INST .UCTIONS

SEE

Jz2?-22k
VLR -~ | \/le]T] N/ f' F. 2 ,f’._’ o I8
For + 10-300 ' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 222 s
{Suly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE VIRGINIA
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RICHMOND (in cit.,)
INVENTORY = NOMINATION FORM FOR NP5 USE ONLY
) ENTRY NUMBER | DATE
{Type all entries = complete applicable sections] T
1
1. NAME
COMMON,
BROAD STREET STATION
AMOSQR HISTORIC:
| BROAD STREET STATION
2. LOCATION
| STREET ANC NUMBER:
Broad and Robinson Streets
CiTy OR TOWH:
Richmond
STATE CODE COUNTY. CODE
Virainia 51 {(in cit.) 7260
*3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check Tne} OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
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4, OWNER OF PROPERTY Stuart Shumate, President
OWNER'S NAME n
. S
Richmond Terminal Railway Cc. (R,F, & P. and Seaboard Coastline R.R.) | ~ -
STREET AND NUMBER; CIE m
Room 200, Broad Street Station -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE! CODE
| Richmond _____ Virginia 51
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L Richmond Citv Hall 0z
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Broad and Tenth Streetsg L= 5
CITY OR TOWN: TSTATE CODE | 4 A,
Richmond Virginia 51 ‘
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|6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS ! !
~TITLEOF SURVEY. \|r_'1-
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Suzvey I 2]+
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 ] Federal X State O Ceunty ] Leeal z| &2
LEFPDQSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g %
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission e
STREET AND NUMBER; ! # m
9th Street State Office Building ' 2
CITY OR TOWN: |STATE: I cooe __1'.__| =
Richmond, Virginia 51 | |»|
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7. QESCRIPTION
{Check One)

X1 Excellont {J Good [ Feir 1 Detericrated [ Ruins {T] Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One}
{0 Alrared {3} Unaitered (] Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

John Russell Pope's monumental design for Broad Street Station
symbolizes the importance that train travel once had in America. Neo-
classical in form, the station is dominated by a vast, domed, central waiting
room, flanked by two wings, and a long projection or concourse on the rear
from which access to the tracks is obtained. A passenger enters the station
via a hexa-style-in-antis, Roman Doric portico surmounted by a full entabla-
ture and a parapet. The interior of the portico has a coffered, barrel-
vaulted ceiling. Crowning the central portion of the building is a saucer-
shaped, copper dome, supported on a low octagonal drum with large lunettes
on its four greater sides. The three-storied wings are separated by simple
pilasters into three bays on their front and rear facades and six bays on
their sides. There are cast-iron and glass canopies supported by ornamen-
tal brackets around the first flboor level of each of the wings for passenger
unloading. The entablature and a slight parapet continue around the wings
and into the long, rear concourse. In June, 1951, a section of the massive
dome slipped because of lightening damage. One hundred twenty feet of a
concrete ledge surrounding the dome collapsed and loosened the tile covering
of the dome, This necessitated the removal of the rest of the tile, and a
replacement with copper sheathing. Unlike many stations of its era, Broad
Street does not have one large train shed, but rather, a series of covered
platforms below the concourse supported by cast-iron Ionic columns, The
placement of the station on a promontory of landcreated an ideal position
for the tracks at the base of the slope.

The interior of the station has a long axis running north - south,
crossed by a shorter east-west axis. From the portico, one enters an ex-
pansive, octagonal-shaped space which serves as the main waiting room. On
each of the four larger sides of the octagon is an arch. Two of the arches
are supported by two Ionic columns, and two are blocked in with granite and
decorated with Ionic pilasters. The soffits of the arches are lined with
rosetted coffers. Above each of the arches is a large lunette, underlined
by a dentiled cornice which circumscribes the room.

The four smaller angles of the octagon have semi-circular niches,
lined with rosetted coffers, leading to smaller waiting and baggage rooms.
The dome arches 94 feet over this whole section, which contains the ticket
counter and mahogany benches for waiting passengers.

