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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Jackson Ward i s  a v i s u a l l y  cohes ive  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood o f  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  
to~mhouses  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of Richmond. Covering some for ty- two c i t y  b locks ,  
t h e  neighborhood has wel l -def ined  boundaries.  On i t s  nor the rn  edge i s  t h e  Richmond- 
Petersburg  Tbrnpike; i t s  e a s t e r n  l m i t s  a r e  s e t  by a redevelopment a r e a  c e n t e r e d  
around t h e  Richmond Coliseum; t h e  sou the rn  edge is def ined  by t h e  wholly commercial 
a r e a  p a r a l l e l i n g  Broad S t r e e t ;  and t o  t h e  west ,  t h e  neighborhood d i s s o l v e s  i n t o  truen-
t i e t h - c e n t u r y  housing of l i t t l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  The s t r e e t s  a r e  
l a i d  on a g r i d  p lan  wi th  t h e ' e x c e p t i o n  of Brook Road which c u t s  through t h e  d i s t r i c t  
on a d iagona l  fo l lowing an o l d  tu rnp ike  t r a c e  a n t e d a t i n g  t h e  o t h e r  s t r e e t s .  The p r i n -  
c i p a l  s t r e e t s  run east-west  and a r e  (from n o r t h  t o  sou th )  h v a l ,  Jackson,  Leigh ,  Clay, 
and Mar-hall. The nor th-south  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  a r e  (from e a s t  t o  wes t )  5 t h  through 1st 
S t r e e t s ,  St .  James, Adams, Madison, Monroe, Henry, and Gilmer S t r e e t s .  The western  
edge of t h e  neighborhood i s  i n t e r r u p t e d  by a major  four- lane  a r t e r y ,  Belv idere  S t r e e t  
(U,S. Route 1-301), which, however, has a l r ~ a y s  been a p r i n c i p a l  thoroughfare .  Belv idere  
S t r e e t  has been h e a v i l y  p lan ted  w i t h  t r e e s  and shrubbery i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  l e s s e n i n g  
i t s  impact a s  a v i s u a l  i n t r u s i o n .  Trees a r e  t h i n l y  s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  r e s t  o f  Jackson 
: ~ a r d ' s  s t r e e t s  wi th  t h e  except ion  o f  Clay S t r e e t  which f o r  most of i t s  course  is shaded 
by a canopy of elms, making i t  one of the  more handsome h i s t o r i c  thoroughfares  i n  t h e  
c i t y .  Clay S t r e e t ,  l i k e  n e a r l y  a l l  o t h e r  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  is l i n e d  r ~ i t h  b r i c k  
sidewalks l a i d  i n  her r ingbone p a t t e r n  and bordered by g r a n i t e  curbs .  

The a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Jackson Ward i ~ c l u d e s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  ept i re  range  of medium-size 
townhouse types  e r e c t e d  i n  Richmond from t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century .  Most o f  t h e  dwel l ings  a r e  row houses w i t h  p a r t y  w a l l s ,  a l though  
f r ee - s t and ing  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  no t  uncommon. Nearly a l l  a r e  b u i l t  on sma l l ,  narrow l o t s  
and have f r o n t  yards t e n  f e e t  deep o r  l e s s .  Many o f  t h e  y a r d s  a r e  enclosed  by orna-
menta l  i r o n  fences .  A number o f  houses o r i g i n a l l y  had f r ee - s t and ing  k i t c h e n s  and o t h e r  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  b u t  t h e s e  have e i t h e r  d isappeared  o r  have been incorpora ted  
i n t o  l a t e r  wings. The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  houses a r e  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k ;  o n l y  a few a r e  frame. 
Ninety pe rcen t  of t h e  n e a r l y  s i x  hundred houses i n  Jackson Ward were e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  and some one hundred of them d a t e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  War between t h e  
S t a t e s .  One of t h e  e a r l i e s t  is a 1793 gambrel-roof frame c o t t a g e ,  one of on ly  two 
remaining examples of a once p r e v a l e n t  Richmond type. A t  l e a s t  f o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  houses 
d a t e  p r i o r  t o  1820. An e s p e c i a l l y  handsome Federa l  house is t h e  f r e e s t a n d i n g  Addolph 
D i l l  House e r e c t e d  i n  1832 a t  00 Clay S t r e e t ,  one o f  few houses e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  c i t y  
dur ing  t h a t  decade. The Greek Reviv21 s t y l e  i s  w e l l  r ep resen ted  by numerous three-bay 
townhouses w i t h  sma l l  Doric porches.  The l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of I t a l i a n a E e  s t y l e  pos t -C iv i l  
Idar dwel l ings  a r e  noted f o r  t h e i r  very  handsome ironwork porches.  Clay S t r e e t  con ta ins  
one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  ornamental c a s t  i r o n  i n  t h e  count ry .  The houses of 
t h e  1880s and '90s a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e i r  e l a b o r a t e  Eas t l ake  s t y l e  wooden porches. 

The m a j o r i t y  of Jackson Ward's dwel l ings ,  e a r l y  and l a t e ,  were b u i l t  a s  midd le -c l a s s  
housing; many now a r e  occupied b y  pso re r  f a m i l i e s  and have been subdivided f o r  m u l t i -  
family occupancy. There i s ,  however, an unusua l ly  h igh  percentage  ( f o r  an  inne r  c i t y  
neighborhood) of r e s i d e n t  ownership which c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  many o f  t h e  houses being main- 
t a i n e d  i n . b e t t e r  cond i t ion  than  o therwise  would be expected f o r  such an a r e a .  Tile more 
d i l a p i d a t e d  houses a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  n e a r  t h e  Turnpilie. 
The houses i n  tl ie b e s t  c o n d i t i o n  li.ne Clay and Lcigh S t r e e t s .  Desp i t e  nany p ressu res ,  
t h e  neighborhood remains remar!iably s t a b l e .  The n o r t h  s i d e  o f  S t .  James S t r e e t ' s  600 
b l u c k  i s  a l l  r e s i d e n t  owned wi th  no changes i n  t i t l e  having t aken  p l a c e  s i n c e  1936. 

(See c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  11 2) 
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Jeckson Ward i s  a f i n e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood and i n t e r n a l l y  one 

of  t h e  l e a s t  a l t e r e d  i n  Richmond. The a rea  i s  broadly  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  s t u d e n t s  of blac!~, 

urban, and bus iness  h i s t o r y  and i s  unique f o r  having been t h e  c e n t e r  of  Negro community 

l i f e  i n  Richmond d u r i n g  a  watershed e r a  f o r  t h a t  r a c e  and t h e  na t ion .  


D ~ r i n z  t h e  decades around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  when Richmond had powerful c r e d e n t i a l s  

f c r  being cons idered  t h e  foremost  blaclc bus iness  comnunity i n  t h e  n a t i o n ,  Jackson Warti 

~i;s t h e  hub of b lack  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  s t a t e .  

Tine f r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  coope ra t ive  banks, i n s u r a n c e  companies, and o t h e r  commercihl 

and s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o r l s  t h a t  f i g u r e  most p r o n i n e n t l y  i n  t h a t  saga  f i r s t  b o r e  f r u i t  here.  

The i n d i v i d u a l s  of e ~ c e p t i o n a l  v i s i o n  and t a l e n t  who nur tu red  them--the blaggie Walkers, 

John : I i t c h e l l s ,  W. W. Broi~nes, and Gi l e s  B. Jacksons-- l ived and worked i n  Jackson Ward. 


i.:;-iile Jackson Ward e x i s t e d  a s  a p o l i t i c a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  o n l y  between t h e  y e a r s  1871 a d  19135, 

t h e  name "Jackson" was a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  a r e a  from t h e  1620s and p e r s i s t s  i n  popular  

usage t o  t h e  p resen t .  Res iden t s  of  t h e  a r e a  cou ld  g a t h e r  a t  James Jaclcson's (bee r )  

Garden, l o c a t e d  a t  Second and Leigh S t r e e t s ,  dur ing  t h e  1820s, and t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  o i  Bro:ad 

( then "H") S t r e e t  was known a s  "Jackson's Addit ion" a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1835 when i t  

was so des igna ted  on t h e  Bates Map of Riclmond. G i l e s  B. Jackson,  t h e  f i r s t  Negro ad- 

m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i s e  of  law b e f o r e  the  Supreme Court o f  V i r g i n i a  and a l e a d i n g  e n t r e -  

preneur and a t t o r n e y  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry ,  provides  y e t  ano the r  i n s t a n c e  of  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  of t h e  name w i t h  t h e  neighborhood. 


i.:hen i n  1871 t h a t  p a r t  o f  Richmond bounded on t h e  n o r t h  and west by t h e  then  c i t y  corpora-  

t i ~ nl i m i t s ,  on t h e  s o u t h  by Clay S t r e e t ,  and on t h e  e a s t  by E igh teen th  S t r e e t  was CS-


t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e p o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ion ,  i t  was s t y l e d  Jackson Ward. This  wcs ap-

p r o p r i a t e  both f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of  t h e  nae wi th  t h e  a r e a  and f o r  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  wards bore  t h e  names of P r e s i d e n t s .  For t h e  remainder  of t h e  cen tu ry ,  

I=icb,ond had wards named a f t e r  J e f f e r s o n ,  Monroe, Xadison,  and Juclcson, i n  adc'i t ion t o  

?lar:;hall and Clay. 


Tile h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  v i s u a l l y  dominated by Greeic R r . ~ i v a l  and I t a l i a n a L r  to~,~nilouscs 

c o a ~ t r u c t e d  dur ing  t h e  l a t e  ante-bellum per iod  and post-bel lum houses,  many o.f the  l n t t c r  


' hzXr ing e l a b o r a t e  ironwork o r  carved  wooden trim. Indeed,  t h e  a r e a  c o n t a i n s  t h e  l a r g e s c  
co i lcent ra t ion  o f  d e c o r ~ t i v e  c a s t - i r o n  t o  be  found i n  t h e  s t a t e .  These s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  
c c ~ p l e m e n t c d  by shady s t r e e t s  2nd s e v e r a l  l a t e  n ine tezn th -cen tu ry  c l s ~ r c h e s .  There a r c  
a l s o  a  l ~ s s e r  number of s t r u c t u r e s  d a t i n g  from tlle e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  ant1 o ther ;  
ire- thc tl,.entieth. The e a r l y  ve rnacu la r  houses on t:le n o r t h  edge of t h e  d i s k r i c t  
of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  Other  more s u b s t a n t i a l  ea r l ) -  d s e l l i n g s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  S~C!IS  

::nrshall and Clay S t r c e t s  and on ad jacen t  c r o s s  s t r e e t s ,  wi th  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  a t  t h e  c a s t - 

E r n  e ~ ! ?of Leigh S t r e e t .  Addolph D i l l ,  a h i g h l y  s t l c c ~ i s f u l  baker ,  b u i l t  a ~uini>ero i  huii::?s 


(Sce c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e r t  ;i 21) 



-- 
B u r r e l l ,  W. P. and D. E. Johnson, Sr .  B ~ e n t v - F i v e  Pears ;  H i s t o r v  o r  t h e  Grand F o u m  

of t h e  Uni ted  Order  of t h e  True Refonners ,  1881-1905. Richxond, Va., 1309. 
Clldrter  and Ordj~ances of t h e  C i t y  of Richnond, James E. Goode, C i t y  P r i n t e r ,  RichmonL, 

Va.. 1875. 

D i r e c t o r i e s ,  C i t y  o f  Richmond, 1819, 1845-46, 1852, 1860, 1868, 1870-1905. 

Il l laney, Paul S. The A r c h i t e c t u r e  of H i s t o r i c  Richmond. C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Va., 1968. 


