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The Egyptian Building i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  temple-form s t r u c t u r e  wi th  n e a r l y  
i d e n t i c a l  facades a t  e i t h e r  end. These facades a r e  each composed o f  a  
p o r t i c o  con ta in ing  two palm c a p i t a l  columns i n  a n t i s ,  w i th  e longated  pylons 
framing t h e  p o r t i c o e s  a t  t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  The pylon motif is  
repea ted  a s  enframements f o r  the  windows on the  s i d e s  o f  t h e  bu i ld ing .  
Crowning t h e  e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  is a  massive to rus  co rn ice  and a  very  shal low 
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DESCRlSE T H E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I ~ L ~ o w I ; )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

I t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  such a  s i g n i f i c a n t  bu i ld ing  a s  t h e  Egyptian Building 
has surv ived  w i t h  few e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  I t s  c a r e f u l l y  and p r e c i s e l y  
executed d e t a i l  is a  most s c h o l a r l y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  a n c i e n t  forms. I n  
1939 t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  was renovated through t h e  gene ros i ty  of  
Bernard Baruch i n  memory of h i s  f a t h e r  who graduated from Medical College 
of V i rg in i a  i n  1862, and served a s  a  Confederate surgeon dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  
War. Unfortunately none of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r s  su rv ive ;  however, t h e  
p resen t  audi tor ium,  i n s t a l l e d  dur ing  the  1939 renovat ion ,  con ta ins  
i n t e r e s t i n g  Egypt ian-s ty le  decora t ion .  
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STATEMENT O F  O I G N I F I C I N C E  (Includa P e r a ~ a # ~ s ,  Date*, Bvenls .  S I C . )  

I n  1838 Hampden-Sydney Col lege  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  medical department i n  
Richmond which occupied t h e  o ld  Union Hotel a t  1 9 t h  and Main S t r e e t s .  
Severa l  yea r s  l a t o r  t h i s  medical departmeat  was cha r t e red  by t h e  s t a t e  a s  
t h e  Medical College of  Vir,ginia.  The Egyptian Building,  designed by the  
noted Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t ,  Thomas Stewart ,  was the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  put  
up e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  new c o l l e g e .  Completed i n  1845, t h i s  e x o t i c  e d i f i c e  
was a  r a d i c a l  depa r tu re  from t h e  c u r r e n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of the  
c i t y .  Not only  has  t h e  Egjrptian Building becolrle a  symbol of  a d i s t i n g u i s h c  

I school, i t  su rv ives  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  medical c o l l e g e  bu i ld ing  i n  the  South. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Egyptian Building ranks a s  t h e  f i n e s t  Egyptian Revival 
b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  '. 
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In the f i r s t  decade of the 19th century, Napoleon Bonaparte's Egyptian 
Campaign (1798-1801) created a widespread, a l b e i t  b r i e f ,  vogue f o r  things 
Egyptian. This fashion was ref lected in  furni ture ,  jewelery, and clothes 
more so than i n  the more expensive and permanent medium of architecture.  In 
Europe and i n  the United States  the architecture of the ancient Egyptians did 
not inspire  the same emotions of cu l tura l  kinship a s  did t h a t  of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans. The Egyptian s ty l e  was thought of an exotic. The Egyptian 
buildings best  known t o  the public were res t ing  places o r  monuments t o  the 
dead. Therefore, the s t y l e  seemed a lso  t o  suggest ra ther  lugubrious functions 

ENTRY NVMeER D A T E  

In  the United States  the Egyptian Revival s t y l e  enjoyed a l imited popularity 
i n  the middle decades of the 19th century. It was often used with a cer ta in  
sterness of purpose such as  cemetery gateways, prisons,  and obelisks t o  honor 
the dead. The two most outstanding Egyptian Revival buildings i n  the United 
States  are  the F i r s t  Presbyterian Church i n  Nashville Tennessee, and the 
Egyptian Building i n  Richmond. Bui l t  i n  1845 by the a rch i tec t  Thomas Stewart 
fo r  the Medical College of Virginia, the Egyptian Building i s  uncompromisingl] 
Egyptian i n  overal l  form as  well as  i n  de t a i l .  Bui l t  on a s teep grassed r i s e  
above the c i t y  s t r e e t ,  the  building is surrounded on two s ides  by a superb 
cas t  iron fence i n  the same s ty l e .  The gate  posts are  small stone obelisks 
and the fence posts a re  s ty l ized  cas t  iron murmny f igures  with rather  unexpectc 
bare feet .  Despite the remodeling of the in t e r io r  i n  1929, the Egyptian 
Building remains the bes t  example of the Egyptian Revival s t y l e  remaining i n  
the United States .  
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