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1. NAME OF PROPERTY
Historic Name: Monument Avenue Historic District

Cther Name/Site Number:

N —
2. LOCATION

Street & Number: Freom the 1200 block of W. Franklin St

to the 3300 Monument Not for publication:
City/Town: Richmond Vicinity:
State: VA County: N/A Code: 760 Zip Code:23220

L]
3. CLASSIFICATION

Cwnership of Property Category of Property
Private: X Building(s):
Public-Local: X District: X
Public-State: _X Site:
Public-Federal:___ Structure: -
Cbject:
Number cof Resources within Property
‘Zontributing Noncontributing
251 12 Dbuildings
. sites
structures
& 1 objects
257 13 Total

Number of Contributing Resources Previously Listed in the National
Register:_2%57

Name of Related Multiple Property Listing: N/A
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4. STATE/FEDERAL AGEN CERTIF TI

As the designated autheority under the National Historic Preservation Act of
1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination reguest
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the Natiocnal Register of Historic Places and
meets the procedural and professionazl requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part

60. In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National
Register Criteria.

Signature of Certifying Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

In my cpinion, the property meets does not meet the National
Register criteria.

Signature of Commenting or Other Official Date

State or Federal Agency and Bureau

NATION P RVIC RTI T
I hereby certify that this property is:

Entered in the National Register

Determined eligible for the National Register
Determined not eligible for the Nationazl Register
Removed from the National Register

Cther (explain}:

Signature of Keeper Date of Action
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6. FUNCTION OR USE

Historic: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling
Domestic Multiple dwellingd
Religion Religious facility

Current: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling
Domestic Multiple dwelling
Religion Religious facility

T

1. DES Q

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION:
Queen Anne

Stick

Romanesque
Renaissance Revival
Beaux Arts

Colonial Revival
Georgian Revival
Classical Revival
Tudor Revival
Mediterranean Revival
Prairie School

Craftsman
MATERIALS:
Foundation: Brick
Stucco
Limestone
Walls: Brick
Stucco
Limestone
Roof: Slate
Asphalt
Tin

Other: Bronze
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Describe Present and Historic Physical Appearance,

The Monument Avenue Historic District includes 263 residential,
religious, and commercial properties on Monument Avenue and West
Franklin Street in Richmend, Virginia. There are 251
contributing buildings, six contributing cbjects, twelve non-
contributing buildings and one noncontributing object. Monument
Avenue 15 loccated in the near west end of the city of Richmond,
and is a western extension of Franklin Street. The criginal
section of Monument Avenue was laid out in 1887 and most of the
buildings in the historic area were built between the turn of the
century and about 1930. Since the erection of the first few
houses on Monument Avenue in 1901, the street has been one of
Richmond’s most fashionable addresses, and definitely its most
famous. Studded with monuments and lined with stylish mansions,
Monument Avenue housed the leaders of business and commerce in
Richmond for decades. About two decades of gradual decline saw
the grand mansions turned intc boarding houses and apartrents,
but the downward slide was ended by concerned citizens wro began
to reclaim the street for single families. Very few buildings
have been demolished, and infill is generally sympathetic to the
original character of the street.

The street developed westward, and the buildings can be loosely
categorized by the era during which the block was developed. The
avenue itself is 140’ wide, with a median that has a double row
of trees that form an allee on either side of the street with the
rees planted along the sidewalks. The buildings within the
historic district include a rich mix of architectural styles that
remain compatible through the use of similar materials, cornice
lines, setbacks, and cther repetitive visual devices. Though
none of the buildings wculd probably be considered individually
eligible as a National Historic Landmark, the assemblage and its
setting are significant nationally by virtue of its sculpture.
It is the only cne of many grand avenues planned during the late-
nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries that has z memorial
program. Other boulevards are peppered with monuments, but until
1996 all the sculptures on Monument Avenue honored heroes of the
Confederacy. There was never any cofficial theme endorsed by the
local government or civic groups but, until recently, the
sculpture that was proposed for Monument Avenue always focused on
the Confederacy. With the recent addition of the Arthur Ashe
Monument, the theme has been more clearly defined as a street
dedicated to heroes. Both the city and the street became
nationally known, and few visitors leave Richmond without a tour
down Monument Avenue.

