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Hollywood Cemetery is s i t u a t e d  on a  b l u f f  overlooking t h e  James River d i r e c t . y  
a c r o s s  from Be l l e  I s l e .  The s o i l  i s  composed l a r g e l y  of c l a y  bo l s t e red  by . 
a cons iderable  number of g rave l  beds. A stream fed by C la rke ' s  Spring once 
c u t  i n t o  the  b l u f f  and wi th  i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  formed s e v e r a l  v a l l e y s  which , give  the  h i l l y  c h a r a c t e r  t o  the  a r e a .  The main v a l l e y ,  running nor th  t o  
south  along the  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  b u r i a l  ground, i s  flanked on the  west 
by t h r e e  sma l l e r  ones a t  r i g h t  ang les ,  g iv ing  some formal i ty  t o  the  land 
a s  seen on the  map, but  any r egu la r  p a t t e r n  is  unnoticeable on a c t u a l  
observa t ion .  The r i v e r  f r o n t  r i s e s  dramat ica l ly  from the  lower e a s t e r n  
s tream bed t o  t h e  high b l u f f  a t  t h e  western co rne r ,  and descends t o  the  r i v e r  
by a  s e r i e s  of n a t u r a l  t e r r a c e s .  It  is on the  lowest t e r r a c e  t h a t  the  old 
James River and Kanawha Canal runs.  The s tone  Gothic chapel  is placed 
a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g a t e ,  a  l oca t ion  deemed appropr i a t e  due t o  i t s  being "very 
favorable  t o  a n  extens ive  view of the grounds." O r i g i n a l l y  the chapel  
tower i t s e l f  was the  ga te  house, and a  rough s tone  wa l l  leading  up t o  i t  
was p a r t i a l l y  f in i shed  and p lanted  wi th  ivy t o  g ive  t h e  e f f e c t  of  a  "ruin" 
--a popular English Picturesque form. 
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John Notman l a i d  o u t  the  roads t o  fol low the  contour  of the  land which 
produced two advantages:  f i r s t ,  the  grading and c u t t i n g  of  road beds 
was p r a c t i c a l l y  e l iminated ,  except a t  two po in t s ;  second, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  c r e a t i n g  views a t  the  n a t u r a l  turns  i n  the  roads was increased.  Notman 
recommended t h a t  r u s t i c  br idges  be b u i l t  over t h e  small  ponds c rea t ed  by a  
dam a t  the south  end; a  1906 d e s c r i p t i o n  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was 
done: "Scat tered he re  and t h e r e  a r e  a  half-dozen l akes ,  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
the  e l e v a t i o n  of the  l a t t e r  forming i n  two ins tances  p ic turesque  w a t e r f a l l s ,  
while  ornanikntal bi-'idge's a i e  'fdund where"e&l;' the  'si t 'uatiofi  sGgges'ts th6iii." 
These ponds and t h e p r i g i n a l  br idges have gone and the  only i d e n t i f i a b l e  
plant&igs t h a t  re '& in  a& ' tce 'niagnblias along the  former ponds, 'but fhe 
s e n s i t i v e  planning of the  d r i v e s  and walks do remain i n  the  o r i g i n a l  f o r t y -  . :, . ,  . 
four  a c r e  a r e a  and the  s p i r i t  of Notman s ~ d e a s  has been r e t a ined  i n  the  
expansion of  the  b u r i a l  grounds t o  the west a long the r i v e r  b l u f f .  The 
f u n e r a l  s c u l p t u r e  which has grown up i n  the  h i l l s  and v a l l e y s  a l s o  expresses  
t h e  Romantic theme i n  t h e i r  reproduct ions i n  s tone  of c l a s s i c  columns, t r e e  
stumps overgrown wi th  f e r n s ,  and c rosses  composed of oak branches t i e d  
together  wi th  rope.  The cemetery i s  a l s o  a  t e x t  book of the  famous Richmond 
ironwork of which the  Gothic i r o n  "cage" surrounding Pres ident  Monroe's 
tomb is t h e  most impressive. The p l a i n  s tone  sarcophagus i s  surrounded 
by four  c a s t  i r o n  screens  i n  the  form of l a r g e  l a n c e t  a rches  flanked by 
two sma l l e r  ones. Corner co lonnet tes  topped by f i n i a l s  support  an i r o n  
canopy which swe l l s  i n  a n  og iva l  curve up t o  a  c e n t r a l  t h r e e - t i e r e d  f i n i a l .  

