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DESCRIPTION 
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-GOOD -RUINS ~ L T E R E O  -MOVED DATE-__ 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S i t u a t e d  on the  corner  of Broad and Third S t r e e t s ,  t h e  Cen t ra l  Nat ional  Bank is a 
twenty-four-story, b r i c k  and limestone-faced, s tee l - f rame skyscraper e r e c t e d  i n  1929-30 
i n  the  Art-Deco s t y l e .  The main e l e v a t i o n  on Broad S t r e e t  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  l a r g e ,  two- 
s t o r y  arched e n t r y  con ta in ing  a l a r g e  multi-paned transom over  a  bronze and marble- 
framed revolv ing  door f lanked on e i t h e r  s i d e  by bronze and p l a t e - g l a s s  doors.  Carved 
low-re l ie f  vousso i r s  frame the  main en t rance ,  complemented on e i t h e r  s i d e  by low-re l ie f  
carved zig-zag-framed arched l i g h t s .  The l i g h t s ,  covered by a bronze g r i l l e  now painted 
go ld , a re  d iv ided i n  t h e  c e n t e r  by a bronze and marble f o l i a t e d  panel.  A marble-veneer 
p l i n t h  de f ines  the  perimeter  of the  nor th  e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  banking tower. Octagonal 
panels carved i n  low-re l ie f  decora te  the  upper spandre l  of an  o therwise  unpierced wall .  
A den t i cu la t ed  b e l t  course s e p a r a t e s  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  f r o n t i s p i e c e  from a succeeding 
g ran i t e - faced  s t o r y  o f  e i g h t  bays, which is separa ted  from the  succeeding s t o r i e s  by a 
decorated f r i e z e  o f  f o l i a t e d  r inceau .  The upper s t o r i e s  a r e  marked by v e r t i c a l  s t r ips  
of windows de l inea ted  by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  and separa ted  from succeeding s t o r i e s  by panels 
of molded b r i c k .  The p i l a s t e r s  te rminate  on t h e  upper s t o r i e s  i n t o  p innac les ,  the  
upper s t o r y  conta in ing  a band o fo rnamnted  b r i c k  i n  a  diamond-shapeddesign. A modern 
s i g n  on each face  wi th  the  l e t t e r s  "CNB" somewhat obscures t h e  top  s t o r y .  

Adjacent t o  the  main bu i ld ing ,  and designed by t h e  same a r c h i t e c t ,  is a smal l e r ,  
t h ree - s to ry ,  l imestone-faced s t r u c t u r e  which o r i g i n a l l y  housed a s e r i e s  of shops known 
a s  the  Broad-Grace Arcade . The bui ld ing  is joined v i s u a l l y  on the  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  
t o  the bank tower by a d e n t i c u l a t e d  cornice  on l i n e  wi th  t h a t  found on t h e  bank tower. 
The main ent rance  c o n s i s t s  of a  l a r g e ,  casement-type transom doorway f lanked on e i t h e r  
s i d e  by b r a s s  l a n t e r n s .  On t h e  northwest bay of t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  is a l a r g e  p la t e -g la s s ,  
metal -casement-type window surrounded by a d e l i c a t e  cas t -bronze  frame. The second 
s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  of two l a r g e  bronze casement-type windows, each con ta in ing  a d e l i c a t e l y  
sculp tured  cas t -bronze  cap w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h .  Thi rd-s tory  f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  
of simple casement windows i n  p l a i n  meta l  frames. The e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  abutted 
an o l d e r  bu i ld ing  which was removed t o  c r e a t e  a  walled cour tyard .  The facade of t h i s  
e l eva t ion  has been reworked on t h e  lower s t o r y .  The new b r i c k  matches t h e  c o l o r  and 
t e x t u r e  of t h e  o l d e r  b r i c k  used on the  bank tower. 

The Grace S t r e e t  (south)  e l e v a t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  contained t h e  a rcade ' s  shop f r o n t s  
which have been replaced by l a r g e  casement-type, p l a t e -g la s s  windows. The t rea tment  
of the  second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  is  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found on t h e  f r o n t  (no r th )  e l eva t ion .  
A f o u r t h  s t o r y  was added at a l a t e r  da te .  

