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The Donnan-Asher Iron Front Building is a four-story s t ruc tu re  with 
fourteen baye. I t s  s i de  and r ea r  walle a r e  l a i d  i n  comnon-bond br ick,  
while i ts  f ron t  facade which is approximately 754'  wide cons i s t s  of 
cas t - i ron  over brick. Old-if not original-doorways t o  the shops and 
s t a i r s  survive i n  the  f i r s t  and fourth ground f loor  bays from the west. 
The facade of the building is divided i n t o  three sect ions ,  each containing 
four bays. The divis ions  between each sect ion a r e  indicated on the facade 
by a Corinthian p i l a s t e r  between the bays ra ther  than an engaged colunm. 
The voids of the f i r s t  or  ground f loor  a r e  separated by Corinthian columns 
supporting a Corinthian entablature.  The second f loor  windows a r e  separate 
by engaged Corinthian columns with p i l a s t e r s  marking the ends of the  pa r t i l  
walls .  The windows i n  each bay a r e  arched and a r e  divided in to  two arched 
sect ions  with a cen t r a l  support i n  the Florentine Renaissance manner. 
A l l  of the windows a r e  topped by a decorative keystone, and a l l  of the 
windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  four-over-four pane sash. The engaged co lums  and 
p i l a s t e r s  support an engaged balustrade, the pedestals of which a r e  the 
pedestals fo r  the engaged Corinthian columns of the th i rd  f loor .  The 
openings on the th i rd  and fourth o r  top f loor  are treated i n  the  same 
manner a s  those of the  second, but the engaged co lums  flanking the  
windows on the top f loor  support the  bui lding 's  entablature.  The facade 
is capped by an I ta l ianate- type entablature  with r e l a t i ve ly  th in  
a rch i t rave  and very deep f r ieze .  The f r i eze  is divided by very la rge  
scrol led consoles which a r e  aligned wer the  engaged colums.  The i n t e r i o ~  
has been subs t an t i a l l y  a l t e r ed  t o  w e t  the  various comnercial needs of 
the  occupants throughout the  years. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I O N I F l C A N C E  

Built a 1866 by William S. Donnan and John Asher, the Donnan-Asher 
Iron Front hilding comprises a part of one of two commercial row 
buildings with full cast iron fronts which were erected on East Main 
Street during the rebuilding of the area following the disastrous fire 
of 1865. The structure is one of the finest and most ornate iron-front 
rows surviving in the city. The four-story facade, in pure Italianate 
style, is reminiscent of Venetian Renaissance palaces. Until 1966 
the facade rurvived elmoat completely unaltered, but at that time the 
central ground floor shop front was insensitively desecrated by the 
insertion of a modern entrance, resulting in the removal of all original 
architectural decoration in those four bays. Despite this unfortunate 
alteration, the building survives as an excellent example of the 
Victorian ability to give elegance and character to an essentially 
utilitarian structure with the use of easily and cheaply produced 
architectural decoration. 
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