(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet  1' 2 8 .  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

A contr ibut ing f ac to r  t o  t h e  v i sua l  cohesiveness of Jaclcson ward i s  t he  mai~ltcnance 
' of consis tent  scale .  Few of t he  houses a r e  over three s t o r i e s  i n  height;  most are  

two s t o r i e s .  Many of the  blocks a r e  accented a rch i t ec tu ra l ly  by nineteenth-cmtury 
churches and o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  buildings.  The major v i sua l  in t rus ions  are  several  
bland loti-rent apartments and warehouses along IXlval S t ree t  and a modern firehouse 
lo'cated a t  t he  i n t e r sec t ion  of Leigh S t r ee t  and Brook Road. A ferv se rv i ce  s t a t i ons  
and small commercial s t ruc tu re s  a r e  s ca t t e r ed  about, but none i s  over two s t o r i e s  i n  
height. Several block facades have voids caused by buildings l o s t  t o  f i r e  and park- 
ing l o t s ,  but the general  impression i s  one of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  consistency.. A few 
l a rge r  commercial buildings a r e  located i n  the eas te rn  end of the  d i s t r i c t ,  but they 
a re  unobtrusive. The only f u l l y  commercial s t r e e t ,  Second S t r e e t ,  has been so f o r  
many years,  along with p a r t  of Third S t ree t .  The south s i d e  of the 200 and 300 blocks 
of West Leigh S t r ee t  was demolished severa l  years ago t o  c r ea t e  a park, however i n  the  
process, a pleasant v i s t a  of the  Ebenezer Baptist  Churcli and the Bat ta l ion Armory was 
opened up. 

Unt i l  the past year,  l i t t l e  e f f o r t  had been spent on the preservat ion o r  resterati011 
of Jaclcson Nard s t ruc tu re s .  Since then, however, the Maggie L. Walker His tor ical  
Association has sought t o  gain,  among o the r  things,  recognition f o r  t he  neighborhood. 
The City of Richmond is cu r ren t ly  undertaking an analysis  of t he  d i s t r i c t  with the 
goal of maintaining it as  a r e s i d e n t i a l  area .  The Community Development divis ion of 
the Office of City Planning, while recognizicg the  impetus of dotmtown commercial 
development, has been instrumental  i n  s e t t i n g  up public meetings f o r  Jackson Ward 
res idents  for  the  purpose of discussing plans f o r  the  fu ture  of the  area.  It i s  hoped 
t h a t  the area may someday receive h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  zoning, but as ye t ,  the a rea ' s  
h i s t o r i c  s t ruc tu re s  have no s p e c i f i c  protection.  

CCL MTP 

Jackson Ward Archi tec tura l  Inventory 

The folloriing i s  a p a r t i a l  inventory of the  nore  than s i x  hundred s t ruc tu re s  in  Jac!c- 
son Ward, Tnis inventory l i s t s  examples of buildings having major a rch i tcc turn l  and/or 
h i s t o r i c a l  s ignif icance a s  well as examples t yp ica l  of those i n  an e n t i r e  block. A l l  
of the various a r ch i t ec tu ra l  types and s t y l e s  found in  the  area a r e  included i n  t h i s  
l i s t .  Furthermore, a t  l e a s t  one rcprasen ta t ive  of v i r t u a l l y  every block i n  the d i s -  
t r i c t  has been inventoried.  

(See continuation sheet $i3 )  
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\ 

200-208 (nor th  s i d e ) ,  S t e r n e r  Company No. 5 4 i,J3 ,,L%,3%' ) 

Firehouse:  s tuccoed b r i ck ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two th ree - s ided  bays f l a n k i n g  ent rance .  

P i l a s t e r e d  bays,  ornamental  hoods above windows, bracketed  c o r n i c e ,  i r o n  balcony 

above e c t r a n c e ,  b e l l  tower removed. I t a l i a n a t e ;  b u i l t  1863. B u i l t  on a t r i a n - 

g u l a r  l o t .  The s i t e  o f  a f i r e  s t a t i o n  s i n c e  1850, Steamer Company No. 5 i s  the  

o l d e s t  remaining f i r e h o u s e  i n  Richmond. 


309 3lock 
A 1 1  of t h e  houses on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of the  block s a v e  t h r e e  a r e  antebel lum,  Greek Re- 
v:.<sl s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  between 1648-1855. 

300-304 (nor th  s i d e )  

Two-Unit Townhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  Greek Re- 

v i v a l ;  1848. D u i l t  f o r  f .  T. I s b e l l .  


306-308 (nor th  s i d e )  

T:?o-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  

bays each u n i t .  S i d e  h a l l  p lan ,  6/6 s a s h ,  s t o n e  l i n t e l s ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  porch, 

square  porch columns. Greek Revival ;  mid-nine teenth  cen tu ry .  


312 (nor th  s i d e )  

Townhouse: p res sed  b r i c k ,  1%s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Mansard 

r o o f ,  dormer windows, c a s ~ - i r o n  porch. Lace n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  P s s s i b l e  a l -  

t e r a t i o n  of e a r l i e r  house. 


313 (south s i d e ) ,  Barhm Xouse 

,-~ o : ~ n h c u s e :  s tuccoed  b r i c k ,  2.% s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  t a y s .  Creek P-evival door wi th  

s i d e  l i g h t s  and t r a n s o n ,  l a t e r  Greek R f v i v a l  porch wi th  f l u t e d  Greek Lbr ic  

columns, l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  bracketed  c o r n i c e ,  212 sash .  B u i l t  1817 by 

: , : i l l ian Young. One o f  e a r l i e s t  houses rcmaining i n  Ward. 


316 (nor th  s i d e )  

'ioimhouse: p res sed  b r i c k ,  2% s t o r i e s  with r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Nansard 

roof and dormer r.~indows added l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  s a s h  a l t e r e d ,  f i r s t - f l o o r  

:;indoi.rs shor t ened ,  porch co l i !~ns  a l t e r e d ,  basement ~ r a l l s  s tuccoed.  Grecic. Re- 

v i v a l ;  mid-nine tcenth  cen tc ry .  
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T,?e.;t ? la r sha l l  S t r e e t  (Cont 'd.  ) 

400 H o c k  . , . . 
Included o n  t h i s  block i s  e c o l l e c t i o n . o f .  houses. of both  b r i c k  and wood c o n s t r i c t t o n  
e x h i b i t i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s t y l e s  from t h e  mid- t o  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  

401 (south s i d e )  

Townhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. 1, lodi l l ion 

c o r n i c e  ( a l s o  used on porch--box columns wi th  r ecessed  p a n e l s ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  

b a l u s t e r s ) ,  two-story s e r v i c e  porch on r e a r  wing, 616 s a s h ,  g a b l e  r o o f .  Greek 

Revival ;  mid-nine teenth  century .  . 


410 (nor th  s i d e )  

Tor?nhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Coupled porch 

columns, i r o n  lacework r a i l i n g ,  f i r s t - f l o o r  windows a l t e r e d ,  mansard roof added. 

Greek Revival ;  mid-nineteenth century .  


500 Block 
. l%is block i s  composed of b r i c k  townhouses i n  both Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s ,  

d a t i n g  from the  mid- t o  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

503 (south  s i d e )  

Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Rec-

t a n g u l a r  Grrelc Revival  porch wi th  square  columns, 6/G s a s h ,  s t o n e  l i n t e l s  and 

s i l l s ,  gab le  roof .  Greek Revival ;  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry .  


vL. 

East  Clay S t r e e t  

300 Block 

321 (south  s i d e )  

Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Georgian Rev iva l ;  e a r l y  trren-

t i e t h  cen tu ry .  


319 (south  s i d e )  

Townhouse: s tuccoed b r i c k ,  2% s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Mansard r o o f ,  st?gmental-

a rch  windows, 414 s a s h ,  i r o n  c r e s t i n g ,  c a s t - i r o n  porch w i t h  g r a p e - l e a f - c l u s t e r  

des ign ,  one-bay s e r v i c e  wing t6 west probably o r i g i n a l .  Second Empire; 1370-

1880. 


317 (south  s i d e )  

Two-Unit Townhouse: i d e x t i c a l  t o  409-417 West Clay S c r e e t ,  Georgian Revival  

p r c h .  L a t e  V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  nineteenth c e n t u r y .  
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Eas t  Clay S t r e e t  (Cont 'd).  

.. 3 1 5  (south s i d e )  . . . .. I 

I 


Two-Unit ~o&house: '  i d e n t i c a l  t o  409-417 West Clay s t r e e t .  La te  V i c t o r i a n  

I t a l i a n a t e ;  Late  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  .. 

I 


200 Brock 

Eas t  end of n o r t h  s i d e  of block demolished. I 

214-212 (nor th  s i d e ) ,  Southern  Aid L i f e  Insurance  Company Building.  ! 


Cor in th ian  c a p i t a l s ,  s t o n e  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  pediments above e n t r a n c e s ,  sym-

Commercial Building: b r i c k ,  . four  s t o r i e s .  S tone  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  s t y l i z e d  I 


, 
m e t r i c a l  facade ,  mod i l l ion  cornice .  Georgian Revival ;  1931. The l a r g e s t  con-. 
m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Jackson Ward and home of t h e  Southern Aid L i f e  Insurance  
Company, Inc .  ! 

i
211 (south  s i d e )  ! .  


segmental-arch windows--stone s p r i n g  b locks  and keystones,  i r o n  porch wi th  

coupled columns, me ta l  box cornice .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  


Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. P i l a s t e r e d  f r o n t  bays, I 


1 ' 
209-201 (south  s i d e )  Five-Unit Townhouse Row: !

I
Pressed b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s , .  two bays each  u n i t .  No. 205 has two- i 


i 

s t o r y  r e c t a n g u l a r  bay t e rmina t ing  i n  b r i c k  pediment; Nos. 203 and 207 f l ank ing  i 

have three-s ided  bays; Nos. 201 and 209 t e rmina te  row wi th  round towers;  Nos. 
207 and 209 r e t a i n  o r i g i n a l  door hoods suppor ted  on s c r o l l e d  b r a c k e t s ;  No. 205 I 

r e t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  E a s t l a k e  porch; Nos. 203 and 201--brick covered wi th  i m i t a t i o c  I 

s t one .  Queen Anne; l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  I


I 


204 (no,rth s i d e )  

Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Roman 

Doric porch-- f lu ted  columns, box c o r n i c e ,  hipped r o o f ,  6 /6  sash .  Grcelc Revival ;  

mid-nine teenth '  century.  


202-200 (nor th  s i d e )  
 ' 

TNo-Unit Townhouse 'Row: s tuccoed b r i c k ,  txo  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  
Bracketed c o r n i c e ,  c a s t - i r o n  porch wi th  g rape - l ea f -c lus t e r  des ign .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  
mid-nineteenth century .  -

100 Elock 
113-111 (south  s i d e )  
Two-Unit Townhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays each 
u n i t .  Stepped gab les ,  c e n t e r  chimney, Georgian Rcvival  porches.  Greek Revival ;  
mid-nineteenth century .  
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East  Clay S t r e e t  (Cont 'd).  

00 Block 
I 

21 (south  s i d e )  
S t o r e :  pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. O r i g i n a l l y  a townhouse r e s i -  
dence. I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  Re ta ins  e x c e l l e n t  s e t  of  double t 

e x t e r i o r  Queen Anne s t y l e  doors  w i t h  i n c i s e d  geometr ic  p a t t e r n s  i n  r ecessed  
pane l s .  1 

9 ( sou th  s i d e ) ,  Mosby Memorial B a p t i s t  Church 
Stuccoed b r i c k ,  one-s tory  on r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. T e t r a s t y l e  pedi- 
mented p o r t i c o  w i t h  squa re  columns; c e n t e r  bay of p o r t i c o  i s  e n t r a n c e  f o y e r  
w i t h  e n t r a n c e s  on both  s i d e s ,  s t e p s  a l t e r e d .  Greek Revival ;  circa 1565. Orig-
i n a l l y  S o c i e t y  of F r i ends  Meeting House, s o l d  1911 t o  Clay S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  
Church, now Nosby Nemorial B a p t i s t  Church. 