Monument Avenue was planned as an extension of a fashionable
residential street. Due to the Panic of 1883 and the depression
that followed, the first buildings were not erected until ten
yvears after the 1890 unveiling of the Lee Monument, the sculpture
that was planned as the street’s centerpiece. The first houses
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were stylistically cautious, relying on Queen Anne and Victorian
massing, but the first three blocks began to fill up quickly and
the sizes and styles of the houses became more assertive very
soon. Adjacent property owners and the city kept extending the
street further beyond the initial development, and the buildings
evolved as the street lengthened. The first two decades saw
competitive building, with each house azcquiring more ornament,
bigger windows, and a grander ccmposition. These early houses
were cften townhouses with sidehalls, and the crnament was almost
always confined to the facade. The choice of styles evolved,
with Colonial and Classical Revival variations overtaking the
more idiosyncratic compositions of the earlier years. Free-
standing houses, with more horizontal compositions, became more
frequent after the first few blocks, as the original owners of
the property sold off lots in irregular sizes and with fewer deed
restrictions. Churches and a school were added to the street,
and their styles were in keeping with the residential styles, in
fact the school is barely discernible. Materials are generally
brick, sometimes stone or stucco. Many of the houses haie
garages on the alley behind, usually built in similar style and
materials. The size of the lots preclude large gardens, but most
houses have some green space between the house and the alley and
very few have a side yard of any size.

The propesed National Historic Landmark district encompasses 14
blocks of Monument Avenue, from Stuart Circle to Roseneath, and
one block at the end of West Franklin Street, just before
Monument Avenue begins. These blocks previously have been placed
on the National Register of Historic Places as the Monument
Avenue Historic District, zlong with the adjacent blocks on the
south and north. The propesed district includes only the lots
that face on Monument Avenue, including the alleys behind them.
Bithcugh the houses on the streets adjacent to Monument reflect
the context in which the street was created, the houses facing
Monument Avenue itself are most appropriate for the purposes of
.the National Historic Landmark program. The district proposed
here extends several feet across the western-most boundary of the
earlier historic district to include the intersection of
Roseneath and Monument. This intersection had been planned as a
site for a monument in 19235, when the cross street was laid out
with a median and the corners were rounded to reflect the future
placement of a sculpture. The earlier district ended at the
eastern edge of this street, not including the site of the most
recent mcocnument added to the street.

Methodology: The propesed boundary was drawn after examination of
the current district bocundaries by the staff of the Virginia
Department of Historic Rescurces and an independent consultant.
The district that is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places is larger and more inclusive cf Monument Avenue’s context,
including the rowhouses cof the middle class neighbors of Monument
Avenue’s elite. The discussicns about the National Historic
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Landmark district focused on representing the actual fabric of
Monument Avenue--the houses, sculpture and planning of the street
itself. The street is considered eligible for its series of
monuments to the Confederacy, framed by an ocutstanding, well-
preserved collection of residential and ecclesiastical
architecture within a specific, planned urban landscape. The
adjacent neighborhoods were deemed peripheral to the focus of a
nominaticon discussing national significance. The district was
eXtended across one intersection to include a site that had been
designated as the potential location for a monument as long ago
as 1925, when the intersection was planned and the corners
rounded. Because this site has now been utilized, the
intersection was added so the sculpture can be considered as part
cf the body of monuments that the city and region have gathered
to henor their herces. The buildings along the avenue
constructed after 1540 and the Ashe Monument are too recent to
evaluate.

SECTION-EY~SECTION DESCRIPTION

General: Aside from some general discussions of bulilding types
and styles, Monument Avenue will be examined here block by block,
from east to west, to reflect the general development of the
street. The monuments, which were not all erected in geographic
order, will be discussed by location. Although the street
develceped from east to west, there are many instances ¢f later

infill on empty lots and of some development skipping ahead of
the main advancement.

1200 block of West Franklin Street: Monument Avenue was created
as an extension of West Franklin Street, Richmond’s most stylish
residential address in the late nineteenth century. In 1888 when
Monument Avenue was being laid out, these lots belonged to
Richmond Cecllege, which was located on the north side of the
block. The lots on the south side of the block were divided and
scld off at the same time as the Allen Addition, so the buildings
there are earlier. The north side of the block remained part of
Richmond College until the 1910s, when the school moved to the
West End of Richmond and the lots were scld off.

