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DESCRIPTION 
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XGOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  A O V E D  D A T b  

-FAIR -UNUPOSEO 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENTAND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The S t .  Andrew's Episcopal  Church complex is  loca ted  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n s  o f  Idlewood 
Avenue wi th  Cherry and Laurel  s t r e e t s  i n  the  Oregon H i l l  neighborhood of Richmotid. 
The complex includes S t .  Andrew's Church (1901), School (1901), and Church Hall  (1904), 
the  I n s t r u c t i v e  V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associa t ion  Bui ld ing , ( l904) ,  and the  William Byrd Com- 
munity House (1908). The bui ld ings  were cons t ruc ted  i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  Revival s t y l e s  by 
the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rms o f  A. H. Ellwood o f  rndiana and Noland and B a s k e m i l l e  o f  Rich- 
mond.. . . , 

. . 
.. ~ . . . . .....-A . . . . . - - . . - . . , . . - .  . . .  

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH 
S t .  ~ndrew's  Episcopal  Church is t h e  p r inc ipa l  ' a r c h i t e c t u r a l  component wi th in  the  com- 
plex. The des ign  of the  Indiana a r c h i t e c t ,  A. H. Ellwood, the  church is  a rough-faced 
Virg in ia  g r a n i t e ,  cruciform s t r u c t u r e  e rec ted  i n  a  r e v i v a l  of the  Ear ly  Engl ish  Gothic 
s t y l e .  The facade at  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Laure l  S t r e e t  and Idlewood Avenue is domin- 
a t e d  by a 115-foot co rne r  tower. 
4 - A  - - . - 
The tower is v i s u a l l y  d iv ided i n t o  t h r e e  s t a g e s  by t h e  con t ra s t ing  use o f  Indiana lime- 
s tone  aga ins t  t h e  Vi rg in ia  g r a n i t e .  The f irst  s t a g e  o f  t h e  tower conta ins  t h e  Idlewood 
Avenue (south) ent rance .  The recessed  ent rance  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  mul t ip l e  l a n c e t  a rch  con- 
t a in ing  a double-door e n t r y  wi th  a  quat refo i l - shaped,  s t a ined-g las s  transom. The a r c h  
is supported by polished g r a n i t e  columns wi th  carved f l o r a l  c a p i t a l s  and bears  t h e  in-  
s c r i p t i o n ,  "Let us  go i n t o  the  house of t h e  Lord.'' I r o n  hinges and door handlea deco- 
r a t e  the  double wooden doors .  The tower's second s t a g e  c o n s i s t s  of smal l  lancet -arch  
windows. The tower's t h i r d  s t a g e  is a b e l f r y .  Fenes t r a t ion  cons i s t s  of pa i red  l a n c e t  
arches executed i n  limestone. The t o p  is crowned by a s t o n e  r a i l  and corner  b u t t r e s s e s  
topped by p innacles ,  t h e  h ighes t  one terminated by a c r o s s .  

- 
The facade ' s  main en t rance  c o n s i s t s  of a  t r ip l e -a rched  l imestone porch supported by 
polished g r a n i t e  columns and p i l a s t e r s  with carved c a p i t a l s .  The a rch  bears  the  in -  
s c r i p t i o n ,  "come unto  me a11 ye t h a t  l abor  and a r e  heavy laden and I w i l l  g i v e  you 
r e s t , "  The porch s h e l t e r s  a  double door s e t  w i t h i n  a  simply executed s t o n e  frame. 
The door is f lanked by pointed-arch,  s t a ined-g las s  windows. Above the  porch, a  l a r g e  
Gothic-arch, s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window is embellished wi th  E a r l y  English-type t r a c e r y .  A 
round s t a ined-g las s  window occupies the  gable.  Angled b u t t r e s s e s  f l ank  t h e  nave. 
Balancing t h e  main tower is a sma l l e r  tower wi th  a s i n g l e  pinnacle. 

The sou th  e l e v a t i o n  con ta ins  pointed-arch, s t a ined-g las s  windows embell ished wi th  geo- 
metr ic  t r ace ry .  The sou th  t r a n s e p t  conta ins  a  row of f i v e  l ance t  s t a ined-g las s  win- 
dows on the  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  a  r o s e  window above, and a sma l l  pointed-arch window i n  t h e  
gable. 

