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1. Name
historic  [1asker & liarcuse Factory (VHLC 127-299)
and/or common American Can Company
2. Location
street & number <401=2413 Venable Street ‘ 1"/ Lnot tor publication
city, town HM.chmond l]_/*‘n*‘vicinity of SagiSbniamti.aicineh
i R

state J:Lrgln:l.a code 51 county (In CltY) code 760
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district —— bublic & occupied — agriculture - museum
“_ building(s) _<_ private — unoccupied -2 commerciai — park
— structure —.— both — work in progress — educational —___ private residence
— site Ir blic Acquisition .Accessible — entertainment — religious
—. object ‘ ‘. in process Aa yes: restricted — . government ___ scientific

2/ “being considered — yes: unrestricted ____ industriai — transportation

— no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property.

Lt o e e \J4 . Eyman Meyers, S. Sydney Meyers,
name Douglas 0. Tice, Jr., Trustee Ngthaniel Krumbein, Trustees
street & number 1203 E, Main 5t. (23219) 211 S, Yilton St, (23226)
city, town Richmond 21/ Avicinity of state  Virginia
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond City Hall
street & number 900 East Broad Street
city, town Richmond state Virginia
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Church Hill Survey has this property been determined eligible? __yes _¥ no

September 1
date eptember 1977 — federal ____ state __ county _X_Iocal

depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission . 221 Governor Street
Richmond state /irginia

city, town




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—-— excellent ___deteriorated _-= . unaltered _L_ original site

—=-_ good — ruins _— altered . moved date I\M‘\
— fair —— unexposed a

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Hasker & Marcuse Izctory is a 4-to 5-story brick masonry building
constructed betuween 1893 and about 1915 in the Union Hill section of the
City of Richmend, Virginia, Situasted on a city block at the western cdge

of Union Hill, a residential section of modest, 19th-century dwellings of
distinguished architectural styling developed between about 1850 and 1385,
the factory centrasts with neighboring structures in use, cverall character,
and scale, It was built to house the Hasker & MHarcuse lanufacturing Company,
nanufacturers of printed, polychromatic tin boxes and tin tags (labels) for
nlugs of chewing tobacco. The factory has a distinet industrizl charactsr,
typical of the late 19th century, cheracterized by the extorier, running=-bond
orickwork, the neavy nassing of the structure, and the rhythmic natierning
of the segmental-arched, six~over-six, deuble-hung wood sash windows with
rough-laced stone sills, The integrity of materials, workmenship, setting, locoticn,
and feeling cf the tuilding is intact., 'hile a degree of integrity of
association has been lost due to the removal of the machinery in 1951,

the structure itself sufficiently conveys the associative values. The
axterior retains all of its original features with the exception of some
replacement and repointing of the brickwork along the uppermost story of

the Venasble Street elevation towards Fink Shreet and some bricking in of
original window openingss

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The long, continuocus fzeade of the building facing on Venable Gtreet is actually
comprised of part of the original, L-plan factory built in 1893, a second

section built about 19GC, and a third section consiructed between 1912 and

1015, The last addition, vith iis long axis along Russell Street, forms a
perpendicular wing to the continuous wall along Yenable Street. A courtyard
exists in what was originally the back side of the factory between the 1893

ving and the 1912-15 additicn. A second area in the corner of the "L" of

the original portion of the factory was originally an open area bubt is now filled
in with tve subsidiary wings, one and two stories, at the corner of the lot at
Pink and Burton streets.

The construction of the factory is heavy timber columms and beans, wooden
joists and flooring, and load=-bearing masonry. In the original portion of
the factory, the columns are asymmetrically arranged to accommodate the
long~since removed, commlex printing machinery. 4 significant feature is
the shallou~stepped parapets at the roof lies of the two 5-story portions
of the Venable Street elevation. These also appear at the ends of the
wings, The simple, two=course brick cornice projects only slightly.

