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> E I C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  .NO O R l C l N I L  ( I fknownJ P H V S I C I L  A P P E I m A N C E  

John Russe l l  Pope's monumental des ign  f o r  Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  
symbolizes t h e  importance t h a t  t r a i n  t r a v e l  once had i n  America. Neo- 
c l a s s i c a l  i n  form, the  s t a t i o n  i s  dominated by a vasC,domed, c e n t r a l  wai t ing  
room, f lanked by two wings, and a  long p r o j e c t i o n  o r  concourse on t h e  r e a r  
from which a c c e s s  t o  t h e  t r a c k s  i s  obta ined .  A passenger e n t e r s  t h e  s t a t i c  
v i a  a  hexa - s ty l e - in -an t i s ,  Roman Doric p o r t i c o  surmounted by a f u l l  en tab la -  
t u r e  and a pa rape t .  The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  p o r t i c o  has  a  c o f f e r e d ,  b a r r e l -  
vau l t ed  c e i l i n g .  Crowning t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is a saucer -  
shaped, copper  dome, supported on a low octagonal  drum wi th  l a r g e  l u n e t t e s  
on i ts  four  g r e a t e r  s i d e s .  The t h r e e - s t o r i e d  wings a r e  sepa ra t ed  by simple 
p i l a s t e r s  i n t o  t h r e e  bays on t h e i r  f r o n t  and r e a r  facades and s i x  bays on 
t h e i r  s i d e s .  There a r e  c a s t - i r o n  and g l a s s  canopies  supported by ornamen- 
t a l  b r a c k e t s  around the  f i r s t  fl'or l e v e l  of  each of  the  wings f o r  passenger 
unloading. The e n t a b l a t u r e  and a s l i g h t  parapet  con t inue  around t h e  wings 
and i n t o  t h e  long,  r e a r  concourse. I n  June, 1951, a  s e c t i o n  of the  massive 
dome s l i p p e d  because of  l i g h t e n i n g  damage. One hundred twenty f e e t  o f  a  
conc re t e  ledge  surrounding t h e  dome co l l apsed  and loosened the  t i l e  covering 
of t h e  dome. This  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  removal of  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  t i l e ,  and a 
replacement w i t h  copper shea th ing .  Unlike many s t a t i o n s  of  i t s  e r a ,  Broad 
S t r e e t  does n o t  have one l a r g e  t r a i n  shed, but  r a t h e r ,  a s e r i e s  of  covered 
p la t forms below t h e  concourse supported by c a s t - i r o n  I o n i c  columns. The 
placement o f  t h e  s t a t i o n  on a  promontory of  landcrea ted  a n  i d e a l  p o s i t i o n  
f o r  t h e  t r a c k s  a t  t h e  base of  t h e  s lope .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  s t a t i o n  has  a long axis running n o r t h  - sou th ,  
c rossed  by a  s h o r t e r  eas t -wes t  a x i s .  From t h e  p o r t i c o ,  one e n t e r s  a n  ex- 
pansive,  octagonal-shaped space  which se rves  as the  main w a i t i n g  room. Cn 
each of  t h e  f o u r  l a r g e r  s i d e s  of the  octagon is an a rch .  Tko o f  t h e  a rches  
a r e  supported by two I o n i c  columns, and two a r e  blocked i n  wi th  g r a n i t e  and 
decora ted  w i t h  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s .  The s o f f i t s  o f  the  a rches  a r e  l i n e d  w i t h  
rose tced  c o f f e r s .  Above each of the  a rches  i s  a l a r g e  l u n e t t e ,  under l ined  
by a  d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e  which c i rcumscr ibes  t h e  room. 

The f o u r  sma l l e r  ang les  of  t h e  octagon have semi -c i r cu la r  n i ches ,  
l i ned  wi th  r o s e t t e d  c o f f e r s ,  l eading  t o  s m a l l e r  wa i t ing  and baggage rooms. 
The dome a r c h e s  94 f e e t  over  t h i s  whole s e c t i o n ,  which con ta ins  t h e  t i c k e t  
coun te r  and mahogany benches f o r  wa i t ing  passengers .  

