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Reveille, a 19th-century Henrico County farmhouse, i s  s i tua ted  on Cary S t r e e t  Road 
i n  the West End of Richmond behind Reveille Methodist Church, Erected or ig ina l ly  a s  a 
pr ivate  residence, the building presently serves a s  administrative of f ices  f o r  the  church. 
The present brick s t ruc ture  is the r e s u l t  of three building campaigns. The main two-and- 
one-half-story house dates t o  the f i r s t  decade of the 19th century. A one-and-a-half- 
s tory west wing dates  t o  1839. A rear  kitchen wing was added to the west wing i n  1920. 

Set  on a high basement, the f ront  (south) elevation is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. A l l  
other elevations a r e  l a i d  i n  seven-courde American bond. The four-bay facade is dominated 
by a One-story pedimented porch s e t  on a brick foundation. Added during the present 
century, the porch she l t e r s  a semcircular fanl ight  entry.  Fenestration consis ts  of 6/6 
hung-sash on the basement windows and 9/9 hung-sash on the f i r s t -  and second-story windows. 
A l l  the  windows a r e  framed by simply executed architraves.  A b e l t  course of two separate 
courses of s t re tchers  between the  f i r s t  and second s to r i e s  runs the  length of the  south 
elevation, v i sua l ly  connecting the  main house t o  the two-bay w e s t  wing. A row of three 
dormers projects  from the gable roof of the main section, and paired dormers a r e  found on 
the west wing. 

The cas t  elevation, l i k e  the south, i s  dominated by a one-story pedimented porch, s e t  
on a brick foundation. Both the port ico and entry were added during the present century. 
The elevation i s  pierced by a 9/9 hung-sash window on the second s tory,  and a 6/6 hung- 
sash window on the  a t t i c  s tory.  

The r ea r  (north) elevation a l so  contains a 20th-century, one-story pedimented portico 
s e t  on a podium. The five-bay elevation features  6/6 hung-sash on the basement windows 
and 9/9 hung-sash on the f i r s t -  and second-story windows. The west elevation contains 
the seven-course Amercian bond addition of 1839 and the  brick kitchen wing of 1920. 

The in t e r io r  of Reveille has undergone extensive modifications. Originally a single- 
p i l e ,  side-hall  plan,  the  1839 addition converted the  house in to  a central-hal l  plan. 
Dominating the h a l l  is an open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the second f loor .  The stair 
features  paneled spandrels, sawn-scroll brackets, a rounded handrail ,  and rectangular 
balusters--two t o  a t read.  Paral le l ing the s t a i r  i s  a paneled wainscot, o r ig ina l  t o  the 
house. The doorways i n  the  h a l l  have f luted symmetrical architrave t r i m  with corner blocks 
mounted by a carved geometric motif. The t r i m  dates t o  an 1839 renovation. 

The f ront  (southeast) par lor  contains a f luted Federal-style mantel believed t o  be 
or iginal  t o  the house. The trim found i n  the f ront  par lor  and the  paneling i n  the  rear  
par lor  a r e  the  r e s u l t  of a 20th-century renovation. Similarly, t h e  dining room paneling 
dates t o  the present century. The second-floor rooms have been extensively a l te red .  A 

f luted Federal-style mantel, s imilar  i n  execution t o  t h a t  found i n  the par lor ,  i s  pre- 
served i n  a former front  bedrmm. 

The house r e t a ins  three or ig ina l  outbuildings t h a t  include a brick dovecote, 

l a t t i ced  well house, and wood-frame servants '  quarters.  A small formal garden i s  
immediately t o  the eas t  of the  house. Unfortunately the  view of the  house from Cary 
S t ree t  Road is blocked by a Sunday School wing of the church. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary of Reveille is  drawn so  as  t o  include the house 
(see Continuation Sheet #1) 
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

Reveille is a handsome example of an ear ly  19th-century Federal-style country 
residence. Bui l t  by the  Southall  family of Henrico County, the  house is one of a few 
surviving examples of the detached brick Federal house found i n  the Richmond area.  The 
house has long been a famil iar  landmark i n  what is now a fashionable but  densely developed 
res ident ia l  area. 

The land on which Reveille was b u i l t  was or ig ina l ly  p a r t  of a t r a c t  of 417 acres i n  
Henrico County, purchased by Darcey Southall of Amelia County i n  1750. I n  1757 Southall 
deeded 100 acres  t o  h i s  son Turner, then l iv ing  i n  Henrico County. Turner died i n  1791, 
leaving some confusion a s  t o  the ult imate disposit ion of h i s  es ta te .  The e s t a t e  became 
the subject of much family dissension and l i t i ga t ion .  Final ly  on May 18, 1831, a decree 
of the Henrico County Court ordered t h a t  a public auction of the t r a c t  of land called "The 
Brick House" be held on the  premises and sold t o  the highestbidder .  

The advertisement required by the court  described the t r a c t  a s  "land formerly owned 
by Col. Turner Southall and sometimes called,  'Westham Tract' ." The notice s ta ted  t h a t  
it contained 60 acres and suggested t h a t  "the brick house, a t  moderate expense, might be 
repaired and made a desirable  place fo r  a family residing i n  town t o  r e t i r e  during the 
summer months." The statement implies t h a t  the house was neglected from the time of the 
e s t a t e  l i t i g a t i o n  t o  1831, when it was sold a t  auction. 

The actual  date  of erection and the builder of Reveille a r e  uncertain.  I t  is known 
from the 19th-century da4.r~ of M i s s  Rebecca W i l l i a m s  t h a t  her family l ived i n  the house 
circa  1806, when it was apparently rented. I n  plan the  house does not follow the typical  -- 
model of the country house as  suggested i n  pat tern books, but ra ther  t y p i f i e s  the s ide-hal l  
plan house t h a t  became popular i n  the Federal townhouse. Indeed, the prototype for  Reveille 
i s  found i n  houses t h a t  were erected i n  the City of Richmond c i rca  1790 t o  1820. I t  i s  
unfortunate t h a t  most of the  s a l i e n t  examples have been destroyed. 

The w e s t  wing containing the dining r o o m  was added i n  1839. I t  was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  
tine house received i t s  Greek Revival t r i m  from improvements made by James M. Boyd, who sold 
the house i n  1842. 

"Improvements" were fur ther  made by D r .  Richard A. Patterson, who acquired Reveille i n  
1869. Patterson reputedly replaced the or iginal  mantels with "grander" examples and the 
original f ron t  porch with a la rger  one. The next renovation occurred i n  1920 when the  
kitchen wing was added by Elizabeth Crutchfield, who a l so  attempted t o  r e s to re  the house t o  
its or iginal  appearance. In  1950 the property and house were acquired by the Reveille 
United Methodist Church, a Methodist congregation formed from the merger of the Monument 
and Union Stat ion Methodist Churches. Reveille presently houses the administrative o f f i ces  
of the church. 
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7. DESCRIPTION - BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION I 

s i te  and surrounding grounds t h a t  border t h e  house. This  
i s  an  a r e a  t h a t  encompasses 4 a c r e s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  t r a c t  
of  60 ac res .  Revei l le  i s  bounded on south by t h e  Revei l le  
Methodist Church, on t h e  nor th  by t h e  church proper ty  l i n e s ,  
and on t h e  e a s t  and west by p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  
boundaries of t h e  church property.  
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