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Wilton, a  Randolph family house which formerly stood near the James River i n  Henrico 
County, a  few miles below Richmond, was removed to  ~ichmond's Nest End i n  1933 under the 
auspices of the  National Society of Colonial Dames of America i n  the Cormnonwealth of 
Virginia and under the d i rec t ion  of Herbert Claiborne, prominent contractor  and res tora-  
t i on  consultant.  It now occupies a  terraced s i t e  which slopes down t o  a  precipice 
above the James. 

Nilton i s  a  large,  two-story, five-bay house with a  shallow hipped roof ,  a  modillion 
cornice,  and four t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. B u i l t  of brick l a i d  i n  Flemish bond 
above and below the molded water table ,  it i s  decorated with rubbed-brick jack arches 
and b e l t  course and with maximum rubbing a t  the corners and around a11 the doors and 
windows. Nine-over-nine sash,  some of which a re  or ig ina l ,  l i g h t  the  house, and the 
entrances a r e  framed by handsome pedimented f ron t i sp iece  doorways having a rch i t rave  
frames flanked by Ionic p i l a s t e r s  supporting the pediment and i t s  pulvinated f r i eze .  
Only the south f ron t i sp iece  i s  o r ig ina l ;  the other  i s  mostly a  reproduction. This 
par t icu la r  treatment of the  entrances i s  very r a r e  f o r  colonial  Vi rg in ia  houses. 

IJi l ton has the fami l ia r  central-passage, double-pile Georgian plan. Like Westover, the 
passage i s  s l i g h t l y  off-center ,  making the ea s t  rooms smaller than the west. The broad 
passage accommodatesa handsome walnut l e f t - t o - r igh t ,  t r ip le - run  s t a i r  with an open- 
s t r i n g ,  e laborate  sawn brackets, turned ba lus te rs ,  and a  molded handrai l  ramped and eased 
a t  the landings. i 
IJ i l ton's  chief d i s t i n c t i o n  l i e s  i n  i ts  being the only completely paneled house i n  V i r -  

. I 
ginia .  Throughout the  e n t i r e  dwelling, including the c lose t s ,  the  wal l s  a r e  sheathed 
i n  a  handsome, though somewhat dry and predictable pa t te rn  of v e r t i c a l  ra i sed  panels 

I 
above and below a molded cha i r  r a i l .  1 I 

I 
I .  The par lor  (northwest room) is the most e laborate  i n  the house. Here the paneling i s  
! accentuated by f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  framing the dooeand windows and by an 
I e laborate chimney-wall treatment. m e  f i rep lace  i s  flanked by arched recesses ,  each 

! 
1 l i t  by a  window. The arches spring from molded impost blocks following a  p l a t e  i n  

W i l l i a m  Salmon's Pal ladio Londinensis and a r e  surmounted by molded keystones. Fluted 
! 

p i l a s t e r s  f lank the arches which also fea ture  ra i sed  spandrel panels. The chimney 
breasts  have the fami l ia r  overmantel pa t te rn  of a  l a rge  cen t r a l  panel, s l i g h t l y  t a l l e r  

I 
than it i s  wide, with a  t a l l ,  narrow panel t o  e i t h e r  s ide,  a l l  three  being underscored 

I 
by a  row of t h ree  diminutive panels beneath them. The surround is of l i g h t  gray marble, 
with an incised keystone and a  sc ro l led  s o f f i t .  A d e n t i l  cornice with a  pulvinated 

I 
f r i e z e  i s  car r ied  around the room and broken out over a l l  the p i l a s t e r s  and t1.e key- 

i 
; 

stones of the chimney recesses. 
I 
I 
I 

Behind the par lor  i s  the dining room. Smaller than the par lor ,  it i s  a l so  plainer .  It 
has a  s imi la r  cornice ,  and f lu t ed  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  frame the overmantel. The 

I 
marble surround, too,  i s  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the  par lor ,  but the overmantel panel arrangement 
consis ts  of a  s ing le  broad panel over a  s ing le  shor te r  one. The window recesses have 
square heads and plain  archi t rave frames. i I 

The nor theast  room i s  the l i b r a r y .  The p i l a s t e r s  are  more a t tenuated than i n  the  
previously mentioned rooms. The overmantel i s  l i k e  tha t  i n  the dining room, and the 
white marble surround i s  very plain .  lbe  cornice i s  molded and l e s s  bold than those 

(see Continuation Sheet 3 2 )  
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i n  the other  pr incipal  roans. Instead of window recesses on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the chimney 
breas t ,  there  i s  a  c lo se t  t o  the  l e f t  and a  small ves t ibu le  t o  the r i g h t ,  from which a  
door leads t o  the outside and another t o  the southeast (bed) room. 

