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The Donnan-Asher Iron Front Building is a four-story structure with
fourteen bays. Its side and rear walls are laid in common-bond brick,
while its front facade which is approximately 75%' wide consists of
cast-iron over brick. O0ld-if not original-doorways to the shops and

stairs survive in the first and fourth ground floor bays from the west,

The facade of the building is divided into three sections, each containing
four bays. The divisions between each section are indicated on the facade
by a Corinthian pilaster between the bays rather than an engaged column.
The voids of the first or ground floor are separated by Corinthian columns
supporting a Corinthian entablature. The second floor windows are separate
by engaged Corinthian columns with pilasters marking the ends of the partit
walls. The windows in each bay are arched and are divided into two arched
sections with a central support in the Florentine Renaissance manner.

All of the windows are topped by a decorative keystone, and all of the
windows retain their four-over-four pane sash. The engaged columns and
pilasters support an engaged balustrade, the pedestals of which are the
pedestals for the engaged Corinthian columns of the third floor. The
openings on the third and fourth or top floor are treated in the same
manner as those of the second, but the engaged colums flanking the

windows on the top floor support the building's entablature. The facade

is capped by an Italianate-type entablature with relatively thin
architrave and very deep frieze. The frieze is divided by very large
scrolled consoles which are aligned over the engaged columms. The interior
has been substantially altered to meet the various commercial needs of
the occupants throughout the years.

ion

43S

SNOIL1J2NAd1LSNI




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

xSl B

PEMIOD (Check One or More Appropriate)
{3 Pre-Columbian| {J Y¥6+h Century T ) 18th Century ] 20th Century
{3 15th Century [ 17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF 3IGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) -~

Abor iginal [0 Edueation ‘ [ Political L3 Urban Planning -
[ Prahistoric [} Enginsering 1 Religion/Phi. 3} Cther (Specity}
[ Hisrorie O Industry tosophy

O Agriculture O Invention [ Science

) Architecture [ Londscape [ Sculpture

Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-

) Commerce O Literoture itarian

[C] Communications [ Military [0 Theater

. [J Conservation 3 Musie [ Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

Built girca 1866 by William S. Donnan and John Asher, the Donnan-Asher
Iron Front Building comprises a part of one of two commercial row
buildings with full cast iron fronts which were erected on East Main
Street during the rebuilding of the area following the disastrous fire
of 1865. The structure is one of the finest and most ornate iron-front
rows surviving in the city. The four-story facade, in pure Italianate
style, is reminiscent of Venetlan Renaissance palaces. Until 1966

the facade survived almost completely unaltered, but at that time the
central ground floor shop front was insensitively desecrated by the
insertion of a modern entrance, resulting in the removal of all original
architectural decoration in those four bays. Despite this unfortunate
alteration, the building survives as an excellent example of the
Victorian ability to give elegance and character to an essentially
utilitarian structure with the use of easily and cheaply produced
architectural decoration.

vy T

[
[

R aad TR s

S oy S




VS

TIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

ki
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Staff, Virginia Historic lLandmarks Commission

ORGANIZATION ATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
BETATE CODbE

CITY OR TOWN:

TSON DFFICER CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State Local [

Natne

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman

Date H

TitteVirginia Historic Landmarka CommiTsion

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
Nationa] Register.

Chief, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Regiater

Date
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