Entrance to the station can also be had from the one-story east-
west axis, which crosses the longitudinal axis just behind the main lobby.
At the intersection, there is a square hall with a high, flat, coffered
ceiling. Four Jonic, granite columns demarcate this passage on the northern
and gouthern sides.

A long, narrow concourse projects northward from the intersection
of the axis. The walls are pierced by a row of eleven, tall, straight win-
dows, placed high up on each side of the room. Below the windows, doors
lead to the covered ramps to the tracks. There is a high, elliptical-
vaulted ceiling, which is finished in plaster with no decoration. Mahogany
benches line the walls and the center of the room,

The interior of the station is as functional and elegant as the
facade. When it was first opened, Broad Street station also had a large
and convenient parking area, which figured in John Russell Pope's total con-
ception of the station,
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E. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More a» Appropriate)

(] Pre-Columbian! 3 16th Century ] 18th Century K1 20th Cantury
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century 3 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known) 1919
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Abor iginal [0 Education O Political [CJ Urban Planning
{J Prehistoric O Engineering ] Religion/Phi. (J Other (Specity)
[ Histeric 3O Industry losophy
7] Agriculture J Inventien [ Science
(A Architecture [0 Londscope [ Sculpture
1 Art Architecture [ Secial/Human-
[} Commsice O Literature itarion
O Communications ] Milirary ] Theater
[ Censervation C Music E] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Richmond's Broad Street Station ranks among the Commonwealth's
most distinguished and ambitious works of architecture. The design for this
monumental edifice was provided by John Russell Pope (1874-1937), one of the
most prominent architects of his day, whose work includes the designs for
such nationally famous landmarks as the Jefferson Memorial and the National
Gallery of Art. Completed in 1919, after a construction period of two yearﬁ,
Broad Street Station was among the last of the great rail terminals to be
built in what has been termed the 'Golden Age of Railroads."

Broad Street Station replaces two earlier stations that served
the historic Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Railroad, When its
immediate predecessor, located between Byrd, Canal, Seventh, and Eighth
Streets, became too crowded to handle both commuter and long distance
passengers, it was decided to reroute the larger passenger trains to the wesk
end of town and erect a new terminal to serve them. The grounds of the Hermif
tage Country Club were chosen as the site of Pope's neo-classic edifice.

Although the volume of traffic through the station has greatly
dwindled in recent years, Broad Street Station still serves the trains of
the R,F, &P, and the Seaboard Coast Line Railroads, and also houses the
central offices of the R.,F.&P. Despite its decline as a major transportati¢n
center the station remains a monument of civic and commercial pride expressed
through architecture. Architectural historian William B. O'Neal statedthat
the building gains in effectiveness from "its careful use of natural materials,
the ease with which large crowds may be handled within it, and the wisdom of
the owners and architect in selecting a site that afforded adequate parking
space--now the constant and constantly unsolved problem of urban living."
0'Neal further declared that with the designing of the station, Pope ''gave
back to the city the serenity of classic forms put to commercial uses.'

.o



{9- :MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENGES

C

Files of the Valentine Museum, Richmond: Train Stations.
O'Neal, William B., Architecture in Virginia, New York: Walker & Company,

Inc., 1968.

[10. 'GEOGRAPHICAL DATA i

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

Py

CEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE rrOPERTY | O DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° ' " ° o 379 33 40" | 77° 27 57 °
NE ] [ L o : . s '
SE -] ’ r L] -] ] -
sw Q ] - -] ] ]

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Less than 10 acres

iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE QR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CeoGE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: : CODE
( STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

[1]. FORM PREPARED BY: i

NAME AND TITLE:

Elizabeth Cheek

{12. STATE LIAISON QFFICER CERTIFICATION

ORGAMIZATION OATE
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Aupust 2, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER: .
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN: {STATE CCDE
Richmond Virginia 51

-MATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thel designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [ State X Local [

The recommended

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

FEB 23197,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

FEB 231972

}. Moody, Jr.,‘ lrector

Title storic Landmarks Commission
NOV 161971

Da‘e - [ - it N P . !

Date
ATTEST
Keepor ol The National Regdister
9 '
Date ‘ .' t:‘ Q??
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