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The design

THE PREGENT AND CRIGIMAL (If known) ®nYSICAL ARPEARANCE

of the First Baptist Church is based on that of a Greek Doric

temple though wmodified to make-it best serve the function for which it was

built. It
columns of
pilasters,
contalning
impression
basement.

is a stuccoed temple-form building with the two fluted Doric

its portico im antis. The bays of its sides are framed by Doric
and the whole of the building is crowned by a Doric entablature
triglyphs and metopes. The front steps are arranged to give the
of a stylobate although the building actually rests on a high
The wing at the northeast corner of the building is a later

addition but repeats the architectural detail of the original portion.
The wing at the northwest corner is also an addition but is of no archi-
tectural distinction. The cupola which was originally over the porticoe
has been removed.

The interior decoration is basically intact although the pews have been’
removed. The outstanding feature of the interior is the great plaster
medalljon in the ceiling with its Grecian motifs.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Porsonages, Datas, Events, Etc.)

The comstruction of this imposing Greek Revival edifice was begun in 1839
and completed in 1841l. Its architect, Thomas U. Walter, was a Philadelphia
architect of national importance who is best remembered for having de-
signed the wings and dome of the Capitol in Washington. The congregation
of the church was composed of the white membership of the ald Baptist
Church at Broad and College Streets (thereafter known as the First African
Baptist Church) and was the oldest Baptist congregation in Richmond. Dur-
ing the Civil War the building served as an emergency hospital for Con-
federate soldiers. In 1938 the congregation sold the church to the
Medical College of Virginia; it now serves the college as a student center.

The church with its monumental proportions and conspicuous location on
Broad Street is a major landmark in Richmond. It is an able piece of
architecture and ranks as first in quality among buildings of the Greek
Revival style.
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STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION -

T NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this‘property for inclusion
in the National Register and ceftify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National Xj State [} . Lecal [
Name Dr. odward P. Etlewander
Title Cheairman, YVirginia Wistcric
Tenémerks Commiszion
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register
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