No p i l a s t e r s  are  used i n  t h i s  bedroom, and the cornice is a  modest one. The marble sur- 
round resembles t h a t  i n  the l ib ra ry .  The overmantel cons is t s  of a  broad panel, with 
narrow ones to  e i t h e r  s ide  and a  s ing le  panel the width of the  f i r ep l ace  below them. 
To the l e f t  of the chimney breast  i s  the door t o  the vest ibule ,  t o  t he  r i gh t  i s  a  c loset .  
I n  the southeast  corner i s  a  c losed-s t r ing s t a i r  with turned ba lus te rs ,  which leads t o  
the nursery above. 

A l l  of the second-floor bedrooms a r e  decorated i n  a  s imi la r  manner, with plain  paneling, 
inconspicuous molded cornices,  and overmantels l i k e  t ha t  i n  the f i r s t - f l o o r  bedroom. 
A l l  have dark grey marble surrounds; two of these have incised keystones i n  them, the 
o the r  two have cen t r a l  medallions instead.  

Except f o r  the s t a i r  i n  the southeast  bedroom on the ground f loo r ,  which i s  restored 
from memory, Wilton's i n t e r i o r s  a r e  or ig ina l .  It also r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  doors and 
many of i t s  locks and hinges. There a r e  no ear ly  outbuildings. 

Supervised by Herbert Claiborne, Ni l ton 's  moving i n  1933 was accomplished with t h e  
g rea t e s t  caution. Especial ca re  was exercised with the brickwork, and important sect ions ,  
l i k e  the rubbed and gauged jack arches, were moved in tac t .  

1 % 
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Wilton, moved to  i ts  present locat ion from i ts  o r ig ina l  s i t e  i n  Henrico County on the  
banks of t he  James River severa l  miles below Richmond, is one of the  most s i gn i f i can t  
of the  James River p lan ta t ion  mansions. Associated with the  Randolphs, a family 
prominent i n  co lon ia l  Virginia  a f f a i r s ,  and espec ia l ly  with Peyton Randolph, i t  is one 
of an important group of mid-eighteenth-century houses r e l a t ed  by plan o r  d e t a i l ,  which 
includes Westover, Elsing Green, and the  Nelson House. It i s  the  only known f u l l y  
paneled house i n  Virginia.  

The Rarrdolphs had played an important par t  i n  Virginia  l i f e  s ince  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  and 
sett lement a t  'Purkey I s land  i n  Henrico County i n  the  1640s. I n  1750-53, William Randolph 
111 b u i l t  the  house a t  Wilton which, although d i f f e r ing  i n  d e t a i l ,  shares  i t s  plan and 
dimensions with nearby Westover, build about twenty years e a r l i e r .  

Randolph's son Peyton was the  second, and most noted, owner. C a r r i e d  t o  Lucy Harrison, 
daughter of Benjamin Harrison of Berkeley, l a t e r  a s igner  of the  Declaration of Indepen- 

i dewe ,  Peyton Randolph was a key f igure  i n  ea r ly  Revolutionary p o l i t i c s  i n  Virginia. 

i Ir%en the o f f i c e s  of Treasurer and Speaker of the  House of Burgesses were separated i n  

i the  1760's following the  scandal over the  extensive embezzlements of t he  l a t e  Speaker, 
John Robinson, Randolph was appointed Speaker, remaining i n  t h a t  post  u n t i l  h i s  death. 

1 .  He was, i n  the  words .of one scholar ,  "president of every important Revolutionary as- 
! semblage in Virginia, ' '  including one of the  f i r s t ,  the  informal meeting a t  Raleigh 

I Tavern i n  Wil l iamsburgin 1767 which forged the  non-importation agreements. An ins t iga-  
t o r  of the  ~ i r s t - V i ? ~ i n i a  convention i n  1775, he was i t s  chairman. Ultimately,  he was 
unaninously e lected pres ident  of the  F i r s t  cont inental  Congress and was e lected again 

j t o  the  presidency of the  Second but declined so t h a t  he might f u l f i l l  h i s  Speaker's 
du t ies  i n  Virginia.  He d id  serve as a delegate,  however, and while doing so, died i n  

i Philadelphia i n  177 zl 
I After h i s  death,  Wilton was owned by Peyton Randolph's daughters, who i n  the  mid-nine- 

teenth century sold  it t o  Col. W i l l i a m  Carter  Knight. A t  the  time of i t s  moving, Wilton 
was unoccupied. 
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.Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion S t a f f  
ORGANlLATlON DATE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion October 1975 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

STATE X i 
NATIONAL - LOCAL- ! 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 [Public Law 89-6651.1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion i.1 the National Register and certify that it has been evtiluated according to the 
criteria and prqceQures set forth,lby th6 &tionallpark Service. 
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