(see Continuation Sheet #2)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below '

___prehisteric  ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____landscape architecture rel‘iglon

— . 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — . conservation —_ law - science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —_ economics — literature . sculpture

_1600-1699 ___ architecture — education — military — social/

_1700-1799 ___art _—. engineering ——_ Mmusic humanitarian
1800-1899 ___ commerce ____explorationisettiement ____ philosophy — theater

I 1900~ —__ communications —__industry ——— politics/government ____ transportation

—.__invention . — Other (specity)
Specific dates 1693=1915 Buitder/Architect [Inimoin

Statement of Signiticance (in one paragraph)
STATZNENT OF SIGIITICAICE

The liasker & Marcuse Fectory is significant under Criterion A in industrial
history for its association with the carly development of the process for
manufacturing polychrematic, printed tebscco tins., Shipped nationwide, the Hasker
& Marcuse lenufacturing Company's tobacco tins vere 2 primary means of adver-
tising and marketing the proaucts of the newly consolidated, large tobacco
companies formed in Richmond during the 1890s. Integrzal to this manufacturing
process was the development and application of the technolicgy of tin~printing
processes vhich resulted in the invention and widespread use of offset litho-
graphy. As a major producer of tobacco shipuing products along the east coast,
the Hasker & llarcuse Factory uniquely represents the theme of the nascent
consumer product packaging industry as the huge tobacco conglomerates developed
marketing techniques based on the identification of a brend name vwith the
company's preduct, In addition, the Hasker & larcuse Manufacturing Company is
important as one of the carliest tin~printing establishments in the country to
use offset lithography to print colored tags for plugs of chewing tobacco and
polychromatic, decorated tin boxss for chewing and smoking tobacco. As such,
it i1s significant in the historical development of the paper printing industry
because the off'set lithography process——invented originally for tin-printing——
became the primary process used throughout the paper printing industry.

DISTCRICAL BACHGRCUITD

o]

The Ilasker & liarcuse Factory vas conastructed in 1893 to house the Hasker &
liarcuse Manufacturing Company, formed in 1291 as a stock company soon after
Charles H, lagker entered into a partnership with Jonas larcuse and his sons.

A prominent Union Hill citizen, Hasker was born a Londoner in 1831, immigrated
to the United States while in his teens, and joined the U.S, Navy., During the
Civil Var, however, he served in the Confederate lavy on the CSS5 Virginia (the
terrimac) and was credited vith saving the ship during its epochal battle at
Hampton Roads. Following his recuperation at the end of the war from an injury
sustained during torpedo boat experiments, Iasker began his industrial career.
In the 1570s he started an enterprise for the manufacture of small paper boxes,
succeeded in the business, and then sold it to a Majer M, V. Randolph.1

(see Continuation Sheet #2)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet /7,

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _l2as thon 1 core ’
Quadrangle name _Richmond, Va, Quadrangte scale 1 : 21, 000
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Verbal boundary description and justification [(see Continuation Sheet #1)
The proverty is comprised of the entire city block bounded ecn the north by the
scuthern curb edge of Venable 3treet, on the east by the western curb edge of
Russell Street, on the south by the northern curb edege of Durton .itreet, and on

List all states and counties for properties overiapping state or county boundaries IT/ A

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namertitie -mma. Jane Saxe

organization Jistoric Preservation Consultant date FTebruary 1983
street & number ~1/ Thor Drive telephone 203/ 573u3642
cityortown  innandale state Vieminig, 200073

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated signiticance of this property within the state is:

. national X state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Natlonal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the ffational Park Service.

e

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
s 4 A
1o [ Bryan Mitchell, Executive Director e APR 751983

itle Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
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9+ HAJOR BIBLICCGRAPHEICAL RETIRINCES

Advertisement: The Tobaccg Leaf, Vol. 37, los 1 (Jan. 17, 1900), p. 67.

Srowne, YWarren C., Cffset Lithogravhy. Uew York: Illational Lithographer
Fublishing Company, 1927,

"Charles H. Hasker, Death Yesterday Horning of this ‘!ell~known Citizen."
The Richmonc Dispatch, July 9, 1898,

Davis, Alec, TFackage and Print: The Develovment of Container and Label
Jesign. llew York: Clarkson L, rotter, Ine,, 1967.

loren, James, ed. [Irintine in the 20th Century, A Fenrcse Anthclegy.
llew Yorﬁ- Hastings liouse Publishers y 1974,

Horrison, sndrew, ed, The City on the James: Richmond, Virginia,
Richmond: G. Y. ingelherdt, 1893,

Richmond City Directories, 1890-1920,

Robert, Joseph C. The Siery of Icbacco in America. Chapel Hill: TUniversity
of N.C, Press, 1949, 1967.

Canford, James K. A Century of Commerce: 1867-1967. Richmond: Chamber of
Commerce, 1067

Scott, iary 'ingfield, (1d Richmond lleighborhcods. Richmond, Virginia, 195C.

