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1. Name

historic GINTER PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT (DHL File No. 127-201)

andor common  N/A

2. Location

Roughly bounded by Claremont and North avenues to the north, Moss Side and

street & number Noble avenues to the east, Brookland Park Boulevard  N/A not for publication
o the soutlt, and Brook Road to  tE west

city, town Richmond N/A vicinity of

state Virginia code 51 county (city) code 760

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

—* district - public X occupted — . agriculture — . museum

« —— building(s) ___ private —— unoccupied —— commercial — park

— - Structure __)E both —— work in progress _X_ educational _X_ private residence

— Site Public Acquisition Acgcessible —— entertainment —X._ religious

—  object — in process — > yes: restricted — government —— scientitic
- being considered _X yes: unrestricted — industrial —— transportation
N/A —_No __ military — other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple owners
street & number N/A

. Z1p Code
city, town Richmond N/A vicinity ot state Virginia 23227
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond City Hall
street & number 900 East Broad Street

Z1ip Code

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219

6' Representation in EXiSting surveys {See Continuation Shzet #5)

(1) Division of Historic Landmarks
titte Survey File No. 127-201 has this property been determined ellgible? ___yes _X no

date June 1982 __federal _X state ___county ___local

depository for survey records Division of Historic ILandmarks, 221 Governor Street

Zip Code
city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219

A S



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_ Xexcellent _ X deteriorated ___ unaltered _X original site

—Xgood —_ ruins X altered —__moved  date N/A
__X tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTICN

The Ginter Park Historic District is a turn-of-the-century residential neighborhood located
in what is now Richmond's northside. The community is comprised of approximately twenty-one
city blocks laid out in a repeating grid arrangement. The Ginter Park plan is characterized
by wide divided boulevards running north and south, and large residential lots generally
measuring 100" wide X 250' deep. Following the neighborhood's original plat of development,
the district boundaries are Brook Road to the west, Claremont Avenue and North Avenue to the
north, Brookland Park Boulevard to the south, and a stairstep pattern of Chamberlayne
Avenue, Rennie Avenue, Hawthorne Avenue, Westwood Avenue, Noble Avenue, Walton Avenue, and
Moss Side Avenue to the east. Ginter Park encompasses a wide, eclectic variety of homes
built from the early 1890s through the 1930s. Formal, tree-lined streets and sidewalks are
found throughout the district and were part of the initial community planning kegun by Major
Lewis Ginter in the 1890s. The institutional anchor located in the geographic center of
Ginter Park is the Union Theological Seminary which came to its present site by the
philanthropic encouragement of donated land provided by Ginter in 1898. The primary north-
south thoroughfare through the district, Chamberlayne Avenue, has suffered from considerable
demolition of historic structures, many of which have been replaced by post-1950 apartment
and nursing home developments. Fortunately all other streets and avenues within Ginter
Park, namely Brock Road, Seminary Avenue, Hawthorne Avenue, Noble Avenue (north-scuth), and
Rennie Avenue, Westwood Avenue, Melrose Avenue, Walton Avenue, Laburnum Avenue, and Claremont
Avenue {east-west), have remained architecturally intact, lined with impressive residences
that have retained their historic integrity. The overall cohesiveness of the district was
assured by Ginter's original community development plan which allocated spacious k-acre lots
for each single-family dwelling site. Punctuating the regularized pattern of houses and
yards is a surprising variation of architectural styles, ranging from modest Queen Anne
cottages to stately Colonial Revival mansions. Elaborate examples of American Foursquare,
modified Queen Anne, Bungalow, Spanish Colonial, Tudor Revival, Shingle Style, and even
Egyptian Revival/Vernacular can also be found throughout Ginter Park, though the predominant
style is probably best described as Colonial Revival/Builder's Vernacular.

The Ginter Park Historic District contains 302 contributing buildings, S0 noncontributing
buildings, 179 contributing structures, and 25 noncontributing structures.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Wide architectural diversity within the standardized grid pattern of Ginter Park's master
plan characterizes this turn-of-the-century historic district. Stylistic diversity is amply
represented by fine examples of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Shingle, Tudor Revival, American
Foursquare, and the ubiquitous Builder's Vernacular styles.

Spring Grange, a unique survivor of the late 18th century, is a quaint vernacular farmhouse
located at 3207 Seminary Avenue. This house provides one of the few reminders of the area's
rural origins. The two-story, central-passage farmhouse presents a Greek Revival appearance
on its west-facing Seminary Avenue elevation; however, a two-story ell to the rear features
beaded clapboard and hand-pegged window construction. The rear ell appears to be the
original farmhouse supposedly dating from the 1780s., The Italianate brackets on the west

{See Continuation Sheet # 1 )

































































































































































