This block includes a dense mix of different building types and
functions, partly because of its location at the first traffic
circle on Monument. The guadrant lots with rounded corners on a
busy intersecticn attracted institutional uses, with two churches
and a hospital. The fourth corner is the setting for the largest
apartment building in the historic district. The Stuart Monument
is placed in the center of the intersection, and faces downtown.
Originally, when Franklin Street had two-way traffic, Stuart
Circle provided a transition from the older, more urban Franklin
Street to the wider, new, bright Monument Avenue, and vice-versa.
Now Franklin Street is one-way, and the entrance from Monument’s
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road, open spaces to the tighter Franklin is made even tighter
by the Stuart Monument, which has 1ts back to the traffic flow,

The 1200 block includes three apartment buildings, seven houses,
two churches, a parish house, and a hospital. On the south side,
at the eastern end of the block is St. James’s Protestant
Episcopal Church, which consists of three buildings. <Constructed
between 1911 and 1513, the church is a spectacular neoclassical
temple-fronted building, designed by the Richmond firm of Neoland
and Baskervill. A full two-story porticc supported by six
Composite columns, and a 200' tall steeple mark the church’s
presence far down the street. In 1995 lightning struck the
steeple during a summer thunderstorm, and the resulting fire
caused extensive damage to the sanctuary. The church was
restored and recpened for Easter, 1987, The Sunday School
building was built at the same time a&s the sanctuary, and has
since been connected to the house next door, a brick parish
house. The parish house is the oldest hcuse in the survey area,
built in 1888 in the Richardscnian Romanesque style, like many of
the houses further east down Franklin Street. A later apartment
building and two Colonial Revival, single-family residences fill
the area between St. James and Stuart Circle Hospital on the
south side of the 1200 block.

Stuart Circle is the conly hospital in the survey area of Monument
Avenue., It was built in 1913-1914 in a Colonial Revival style,
and was designed by Richmond architect Charles M. Robinscn. The
criginal block cof the hospital curved slightly at its west end to
reflect the curved corner at the intersection, but a later
addition curves further around the quadrant.

The north side of the block was not sold off as building lots
until the 1910s, and was not built up until the 1920s, so the
houses here present a solidly Colonial Revival and Arts and
Crafts aesthetic. ©One house, 1218 West Franklin, even boasts a
gambrel roof--unusual in an urban setting. Two of the apartment
buildings in the 1200 block, 1207 West Franklin on the south side
and 1214-16 West Franklin on the north, have almost identical
facades and were both built in 1825. Both three-story buildings
have central pcrtions of five bays framed by pilasters supporting
a blind arcade, flanked by projecting one-bay pavilions. Their
simple ornament is aided by the mix of three materials: brick,
stucco and tile.

St. John’s United Church of Christ occupies the northeast corner
of Stuart Circle. This Gothic structure was designed by a member
of the congregaticon, Richmond architect Carl Lindner. Before the
purchase of this lot, the congregation was located in a church
downtown, but the church purchased this land from Richmond
College in 1913 since sc many members were moving further west.
The new church was built in two phases, with the parish house
finished in 1221 and the main sanctuary completed in 1828. The
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facade, which faces the Stuart Monument, is dominated by an
elaborate, arched stained glass window outlined by limestone
tracery. The central portal of the three arched entrances
underneath echoes the shape of the window. A bell tower rises

behind & triple-arched cloister that leads to the parish house
west of the sanctuary.

Stuart Circle: The J. E. B. Stuart Monument fills a small traffic
circle in the intersection of Lombardy and Monument avenues. The
bronze equestrian sculpture sits on a granite base encircled by a
cast iron fence of spears. Stuart and his horse are caught in a
moment of drama, and his dashing uniform and plumed hat add even
more cdimension to composition. The sculptor, Fred Moynihan of
New York, was inspired by a sculpture of the British General
Outram, done for a site in Calcutta by John Foley. The sculpture
was unveiled in 1907 at the largest Confederate reunion ever
held. It was the second sculpture dedicated on Monument Avenue,
and the easternmost one. The horse faces north, but Stuart is
turned in the saddle and faces east.

1600 Block of Monument Avenue: The 1600 klock is the only block
on Monument to be framed by two sculptures; Stuart to the east
and Lee tc the west. At the eastern end, facing the Stuart
Monument are a large apartment building and a church. This block
developed in three stages. First came early Queen Anne and
Romanesque residential develcopment before 18910, Next came the
Colonial Revival townhouses and mansions between 1910 and 1515,
and then apartments and two mcre houses during the 1920s. The
major structures con the street, the large Stuart Court Apartments
of 1825, First English Lutheran Church of 1910, and Grace
Covenant Presbyterian Church cf 1820 were all built after most of
the residences.

