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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kent-Valentine House is a three-story, stuccoed brick mansion with a
two-story wing at the rear of the west side. The five-bay Franklin Street
facade (south) is dominated by a two-story, three-bay portico with Roman
Ionic columns and ballustrade, The ironwork between the columns remains
from the previous porch and its "lattice"” motif is unique in the city.

The side wing has a similar one-story porch. The low-hipped roof has four
interior end chimneys and a bracketed cornice. The first floor windows
are floor length while the almost square third floor windows are of the

-"attic" type. The long outbuilding in the rear of the yard is obviously

the result of several periods of construction and includes a servants'
quarters and carriage house,

The central hall and two east rooms reflect the 1904 alterations and
enlargements in the Colonial Revival style. The central hall has a triple
flight of stairs with the hand rail ending in a curved volute at the newel
and being ramped in the short flight between the first and second landings.
The broad entrance to the east rooms from the hall is framed by Corinthian
columns and pilasters supporting a plain architrave and frieze, the latter
complete with triglyphs. The mantel in the southeast room has a marble
surround framed by a architrave with crossettes and a decorated frieze

and shelf above. This and every other mantel on the first floor has a
gilt-framed mirror on the overmantle, The northeast room is rather plain
except for a marble mantel with a three-centered arched opening and carved
leaf decoration. The western double parlour retains its 1845 Gothic

theme being divided by sliding doors and framed by clustered columns

supporting a-three-centered arch.and pierced spandrelss .Both marble mantels

use the clustered colonnettes with a modified Tudor arch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Documented evidence indicates that Horace Kent of Richmond had his home
built in 1845 from plans by Isaiah Rogers of Boston., Rogers, who was knoy
for his revelutionary hotel designs and who designed the now demolished
Exchange Hotel and Exchange Bank in Richmond, was described by Talbot
Hamlin as ''one of the most remarkable designers of the entire Greek
Revival movement'. The diary of Rogers indicates that a Mr. Kent
requested plans in 1841 as well as in 1844, that apparently the 1841
plans were rejected, and that Rogers was in that period designing a
Gothic Revival house for E., Reddington Mudge in Swampscott, Massachusetts,
suggesting an interior much like the western double parlour at the Kent-
Valentine House, The former was destroyed and thus the latter is the
only identified residential structure standing designed by Rogers.

Granville G, Valentine purchased the house in 1904 and proceeded to make
considerable alterations. :-.The one-story irom porch which had extended

the full length of the front and around the west corner was removed

winen the present portico was built, and the iron was retained only
between the columns., The three-story bay was expanded to five bays.

The interior was altered to the Colonial Revival tastes except for the dod
parlour, The Kent-Valentine House with its quarter-block, park-like
setting, occupies an important point on the northwest corner of First and
Franklin Streets across First Street from Linden Row, a magnificent

range of eight Greek Revival townhouses. Together, these two architectura
units form an important visual element in the fast disappearing historie
character of Franklin Street,
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U.3.G.S. 74" quadrangle {Scale: 1: 24000) .
Richmeond, Va., 1964 '
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