Aloilg t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  Clay S t r e e t  ex tending  west from t h e  00 block,  beyond Belv idere ,  
and through t o  t h e  700 block,  t h e r e  remains,  a lmost  comple te ly  i n t a c t ,  a rn i i - to  l a t e  
n iqe teen th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t .  The r e s i d e n c e s ' a r e  two t o  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  
p r i m a r i l y  b r i c k ,  many wi th  c a s t - i r o n  o r  sawn-work porches t y p i c a l  of t h e  pe r iod .  I r o n  
and wood l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  f ences  o u t l i n e  sma l l  f r o n t  y a r d s .  The wid?, boulevard-
L-ype s t r e e t  Lined wi th  elms c r e a t e s  a s e t t i n g  and foreground f o r  t h e s e  r e s i i e n t i a l  
blocks.  

00 ( sou th  s i d e ) ,  D i l l  House 
F rees t and ing  house: p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  
bays. 5 r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  narrow mor tar  j o i n t s ;  Roman I o n i c  
porch wi th  coupled,  u n f l u t c d  columns and b a l u s t r a d e ;  616 sash ;  squa re  c o r n e r  
b locks ;  hipped r o o f .  Greeli Reviva l ;  b u i l t  1832 f o r  Addolph D i l l .  C i l l  was a 
prosperous  Richmond merchant;  he c o n s t r u c t e d  one of t h e  few l a r g e  hocses i n  
t h e  c i t y  between t h e  y e a r s  1519 and 1834. -

West Clay S t r e e t  

8-14 (nor th  s i d e )  
Four betached To~~nhouses :  p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t g r i e s  i J i t h  r a i s c d  baseriient, t h r e e  

bays each u n i t .  Each hoLse n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l ;  Nos. 10-14 have t y p i c a l  Greek 

Reviva l  porches ,  both squa re  box columns and f l u t e d  c ~ l u m n s  a r e  emp1o::ed. 

Stepped g a b l e s ;  No. 8 ground f l o o r  and f i r s t  f l o o r  a l t c r e d  f o r  restau:rant .  

Greek Reviva l ;  30. 14 b u i l t  1843; 1Crns. 8-12 b u i l t  1847. 
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West Clay S t r e e t  (Cont'd..). . .. .. . 
15 6 21 (south s i d e ) ,  D i l l  Houses - -
Townhouses: pressed b r i c k ,  2% s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Iden-
t i c a l  b r i c k  houses cons t ruc ted  by D i l l ;  porches wi th  Roman Doric columns; No. 
15 h a s  sheaf-of-wheat r a i l i n g s ,  o r i g i n a l  sa sh  replaced i n  No. 15;  stepped 
gab les ;  dormer windows; o r i g i n a l  lawn between houses has been 
f i l l e d  i n  wi th  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  dwellings. Greelc Revival ;  1847; b u i l d e r  
Addolph D i l l .  No. 15  was b u i l t  f o r  D i l l ' s  mother; Rev. F. M. Whi t t le ,  Bishop 
of Episcopal  Diocese of V i r g i n i a  i n  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  l i v e d  a t  No. 21. 

16 (nor th  s i d e ) ,  Hood Temple A.M.E. Zion Church 
Brick,  two s t o r i e s .  O r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing  had f u l l  r a i s e d  basement w i t h  sanctuary  
above. Side w a l l  unal te red-- f  i v e  bays, b r i ck  p i l a s t e r s  , ro<nd-headed sanctuary  
windows, co rbe l l ed  b r i c k  c o r n i c e ,  l a t e  Gothic Revival  f acade  and b e l l  tower 
added ( s t e e p l e  removed). O r i g i n a l l y  I t a l i a n a t e ;  1859; a r c h i t e c t ,  Albert  West. 
O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Clay S t r e e t  Methodist Church. 

100 Block (Tne n o r t h  s i d e  of t h i s  block conta ins  100-block numbered l o t s ;  the  sou th  

s i d e  c o n t a i n s  both 100-block and 200-block.numbezed l o t s . )  .. , 


With one except ion ,  No. 105 r e c e n t l y  destroyed by f i r e ,  t h e  sou th  s i d e  of t h e  100 block 

i s  a t y p i c a l  mid- t o  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  r e s i d e n t i a l  block. 


107-111 (south s i d e )  

Three-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed b r i ck ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  

Stone segmental arches ove r  windows of Nos. 109 and 111, c a s t - i r o n  f r o n t  porches, 

c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  pav i l ion .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  


123 (south  s i d e )  . . 


Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  with r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. 

Typica l  o f  many ante-bellurn Richmond townhouses remodeled and enlarged i n  t h e  

1880s; bracketed co rn ice ;  c a s t - i r o n  porch,and window hoods ,co rn ice ,  and t h i r d  

s t o r y  were 'added during remodeling. Greek Rev iva l -a l t e red ;  mid-nineteenth 

century .  


136-138 (nor th  s i d e ) ,  Taylor Rouse 

'Itio-Unit Torinhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two hays each u n i t .  B u i l t  a s  s i n g l e  

kes idence ,  enlarged 1820-1847, Flemish bond, double hung windo1.7~ with s i d e l i g h t s - -  

f i r s t  f l o o r ,  double round-headed windows--second f l o o r ,  bracketed cornice.  Fed-

e r a l  wi th  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s ;  1820 & 1820-1847; b u i l d e r  I s a a c  Goddin. Residence 

f r o n  1536-1856 of James M. Taylor ,  l eade r  of r'ichmond Methodism. 


GPO 8 9 2  ,155 
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West Clay S t r ee t  (Cont'd.) 

207-211 (south s ide)  

Three-Unit Townhouse Row:. brick, two s t o r i e s  wi th- ra i sed  basements, No. 207--

two bays, Nos. 209 and 211--three bays. 616 sash,  bracketed cornice;  a l l  th ree  

houses have been altered. '  Greek Revival; 1837-1839; b u i l t  by James PI. Taylor. 


213 (south s ide)  

Townhouse: br ick,  two s t o r i e s  with ra i sed  basement, three bays. Entrance 

a l te red .  Greek Revival; 1839-1840. 


300 Block 

305-311 (south s ide )  

Three detached Townhouses: br ick,  two s t o r i e s  with ra ised basement, t h r ee  

bays each uni t .  Detached houses were probably iden t i ca l  when constructed 

although now a r e  a l te red .  Greek Revival; 1845. 


313 (south s ide)  

Townhouse: pressed br ick  2% s t o r i e s ,  th ree  bays. Segmental s tone arches 

above windows, dormer windows. Second Empire; l a t e  nineteenth century.. 


400 Block 
An excel lent  mid-to l a t e  nineteenth-century r e s i d e n t i a l  block with t y p i c a l  Richmond 
ironwork porches i n  grape- leaf-cluster  and rope pat terns .  Houses a r e  pr imari ly  two 
s to r i e s ,  l a t e  nineteenth century; many wood and i ron  fences remain. 

405 (south s ide)  

Townhouse: pressed br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  three bays. Typical l a t e  nineteenth- 

century Richmond townhouse, cast - i ron porch w i ~ h  grape- leaf-cluster  design, 

s tone  segmental arches above windows, bracketed cornice,  i ron  c re s t i ng ,  i ron  

fence with wreath design. Iga l iana te ;  l a t e  nineteenth century.  


409-417 (south s ide )  

Five-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed br ick,  two s t o r i e s ,  two bays each un i t .  Each 

house facade formed by three-sided bay tower and entrance bay, ornamental 

segmental-arch stone l i n t e l s  with keystones above windows, wood canopies above 

entrances supported by l a rge  sc ro l led  brackets,  bracketed cornices;  No. 417 

a l t e r ed  by addi t ion of two-story Georgian Revival porch. Late Victorian I t a l ;  

i ana te ;  l a t e  nineteenth century. 


500 Block 
The south s ide  of t h i s  nid- to  l a t e  ninetecnth-century residential block contains seven 
s l i g h t l y  a l t e r ed  Greek Revival townhouses. 
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Wcst Clay S t r e e t  (Cont 'd.). 
503 (south s i d e )  I 

To~mhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  t r ~ os t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Greek 
Revival  porch w i t h  sheaf-of-wheat r a i l i n g ,  o r i g i n a l  616 s a s h ,  bos  c o r n i c e .  1 
Greek Reviva l ;  1857; b u i l t  f o r  Robert Priddy.  I 

i 
505-507 (south  s i d e )  ! 
Trro-Unit Townhouse Row: p res sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  
Simple porches w i t h  narro7.j box columns, l a t e r  bracketed  c o r n i c e .  Greek Reviva l ;  
1357; b u i l t  f o r  John Beridge. I! 

I 

509 (south  s i d e ) ,  Brick Layers Union Headquarters  1 
Tormhsuse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  b3ys. Typi- I 

c a l  porch wi th  squa re  box columns, f i r s t - f l o o r  window changed t o  door,  box cor- ! 
n ice .  Greek Reviva l ;  1853. / .

I 

515 ( sou th  s i d e )  i
Townhouse: p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Box c o r n i c e  wi th  d e n t i l  
b locks ,  Georgian Reviva l  porch added. mid-nine teenthGreek ~ e ~ i v a l ;  cen tu ry .  

i 
! 

517 (south s i d e )  j 

Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basfment ,  t h r e e  bays. Stepped ' 


g a b l e ,  t y p i c a l  porch w i t h  box columns. Greek Reviva l ;  mid-n ine teenth  cen tu ry ;  I 


b u i l t  f o r  John J. Davis. 


706-708 (nor th  s i d e )  

nro-Unit Townhouse Kori: p ressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, two 

bays each u n i t .  Wide s t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n ,  KO.  706--entrance a l t e r c d ,  No 708--

porch added. Gr-ek Reviva l ;  mid-n ine teenth  ccntury .  


710 (no r th  s i d e )  

Tovnhouse: p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. R f p r e s e n t a t i v e  of sma l l e r  

houses i n  t h e  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e ,  6/6 s a s h ,  porch a l t e r e d .  Crze!: P.eviva1; 

1845; b u i l t  f o r  Rose t ta  I la l l .  


715-717 (south  s i d e )  

Trgo-Unit Tormhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays,  Typical  of 

late n i n e t ~ e ~ t h - c c n t u r yto:mhouses i n  t h e  c i t y ,  en t r ancc  bay p r o j e c t s  sli::!l'ily 

t o  s i ~ n ~ l a t e  turned-irork porch colunns and b a l u s t e r s ;  tower; Ean-.sll;lped cc111mn 
b r a c k e t s ;  s p i n d l e  and saY,7p-vor!; f r i ezc : ;  l a t e  nineteenth c e n t u r y .  
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Catherine S t r e e t  

500 Block 

517 (south  s i d e )  E v e r e t t  House 
Townhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Tbo-story 
f l u s h  wi th  wa l l .  1854; b u i l t  by Pe te r  E v e r e t t .  

porch, b r i c k  end chimney 

523 (south  s i d e )  
Townhouse: s tucco ,  trio s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Brick end chimney f l u s h  wi th  w a l l ,  
one-s tory  shed-roof s t r u c t u r e  t o  r e a r  wi th  f l u s h  b r i c k  end chimney, 619 s a s h  
f i r s t  f l o o r ,  sha l low gab le  roof ;  mid-nineteenth century .  

700 Block 
Like t h e  o t h e r  blocks o f  Ca the r ine  S t r e e t ,  t h e  700 block con ta ins  sma l l  b r i c k  and frame 
hsuses from the  mid-nine teenth  cen tu ry  t o  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  c e n t u r y ,  t y p i c a l  of the  
l a b o r e r s '  houses i n  t h e  area.  

1 

, 

(. 

! 

705 (south  s i d e )  
Cottage: frame, one s t o r y .  S t e e p  gab le  roof 
e a s t  s i d e ,  mass ive  b r i c k  chimney a g a i n s t  r e a r  
mid-nineteenth century .  

f ac ing  s t r e e t ,  l ean - to  wing a t  
gab le ,  l a t e r  porch. E a r l y  t o  

East  Lcigh S t r e e t  

303 Block 
The m a j o r i t y . o f  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h i s  block has been demolished. 