The first house built with & Monument Avenue address, 1601
Monument, built in 1901, was demclished in 1278 to make room for
a parking garage for Stuart Circle Heospital. That house, and the
next few built, nos. 1616, 1620, 1626, and 1634, are all
Romanesgue Revival townhouses with varied massing and a few
Colonial Revival details that foreshadow the dominant style of
the next decades. The houses on the north side of the street
were built in 19203 by W. J. Payne. Their bays, porches, and
rooflines all reflect the styles of the Fan District nearby on a
larger scale. Payne evidently pbuilt them at the same time but
not on adjacent lots to encourage development between them. 2
few other houses with Romanesgque details were built, but by 1807
some Colonial Revival houses dotted the block, and between 1810
and 1913 seven houses were built within a clearer Colonial
Revival style. One of these, 1631, was built for Otway S. Rllen
and his wife, Mary McDlonald Allen, Allen waited until 1810 to
begin a house on the avenue, and his death in 1811 came before
the house was completed. John Kevan Peebles of Nerfolk designed
the house, which recalls the Federal era in Richmond. Three
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storles with a prominent cornice and parapet, the Allen House has
a bowed bay, & triple window, guoins, and a stringcourse at the
base of the third story windows. A pedimented doorframe housing
an elegant fanlight grounds the facade.

First English Evangelical Lutheran Church, the first church built
on Monument Avenue, was consecrated in 1811. It sits at the
southwest corner of Stuart Circle. In 190% the congregation had
purchased four gquadrant lots, and Reverend John Scherer, the
pastor, urged his his parishicners to help him build “a Lutheran
church as fine as any the Baptists, Methodists and Episcopalians
had,” in the “most progressive and prospercus section of new
Richmond. ™! They commissioned a Gothic Revival design from
Charles Robinson. ©On the facade, a large, arched, stained glass
window is embedded in & granite central gable. The gable 1is
flanked by matching bell towers and a pair of two-story wings.,

Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, also on the southside at
1627, is alsoc Gothic Revival. It was designed in 1922 by John
Kevan Peebles, of Norfolk. The facade is deominated by a large
stained-glass window, outlined by granite tracery which contrasts
with the brick walls of the facade. The recessed entry is also
outlined in granite. A 1919 Sunday School building is next to
the sanctuary,

Number 1617, the second of the two school buildings built on
Monument Avenue for the Collegiate School for Girls, survives.
It iz between the two churches on the side of the block. Built
in 1918, it was designed to blend easily south with the
residences around it. Its subtle Colonial Revival details and
three-story brick facade are only differentiated from houses on
the block by the pair of glass doors that form a central entry,
flanked by two French doors.

On the north side of Monument Avenue at Lombardy sits Stuart
Court Apartments, designed by the New York architect William
Lawrence Bottomley in 1924, At nine stories tall with more than
sixty apartments, Stuart Court is easily the largest apartment
building in the survey area. The Mediterranean-style,
reinforced concrete construction is clad in stucco and cornamented
with varied windows, guoins stringcourses, balconies, and
frescoes. The active roofline includes concrete urns and some
picturesgue structures, although the original cornice was
deteriorating and had to be removed. The building was recently
painted yellow, which ampllfles its presence on the busy corner.

Lee Circle: The Lee Monument is easily the largest and grandest
of the statues on Monument ARvenue. The wide, green circle which
it anchors bulges out, forcing traffic to curve around it. The

Mary Grace Scherer Taylor, Saints Alive!, (Richmond: Dietz Press, 19768), 17.
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bronze eguestrian sculpture of Lee by Marius-Jean-Antonin Mercie -
is twenty-one feet tall and weighs abecut 12 tons. It sits on a
granite pedestal forty feet high designed by Paul Pujot, a French
architect. Bronze tablets attached to the sides of the base say
simply, “"LEE.” The horse and rider exude a sense of serenity,
strength, and dignity. The crganizers reguested a sculpture that
communicates Lee's wisdom and goodness, rejecting an earlier,
more aggressive model by the same sculptor. Lee faces south,
holding his hat in his hand. Both the sheer size and the
artistic presence of the sculpture command attention, and the
stillness of the sculpture actually transmits a sense of calm
that fits the grand, architectural setting of the monument. It
was unveiled on May 29, 1B90 and stcod alone on Monument for
eleven years afterward.

