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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Joseph P. Winston House is a two-and-a~half-story, three-bay brick structure with a
half-story, ogee-curved mansard roof covered with Imbricated black slate shingles. The
house is conspicuously located at 103 East Grace Street in the midst of Richmond's
commercial district, Approached from Grace Street, the house is set back from neigh-
boring structures by a small front yard, enclosed by its original cast-iron picket
fence with gate. "The main entry is approached by a series of high, white marble steps
leading to an elaborate cast-iron porch., FEach bay of the porch is composed of an
elaborately ornamented arch, supported by delicately twisted columns; the spandrels
contain openwork scrolling, with an unusual pinwheel~style ornament projecting from
the impost. The porch shelters all three bays of the front (north) elevation. The main
entryway consists of a double-entry of which the front door is executed in wood, with
the vestibule door containing elaborate etched-glass panels. The windows of the first
story are floor length, and like the windows on thé second story,have simple segmental
hood molds and narrow stone sills. A wooden cornice with modillions, dentils, and
rosettes is carried on all but the west side of the building, which abuts the Richmond
Art Company. Projecting from the mansard roof is a pair of pedimented dormers with
consoles, the southeast Jormer containing 6/6 multicolored window panes dating to the
19th century.

The three-bay east elevation is composed of windows surmounted by flat arches and
unornamented stone sills. The rear (south) elevation of two bays contains an original
two-tiered wooden porch, featuring ornamental sawn balusters on the first story. The
rear windows are unorramented, and the first-story windows were bricked up at a later
date. A two-story, two-bay brick ell projects from the main block, from which there
further projects & two-story, three-bay brick servants wing. A brick, one-story garage
adjoins the servants' wing, with a small, brick-paved garden courtyard constructed in
the rear.

The Winston House has a conventional side-hall plan, typical of town houses of
the period. The main passage is to the west, with three large rooms to the east, The
smaller service rooms are located to the rear. The interior of the Winston House has
undergone cosmetic alteration, with the original architectural components being pre-~
served throughout. The original white marble mantels in both the Rococo and Eastlake
styles, are found in all of the main rooms of the house, along with the doors and main
stairway. The stairway retains evidence of original graining, primarily on its
elaborately turned newel post, within decorative recessed panels.

The third, or attic, floor has been remodeled to include colonial-style interiors,
formerly used as sale rooms for the Richmond Art Company's Antique Department.

Abutting the Winston House to the west is the Richmond Art Company building
designed by prominent Richmond Architect Duncan Lee in 1920. The three-story main
elevation of the three-bay building is stuccoed and is designed in the period's
variation of the Spanish or Mediterranean style. The interior of the building has been
remodeled to reflect changes in modern Richmond's commereial trends.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Joseph P. Winston

SrLoelor R
House is significant to Richmond's archirectural history. as

one of the few remaining 19th-century residential structures on now highly commercial

Grace Street.

Built by a successful Richmond merchant, the house now stands as an

isolated example of 19th-century building practices and styles during the South's Recon-

struction Period.

Built at a time when American domestic architectural elements were becoming

popularized in builder's catalogues,
available in catalogues that would have served the Richmond area.

the house incorporates "stock" materials that were
The house's exterior

details, such as cornice and ironworks, along with interior elements, such as doors and

moldings,may be found in such

catalogues.

Although mass-produced, the quality of these

materials appears to be in keeping with the standards of craftsmanship found during the
antebellum period, and in keeping with the relatively high social status of the original

builder, Joseph P. Winston.

Not only is the house significant as a
but also as a document of the city's changing residential trends.

-

n artifact of the city's architectural history
When erected by Joseph

P. Winston in 1873-4 on land purchased from the estate of Richard C, Wortham in 1872, the

neighborhood was occupied by affluent professionals and merchants.

Joseph Winston,

probably from Hanover County, came to Richmond around 1850 and conducted a successful

wholesale grocery and commission business in the city until his death in 1880.

Winston's

choice of an address on Fast Crace Street was most likely influenced by its location

near his business, as well as the homes of his associates.

The Winston family occupied

the house until 1895, when Winston's widow moved to Jefferson County, Kentucky,

ultimately selling the property in 1903 to Albert Fletcher.

sccession of owners until its
the Richmond Art Company next
tures serve as a statement of
the Winston House as the home
hood gone commercial, and the

undergo redefinition.

The house then had a

acquisition in 1929 by the Joel family, the founders of

door and present owners of both properties.

Both struc~

changing trends in Richmond's commercial development -
of a Richmond merchant, built in a residential neighbor-
Richmond Art Company, designed by the Richmond architect
Duncan Lee, & commercial structure that stands in a neighborhood that continues to
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Richmond Art Company is a three-story, three-bay structure, executed in brick,
covered with stucco. Built in the Spanish-Mediterrean Revival style, the gabled roof
structure was designed by the Richmond architect, Duncan Lee. The first story contains
the building's main entrance which is flanked by large plate-glass display windows.

A red-tiled shed roof shelters the first story. The second story displays a central
bay window also covered by a tiled roof. The window is flanked by multi-pane casement
windows. Two statues ornament the roof. The third story has an arcaded balcony flanked

by casement windows.

The interior consists of an open-store display area on the first and second
stories, with offices and storage on the third story. The building is connected to
the neighboring Winston House.
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