The CNB conta ins  a  most d i s t ingu i shed  i n t e r i o r ,  i n  an  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of preserva-  
t ion .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s i d e - h a l l  plan, t he  h a l l  o r  lobby extending from 
Broad t o  Grace S t r e e t s .  The main banking f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  of the  
lobby and c o n s i s t  of a  commercial o r  "Great" banking h a l l ,  a  publ ic  banking h a l l ,  
executive o f f i c e s ,  and conference rooms. It should be noted t h a t  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  plan, 
the  c u r r e n t  lobby and publ ic  banking h a l l  were o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  shops of t h e  Broad S t r e e t  
arcade,  s i n c e  removed f o r  needed banking space.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  $/I) 
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SPECiFIC DATES 1928-30 BUlLDERlARCHlTECT john Eberson 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The Centra l  National  Bank, designed i n  1929-30 by the  New York a r c h i t e c t  John 

Eberson, is an  oucstanding example of the  Art-Deco skyscraper  a s  i t  was i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  
the  South. The bui ld ing  i s ,  moreover, a  t r i b u t e  t o  the  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  of Richmond 
merchants t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  needs. It is 
t o  the  c r e d i t  of t h e  bank's c u r r e n t  consul t ing  a r c h i t e c t  and t r u s t e e s  t h a t  a  r ecen t  
major renovation preserved t h e  bank's  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r .  

The h i s t o r y  of CNB begins i n  1911 when the  merchants on Broad S t r e e t  decided t h a t  
they needed a  s t r o n g  bank i n  the  r e t a i l i n g  d i s t r i c t  of Richmond t h a t  would se rve  them 
d i r e c t l y .  The founders included a  prominent f u r r i e r ,  a  l e a t h e r  goods d e a l e r ,  and a  
r i s i n g  department s t o r e  owner. The merchants s o l d  s tock  t o  fe l low businessmen on Broad 
S t r e e t ,  purchased an  e x i s t i n g  branch bank, and appl ied  t o  the  Department o f  the  Treasury 
f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  bank c h a r t e r .  When the  bank's doors opened i n  September o f  t h a t  yea r ,  
CNB became Richn~ond's twen t i e th  banking es tabl i shment  and the  f i r s t  n a t i o n a l  bank i n  t h a t  
a rea  of the  c i t y .  The new bank proved t o  be a  success ,  and w i t h i n  s i x  months depos i t s  
t o t a l e d  over a  h a l f - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  On November 2, 1914, t h e  bank became a  c h a r t e r  
member of t h e  Reserve system, two weeks before  t h e  Richmond Federa l  Reserve Bank opened. 
By 1921 the  bank had grown t o  become the  s i x t h  l a r g e s t  bank i n  Richmond and a  pioneer i n  
many Vi rg in ia  banking innovations.  

I n  1928 the  bank's  d i r e c t o r s  voted t o  e r e c t  a  new bank bu i ld ing ,  purchased a  s i t e  a t  
219 East Broad, and made plans f o r  a  ten-s tory  s t r u c t u r e .  The plans were r e v i s e d ,  and 
u l t ima te ly  ground was broken i n  March 1929 f o r  a  twenty-four-story s t r u c t u r e .  John 
Eberson, of New York, was the  a r c h i t e c t  working wi th  the  Richmond f i rm of Carneal ,  
Johnston, and Wright. Eberson had designed Richmond's Loew's Theat re  i n  1927-28, soon t o  
be followed by t h e  Broad-Grace Arcade i n  1928-29. It was t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  bank 's  
t r u s t e e s  t h a t  the  arcade would s e r v i c e  and be served by t h e  new CNB, which would occupy 
overcnc . th i rd  of t h e  a r c a d e ' s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  f rontage .  Doyle and R u s s e l l ,  who l a t e r  
worked on the  Pentagon i n  Washington, were the  con t rac to r s .  They employed s t e e l  workers 
from some of the  coun t ry ' s  l a r g e s t  br idge p r o j e c t s  t o  r i v e t  t h e  1,720 tons  of s t e e l .  
Despite t h e  Depression, the  cons t ruc t ion  of the  bank continued and was f i n a l l y  completed 
i n  June 1930. 

Before the  bui ld ing  was f i n i s h e d ,  i t  became obvious t h a t  t h e  CNB tower was t o  have 
a  s p e c i a l  func t ion  i n  the  Richmond business world. An adman i n  the  December 7, 1929, 
Richmond =Leader overwhelmed h i s  n o t i c e  wi th  p r a i s e  t o  t h e  CNB. The ad read: 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  i!l) 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
DU u u 

The Cent ra l  National  Bank comprises t h e  easternmost  p o r t i o n  o f  c i t y  block W49 bounded by 
Eas t  Broad S t r e e t  on t h e  no r th ,  Eas t  Grace S t r e e t  on t h e  sou th ,  Third S t r e e t  on t h e  e a s t ,  
and Second S t r e e t  on t h e  west .  The proper ty  i s  composed of  t h r e e  c i t y  l o t s  t oge the r  
measuring 129.92'x301.65' and extends from 215-225 Eas t  Broad S t r e e t  on t h e  n o r t h  and 
from 216-226 Eas t  Grace S t r e e t  on t h e  south.  (See Block W49, Cards 8 ,9 ,12 ,  Richmond C i t y  
Assessor ' s  Of f i ce )  
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