Strauss, Victor, ed. The Lithographers lignual: A Comvendium of Lithography.
Hew York: ‘!laltwin Publishing Gomoany, 1958

"Union Hill's Friendly I'eighbors Reach Ancother }iilestone." The Richmond News-Leader,

March 4, 1952.

Yerner, Carl. A Textbook on Tobacco, New York: The Tobacco Leaf Publishing
Company, 1909,

10, VERBAL BOUNDARY DRESCRITPTION: the west by the eastern curb edge of Pink
Street, with dimensions of approximately 276 feet by 144 feet,

BOUHDARY JUSTIPIGATION- The bounds have been drawn to coincide with the
above-described | block, vhich is pr6013e1y the same as the limits of the property
upon completion of the bullding circa 1915 and includes no additional acreage.

Tobscecoland, Illew York: The Tobacco Leaf Publishing Company, 1922,
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Ve JSSCRITTIOH: The fenestration is in mostly original condition and, though
Geteriorated, will be retained ond repaired in the rehabilitation vork, The
design of the latest ving (constructed by 1915), vhose long axis runs along
Russell Sireet, varies from that of the remeining worticns in its use of double
instead of single windows cnd its ewcression of the elevator and stair tovers.

The interior is zlsc in virtually original conciticn with some ninor
alterations such as the addition of ucllboard Zor some partitloning of the
Tirst Ifloor. The exvosed brick walls have been zzinted many times cver the
YeITS,

v

Co CZIGUTIINIOANCT:  Hesker nert launched on ovceraiicn to meznufacture nzner tags
for tobacco nlugs, Swapzed with demand for his product, but needing more
capitaly, he altracted several Richmond investors end businessmen. In 15971 the
Hasker & Harcuse snufaeturing Compeny was forned snd continued produetion of
the paper tags from a smell R-story brick building (ne longer existing) in
Union Hill. As o result of the contribution of lMilten iiarcuse, the company
added a nevw product—a lithographed tin tag vhich could be applied more ouickly
to the pieces (or plugs) of tobaccos? 3By 1593 the company needed the larger
cuarters of the present building to produce !'"Plain and Lecorated TIN BOXTS,
Tin end Paper Tags, .eatnerproof Showcards."” The company employed 175 peonle
among whom were "designezs, lithographers, engravers on stone, wood and steel,
and die and toolmskers,!

The Hasker & liarcuse lonufacturing Company's initial success was related to its
oroximity to the prominent tobacco products manuizcturer s located in Richmond,
the largest of which in the 1870s and 1580s vere Thomas and Patterson (Lucky
Strile plug tobacco), 4llen & Ginter (vho undertcok the aggressive marketing

of cigarettesl and the Carerons, The state of Virginia had been the country's
top preducer in tobacco manufacturing through 1680 and, though losing ,Bfirst
place to lissouri by 189C, remained near the top throughout the 1890s.” In
actuality, the Hasker & Harcuse Manufacturing Company merketed their producte
from ifew York to Horth Carolina and probably to St. Louis.

Another reason for the company!s success in the early 1890s is related to the
intense competition in the tobacco industry that culminated in the late 18E80s.

The tobacco products manufacturers promoted recognition of brand names by

using such imnmovative techniques of merchandising as displaying the brand name and
name of the manufacturer on the tin and paper tags fixed to the chewing plugs and
pasting highly cokred, lithographed "head labels" (top labels) on the wooden

boxes of chewing tobacco. The decade from 189C to 1900 saw the formation of the
huge tobacco conglomerates~ —the American Tobacco Company, which controlled

90 rer cent of the country's cigarette manufacture, and the Continental

Tobacco Company which handled plug tobaccoe.

(see Continuation Sheet #3)
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8, SIGNIFICANCE: By 1900 the merchandising value of consumer
product packaging was established for tobacco products as well
as for other consumer goods, Indeed, the Hasker & Marcuse
Mamufacturing Company was one of about 100 independent container
manufacturers (not exclusively tin) that were consolidated in
1901 to form the ‘merican Can Company which rapidly became a
leader in the packaging industry, The American Can Company
continued the production of flat cigarette tins and large
tobacco ting in the Hasker & Marcuse Factory until the end of
1951 when the machinerg was moved to one of the company's
factories in the west.

continmued on Page L
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8¢ SIGIITICAICE: alec Davis in fackage and Print: The Develooment of
Centeiner ond label Desicn (1967) treces the history of the asvelopment
between the 1850s and 1900 of the tinplate printing process. Tin boxes