308 (nor th  s i d e ) ,  E l l e t t  House 
Tormhouse: p res sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Rcl-
a t i v e l y  u n a l t e r e d  townhouse, porch wi th  box columns and wi th  sheaf-of-wheat 
r a i l i n g ,  e n t r a n c e  wi th  nakrow s i d e l i g h t s  and t r anson ,  616 s a s h ,  wood l i n t e l s ,  
box c o r n i c e ,  r e t a i n s  r e a r  s e r v i c e  wing wi th  two-story z a l l e r y  w i t h  squa re  
columns and box r a i l i n g ,  gab le  roof .  Greek Revival ;  1853; b u i l t  f o r  Char les  
C. E l l e t t .  

215-211 ( sou th  s i d e )  
Thrce-Unit Townhouse ROW: two s t o r i e s ,  I ~ o s .  211 and 213 have tvo  bays each,  
Xo. 215 has  t h r e e  bays, s a s h  altered--Nos. 211 & 213--square coyner blocks i n  
l i n t e l s ,  box co rn ice ,  Georgian Revival  porches added t o  Nos. 211 S: 213. Greek 
f ievivnl;  1542. 
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E a s t  Leigh S t r e e t  (Cont 'd .)  

. -100 Block 

This  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example of a s u b s t a n t i a l ,  well-maintained l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  

r e s i d e n t i a l  b lock .  A l l  of t h e  houses a r e  two s t o r i e s ,  and most a r e  u n a l t e r e d .  


110~( n o r t h  s i d e ) ,  Haggie Lo 1,Jallier House 

L i s t e d  on t h e  V i r g i n i a  Landmarks R e g i s t e r  (Apr i l  15,  1975), t h e  Ka t iona l  Xeg- 

i s t e r  of. H i s t o r i c  P laces  (Play 12,  1975) ,  and as  a  ~ a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  Landmarlc. 

See Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  of  H i s t o r i c  P laces  nomination form, A p r i l  1975. 


100 ( n o r t h  s i d e )  

Townhouse: p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  b a s m e n t ,  round torrer,  

a rched  e ' n t r a n c  bay. Brick porch chamber w i t h  dressed  s t o n e  a r c h  on f i r s t  . . ,  

f l o o r ,  balcony w i t h  sma l l  r eces sed  porch w i t h  two round-headed-arch openings 

on second f l o o r ,  cont inuous dressed  s t o n e  t r i m  on tower forms l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  

of ruindows. Romanesque Revival ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  Impor tant  v isua lLy 

a s  c o r n e r  element .  


! 
00 Block 1 

22 (no r th  s i d e )  Sharon B a p t i s t  Church 
Er i ck ,  one s t o r y  w i t h  f u l l  r a i s e d  basement,  t h r e e - p a r t  facade .  P o i ~ t e d  a r c h  ! 
windows, b e l l  tower. Twentieth cerltury Gothic;  1904. Congregat ion e s t a b l j s h -  I 

I
ed 1887; t h e  b e l l  tower i s  an impor tant  v i s u a l  element f o r  t h e  c o r n s r .  i 
21 (south  s i d e ) ,  Old Armstrong Nigh School; Richmond Trade Tra in ing  Center  
School:  b r i c k ,  2% s t o r i e s .  Brick p i l a s t e r s  a t  c o r n e r s ,  b r i c k  b e l t  cour se ,  
mansard r o o f ,  s e p e n t a l - a r c h  windows f i r s t  f l o o r ,  round-headed vincluvs second 
f l o o r  and dormers,  f o u r - s t o r y  co rne r  tower. Second Empire, 1871. B u i l t  a s  
Richmond Normal School.  

-\Jest Lei711 S t r e e t  

00 Block 

1 (souCl~ s i d e )  A l l  S a i n t s  Pcn tccos t a l  C l ~ ~ r c h  
Brick,  one s t o r y ,  three-bay f r o n t .  S t e e p  gnblc  roof  wi th  wide dormcrs, round-
headed, s t a i n e d - g l z s s  v indovs ,  r o s e  windov ove r  en t r ance .  Rornzncsque Revival ;  
1870. B u i l t  o r i g ~ n z l l y  as  S a i n t  PL1ili.p'~ P r o t e s t a n t  Episcop;ll Churcll, impor- 
t a n t  a s  an e>:anplc o f  a  s i i ldl l -sc .~le  nclgl~borllood c h u r c l ~ .  

,. 
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l,?est Leigh S t r e e t  (Cont 'd.) 

~ ~3 (south . s i d e )  . - . . . . 


Store :  b*ick, t.qo s t o r i e s  .Eady SCoref;ont i s  i n t a c t  al though f  i r s t - f  l o o r  e n t r a n c e  

doors removed, modi l l ion  c o r n i c e  wi th  d e n t i l  molding. Mid-nineteenth-century 

commercial. 


16 (south s i d e )  

To-m:~ouse: pressed b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s .  Three-sided bay tower,  Georgian Reviv- 

a l  porch. E a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  Residence o f  A. W. Holmes, Grand Secre-  

t a r y  of True Reformers, e a r l y  twent ie th-century  founder o f  Na t iona l  I d e a l  Bene-

f i t  Soc ie ty .  


100 Block 
There a r e  a  number of ante-bellum b r i c k  houses on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h i s  block,  bu t  
n o s t  have been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d .  

102 (nor th  s i d e )  

Townhouse: pressed  b r i ck ,  two s t o r i e s .  Three-sided bay, scrol led-wood en-

t r a n c e  hood covered by Georgian Revival  porch. Queen Anne; l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  

century .  Residence of P. B. Ramsey, one o f  two black d e n t i s t s  i n  c i t y  i n  

1905. 


110 (nor th  s i d e )  

Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Turned-work (Eas t l ake )  

porch w i t h  s p i n d l e  f r i e z e ,  segmental b r i c k  a rches  above windows, b racke ted  

co rn ice .  L a t e  V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n ine teenth-century  r e s i d e n c e  of 

Miles  Debbress, a  b lack  c i v i c  l e a d e r  of t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .  


112 (nor th  s i d e )  

Torunhouse: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  f u l l  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays,  Ornate  

me ta l  window hoods, doors and windorqs a l t e r e d .  Mid-nineteenth cen tu ry .  1905 

r 6 a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e  of John ~ r a x t o n .  


122 (nor th  s i d e )  F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  V i r g i n i a  Volunteers  I n f a n t r y  Armory 

Armory: p res sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  . P r o j e c t i n g  one-bay c e n t r a l  tower with 

arched opening, f lanked by two-bay, two-story wings t h a t  t e rmina te  i n  sma l l  

corner  t o v e r s ;  s t o n e  wa te r t ab le ,  b e l t  cour se ,  and l i n t e l s ;  o r n a t e  t e r r a  c o t t a  

f r i e z e ,  b r i c k  ba t t l emen t s .  C a s t e l l a t e d ;  1899. 


I 

I 

I 
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Nest Lcich S t r e e t  Con t ' d . )  

200 Bloclc .. 

216 (no r th  s i d e j ,  Ebenezer B a p t i s t  church 
Stuccoed b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. T e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o  wi th  I o n i c  c a p i -  
t a l s  added dur ing  r enova t ion ,  square  b e l l  tower behind p o r t i c o ,  s p i r e  removed. 
I t a l i a n a t e  w i t h  Georgian Revival  a l t e r a t i o n s ;  1870s. F i r s t  and l a r z e s t  b lack  
church i n  Jackson Nard, 

300 (nor th  s i d e )  
Townhouse: p re s sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Al te red .  La te  l . ' ic tor ian 
I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  Residence of  H. L. l i a r r i s ,  Grand Secre-  
t a r y  o f  Masons i n  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  Also one of  t h e  r e s idences  of  
John H. Adams, Jr., Common Council  member i n  1871. 

312 (nor th  s i d e )  
Tormhouse: frame,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. La te  V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Residence of 1:enry J. lloore, c o n t r a c t o r  and Cci:non Council 

' s member i n  t h e  pe r iod  1880-1890. 

Eas t  Jacl<son S t r e e t  

The houses on Jackson S t r e e t  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  of  a s m a l l e r  s c a l e  b o s t l y  two s t o r i e s )  

t han  those  p rev ious ly  desc r ibed .  


Northwest Corner  of  Jacksoil and F i r s t  S t r e e t  ( n o r t h  s i d e )  
Three-Unit Townhouse Roru: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two boys em!? u n i t .  En-
t r ance  w i t h  narrow s i d e l i g h t s  and t r anson ,  sma l l  Greek Reviva l  porches ,  drcssed  
s t o n e  s i l l s  and l i n t e l s ,  616 s a s h ,  passage c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t r ~ e e n  t~:o v e s t e r r ~ o s t  
houses ,  s t epped  g a b l e s ,  one-s tory  nasonry  shed-roof s e r v i c c  wing a t  1:-ar of 
each house--probably or ig i -na l .  Greek Reviva l ;  1850. 
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West Jackson S t r e e t  
. . 

OC Block 

16 ( n o r t h  s i d e )  

Townhouse: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. La te r  porch added t o  f r o n t ,  two-

s t o r y  frame s e r v i c e  wing wi th  e x t e r i o r  end chimney. Greek Revival ;  mid-nine-

t e e n t h  century.  


18-22 (nor th  s i d e )  

Townhouses: c o n s t r u c t e d  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  t h r e e  i d e n t i c a l  b r i c k ,  two s t o r y ,  two-

bay houses,  No. 20--stepped g a b l e s ;  No. 22--stepped g a b l e s ,  6 /6  sash;  No. 18 

r a i s e d  t o  t h r e e  f l o o r s  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  century.  Greek Revival ;  1848. Ex-

ample of i d e n t i c a l  row, w i t h  one house enlarged and a l t e r e d  i n  l a t e r  s t y l e .  

No. 20 was the  r e s i d e n c e  of E l l swor th  S t o r r s ,  founder o f  Red C i r c l e  g roce ry  

cha in .  


19  & 21 (south s i d e )  

Townhouses: frame, two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each house. No. 19--brick e x t e r i o r  

end chinney; sma l l - sca le  frame dwel l ings ;  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry .  


34-36 (nor th  s i d e )  

Two-Unit Townhouse Row: Frame, two s t o r i e s .  Ea r ly  t w e n t i e t h  century .  Rcs i - 

dence of John Shepherd, l e a d i n g  b iack  p o l i t i c i a n  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry .  


100 Clock 

101 (south s i d e )  

Townhouse: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Flemish-bond 

w a l l s ;  two-course w a t e r t a b l e ;  9 /9  s a s h  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  Fede ra l  a r c h i t r a v e ;  e i g h t - 

panel  door, r a i s e d  panels  wi th  app l i ed  molding; l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  porch; 

second f l o o r  added o r  r e b u i l t .  Fede ra l  v i t h  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ;  1ECO-1825. 


105 (south  s i d e )  

Townhouse: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Flemish-bond w a l l s ,  l a t e  n i n c t e e n t h -  

c e n t u r y  porch, s a s h  a l t e r e d ,  bracketed  co rn ice .  Federa l ;  1800-1625. F i r s t  

b lack  c h a r t e r e d  bank housed i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing ;  a l s o  r e s i d e n c e  of U. I.7. Erorine, 

founder ( i n  1881) o f  t h e  United Order of True Reformers. 


133 (south  s i d e ) ,  Meredith House 

Townhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s ,  fou r  bays. Eastrrrmost b a y - - 1 ~ t e r  adcl i t ion,  

s a s h  a l t f r c d  2/2, l a t e r  porch. Yederal ;  b u i l t  be fo rc  1813; b u i l t  f o r  IJi1li.x-t 

Mann . 
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Eas t  Duval S t r e e t  

The n o r t h  s i d e  of Ixlval S t r e e t ,  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  of  S i x t h  Nount Zion R a p t i s t  Church, 


. . 
.was demolished i n  t h e  1950s f o r  I f i t e r s t a t e  95, ' ' 

. . 

