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James Monroe Tomb 
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, HoJJyvfocd Ceyc Lerv , 412 S ., Cherry' S t r e e t  
C l T Y  OR TOWN: 
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3. CLASSIFICATION 

Richmond 
STATC: 

D is t r i c t  0 Building Public ' (XI Public Acq~r i r i t ion:  Occupied Q Yes: 

Site I,n Procq~ss Unoccupied Restr icted d 

C O O E  

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 
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- I I Being Considered Preservation work Unrestr icted 
Obiect 

ACCESSIBLE 1 TO T H E  PUBLIC1 

I I I  

P R E S E N T  USE (Check One or More as Appropriale) 

'Agricultural G o v e r n m e n t  Park 

tommerc io l  Industrial 

n Religious 

P r i v a t e  Residence 

Educational Mi l i ta ry  

Entertainment n Museum n Scient i f ic 

4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y  
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of V i r g i n i a  
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( a b r i d g e d  f rom &S Data. ) 

The James Monroe Tomb is a r e c t a n g u l a r  ( approx  13 'x  9') 
cast i r o n  "cageu which c o r n e r s  t h e  s i m p l e  g r a n i t e  s a r c o p h a p b  
of  James Monroe. It is  e x e c u t e d  ILn t h e  f l amboyan t  G o t h i c  
Rev iva l  S t y l e ,  A l a n c e t - a r c h e d  sicreen of  t h e  C a t h e d r a l  . 
window t y p e  is  used  o n  a l l  f o u r  f a c a d e s  w i t h  two f l a n k i n g  
s u b o r d i n a t e  l a n c e t  ~ r c h e s  includedl  on t h e  twr., . l o n g j f r o n t s .  
The c e n t r a l  a r c h  u s e s  a form of  r o s e  window t r a c e r y  a t  t h e  
t o p  w i t h  t h r e e  round a r c h e d  openiings below. The s c r e e n  m o t i f  
i s  f l a n k e d  by c o l o n e t t e s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  which s u p p o r t  m a l l  
t a b e r n a c l e s  r i s i n g  above t h e  facadlcs .  The " roof"  i s  a n  o p e n  
t r a c e r y  o g i v a l  c u r v e  canopy.  The tomb i s  p l a c e d  on a b l u f f  
o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  James ~ i v e r .  A low s t o n e  w a l l ,  which rises 
in p l a c e s  no  more t h a n  t w o - f e e t ,  l i n c i r c l e s  a c i r c l e  around 
t h e  t o n h .  The p l a n t i n g  I s  l i m i t e d 1  t o  g r a s s .  



e. SIGNI FJCANCE I 

P E R I O O  (Check One or More as Appropriate) / 

I Pre-Columbian C 16th Century 18th Century P t h  Century 

15th Century 17th Century 19th Century I I 
S P E C I F I C  D A T E I S )  ( I t  Applicable a n d  Known) 

A R E A S  OF S IGNIF ICANCE (Check One or More a s  Approprlale) 

Abor iginal Education 0 Pol i t ica l  a urban Planning , 

Prehistoric n Engineerlng L-J Roliglon/Phi- Other (Speclly) n 
Histoiic 13 Industry 1 1  losophy 0 

Agriculture ['I Invention 1: 1 Science 0 
Art Ly I Sculpture U 
Commerce 1.' I Architecture Social/Human- 

- 

Communications [ .) Literature n I tarian Ll 
Conservation Military u Theater ' 

Music Transportation 

S T A T  E M E N  T  0 F  S IGN1 F I C A N C E  (Include Personages, Datea~, E v m t s .  Etc.) 

. I NATIONAL I LANDMARK .- ---. I ' 
Designing tombs and monumcents f o r  t h e  powerful and famous 

has produced some of t h e  worldls most ou ts tanding  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
and has  been a cha l lenge  t o  thie worlds most ou ts tanding  a r c h i e  ' 

t e c t s .  The list runs from thie grandeur  of t h e  pyrztmides and 
t h e  T a j  Mahal t o  -the more modelst Wainwright tomb by Louis  - 
Su l l ivan .  I s  t h e  study of 19tlh-century American a r c h i t e c t u r e  . 
t h e  James Monroe Tomb i n  Hollylwood Cemetery, Richmond, V i r g i n i a  
occupies  an important p l ace  noit because of i t s  s t y l e  which i s  
Gothic Revival and not because of i t s  a r c h i t e c t ,  Alber t  Lybrock 
but because of i t s  m a t e r i a l .  The James Monroe tomb i s  made of 
c a s t  i r o n ,  c a s t  by t h e  f i r m  of Wood and Pero t  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a  
and e rec t ed  i n  1859. The d e l i c a t e  and flamboyant open Gothic  
t r a c e r y  of t h e  des ign  was possiibla t b  achieve  i n  c a s t  i r o n  i n  
an outdoors  tomb,in a manner not p o s s i b l e  a t  t h i s  s c a l e  i n  
s tone .  Though t h e  James Monroie Tomb i s  a smal l  s c a l e  master- 
p iece  of c a s t  i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  it d i d  not l e a v e  t h e  f a r  reaching  
s t r u c t u r a l  o r  s t y l i s t i c  influelnce of o t h e r  c a s t  i r o n  achievements 
such a s  t h e  dome of t h e  United S t a t e s  Cap i to l  i n  Washington, D.C. 

I 

HISTORY (Abridged from HABS Data) -- 
James Monroe; f i f t h  Presildent of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  d i ed  i n  

New York Ci ty  on Ju ly  4 ,  1831, and was bur ied  i n  t h e  New York c i t y  
Marble Cemetery. I n  1856 p laW were proposed t o  e r e c t  a monument 
i n  memory of t h e  l a t e  Presidenit i n  New York. A t  t h i s  t ime ,  Governor 
Henry A. Wise received a l e t t e l r  from t h e  Governor of New York 
inqu i r ing  i f  V i rg in i a ,  b i r t h p l a c e  of Monroe, wished t o  have t h e  
body r e i n t e r r e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  W o  thousand d o l l a r s  was t o t e d  by t t e  
V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  and t h e  body of Monroe was re turned  on 

I t  
t h e  steamship ~amestown", on loan  from t h e  Vi rg in i a  Steamship 
Company, accompanied by t h e  Setventh Regiment from New York. ImpreS- 

s i v e  ceremonies were he ld  i n  Richmond, h igh l igh ted  by speeches fror l  
t h e  Governors of New York and V i r g i n i a  c a l l i n g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y .  
The records  of Hollywood Cemetery were burned i n  1865, and a s  a .  

r e s u l t  t h e r e  a r e  no s p e c i f i c  records  of   on roe's b u r i a l  p l ace  and 
t h e  monument. 



William b1. E. Raschall, "president hlonroe's Rleturn to ~irginia", 
Virginia Cavalcade, Vol. 3, No. I (Summer, 1953). 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M  B E R :  
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