The west end of t h e  b u i l d i n g  f e a t u r e s  t h r e e  arched s t a ined-g las s  windows. The n o r t h  
end conta ins  the  chapel  which has a n  arched ent rance  on the  f i r s t  l e v e l  and a 
round window above. A c r o s s  marks t h e  apex o f  the  gable  roof .  

S t .  Andrew's Church con ta ins  a l a v i s h l y  decorated i n t e r i o r .  The f o c a l  poin t  o f  the  
i n t e r i o r  is the  c h o i r  and sanctuary.  The sanc tua ry  is dominated by a wooden reredos  
ornamented wi th  pointed arches  and pinnacles.  The reredos  is  contained w i t h i n  an  arcade  
t h a t  def ines  the  c h o i r  a r e a .  The arcade  is supported by polished g r a n i t e  c l u s t e r  c o l -  
umns and c a n e d  s t o n e  c a p i t a l s .  The cho i r  con ta ins  carved s t a l l s ,  each having a sepa -  

(see con t inua t ion  s h e e t  8 2  ) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION 

r a t e  design a t  the  end of the  s tandard.    he ornamental woodwork throughout the  church 
was the  product of t h e  Richmond Wood Working Company A b a p t i s t e r y  i s  located t o  t h e  
n o r t h - o f  the  choi r .  The f o c a l  poin t  is  a  massive whi te  marble baptismal fon t  wi th  
the  i n s c r i p t i o n ,  "One F a i t h  One Lord, One Baptism." Mosaics cover the  wal ls  of the  
c h o i r  and b a p t i s t e r y .  The vau l t ed  t r u s s e s  of the  church i n t e r i o r  were executed from 
Ca l i fo rn ia  redwood. The church has a  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  of 750, inc luding the  g a l l e r y  
and cho i r .  

ST. ANDREW'S SCHOOL 

B u i l t  concurrent ly  wi th  the  church, the  S t .  Andrew's School is  a  th ree - s to ry ,  s t r e t -  
cher-bond s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a s t o n e  basement. The bui ld ing  is  designed i n  a  Ruskinian 
Gothic s t y l e .  The schoo l ' s  p r i n c i p a l  en t rance ,  on Idlewood Avenue, is composed of a  
th ree - s to ry  ent rance  tower. The tower's f i r s t  s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  of a  drop-arch en t rance ,  
an  open porch s h e l t e r i n g  double wooden doors. The second s t o r y  f e a t u r e s  a  balcony 
wi th  a  q u a t r e f o i l  s t o n e  r a i l .  The t h i r d  s t o r y  is composed o f  an arched window wi th  
paired Gothic sash .  The t o p  o f  the  tower is  crowned wi th  bat t lements .  Fenes t r a t ion  
on the  f i r s t  s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  2/2 hung-sash windows, framed to inc lude  b l ind  wood 
transoms and crowned by s tone  l i n t e l s .  Second-story f e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of 212 
hung-sash windows, wi th  arched transoms, under s t o n e  arches .  The hipped and m u l t i -  
gable roof conta ins  dormers. The bu i ld ing ' s  c e n t r a l  bay on Idlewood Avenue f e a t u r e s  
e l abora te  low-re l ie f  carv ing  on t h e  second s t o r y ,  which includes the  school ' s  name 
and da te  of cons t ruc t ion .  

ST. ANDREW'S HALL 
Adjacent t o  the  school and church is the  par ish  h a l l ,  e rec ted  i n  1904. The h a l l  is 
a  th ree - s to ry  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  s e t  on a  s t o n e  basement. The main ent rance  on Idlewood 
Avenue is comprised o f  a  Jacobean-style doorway conta in ing  arched double doors. The 
i n s c r i p t i o n  "St. Andrew's Hall ,  1904" is carved i n  a  s tone  pediment above the  door. 
Fenes t r a t ion  on the  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  c o n s i s t s  of diamond-paned casement win- 
dows topped by s tone  l a b e l  molds. The hipped roof is broken by gabled dormers a t  
t he  a t t i c  s t o r y .  