An e x c e p t i o n a l l y  handsome room, t h e  commercial  bank ing  h a l l  was o r i g i n a l l y  
t h e  p u b l i c  banking room o f  CNB. I t s  Art-Deco appo in tments  i n c l u d e  s u c h  n o t a b l e  
f e a t u r e s  a s  a  r i c h l y  ornamented c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n g ,  a  g e o m e t r i c  Art-Deco t e r r a z z o  
f l o o r ,  and t h e  generous  u s e  o f  c a s t  bronze f o r  lamps and o t h e r  d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e s .  
F r o s t e d - g l a s s  a r c h e d  t r ansoms  p rov ide  a  s o u r c e  of n a t u r a l  l i g h r  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  room, 
two s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  From t h e  "Great" h a l l  p r o j e c t s  t h e  p r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  and 
an Art-Deco, wood-paneled bank manager ' s  o f f i c e ,  which r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a i n e d  
f i n i s h .  

The p e r s o n a l  bank ing  h a l l  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  remode l ing  o f  t h e  a r c a d e  shops  
and c o n t a i n s  modern bank ing  equipment and f u r n i s h i n g s .  The former  a r c a d e  lobby  
r e t a i n s  i t s  Art-Deco p l a s t e r  ornaments  and bronze lamps.  The Broad S t r e e t  lobby 
c o n t a i n s  e x c e p t i o n a l  Art-Deco appo in tments ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  e l e v a t o r  
lobby .  The e l e v a t o r  doors  c o n t a i n  Art-Deco m o t i f s ,  handsomely worked i n  b ronze  
and e t c h e d  g l a s s .  The e f f e c t  is  doub led  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a n  e t c h e d - g l a s s ,  A r t -  
Deco m i r r o r  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a l l .  The remain ing  f l o o r s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  u s e d  
a s  bank o f f i c e s  and have been c o s m e t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b a n k ' s  y e a r s  o f  
growth.  

RCC 
8 .  SIGNIFICANCE 

A s i t e  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  s i g h t .  
A b u i l d i n g  t h a t  o v e r l o o k s  n o t h i n g  i n  efficiency. 
A monumental s t r u c t u r e  a t  a n  a c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r .  
A background o f  b u s i n e s s  and a  f o r e g r o u n d  o f  Beauty.  
A l o c a t i o n  of  h o r i z o n s  f o r  t e n a n t s  o f  v i s i o n .  

While t h e  ad was o b v i o u s l y  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  l e a s e  r e n t a l  s p a c e  i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g ,  
i t  may a l s o  be  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e n t i o n .  

When t h e  bank was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e s ,  a  c l i m a t e  o f  economic and s o c i a l  
p r o s p e r i t y  p r e v a i l e d  th roughout  America b r i n g i n g  w i t h  i t  a  " t h e  s k y ' s  t h e  l i m i t "  
opt imism,  a  s e n s e  t h a t  was l i t e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  t ime.  
It  was d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  s k y s c r a p e r  had come i n t o  f r u i t i o n ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  
o f  American t e c h n o l o g y  and economic growth.  Complementing t h e  new b u i l d i n g  form 
was a new a r c h i t e c t u r a l  v o c a b u l a r y ,  A r t  Deco. The new s t y l e  employed m o t i f s  o f  a  
h i g h l y  g e o m e t r i c  and sometimes e x o t i c  n a t u r e  t h a t  s h a r e d  a  common q u a l i t y - - e a s y  
a d a p t a t i o n  by t h e  machine .  It is  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  when c o n s i d e r e d  i n  terms o f  

i t s  r a p i d  g rowth ,  CNB would a d a p t  b o t h  t h e  s k y s c r a p e r  form and Art-Deco 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  #2)  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

embel l i shment  a s  symbols of p re -Depress ion  p r o s p e r i t y .  It is commendable t h a t  
t h e  bank,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  expand,  h a s  r e s t o r e d  i t s  b u i l d i n g  tower  and a d a p t e d  t h e  
n e i g h b o r i n g  Art-Deco Broad-Grace Arcade f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  bank ing  s p a c e ,  t h u s  
p r e s e r v i n g  a Richmond landmark of b u s i n e s s  p r o s p e r i t y .  