00 Block 

25-23 (south  s i d e )  

ngo-Unit Townhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  Xoo. 23 has t h r e e  bays,  N u .  25 has  

two bays. Flemish-bond w a l l s ,  n o r t h  s e c t i o n  probably o r i g i n a l ,  s o u t h  s e c t i o n  

completed s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  9/9 sa sh  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s ,  sp l ayed  p l a s t e r e d  

jack a rches ,  two cour se ,  molded-brick c o r n i c e ,  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h r e n t u r y  porch. 

Fede ra l ;  c .  1817. 


I iest  k v a l  S t r e e t  

00 Elock 

14 (no r th  s i d e ) ,  S i x t : ~  Xount Zion Church 

Brick, one s t o r y  on f u l l  r a i s e d  basement. Round-headed windows; a l t e r e d  1917, 

t hen  enlarged  by C, R u s s e l l  who added c o r n e r  tower. Roinanesqur Revival  l a t e r  

a l t e r e d ;  1887. 


Caneo S t r e e t  

Cameo S t r e e t  is composed p r i m a r i l y  of s m a l l e r - s c a l e  ante-bellum l a b o r e r s '  houses. 


700 Clock 


709-711 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Two-Unit Tor.mhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two bays each u n i t .  Center  ch in-  

ney, box c o r n i c e ,  shalloc: gable  r o o f ;  mid-n ine teenth  cen tu ry .  


715-717 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Two-Unit Townhouse Row: s tcccoed b r i c k ,  tw s t o r i e s ,  two bays i,;cl? u n i t ,  c e n t e r  I 

chimney, box c o r n i c e ,  s h z l l o v  z a b l e  r o o f ,  b r i c k  front .  s tuccoed l a t e r .  Mid- t 


n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  I 

i 
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North Henry S t r e e t  

500 Block 

507-509 ( e a s t  s i d e )  
Tr~o-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  
Twin porches w i t h  f l u t e d  Cor in th ian  columns, moZi l l ion  c o r n i c e s ,  b a l u s t r a d e s ;  
diamond-pane s a s h ,  bracketed co rn ice .  Georgian Revival ;  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
century.  

North Monroe S t r e e t  

500 Block 

512 (west s i d e ) ,  Lacy Raised Cot tage  
Di~e l l ing :  b r i c k ,  one s t o r y  w i t h  f u l l  r a i s e d  basement, two bays. Two-story 
g a l l e r y ,  616 s a s h ,  hipped r o o f ,  box co rn ice .  Greek Revival ;  1852. One o f  
l a s t  remaining r a i s e d  c o t t a g e  dwel l ings  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

S a i n t  James S t r e e t  

500 Block I 

520 (west s i d e )  1 
Totmhouse: p res sed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Segmental b r i c k  arches  
above windows, bracketed  co rn ice .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  Home ! 
of Dr .  J. E. Jones ,  p ro fesso r  a t  V i r g i n i a  Union U n i v e r s i t y  i n  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  1 
century .  I 

I 

600 Block 

605-621 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Ten-Unit To~mhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r c e  bays each u c i t .  

Plodil l ion c o r n i c e ,  turned-work porches.  Georgian Revival ;  e a r l y  t t ~ e g t i c t h  

century .  Important  a s  an e a r l y  example of bloclc p lanning,  end a n i t s  o f  

block p r o j e c t  t o  a c t  as  t e rmina l s ;  double house forming middle of bloclc a l s o  

p r o j e c t s .  
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North 1 s t  S t r e e t  

500 Block 
This is an i n t a c t  block p r i m a r i l y  of b r i c k ,  two-story l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  I t a l i a n -
a t e  townhouses wi th  wooden, East lal te  s t y l e  porches.  

700 Block 
The west s i d e  of t h i s  block c o n s i s t s  of a l a t e  n ine teenth-century  r e s i d e n t i a l  two-story 
toimhouse row wi th  bracketed  co rn ices  and E a s t l a k e  s t y l e  porches. 

North 2nd S t r e e t  

Tnis s t r e e t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  has  been the  major  commercial s t r e e t  i n  Jackson Ward. 


500 Block 

51' 

5L3 ( e a s t  s i d e ) ,  G i l e s  Jaclcson's Law O f f i c e  
Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  tm s t o r i e s ,  t h ree - s ided  tower and en t rance  bay. 
Entrance wi th  double ten-panel  doors,  gab led  door hood suppor ted  by s c r o l l e d  
brackets  wi th  pendants,  mouse-tooth b r i c k  b e l t  course.  Queen Anne; l a t e  
n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

524 (west s i d e ) ,  Taylor House 
Townhouse: pressed  b r i c k ,  2%s t o r i e s ,  Mansard r o o f ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  tower w i t h  
e longated  domed roof ,  s t o n e  s t r i n g  courses .  Queen Anne; l a t e  n ine teen th  cen-
tu ry .  Residence of W. L. Taylor ,  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  True Reformers. 

600 Block 

603 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Commercial Euilding:  b r i c k ,  p i l a s t e r e d  wood s t o r e f r o n t ,  some o r i g i n a l  trim. 

Mid-to l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  ccn tu ry .  ~ r o w n ' s ,  Photographx Gallery,,  l ead ing  photo- 

g rap&r  i n  Jackson Ward i n  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tuz ics .  


700 (west s i d e ) ,  ( f o r n ~ e r )  Richmond B e n e f i c i a l  Insurance  Co. 

C o m f r c i a l  Buildin::: pressed  b r i c k ,  t h r e e  s t u r i e s ,  three-bay f r o n t .  Entrance 

f l anked  by Roman b r i c  p i l a s t e r s - - segmenta l  a r c h  above w i t h  u r n  and gar land 

decora t ions ,  b r i c k  quoins,  s t o n e  jack  a rches  wi th  keys tones ,  moclillicn co rn ice .  

Georgian Revival .  One of l a r g c s t c o ~ m c r c i a l  bu i ld ings  i n  ward. 
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North 2nd S t r e e t  (Cont 'd.) 

724 (ves t  s i d e )  

Commercial b u i l d i n g :  pressed b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s .  P iLas tered  wood s t o r e f r o n t ,  

r a i s e d  pane l s  on p i l a s t e r s ,  o r i g i n a l  windows w i t h  r ecessed  wood panels  below; 

f r o n t  doors replaced.  I t a l i a n a t e ;  mid-to l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  Operated 

a s  Leonard 's  Drug S t o r e  from t h e  1870s through t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century .  


725 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Townhouse: s t u c c o ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. An e a r l y  house l a r g e l y  a l t e r e d ,  

s t u c c o  added, diamond-pane sash ,  Georgian Revival  porch, windo.7 ar rangenent  

a l t e r e d ,  four-pane s a s h  windows i n  gable .  B u i l t  1827-1828. Formerly C. P. 

Hayes Funera l  Home. 


,-1(1
k 

North 3rd  S t r e e t  

500 Block 

515-517 ( e a s t  s i d e ) ,  Mi tche l l  House 

Two-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each u n i t .  

Bracketed c o r n i c e ,  c a s t - i r o n  porches,  L t a l i a n a t e .  One o f  t h e  r e s idences  of 

John M i t c h e l l ,  Jr., founder ( i n  1883) o f  t h e  Planet ,  a  weekly newspaper. 


600 Block 
The e a s t  s i d e  of t h i s  block i s  an e x t a n t  mid-to l a t e  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  co rmerc ia l  
block. 

612 (ves t  s i d e ) ,  m c k e r  Cottage 
Townhouse: frame, 1%s t o r i e s  w i t h  r a i s e d  basement. Gambrel rooE with shed 
dormers of unequal  width,  two-bay narrow-gable, end f a c i n g  3rd  S t r e e t ,  414 
s a s h  window i n  gable ,  three-bay s i d e  e l e v a t i o n - - s i l l  of eas ternmost  f i r s t -
f l o o r  window i s  o r i g i n a l ,  beaded s i d i n g ,  end chimney removed o r  c u t  down, 
l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ,  raised-seam t i n  r o o f ,  basement w a l l s  s tuccoed .  Vernacular ,  

-c i r c a  1792. One of two gambrel-roof c o t t a g e s  remaining i n  Richmond, moved 
from o r i g i n a l  s i t e  a t  3rd and Leigh S t r e e t s .  

616 (ves t  s i d e ) ,  Third S t r c e t  Bethel  A .  >I.E. Chcurch 
L i s t e d  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Landmarks R e g i s t e r  (February 18 ,  1975) 2nd the  Ka t iona l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P laces  (June 5 ,  1975).  See Na t iona l  R c g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  
P laces  nomination form, January 1975 . 
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Xorth 3rd S t r e e t  (Cont 'd .)  

617 ( e a s t  s i d e )  
' 	Commercial b u i l d i n g :  p re s sed  b r i c k ,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays.  F i r s t - f i o c r  

s t o r e f r o n t  d a t e s  from l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ;  616 sash--second and t h i r d  
f l o o r s .  Greek Revival; 1350-1960; b u i l t  by Bernard Good. 

623 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Commercial bu i ld ing :  pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s .  Metal m o d i l l i o n  c o r n i c e ,  

crcanl-colored b r i c k ,  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t  i n t a c t .  Georgian Rev iva l ;  e a r l y  

t w e n t i e t h  century .  


700 Block 
The e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  700 b lock  was des t royed  by t h e  3rd S t r e e t  access  ramp f r o n  I n t e r -  
s t a t e  95, and a c c e s s  t o  t h e  west s i d e  by automobile  i s  d i f f i c u l t .  Many o f  t h e  houses 
a r e  frame and a r e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  r a p i d l y .  

704-706 ( v e s t  s i d e )  

%o-Unit Townhouse Row: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two bays each u n i t .  Sash z l t e r e d  

212, b racke ted  c o r n i c e ,  l a t e r  porch. Greek Rev iva l - a l t e red ;  mid-ninz teenth  

cen tu ry ,  


722 (west s i d e )  

Toiinhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s .  Although s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  hy t h e  a d d i t i o n  

of  a modern frame wing t h a t  obscures  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o i l ,  tile s t e e p  

g a b l e  roof i n d i c a t e s  a l a t e  e igh teen th -  o r  e a r l y  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  &.ieLling. 


~ 0 7 t h4 t h  S t r e e t  

603 Block 

611-617 ( e a s t  y i d r )  

Four-Unit T o w ~ i h o ~ ~ s e  pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  two bays each u n i t .  Xar-
Row: 
row bracketed  c o r n i c c ,  i n t e r i o r  a l l e y  thro~!gh passage between 615 and 617. 
I t a l i a n a t e ;  mid-to l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  S n ~ a l l - s c a l e  toinlhouse ro:r. 

621 ( c a s t  s i d c )  

Torinhousc: frame, two s t o r i e s  wivh r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  h a y s .  Bru  s t o r y  

l ean - to  a t  r e a r  of b u i l d i n g ,  two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys f l u s h  a s a i n s t  f a s t  

w a l l ,  Georgian Rcvival  p o r c l ~ .  Greek KcvL-,-al; mid-n ine teenth  c e n t u r y ,  


I 

1 

i
I 

! 

i 
I 
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E:orth 4 t h  S t r e e t  (Cont'd.) 

700 Block 

708-710 (west s i d e )  I 


lbo-Unit Townhouse Row: pressed  b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays each  u n i t .  

Entrances wi th  narrow s i d e l i g h t s  and transom, l a t e r  porches,  box co rn ice .  

Greek Revival ;  mid-nine teenth  century.  


11 2. 


Xorth 5 t h  s t r e e t  

703 Elock 

700 (west s i d e )  

Townhouse: frame, two s t o r i e s  wi th  r a i s e d  basement, t h r e e  bays. Porch has  

coupled columns and c a s t - i r o n  r a i l i n g s ,  616 s a s h ,  bracketed  c o r n i c e ,  covered 

w i t h  a sbes tos  s i d i n g .  Residence of E. R. Ca r t e r ,  member of Richmond Common 

Council  i n  1880s. I t a l i a n a t e ;  mid-nineteenth century.  


705 (eas t  s i d e ) ,  F i f t h  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church 

Br ick ,  one s t o r y  on r a i s e d  basement, seven-bay f r o n t .  Cream-colored b r i ck ,  

pedimented t e t r a s t y l e  p o r t i c o .  Georgian Revival ;  1926, B u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  

an  e a r l i e r  church o f  1886; an  important  b u i l d i n g  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and a l o c a l  

landmark. 