A l a r g e  d r y - l a i d  s tone  pyramid a t  the  no r th  end of  t h e  grounds marks the  
burying p lace  of  e igh teen  thousand Confederate dead. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I C N I  F I C A N C E  (Include Personsr?ea, Datse, El7snla. Etc.) 

. S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Orig ina l ly  named Mount Vernon Cemetery, Hollywood was f i r s t  planned i n  1847 
when a group of Richmond business  l eade r s  formed a s tock  company t o  develop 
a  " r u r a l  decorated cemetery" f o r  t h e i r  c i t y .  However, i t  was n o t  u n t i l  
1856 t h a t  the  General Assembly approved the c h a r t e r  of  the  new company 
because s o  much f r i c t i o n  has been engendered by ad jo in ing  proper ty  owners 
and o t h e r s  who feared  adverse e f f e c t s  from the  burying ground. By 1860 
Hollywood Cemetery was secure  i n  t h e  Richmond scene and was f a s t  becoming 
the  p r i n c i p a l  and most fash ionable  burying s p o t  of the c i t y .  
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The f a s c i n a t i n g  a r r a y  o f  n ine teenth-century  tombstones and memorials a r e  an 
added f e a t u r e  of t h e  Cemetery. The f i r s t  b u r i a l  occurred i n  Ju ly  of 1848, 
and s i n c e  t h a t  time Hollywood has been the  scene of many interments  of famo 
Virg in ians  and o the r s .  I n  1858 the  General Assembly appropr ia ted  the  money 
t o  have the remains of  James Monroe moved t o  Richmond from New York. This 
was undertaken, and the  remains were r e i n t e r r e d  on 5 J u l y  1858, under a n  
e l a b o r a t e  wrought-iron monument. In  1903 the  remains of Mrs. Monroe and 
her  daughter  were brought t o  Hollywood and )a id  by t h e  P res iden t ' s  s ide .  
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The success of Hollywood is due, by a  l a rge  measure, to  i t s  s i t e  and p lan  
a s  l a i d  o u t  by John Notman of  Phi lade lphia .  O r i g i n a l l y  a  des ign  f o r  t h e  
p lan  had been forwarded i n  August, 1847, by a  William H. P r a t t ,  a n  a r c h i t e c  
and super in tending  engineer  of Green Mount Cemetery, near  Baltimore. Howev 
a f t e r  a  s h o r t  time, Notman was asked t o  submit "a more complete and p rec i se  
p lan  t h a n  t h a t  which had been furnished by M r .  P ra t t . "  Notman completed 
h is .  p lans  i n  1848,,, and t h e , . s ~ t e w a s  ready f o r  ded ica t ion  i n  .June 0.f 1849. 
It  should be remembered t h a t  Notman was a  well-known a r c h i t e c t  and landscap 
who had designed t h r e e  of t h e  co t t ages  a t  Priqceton Univers i ty  a s   well a s  
Laurel H i l l  Cemetery i n  Phi lade lphia  and o t h e r  cemeteries  and parks i n  the  
middle yea r s  of the  n ine teenth-ceqtury . ,  , . . . . .  

The d a t e s  of cons t ruc t ion  f o r  most of t h e  en t rance  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  indeed 
a mystery, because those . spec i f i ed  i n  Notman's p lans  were not  b u i l d .  The 
b e l l  tower of h i s  des ign  was never b u i l t ,  bu t  the p resen t  one, t o  which 
a  chapel  was added i n  1898, wouid probably have been acceptable  t o  him. 

iHowever, Notman's o v e r a l l  p lans  were followed q u i t e  c l o s e l y  a s  f a r  a s  
I ? l a n t i n g s ,  roadways, and t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  i n  the idea  of  bu i ld ing  up 
, , . L c t u r e s q u e  ponds of  water .  Today, Hollywood continues t o  d i s p l a y  the  

"zura l"  beauty which made i t  so popular i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century .  Althoug 
:he more spec tacu la r  a spec t s  of the  grounds a r e  gone--the foun ta ins ,  ponds 
and the  "ruin"--the b a s i c  combination of  an e x c e l l e n t  s i t e  and good plannin 

: h e l p  i t  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  cha rac te r .  
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8. Among o t h e r  famous people buried i n  Hollywood a r e  Pres ident  John Tyler  
and h i s  second wife ,  Matthew Fontaine Maury, Judge John W. Mason, 

Pres ident  J e f f e r s o n  Davis and h i s  wife ,  John Randolph of Roanoke, General 
J.E.B. S t u a r t ,  Governor Fitzhugh Lee, and numerous Confederate s o l d i e r s .  
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