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'L7. DESCRIPTION . . 1 1 (Check One) 

I Excellent Good Foir Deteriorated Ruins Uooxposed I 
I (Check One) 1 (Check One) I 

The Kent-Valentine House i s  a th ree - s to ry ,  stuccoed b r i c k  mansion wi th  a 
two-story wing a t  the  r e a r  of  t h e  west s i d e .  The f ive-bay Franklin S t r e e t  
facade (south)  i s  dominated by a two-story, three-bay p o r t i c o  wi th  Roman 
Ion ic  columns and ba l lus t r ade .  The ironwork between t h e  columns remains 
from the  previous porch and i t s  " l a t t i c e "  motif i s  unique i n  the  c i t y .  
The s i d e  wing has  a s i m i l a r  one-story porch. The low-hipped roof has four  
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and a bracketed corn ice .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  windows 
a r e  f l o o r  l eng th  whi le  the  almost square t h i r d  f l o o r  windows a r e  of t h e  
" a t t i c "  type. The long outbui ld ing  i n  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  yard is  obviously 
t h e  r e s u l t  of s e v e r a l  per iods  of cons t ruc t ion  and inc ludes  a s e r v a n t s '  
q u a r t e r s  and c a r r i a g e  house. 

unaltered 

The c e n t r a l  h a l l  and two e a s t  rooms r e f l e c t  t h e  1904 a l t e r a t i o n s  and 
enlargements i n  t h e  Colonia l  Revival s t y l e .  The c e n t r a l  h a l l  has  a t r i p l e  
f l i g h t  of s t a i r s  w i th  t h e  hand r a i l  ending i n  a curved v o l u t e  a t  t h e  newel 
and being ramped i n  t h e  s h o r t  f l i g h t  between the  f i r s t  and second landings.  
The broad en t r ance  t o  t h e  e a s t  rooms from t h e  h a l l  i s  framed by Cor in th ian  
co1umr.s and p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e  and f r i e z e ,  the  l a t t e r  
complete wi th  t r i g l y p h s .  The mantel i n  t h e  sou theas t  room has  a marble 
surround framed by a a r c h i t r a v e  w i t h  c r o s s e t t e s  and a decorated f r i e z e  
and s h e l f  above. This and every o t h e r  mantel on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  has  a 
g i l t - f ramed mi r ro r  on t h e  overmantle. The no r theas t  room is r a t h e r  p l a i n  
except  f o r  a marble mantel w i th  a three-centered arched opening and carved 
l e a f  decora t ion .  The western double pa r lou r  r e t a i n s  i ts  1845 Gothic 
theme being d iv ided  by s l i d i n g  doors and framed by c l u s t e r e d  columns 
suppor t ing  =..three.-centered a r c h a n d  piexced spandre ls .  .Both rmrble mantel 
use t h e  c l u s t e r e d  co lonne t t e s  wi th  a modified Tudor a rch .  

. . .  ... , , .! . . 
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(if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  I 
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r d. SIGNIFICANCE 1 

P E R I O D  ( check  One or More s. Appm~r ie le )  
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15th Century 17th Century 19th CenturV 

S P E C I F I C  DITEIS) ( 1 1 ~ ~ p l i c ~ b l e  s n d ~ n o m ~  1845, 1904 . 
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# T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  I 
Documented evidence i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Horace Kent of Richmond had h i s  home 
b u i l t  i n  1845 from plans  by I s a i a h  Rogers of Boston. Rogers, who was kno n 
f o r  h i s  r evo lu t iona ry  h o t e l  des igns  and who designed t h e  now demolished 
Exchange Hotel and Exchange Bank i n  Richmond, was descr ibed  by Talbot  

4 
Hamlin a s  "one of  t h e  most remarkable des igne r s  of t h e  e n t i r e  Greek 
Revival movement". The d i a r y  of Rogers i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a M r .  Kent 
requested p lans  i n  1841 a s  w e l l  a s  i n  1844, t h a t  appa ren t ly  the  1841 
p lans  were r e j e c t e d ,  and t h a t  Rogers was i n  t h a t  period des igning  a 
Gothic Revival house f o r  E.  Reddington Mudge i n  Swampscott, Massachusetts,  
sugges t ing  a n  i n t e r i o r  much l i k e  the  western double pa r lou r  a t  t h e  Kent- 
Valent ine  House. The former was destroyed and thus  t h e  l a t t e r  is the  
only i d e n t i f i e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  s tanding  designed by Rogers. 

G r a n v i l l e  G .  Valent ine  purchased the  house i n  1904 and proceeded t o  make 
cons iderable  a l t e r a t i o n s .  , The one-story i r o n  porch w h k h  had extended 
t h e  f u l l  l ength  of t h e  f r o n t  and around the  west  corner  was removed 
when t h e  p resen t  p o r t i c o  was b u i l t ,  and the  i r o n  was r e t a ined  only 
between t h e  columns. The th ree - s to ry  bay was expanded t o  f i v e  bays. 
The i n t e r i o r  was a l t e r e d  t o  the  Colonia l  Revival t a s t e s  except  f o r  the  
par lour .  The Kent-Valentine House w i t h  i t s  quar te r -b lock ,  pa rk - l ike  
s e t t i n g ,  occupies a n  important po in t  on the  northwest corner  of F i r s t  and 
Frankl in  S t r e e t s  a c r o s s  F i r s t  S t r e e t  from Linden Row, a magnif icent  

double 

range of  e i g h t  Greek Revival townhouses. Together,  t hese  two a r c h i t e c t u r  
u n i t s  form an important v i s u a l  element i n  the  f a s t  d isappear ing  h i s t o r i c  
c h a r a c t e r  of  Frankl in  S t r e e t .  
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