1800 Block Monument Avenue: The 1800 block of Monument Avenue
filled up guickly. The first house was built in 1902, and by
190% there were nineteen single-family residences. There are
twenty-six buildings on the block, twenty-five of them are
single-family residences. As the authors of the HABS study point
out, the varied forms of the hcuses show the attempts to find an
appropriate form for Monument Avenue residences. The owners and
designers were looking for a way to build a private home in a
public space.?

The south side of the block has slightly larger lots, allowing
for severzl side yards and more horizontal compositions. The
north side of the block is taller, cleser, and therefore more
integrated, with one notable exception at the east end. This
tlock face is perhaps the most urban group on Menument, with
cornices, balustrades, and one-story Ceclenial Revival entrance
porches creating a unified pattern. The first house built on the
block, number 1842, has a tent roof over a bay, paired with an
exaggerated gable to create a Queen Anne townhouse facade.
Several of the other houses have Queen Anne elements, but
classicism is a stronger influence on the block. The guadrants
at the Lee Circle were built later, as is usual on Monument,
perhaps revealing a reluctance to reside on an even more public
site.

Significant houses on the block include the house at 1817
Monument, which is unusual stylistically. An eclectic mix of
Queen Anne, Stick, and Shingle styles, the house has competing
gables, fish-scale shingles, and varied fenestration. The first
owner was the president of a lumber company, but because of deed
restrictions calling for brick and stone construction, he was
unable to use his own house as an advertisement for lumber.

!Kathy Edwards, Esme Howard, Toni Prawl, Monument Avenue, History and
Architecture. {(Washingten, D.C.: HABS, National Park Service, 19%92), 151.
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Another house, number 1839, was designed in 1908 by the Richmond
architect Mariecn J. Dimmock. Enormous by any standard, this
symmetrical, Colonial Revival house has a central porch that is
flanked by Palladian windows set within blind arches. 2dding
quoins, a triple window, a stringcourse, and a balustraded
terrace, the house can be seen as a virtual catalogue of
classical features.

The house at 1821 Monument was built in 1914 and designed by
Duncan Lee. It has a2 handsome, subdued, two-bay facade. The
green tile rocf suggests a Prairie influence, but the pair of
French doors and the flat planes of the facade also look French
Renaissance.

Probably the best-known house on the block was the last cne
built. William Lawrence Bottomley designed 1800 Monument, at Lee
Circle, for Mr. and Mrs. William Jeffress. This symmetrical,
five-bay CGeorgian Revival house is typical of Bottomley’s work in
Richmond. The classical design, the luxurious detzils, and the
graceful handling of a potentially awkward lot make this house
one of the street’s most handsome.

The largest building on the block is the Lee Medical Building,
which was not erected until 1950 in the gquadrant lct that had
remained vacant at the southwest corner of the Lee Circle. Its
decidedly classical detailing breaks up the large mass of its
front facade. Colossal order stone pilasters, a rusticated base
and an implied pediment suggest a temple-front.

2000 Block of Monument Avenue: The last block of the original
Allen Additicon, the 2000 block developed early, with two-thirds
of the residences complete by 1812. The north side of the block
is feirly regular and dense, while the south side includes some
larg<r lots on the western half cof the block. A broad range of
styles are included, some Queen Anne, some eclectic, but mostly
Colonial Revival.

The earliest on the block, built in 19C2, was erected at 2000
Monument Avenue. A wide, somewhat symmetrical facade deviates
with an even wider porch that wraps around the western side of
the house. A rear tower on one side and a door to the other side
add to the mix. The house’'s horizontality is emphasized by the
porch, a pair of oval windows flanking the second floor, a dark
stringcourse contrasting with the buff brick of the walls, and a
broad band of windows in the dormer. Next door is a tremendous
double-house, with a cross-gabled roofline and two separate

porches and entries. Further down the block at number 2020,
Noland and Baskervill designed a Renaissance Revival, limestone
townhocuse in 18C5. Distinctive in its rich details, the house

was the first three-story dwelling on the avenue, and 1s one of
t+he few with a limestone facade.



NPS Form 14-300 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. §-86)

MONUMENT AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

United States Departmen+t of the Ilrterisr, Naripnal Park Service

OME No. 1024-001%8

Page 12

On the south side of the block is one of the most successful
sclutions on Monument Avenue for a house with an office included.
Duncan Lee designed number 2017-19 for Dr. Henry A. Bullock, who
wished to have a first-floor office and live above. The
Classical Revival result enlists twe front doors, equally
important, on either side of the first floor facade. On the

second floor, a central Palladian window indicates the family’s
living spaces.