.....

of tobacec rroducts, moisture~free storage. D[arly metal boxes were
decorated with paper labels but these were too vulnerable. Direct

printing on the metal itself proved to be unsatisfactory because the
tinplate does not absorb ink as paper or board does. Transfer orinting, in
use Ifrom about 1873 to 1€93, consisted of printing designs cn thin transfer
paper Vhich was then applied to the tinplate in a way similar to the process
of enamelling. The method that eventually solved the problem vas a process
vhereby the design Irom the lithogroshic stons was rrinted on a glazed card-
boerd (later rubber) tlanket first and then vas immediately "offset” from
the blanitet on to the metal sheets,

lMethods end nachinery wvere developed and patented both in England and in the
United States Irom about 1875 to about 1860 which establiched offset litho=-
graphy as a verkasble, cractical process. Davis attributes invention of
"direct" {tin-printing (offset is actually indirect) to Robert Earclay, a
conelusicn suprorted by other sources which explain the development of
printing technclogy in the late 19th century. He says "thus was invented

the process still used for tin-printing and now used even more widely in
paper printing--a staple means of production for popular magazines, mail-
order catalogues and other multi-coloured mass media, In its origins offset-
litho was mrimarily a packege-printing and wholly a tin-printing orocess, 7

Davis also notes the dearth of tin-printers in the United States in 1888
(only three listed in the Lithogrechers! Directory). Thus the Hasker &
Harcuse lanufacturing Company was in the Ioretfront of the tin-printing
industry in 1893,

Over the course of about fifteen years, the printing industry wvas able to
transfer the technology of offset lithography from tinplate printing to paper
printing. In Eritain George Mann built the first offset lithography press for
printing on paper in 1906, after having built in 19C4 the first rotary tin-
orinting machine., By 1910 rotary lithographic machines went to the "offset®
principle.® In the United States development of an offset lithographic press
is attributed to the Harris Automatic Press Company in 1904-05. By 1912560
offset presses vere in operation, and two years later they vere being used for
printing newspaper supplements. In 1927 the author of {ffset Lithography
(National Lithographer Publishing Company) noted that while in 1917 the offset
press was a novelty, now it "has fairly revolutionized lithography."9

Adoption of the offset principle made possible modern long run lithography
from photo-mechanical plates, yielding cleaner prints and use of a wide variety
of paper and metal surfaces.

(see Continuation Sheet #5)
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8+ SIGUIFTCAICT: Tn terms of broad patterns of historical development, liew York
“hiladelphia, and Richmond were generally considered to be the

major centers on the east ccast for printing establishments during the
late 19th century and well into the 20th century. The lHasker & Marcuse
llenufeeturing Company is part of this context as one of fourteen
“Frinters, Iublishers, Ingravers" listed in an 1893 index of Richmond's
commercial and industrial cnterprises (Andrev Horrison). Included is one
company in addition to Hesker & larcuse that also printed tobacco tags
and labels, iowever, the iasker & Harcuse Manufacturing Company was the
only tin-unrinting establishment and was unicue in Richmond in the manu-
foeture of tin boxes on such a lorge scale,

1. "Charles H. Haslker" (Cbituary) The Richmond Dispatch,
July 9, 1896,

2o "Union ¥ill's I'riendly lieighbors Reach Another lillestone."
The Richmond News Lesder, March 4, 1952,

3, Advertisement in The Tobacco Leaf, Jol. 37, Ho. 1 (Jem. 17,
1900)’ Te 674

Le Andrew lorriscn, ed., The City on the James: Richmond,
Yirginia (Richmond: G.. Ingelhardt, 1693y De 2044

5. Joseph C. Robert, The Story of Tobacco in America (Chapel
4ill: University of 1.C. iress, 1949, 1967), p. 132.

6, "Union Hill's Friendly MNeighbors Reach Another tiilestone.”
The Richrond News Leader, March 4, 1952.

7. Alec Davis, Packege =nd Print: The Develoovment of Container
and Label Design (ifew York: Clarkson il. Fotter,
Inc-’ 1967 » PDPe 73-74.

8., James lioran, ed., Printing in the 20th Century, A Ienrose
Antholo (liev York: hastings House Publishers,

1974) s Ppe 79=60,

9, UYarren C. Drowne, Offset Lithography {(lew York: National
Lithographer Publishing Company, 1927), Foreword,
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