710 (west s i d e ) ,  E l l e t t  House 

Townhouse: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bays. Windows a l t e r e d ,  Georgian Revival 

porch,  box c o r n i c e ,  sha l low gab le  r o o f .  Greek Rev iva l -a l t e red ;  1855; b u i l t  I 

by Char les  E l l e t t .  Residence of D r .  James H. Johnston,  e a r l y  P res iden t  of I 

V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  College.  I 


715 ( e a s t  s i d e )  

Tow~house: b r i c k ,  two s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  b a ~ s .  L a t e r  c o r n i c e  added, 5/6 sash ,  

Georgian Revival  porch. Greek Revival ;  b u i l t  1853, a l t e r e d  1860; b u i l t  by 

John Reeve. 
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' i n  t h e  a r e a  inc' luding h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  00 Clay S t r e e t  (1832). This ,  l i k e  i t s  contem-
p o r a r i e s  s i n c e  des t royed ,  was among t h e  f i n e r  homes b u i l t  i n  Richmond dur ing  the e a r l y  
n i n e t e e n t h  century .  Houses such  as t h e s e  s t o o d  on l a r g e  l o t s  and a r e  shown wi th  n.uTer- 

dependencies  on mid-nine teenth-century  . . .. o u ~  maps. . . .  - . . .  .. . : . ~. 

. . ~. 


The rnore n o t a b l e  e a r l y  houses i n c l u d e  t h e  p l a i n  two-story frame s t r u c t u r e  atlX3w.Jackson 
, . , . S t r e e t  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1813. It was t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  a coachmaker, W i l l i a m  Meredi th,  and ~~. 

h i s  f ami ly  from ,1856 u n t i l  1897 and. l a t e r  o f  R.' G. F o r r e s t e r ,  i n f l u e n t i a l  member o f  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Order  of  S t .  Luke ( see  below). Among t h e  e a r l y  examples a r e  t h e  
s imple  b r i c k  row a t  23-25 Eas t  . . .h v a l  S t r e e t  a n d - t h e  William Young HoussL(Carham Eouse) 
a t ,  313 West ~ a r s h a l lS t r e e t  (both pre-1820). 136-138 West ' c l a y  S t r e e t  was b u i l t  i n  
1 ~ 2 0by I s a a c  Goddin and was t h e  home of James M. Taylor from 1836-1856. Taylor  v7as 
a well-known a u c t i o n e e r  and p r o p e r t y  owner . as  w e l l  a s  be ing  a l e a d e r  o f  b1ethodism i n  

)' t h e  c i t y .  
. . .  . , . . . . . . . . .  . , . .  .  . . . . . . . . . . :  I ~ . .  . .
7 . . . .  , . ... 

I - Black as ' soc ia t ion .  w i th .  t h e  neighborhood d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  ant&-bellum e r a ,  when' a number ' 

of f r e e  biaclcs had their homes i n  " L i t t l e  Af r i ca , "  around t h e  a r e a  o f  West Leigh S t r e e t  
nea r  where Ebenezer Church i s  s i t u a t e d  and i n  t h e  200-400 b locks  of  Duval S t r e e t .  
T i e  frame, gavbre l - roof  Roper Cot tage ,  a t  400 West Duval, was moved t o  Goochland County 
i n  t h z  mid-1950s, when i t  was th rea t ened  by c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Richmond-Detersburg 
Turnpike. . . .  . . 

Ante-bellum Richmond was a t t r a c t i v e  t o  f r e e  Negroes who, a s  a p e r u s a l  of t h e  manuscr ip t  
census  and t a x  r eco rds  i n d i c a t e s ,  were ve ry  r e s o u r c e f u l  i n  making jobs  f o r  themselves.  
The l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  b l a c k  commercial r e n a i s s a n c e  i n  Richmond was n o t  u n r e l a t e d  
t o  t h i s  and o t h e r  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  1840s and 1850s. One o u t  of e i g h t  f r e e  Negroes i n  
l a t e  ante-bel lum America l i v e d  and worked i n  V i r g i n i a ,  and b e t t e r  t han  one i n  e i g h t  
f r e e  residents of  Richmond was Negro. 

. .  , 

Iqor, i n ' t l i e  case  of Richmond, a r e  t h e  f r e e  Negroes t h e  whole s t o r y .  A number o f  s l a v e s  
wzre owned by t h e i r  own kinsmen, and many more were working o u t s i d e  t h e  or thodox s l a v e  
rpgime. Richmond was t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  h i r i n g  out - -of ten  t h e  s e l f - h i r i n g  out--of 
s l aves :  a m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  system which o f t e n  provided p e r s o n a l  income and p r i v a t e  
lodging f o r  t h e  s l a v e  and c e r t a i n l y  encouraged a t t e n t i o n  t o  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  and f r u g a l i t y .  

- .  

Whatever t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m a j o r i t y  o f  b lacks  of working age i n  an te-  
bellum. Richmond were a c q u i r i n g  s k i l l s  and b u s i ~ l e s s  expe r i ence  t h a t  prepared  them f o r  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  newly a v a i l a b l e  fo l lowing  emancipat ion.  It 
1s perhaps n o t  so s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Inany were a b l e  t o  compete s u c c e s s f u l l y  vi. th t h e i r  
i e l l o w  craf t smen e l r e v h a r e  i n  t h e  coun t ry  du r ing  ail e r a  when A ~ e r i c a  exper ienced  g r e a t  
C O T n -r c i z:nd indus t r i .31 expans ion.  
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The Church and a u x i l i a r y  b e n e f i c i a l  s o c i e t i e s  of  ante-bel lum t imes loomed l a r g e  i n  t h e  
l i f e  o f  t h e  b lack  community through t h e  f i r s t  World War and beyond. The l a t t e r ,  de-
scended i n  s p i r i t  from t h e  Burying Ground S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  Free People o f  Color  of  t h e  
C i t y  of  Richmond 1815),  formed t h e  nucleus  f o r  Negro i n s u r a n c e  companies. A s  
s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  such  groups  funct ioned t o  assuage  t h e  pa in  and f e a r  of  l i f e - -
d e s t i t u t i o n ,  i l l n e s s ,  lone l iness- -and  of dea th .  They f o s t e r e d  b l a c k  s o l i d a r i t y  and 
s e l f  su f f i c i ency ;and  t h e  Church, e s p e c i a l l y ,  provided t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and much of 
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  post-Emancipat ion a c t i v i t i e s  of  Richmond's b l acks .  

Two daughter  churches of  o l d  F i r s t  Afr ican  B a p t i s t  dominated Negro l i f e  i n  Jackson Ward 
dur ing  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  fo l lowing  t h e  War. Ebenezer Church was formecl i n  1856 and oc-
cupied  a  sma l l  frame church b u i l d i n g  from 1858 i n t o  t h e  1870s, when t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c -
t u r e  was completed a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of  Leigh and Judah S t r e e t s .  A Negro p u b l i c  schoo l  
ope ra t ed  f r o n  t h e  basement o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1860s. I n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  
s i x  addi.t iona1 churches  evolved from t h e  membership o f  Ebenezcr.  

S i x t h  blount Zion Church, formed a decade l a t e r  l a r g e l y  from members of F i r s t  Af r i can ,  
e r e c t e d  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  a t  14  E a s t  h r v a l  S t r e e t  i n  188s.  The i r  p a s t o r ,  t h e  Reverend 
John Jasper ,  developed a n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l  s k i l l s  and s t r i c t  fun-
damentalism. He was a n a t u r a l  l e a d e r  wi th  an indominatable s p i r i t  a s  w i t n e s s  h i s  
e x t e n s i v e  m i n i s t r y  b e f o r e  and dur ing  the  War. J a s p e r  preached t o  v a s t  r u r a l  congrega- 
t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n  Richmond and Pe te r sburg ,  and t o  congrega t ions  of  b lacks  and 
whi t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Confedera te  s o l d i e r s - - n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  laws t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  o r  
h i s  s t a t u s  a s  a s l a v e  h i r e d  o u t  f o r  f a c t o r y  work. 

Xuch t o  t h e  c h a g r i n  of h i s  ne ighbor ,  Richard Wells ,  t h e  p a s t o r  o f  Ebenezer ,  J a s p e r  
developed, a s  a  v e h i c l e  f o r  h i s  t each ing ,  a sermon p u r p o r t i n g  t o  prove,  among o t h e r  
t h i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  was f l a t ,  squa re ,  and s t a t i o n a r y .  "The Sun do nove and t h e  
E a r t h  am s t i l l "  ou t r aged  M r .  Wells and o t h e r s  of r e f i n e d  and l i t e r a r y  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
t h e  more s o  f o r  endea r ing  Jasper  t o  thcusands b o t h . l i t e r a t e  and u n l e t t e r e d .  

Other  n o t a b l e  churches i n  Jsckson Ward i n s l u d e  t h e  Eood Temple ( fo rmer ly  Clay S t r e e t  
> . !e thodis t  Church) Adams and Clay, designed by A l b e r t  Ves t ,  no ted  ~ i c h m o n d  a r c h i t e c t  


of t h e  mid-nine teenth  cen tu ry .  ' T h e  d iminu t ive  Romancsque. s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t i ~ f  

co rne r  of Leigh and S t .  James (S t .  P h i l i p s  P. E.  Church from 1870-1959) now Iloi~sns 

A l l  S a i n t s  P e n t e c o s t a l  Church. Thc much-al tered Nosby Nemorial Churc!l, l ocn tcd  al: 

9 Eas t  Clay S t r e e t ,  was b u i l t  a s  a  F r i ends  Xeet ing  House i n  1866. The church house 

a t  F i f t h  and Jackson S t r e e t s  was b u i l t  i n  1920 on t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i t e  of o l d  F i f t h  

S t r e c t  Baptist, founded i n  1888. Third S t r e e t  Be the l  A.i.1.E. Church i s  l i s t e d  s f p a -  

r a t c l y  on botll tlie V i r g i n i a  Landmarks P.egister a i ~ d  >:ai ional  t :rgistcr of  i i i s t o r i c  

l J laccs .  


IDuring t h e  per iod  irhich saw t h e  format ion  o i  t h e s e  c h ~ ~ r c h e s ,  t h e  s m r i l L  ~ :~ j ;h ;mi- ing  



1.v IC-3UUa 
(He, 10-741 

u ;.:ITLD S ~ A T E SD E P A R T ~ I E N TOF r f i E  I NTE:.IIIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECEIVED 

C U N T I N U A T I O N  SHEET #23 ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 3 
. . 

SIGNIFICANCE 

community o f  ante-bellum f r e e  b l ack  proper ty  owners,  en t r ep reneur s ,  journejmen, and 
l a b o r e r s  was t ransformed:  " L i t t l e  Africa" became one o f  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  and 
i n f l u e n t i a l  b lack  communities i n  Xaerica.  The r o l e  of  t h e  church and t h e  pre-emanci- 
p a t i o n  b e n e f i c i a l  s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h i s  process  may be seen  p e r s o n i f i e d  i n  t h e  c a r e e r s  of  
t h e  Reverend IJ. F. Graham, p a s t o r  of  t h e  F i f t h  S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  Church; and t h e  Reverend 
1.7. W. Brorme, noted temperance reformer ;  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  Independent 
Order of S t .  Luke. 

blr, Graham was t h e  founder  and p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e , & e r i c a n  B e n e f i c i a l  Company, l a t e r  
merged i n t o  t h e  Richmond B e n e f i c i a l  l o c a t e d  a t  700 North Second S t r e e t .  W. W. Browne 
was founding p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  most famous o f  t h e  Negro b e n e f i c i a l  and s e l f - h e l p  
z o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  Grand Foun ta in  of  t h e  United Order  o f  h u e  Reformers. The True Refom- 
e r s  were c h a r t e r e d  i n  1883 t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  mutual  b e n e f i t  fund. By 1889 t h e y  had 
opened a bank a t  105 West Jackson S t r e e t  (Browne's r e s idence ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  black-organized 
ban!; t o  be  c h a r t e r e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

G i l c s  B. Jackson (with homes--both d e g r o y e d - - a t  205 Eas t  Leigh and a t  818 North Fourth 
S t r e e t s  and h i s  a t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e  a t  & North Second S t r e e t )  d r a f t e d  t h e  c h a r t e r  f o r  
t h e  True R e f o n e r s  Bank and a s s i s t e d  Browne, al; a s  t h e  Reformers e s t a b l i s h e d  f i r s t  
a  m e r c a n t i l e  and i n d u s t r i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e n  a weekly newspaper, Reformer: a 
h o t e l ;  a home f o r  t h e  e l d e r l y ;  a b u i l d i n g  and l o a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ;  and a r e a l  e s t a t e  
ageilcy. The True Reformer Bank su rv ived  t h e  p a n i c  of 1893 t o  become t h e  l i r g e s t  black- 
c o n t r o l l e d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  by 1907. 