Entrance t o  the  s t a t i o n  can a l s o  be had from t h e  one-s tory  e a s t -  
wes t  a x i s ,  which c r o s s e s  t h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  a x i s  j u s t  behind t h e  main lobby. 
A t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  is a  square  h a l l  w i t h  a h igh ,  f l a t ,  co f fe red  
c e i l i n g .  Four I o n i c ,  g r a n i t e  columns demarcate t h i s  passage on the  nor the l  
and southern  s i d e s .  

A long,  narrow concourse p r o j e c t s  northward from t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
of the  a x i s .  The w a l l s  a r e  p ierced  by a  row of  e leven ,  t a l l ,  s t r a i g h t  win- 
dows, placed h igh  up on each s i d e  of t h e  room. Below t h e  windows, doors  
l e a d  t o  t h e  covered ramps t o  t h e  t r acks .  There i s  a  high,  e l l i p t i c a l -  
vau l t ed  c e i l i n g ,  which is f in i shed  i n  p l a s t e r  w i th  no decora t ion .  Mahogan] 
benches l i n e  t h e  w a l l s  and t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  room. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  s t a t i o n  is as func t iona l  and e l e g a n t  a s  t h e  
facade. When it was f i r s t  opened, Broad S t r e e t  s t a t i o n  a l s o  had a l a r g e  
and convenient  parking a r e a ,  which f igu red  i n  John Russe l l  pope's t o t a l  con- 
c e p t i o n  of t h e  s t a t i o n .  
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1 Richmond's Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  ranks among t h e  Commonwealth's 
most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  and ambit ious works of  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The des ign  f o r  t h i  
monumental e d i f i c e  was provided by John Russe l l  Pope (1874-1937), one o f  t h e  
most prominent a r c h i t e c t s  of h i s  day, whose work inc ludes  t h e  des igns  f o r  
such n a t i o n a l l y  famous landmarks a s  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  Memorial and t h e  Nat ional  

Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  was among t h e  l a s t  of  t h e  g r e a t  r a i l  t e rmina l s  t o  be 
b u i l t  i n  what has  been termed t h e  "Golden Age of Rai l roads ."  

Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  r e p l a c e s  two e a r l i e r  s t a t i o n s  t h a t  served  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac Rai l road .  When i ts  

? 
Gal le ry  of  A r t .  Completed i n  1919, a f t e r  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  per iod  of two years ,  

immediate predecessor ,  loca ted  between Byrd, Canal ,  Seventh,  and Eighth 
S t r e e t s ,  became too  crowded t o  handle both  c o m u t e r  and long d i s t a n c e  
passengers ,  i t  w a s  decided t o  r e r o u t e  t h e  l a r g e r  passenger  t r a i n s  t o  the  west 
end of t a r n  and e r e c t  a new terminal  t o  s e r v e  them. The grounds of  t h e  Hermi- 
tage  Country Club were chosen a s  t h e  s i t e  of  Pope's n e o - c l a s s i c  e d i f i c e .  

Although t h e  volume of  t r a f f i c  through t h e  s t a t i o n  has  g r e a t l y  
dwindled i n  r ecen t  y e a r s ,  Broad S t r e e t  S t a t i o n  s t i l l  s e r v e s  t h e  t r a i n s  of 
t h e  R.F. &P. and t h e  Seaboard Coast Line Rai l roads ,  and a l s o  houses t h e  
c e n t r a l  o f f i c e s  of  t h e  R.F.&P. Despi te  i t s  d e c l i n e  a s  a  major t r a n s p o r t a t i ~ , n  
c e n t e r  t h e  s t a t i o n  remains a  monument of  c i v i c  and commercial p r i d e  expressei  
through a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  William B.  O'Neal s t a t e d t h a t  
the  bu i ld ing  ga ins  i n  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  from "its c a r e f u l  use of  n a t u r a l  mate ria'.^, 
the  e a s e  w i t h  which l a r g e  crowds may be handled w i t h i n  i t ,  and the  wisdom of 
t h e  owners and a r c h i t e c t  i n  s e l e c t i n g  a  s i te  t h a t  a f fo rded  adequate parking 
space--now t h e  c o n s t a n t  and c o n s t a n t l y  unsolved problem o f  urban l i v i n g . "  
O'Neal f u r t h e r  dec la red  t h a t  wi th  t h e  des ign ing  of  t h e  s t a t i o n ,  Pope "gave 
back t o  t h e  c i t y  t h e  s e r e n i t y  of c l a s s i c  forms pu t  t o  c o m e r c i a l  uses." 
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