Number 2023 is one cof the most idiosyncratic houses on Monument
Avenue. The large stuccoed brick house has half timbering on the
upper floors, making it a mix of Tudor Revival and Stick styles.
It is a large house on an oversized lot, and was recently
renovated after years of neglect. Another, even larger, house
was bullt in 1511 at 2037 Monument. Although it is so large it
appears to be Institutional, it was built as a single-family
dwelling. It was built by a contractor for himself, and its
elegant Beaux Arts facade probabkly attracted many clients.

The most recent bullding in the historic district is number 2016,
a one-story, dark glass and frame, Modern doctor’s office. The
building’s jarring presence probably did as much to stir up
feelings about Monument Avenue as any menument has done.

2200 Block of Monument: The 2200 block is the first block outside
the Allen Additicn to be developed. Building began on the block
in 1905 and, except for two lots, was complete by 1918. Many of
the houses con the south side of the street were speculatively
built rowhouses. The last two lots were on the corners of the
scuth side of the street, and were finally used for an apartment
building in 1924 and a church in 1931. The north side of the
street developed fairly typically, with several Colonial Revival
townhouses and a few larger mansions.

One of the most notable houses on the block is number 2220, which
boasts different window types on every floor. The elaborate
facade, designed by Richmond architect C. K. Howell of
Scarborough and Howell, was constructed fer the local window
manufacturer Harry S. Binswanger, who probably saw the variety as
a wonderful advertisement for his company. Moses Binswanger, the
vice-president of Binswanger’s window company, built a house down
the street at 223C. A handsome house, designed by D. Wiley
Anderson, 2230 is also the only house on the block with a side
yard. Its rich facade of buff brick with a green tile roof,
leaded windows, Palladian dormer, and Ionic columns also spoke
well for the lecal building community. Also on the north side is
2208, one of the only houses on Monument with a strong Prairie
schocl influence.

Most of the south side of the street was developed in phases by
Harvey C. Brown. Though they are not all attached and their
facades have variations, they are cobviously a group and are all
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the original cost of the chandeliers.'? His house was demclished
and the property broken up into lots for single-family houses.

Because most of the historic area of Monument Avenue had been
built by the time the Depression hit, the lack of construction
during the 1930s does not affect the continuity of the avenue.
Though some homeowners were devastated by the crash, Monument
Avenue remained an affluent address throughout the 1930s.

After World War II the vacant lots left on Monument filled up at
random. The buildings that were built usually refer to Colonial
Revivalism and the buildings around them, but seldom make a
significant centribution to the streetscape. The houses on the
east end of the avenue began to seem too large to families that
had once had live-in staffs, but now managed with occasiocnal
help. The more modest houses west of the Boulevard seemed more
appealing as the country adapted to suburban ideals. BAs a
result, the 1950s and 1960s saw many of the larger single-family
houses transformed into apartment buildings, nursing homes and
doctors’ offices.

The decline cof American cities in the mid-twentieth century
tarnished Monument Avenue. Crime increased as the street became
a row of boarding houses and low-rent apartments. As more
Richmonders moved to the suburbs, commuters used Monument as a
speedway to reach downtown offices. As the writers of the HARS
study note, only on the 2300 block, with some of the avenue's
finest houses, did families retain a majority foothold.

Several events led to the resurgence of Monument Avenue,
beginning in 1955 with the construction of a dark, out-of-scale,
one-story, Modern doctor's office at 2016. This squat little
building horrified supporters of Monument Avenue, and the
residents began to vocalize their complaints more forcefully.
Various civic plans for Monument Avenue were floated during the
1960s, with seemingly conflicting goals. Some plans intended to
Create & more efficient thoroughfare; widening the street,
cutting down trees, and even moving monuments to spread them
further apart and provide a smoother traffic flow. Other plans
seemed to honor the avenue’s past. A Richmond News Leader
article from 13965 details the dreams of city planners to move the
Stuart monument, to move Davis and add a reflecting pool in front
of it, and to add as many as seven more monuments to the length
of the avenue.!’ Earlier in the 1960s, a monument to a
Confederate woman was contemplated. A group of Richmonders,
urged on by Rcland Reynolds, a grandson of the founder of

¥ sam Richardson, as guoted by Neil November, “I remember when...,” Richmond
Times Dispatch, May 28, 1949.

“"Mayor Supports Plan For More Monuments,” Richmond News Leader, November 17,
1965.





