I n  1893 B. L. and W. H. Jo rdan  l e f t  t h e  True Reformers Bank t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  Southern  
Aid S o c i e t y ,  which grew s t e a d i l y ,  coming i n t o  i t s  own wi th  t h e  Tiorld-War-I-induced 
i n c r e a s e  of  employment and p a y r o l l  among V i r g i n i a  b l acks .  The Southern  Aid S o c i e t y  
noved from 527 North Second S t r e e t  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of  Thi rd  and 
Leigh S t r e e t s  i n  1931. The Jordails and o t h e r  former o f f i c e r s  of t h e  True Reformers 
cont inued t h e  rrork of  t h e  Order  a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  was disbanded i n  1310. 

Truc Reformers had overextended thense lves  and t h e  r e sources  of t h e i r  bank i n  suppor t ing  
n j r i a d  s o c i a l  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  provided  b e n e f i t s  f o r  a g e n e r a t i o n  of  
blxcks a l l  ove r  t h e  e a s t e r n  seaboard .  The bank and t h e  Order i t s e l f  c o l l a p s e d  i n  
1910. The Grand Foun ta in ' s  hcndquar t e r s  b u i l d i n g  a t  604-603 North Second S t r e e t  has 
s i n c c  bcen des t royed.  

A second major  b e n e f i c i a l  s o c i e t y  of t h e  pe r iod  !.;as t h e  Independent Order  of S t .  Lulcc. 
The S t .  Luke e:o~!latcd tl ie True Xeforncrs  i n  founding  a bank, weelily mngazinc., ancl 
v a r j c d  comnerc ia l  and r e t a i l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  T l~c  Ordcr had f louade red  u n t i l  1SY9, !:hen 
i r  became t h e  v c l ~ i c l e  f o r  one o r  t h e  most s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r s  i n  modcr~r 'ichmond l i is-
t o r y .  Nazgie Walker (n&e P[:itc!~clL) was thc? i i r s t  wonan bank p r e s i d e n t  i n  the Unitsrl 
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S t a t e s .  Unlike t h a t  of  t h e  True Reformers, h e r  S t .  Luke's Penny Savings Bank con t inues  
t o  the  p r e s e n t  day i n  t h e  form of  i ts  s u c c e s s o r ,  t h e  Consol ida ted  Bank and Trus t  Com-
pany. 

PIrs. Walker 's successes- -as  a n  educator ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  and businesswoman--are w e l l  
lcnorm and a r e  f i t t i n g l y  commemorated i n  t h e  h i g h  schoo l  which b e a r s  h e r  name, t h e  
Consolidated Eank, and her  home a t  110 E a s t  Leigh S t r e e t .  The l a t t e r ,  a  Nat ional  
H i s t o r i c  Landmark, is a f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  c u r r e n t  p r e s e r v a t i o n  e f f o r t s  i n  Jackson Ward. 

. ~ 

The s u b s i d i a r i e s  of  t h e  S t .  Luke 's  and True Reformers Orders  may s t a n d  f o r  many s i n i -
l a r  bus iness  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Ward dur ing  t h e  h a l f - c e n t u r y  fo l lowing 
Appomattox. The i r  b e n e f i c i a l  and c h a r i t a b l e  f u n c t i o n s  have been superceded by those  
of  n a t i o n a l  f r a t e r n a l  o r d e r s  and p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  bu t  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
co.munity and to t h e  c a r e e r s  of  many i n d i v i d u a l s  ensu re  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y .  

John M i t c h e l l ,  Jr. and h i s  "worthy r i v a l  and y e t  good f r i e n d , "  G i l e s  B. Jackson,  e p i t -
omize t h e  nexus of  b u s i n e s s ,  f r a t e r n a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  e x i s t i n g  i n  Jac!cson 
Nard c i r c a  1890-1920. Jackson c u l t i v a t e d  t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t y l e ;  coope ra t ing  
wi th  t h e  reemergent Conserva t ives  i n  V i r g i n i a  p o l i t i c s  and devo t ing  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  
n o r e  of  h i s  t ime t o  Negro i n d u s t r i a l  growth. He was coauthor  of  The I n d u s t r i a l-
His tory  of  the  Negro Race i n  k n e r i c a ;  moving f o r c e  behind t h e  Negro E x h i b i t  a t  t h e  
Jarnestow# T e r c e n t e n n i a l  E x h i b i t i o n  of  1907; and ub iqu i tous  advoca te  f o r  b lack  bus iness  
i n t e r e s t s  a t  t h e  s e a t s  of government i n  Washington and Richmond. 

Jackson f i g u r e d  i n  True Reformer e n t e r p r i s e s  ( see  above) and h i s  pe r sona l  
bus iness  a c t i v i t i e s  were ex tens ive .  When J i m  Crow made i t s  appearance  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  
Booker T. Washington tu rned  t o  G i l e s  Jackson,  a s  t o  a ki-ndred s p i r i t ,  f o r  advice  on 
mounting a l e g a l  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  new o rd inances .  Washington might  have b fen  l e s s  
cornfortable c o o r d i n a t i n g  e f f o r t s  w i t h  Jackson ' s  ne ighbor ,  t h e  f lamboyant  and f i e r y  
John 2i i tchel1,  Jr. However r a d i c a l  he sometimes appeared,  M i t c h e l l  had t h e  i n t e l l i -
gence and bus iness  acumen t o  g a i n  prominence i n  n a t i o n a l  banking c i r c l e s .  He was 
a t  one time an o f f i c e r  and t h e  s o l e  Kcgro member of  t h e  American Bankers Associatlori .  

As Grand Chancel lor  of t h e  c o l o r e d  Knights  of Py th ia s  and e d i t o r  of t h e  8ichnor.d 
P lane t ,  M i t c h e l l  became a power t o  be reckoned wi th  i n  t h e  c i t y  f o r  t r . 7 0  s co re  y e a r s .  
The Knights ,  formed i n  1880, r a p i d l y  ga ined  precmincnce mong t h e  s e c r e t  soc ie t i . e s  
i n  Eic'hmond. These were n o t  u n l i k e  contemporary wh i t e  groups excep t  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e i r  
r i t u a l  inc luded Af r i can  e l e z e n t s  and t h e i r  purposes were shaped by t h e  needs and con-
d i t i o n  of  t h e  Freedmen. 

rrom t h e i r  "Cast le"  a t  t h e  r o r n e r  of  Third and Jackson Street-:;, t h e  W t h i a n s  e r z r c i s e J  
an iu f luencc  f e l t  irliroagliout t h e  \lard. Whether appear ing  e l a b o r a t e l y  cos tu ixd  and 
on horseback f o r  parades  o r  sonewhat morc muti,dly provid ing  n u s i c  f o r  a :u:icral, tile 
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Knights were a n  impor tant  element of  any s o c i a l  event .  They provided a c o l o r  and 
pagent ry  s t i l l  v i v i d l y  remembered by o l d e r  r e s i d e n t s .  It was under t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  
t h e  Fyth ians  t h a t  john M i t c h e l l  opened h i s  Mechanics Savings Bank. A contemporary 
of  :lnzgie \?a lker ' s  hank, t h e  Mechanics was l o c a t e d  a t  511  North Third S r r e e t ,  n e x t  
t o  i.!i:chell's I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  a t t a c h e d  r e s i d e n c e  a t  515-517 North Third.  

b l i t che l l  was a l e a d e r  of  t h e  predominantly b l a c k  Republican o r g a n i z a t i o n  which, i f  
weak e lsewhere ,  t o t a l l y  dominated t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  Jackson Ward from 1871 i n t o  t h e  
t ~ r n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  M i t c h e l l  o r  h i s  a l l i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Ir ishman James Bahene, con-
t i n u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  Jackson Ward on t h e  Comn~on Council  of t h e  C i t y  of  Richmond dur ing  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

Anlong blaclcs s e r v i n g  on t h e  Common Council i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  M i t c h e l l  were: John H. 
Adams, J:., who l i v e d  a t  300 West Leigh S r r e e t ,  n e a r  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  a  wel l - to-do  
c o n t r a c t o r  s i n c e  ante-bel lum t imes ;  Nelson P. Vanderval l ;  and Richard G. F o r r e s t e r ,  
whose r e s i d e n c e  a t  133 West Jackson was b u i l t  b e f o r e  1813 and remains one  o f  t h e  o l d -  
e s t  i n  t h e  Ward. E. R. C a r t e r ,  r e s i d e n t  a t  700 North F i f t h  S t r e e t ;  Henry J. Fbore 
of  312 West Leigh; and Alpheus Roper, 400 West h v a l  S t r e e t ,  a l s o  s e r v e d  on t h e  Council .  
Jos i ah  Crump se rved  bo th  on t h e  Common Council  and a s  an' Alderman; h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  
736 Korth Thi rd  S t r e e t  i s  no longe r  s t and ing .  Councilman S. W. Robinson l i v e d  a t  18 
Vest Leigh S t r e e t ,  s e v e r a l  b locks  from 623 North Th i rd  S t r e e t ,  which l a t e r  housed t h e  
law o f f i c e  o f  h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  grandson, S. W. P,obinson, Jr., now a f e d e r a l  judge. 

The ysunger Robinson s e r v e d  a s  a t t o r n e y  f o r  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  t h e  P r i n c e  Edward County 
deseg rega t ion  s u i t  dec ided  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  Brown v. Board o f  Educa t ion  o f  Topeka 
i n  1954. He was a l s o  prominent i n  subsequent s u i t s  brought  a g a i n s t  t h e  'ichmond 
pl lbl ic  s choo l s .  A h a l f - c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r ,  James H. Hayes, a n  a t t o r n e y  w i t h  o f f i c e s  
a t  414 i:orth Third S t r e e t ,  o rgan ized  t h e  Negro Educa t iona l  and I n d u s t r i a l  Assoc ia t ion  
t o  f o s t e r  a t e s t  c a s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  then  newly e n a c t e d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
Jackson Ward cont inued t o  provide  p o l i t i c a l  leadership even dur ing  t h e  t ime when t h e r e  
appeared t o  be no b l a c k  p o l i t i c s .  

Jo?ln W. M i t c h e l l ,  Jr. th rove  on a d v e r s i t y .  With t h e  appearance o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  J i m  
Ccov laws (corrmencing circa 1899-1904) invo lv ing  s e a t i n g  on common c a r r i e r s ,  and i n  
response t o  t h e  d i s f r anch i semen t  fo l lowing upon t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n s  
of 1902, he began t o  espouse a f o r c e f u l  " race  r i g h t s "  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  pages of  h i s  news-
paper.  It was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  appeal  of t h i s  program which made t h e  P l a n e t  a newspaper 
o f  n a t i o n a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .  The paper  merged i n  1935 w i t h  t h e  Balt imore Afro-Averican . 
and is  s t i l l  publ i shed  i n  Jackson Ward. 

Although opernt ir lg  v i t h i n  t h e  con tex t  o i  &n u n c e r t a i n  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  .Tackson 
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Ward r e t a i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  economic and s o e i a l ' s t r e n g t h  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  
century .  I f  Negroes s u f f e r e d  from t h e  f a l l o u t  of S o c i a l  Darwinism i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
sphe re ,  they  were o f  t h e  age i n  t h e i r  p u r s u i t  of weal th  and happiness  through s e l f -  
he lp ,  work, educat ion ,  and t h r i f t .  Whether i n  s p i t e ,  o r  t o  a degree  because, of t h e  
s e p a r a t i s t  phi losophy o f  t h e  day, b lack  en t rep reneurs  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  people remain- 
ed a c t i v e .  

The f i r s t  g e ~ l e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  new cen tu ry  was p o l i t i c a l l y  bleak.  From t h e  time of t h e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  of Jackson Ward a s  a p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  and t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  S t r e e t  Car 
Boycott (1905-1906) through t h e  adoption o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  s t r o n g  an t i - lynch ing  law i n  
1928, p o l i t i c s  had l i t t l e  "good news" f o r  Jackson Ward o r  b l acks  i n  gene ra l .  By 1931, 
t h e  V i r g i n i a  Supreme Court of Appeals began t o  r e v e r s e  u n f a i r  and i r r e g u l a r  appl ica-  
t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  laws by e l e c t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  and r e g i s t r a r s .  I n  1935, blacks began 
t o  reappear  as  veniremen f o r  Richmond c o u r t s .  

X~roughou t  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  pe r iod ,  Negro ba rbe r s ,  cont inuing a  t r a d i t i o n  d a t i n g  bac!: 
t o  ante-bel lum t imes ,  competed s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r  whi te  patronage,  a s  d i d  b lack  haber- 
dashe r s ,  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  owners, c a t e r e r s  and r e s t a u r a n t e u r s .  With in  t h e  Richmond 
black community--increasingly synonymous wi th  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  of Broad from &we t o  
Tenth S t ree t s - -under t ak ing  es t ab l i shment s ,  beauty  p a r l o r s ,  h o t e l s ,  b u i l d i n g  and loan  
and r e a l  e s t a t e  companies were a l s o  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  There were i n  a d d i t i o n  a l a r g e  
number of g r o c e r i e s ,  r e p a i r  shops,  d r u g s t o r e s ,  and o t h e r  smal l  commercial e n t e r p r i s e s  
i n  and n e a r  Second S t r e e t  

Educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  b l acks  inc luded Armstrong High Schcol ,  f o r  many yea r s  the  
on ly  Negro high school  i n  t h e - c i t y .  Armstrong was a successo r  t o  t h e  PJegro Normal 
School and took over  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  Second-Empire s t y l e  b u i l d i n g ,  cons t ruc ted  a t  
F i r s t  and Leigh S t r e e t s  i n  1871. V i r g i n i a  Union U n i v e r s i t y  ( c h a r t e r e d  1300) was 
developed on a campus j u s t  t o  t h e  northwest  of Jackson IJar2. It incorpora te s  s e v e r a l  
i o rmer ly  independent schoo l s ;  one, Hartshorn Memorial College ( f o r  Women), was loca ted  , 
j u s t  t o  t h e  west o f  t h e  Jackson Ward Eis tor ic .  D i s t r i c t  from 1884 t o  1332. 

1,Iany v i r g i n i a  Union f a c u l t y  members l i v e d  i n  Jackson Ward, n o t a b l y  D r .  Joseph E. Jones ,  
a t  520 North S t .  James S t r e e t ,  and D r .  J. J. Smallwood, whose r e s i d e n c e  was a t  102 
Eas t  Leigh S t r e e t .  D r .  James H. Johnston, long-time educator  and an  e a r l y  p r c s i d c n t  
of V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  College i n  Petersburg ,  l i v e d  i n  t h e  \.Jard a t  104 E a s t  Leigh S t r c c t  . 
and l a t e r  a t  710 North F i f t h  S t r e e t .  Among t h e i r  contemporar ies ,  a l l  of t h e  prac- 
t i s i n g  b lack  l a ~ j y e r s  and t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  medical  p e r s o r a e l  and o t h e r  p ro fess iona l s  
l i v c d  and, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  p r a c t i s e d  i n  t h e  Nard. 

By t h e  m i d d l e - ~ h i r d  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  t h?  Germon Cat!~olicl;  o f  o l d  S t .  kiaxy's 
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Par i sh  and t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  Jewish community of Jackson Ward had jo ined  t h e  exodus 
bezun by e a r l i e r  gene ra t ions  o f  whi tes .  I n  t h e  1930s, Jackson Ward--as extended sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  wes t ,  and e a s t  of t h e  p resen t  d i s t r i c t - -was  home t o  8,000 
black f a m i l i e s ,  and t o  t h e s e  a lone .  It was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Negro r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  and 
educct ion;  i t  was, indeed,  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic, and p o l i t i c a l  hub of c e n t r a l  V i r -
g i n i a ' s  b l ack  populat ion.  

Every c i t y  has a ' s t r e e t f  t h a t  s e rves  a s  t h e  s o c i a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  commercial, 
c e n t e r  o f  Negro l i f e .  Along one o r  more blocks o f  second S t r e e t  i n  Rich- 
mond. . . , t h e  'crowd' may be found almost every  evening. For a block o r  
two eve ry th ing  i s  Negro; h e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  oas is - -  ' ou r  s t r e e t . '  

from The Negro i n  V i r g i n i a ,  1940.-
Jackson IJard has s u f f e r e d  cons ide rab ly  dur ing  t h e  p a s t  gene ra t ion ,  The n o r t h e r n  
p a r t  of t h e  neighborhood was c u t  o f f ,  w i th  much phys ica l  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  by t h e  Turn- 
p ike  developed i n  t h e  1950s. The e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  has been l e v e l e d  i n  f avor  o f  th?  
Colise~lm and expanded f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  medical  educa t ion  a t  t h e  Hea l th  Sciences  c e n t e r  
of V i r g i n i a  Commonwealth U n i v e r s i t y  (VCU-Ma?). Buffeted by every  a f f l i c t i o n  v i s i t e d  
on i n n e r  c i t y  neighborhoods e lsewhere ,  i t  has a l s o  pa id  t h e  p r i c e  o f  i t s  own success .  
Segrega t ion  i n  a sense  made Jackson Ward, and the  l e a d e r s h i p  n u r t u r e d  i n  t h e  Ward 
he lped t o  unmake seg rega t ion .  

Vi rg in ians  have been pass ing  one ano the r  f o r  decades: r u r a l  people moving i n  t o  t2ke  
t h e  p laces  o f  young, a c t i v e  c i t y  d w e l l e r s  now removed t o  t h e  suburbs.  The automobile  
and a f f l u e n c e ,  compounded i n  t h e  c a s e  of Jackson Ward by changed law and changing 
cus ton ,  have c r i p p l e d  many a h i s t o r i c  neighborhood. And y e t ,  Jgclcson Ward remains 
t h e  p lace  of r e s idence ,  of worship ,  and o f  bus iness  f o r  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
Ric1mondts b l ack  community. John ~ l i t c h e l l ' s  s u c c e s s o r s  con t inue  t o  e d i t  t h e  R i c h n o ~ d  
/,fro-Aqerican here .  The Vice  Mayor and o t h e r  prominent b l acks  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a c t i s e  
lai i  from o f f i c e s  on o r  a d j a c e n t  t o  Second S t r e e t .  

Jaclcson Ward's p l easan t  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  a r e  beginning t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t c n t i o n  of 
persons who recogn ize  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  and a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e  of t h e  per iod  houses t o  b e  
f o n d  t h e r e .  E f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  the  i d e n t i t y  and c l ~ a r a c t e r  of t h e  a r e a  a r e  under- 
way, 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion  

The 130 a c r e s  comprising Jackson Ward H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 
a t  a p o i n t  i n  c e n t e r  of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of h v a l  and Belv idere  S t r e e t s ,  thence  extendins  
approximate ly  300 f e e t  SW along c e n t e r  of  Belv idere  S t r e e t  t o  c c n t e r  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
o: s a i d  s t r e e t  wi th  a l l e y  between Ca the r ine  and Leigh S t r e e t s ;  

Thence ex tend ing  approximately 500 f e e t  hW a long c e n t e r  of  abovementioned a l l e y  t o  
c e n t e r  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  a l l e y  wi th  Gilmer S t r e e t ;  

Thencc ex tend ing  approximately 600 f e e t  SW along c e n t e r  of Gilmer S t r e e t  t o  c e n t e r  of 
i n t c r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  s t r e e t  w i t h  a l l e y  between Clay and Marshal l  S t r e e t s ;  

Thence ex tend ing  approximately 500 f e e t  SE along c e n t e r  of  abovernentioned a l l e y  t o  
c e n t e r  of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  a l l e y  w i t h  Belv idere  S t r e e t ;  

Thence ex tend ing  approximately 400 f e e t  SW along c e n t e r  of  Z e l v i d e r e  S t r e e t  t o  c e x t e r  
of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  s t r e e t  w i th  a l l e y  between Marshal l  and Broad S t r e e t s ;  

Thcnce ex tend ing  approximately 1000 f e e t  SE along c e n t e r  of  abovenentioned a1lc:- t o  
c e n t e r  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  a l l e y  w i t h  Madison S t r e e t ;  

Thence ex tend ing  approximate ly  200 f e e t  NE a long c e n t c r  of Madison S t r e e t  t o  cE?.tcr 
of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  s t r e e t  w i t h  Marshal l  S t r e e t ;  

Thence. ex tend ing  approximately 400 f e e t  SE a long c e n t e r  of Marshal l  S t r e e t  t o  c c n t c r  
of  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  s t r e e t  w i t h  Brook Road; 

Thence ex tend ing  approximate ly  300 f e e t  N along c e n t e r  of  Eruolc Road t o  c e n t e r  of  

i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  road  w i t h  a l l e y  between Marsha l l  and Clay S t r e e t s ;  


Tl:ence ex tend ing  approximately 2000 f e e t  SE a long c e n t c r  of  abovementioned a l l c .  t o  
cenLer of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  a l l e y  wi th  Four th  S t r c e t ;  

Thence ex tend ing  approxiniately 700 f e e t  >?E a lcne  c e n t c r  of Foart l i  S t r e c t  t o  ccr.rer 

of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  s t r e e t  v i t h  Leigh S t r e c t ;  


Tllcncr ex tend ing  approximately 200 f e e t  SE a long c e n t e r  of  Leigll S t r c e t  t o  ccn:cr 01 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  s t r e e t  w i t h  a l l e y  bctwccn Four th  and F i f t h  S t r e c t s ;  

:Thence cx tcnd ing  approximately 400 f c e t  hZ a long c e n t e r  of ;~bovcmentionecI allel: to  

c e n t c r  of i n t c r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  a l l e y  wi th  Jackson S t r c e t ;  


1 : 1  c r ; ~ u ~ t d . l r ~ gapproximately 400 i e c t  S1: alon; ccntc-r oi Jncl::;on S t r e e t  to  c:r.:cr 

,,r : , - ~ - , v - m n , ~ : n - ,,q - - . - . - '  ..;'1- ;,\lev hrc;.;pcn T i I - t t ,  nntl S j , : t : !  ' 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Thence extending approximately 600 f e e t  NE along cen te r  of abovementioned a l l e y  t o  
beyond cen te r  of i n t e r sec t i on  of s a i d  a l l e y  with Duval S t r e e t  t o  nor th  s i d e  of s a id  
s t r e e t ;  

Thence extending approximately 2000 f e e t  NW along nor th  s i d e  of k v a l  S t r e e t  t o  i n t e r -
sec t ion  of s a id  s t r e e t  with Cameo S t r e e t ;  

Thence extending approximately 100 f e e t  NE, then approximately 100 f e e t  NW t o  concrete 
wa l l ;  then approximately 100 f e e t  SW to  nor th  s ide  of Duval Street- - thus  encompassing 
Sixth  Plount Zion Church; 

Thence extending approximately 1800 f e e t  WNW along nor th  s i d e  of h v a l  S t r e e t  t o  
point of o r ig in .  