IXSTRUCTIVE VISITING WRSE ASSOCIATION BUILDISG 

The I n s t r u c t i v e  V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associa t ion  Building a t  223 South Cherry S t r e e t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  e rec ted  a s  a  t eache r s '  res idence  f o r  the  school .  Bui l t  a f t e r  the  des igns  
of Noland and Baskervi l le ,  t he  bui ld ing  e x h i b i t s  Queen Anne s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s .  The 
bui ld ing  i s  cons t ruc ted  of s t re tcher-bond b r i c k  and s tands  three  s t o r i e s  high. The 
f i r s t  s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  o f  an open arcade  which s h e l t e r s  the  main entrance.  The second 
end t h i r d  s t o r i e s  con ta in  1/1 hung-sash windows crowned by s tone  l i n t e l s .  The former 
res idence  is covered by a  combination c ross  gable  and hipped roof .  A two-story wing 
was added a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .  

(see cont inuat ion  s h e e t  i/ 3) 
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ARENTS FREE LIBRARY (WILLIAM BYRD COMMUNITY HOUSE) 

The Arents Free Library ,  a two-story b r i ck  bu i ld ing ,  was e rec ted  a t  224 South Cherry 
S t r e e t  i n  1908. The bu i ld ing ,  renamed the  William Byrd Community House i n  1947, was 
b u i l t  a f t e r  the plans o f  Noland and Baskervi l le .  cons t ruc ted  i n  b r i ck ,  t he  two-story, 
gable-roof s t r u c t u r e  is dominated by an ent rance  tower designed i n  the  Decorated 
Gothic s t y l e .  F e n e s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of elongated 111 hung-sash windows on the  f i r s t  
s t o r y ,  separa ted  by s t o n e  panels from 1/1 hung s a s h  on the  second s t o r y .  A gable 
roof covers the  bui ld ing .  But t resses  frame the  co rne r s  of the  s t r u c t u r e  and ent rance  
tower. 

RCC 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  - 
-- 

The St .  Andrew's Church complex is confined t o  two c i t y  blocks i n  the  Oregon H i l l  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  C i ty  of Richmond. The boundaries a r e  a s  follows: 

The church, pa r i sh  h a l l ,  school ,  and V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associat ion bui ld ing  a r e  c0.n- 
ta ined  i n  a block bounded on t h e  e a s t  by Laurel  S t r e e t ,  on the  south  by Idlewood 
Avenue, on the  west by Cherry S t r e e t ,  and on the  n o r t h  by r e loca ted  Cumberland S t r e e t .  
The church bui ld ing  is owned by S t .  Andrewls Episcopal  Church, the  pa r i sh  h a l l  and 
school by t h e  S t .  Andrew's Associat ion,  and the  nur ses '  home by the  I n s t r u c t i v e  
V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associa t ion .  

The William Byrd Community House, owned by the  S t .  Andrew's Associat ion,  is on the  
next (west) block. I t  is  bounded on the  e a s t  by Cherry S t r e e t ,  on the  nor th  by 
Cumberland S t r e e t ,  on the  sou th  by adjacent  houses, and on the  west by an a l l ey .  The 
boundaries a r e  the  same a s  when t h e  complex was completed i n  1908. 
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(2) Par i sh  H a l l ,  School and William Byrd Community House (Library) :  
c /o M r .  McDonald Wellford,  r . ,  S e c r e t a r y  
S t .  Andrew's Associa t ion  
1005 Travelers  Building 
1108 Eas t  Main S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23219 

(3) I n s t r u c t i v e  V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associa t ion  (Building):  
c /o  P res iden t ,  Board o f  D i rec to r s  
I n s t r u c t i v e  V i s i t i n g  Nurse Associa t ion  
223 S.  Cherry S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  23220 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"Heart Attack Proves F a t a l  t o  Miss Arents ."  Richmond =-Dispatch. Richmond, 
V i r g i n i a ,  June 21, 1926. p. 1. 

Slonaker ,  ~ h e s t e r  L. An ~ i s t o r i c a l - o v e r v i e w  -- of S t .  Andrew's Episcopal  Church, 
R i c h o n d  -- and?he Cont r ibut ions  - of Miss -. - Grace Arents.  Richmond, Virg in ia  
September, 1977. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1901-1908 BUILDER/ARCHITECT A.H. Ellwood; Noland 6 Baskervi l le  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The S t .  Andrew's Episcopal Church complex s t ands  a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monument t o  the  
s o c i a l ,  educat ional ,  and r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  o f  ~ i c h m o n d ' s  Oregon H i l l  community. Bu i l t  
between 1900 and 1908, t h e  complex conta ins  a  church and school  designed by A.H.Ellwood 
of Elkhar t ,  Indiana,  and a pa r i sh  h a l l ,  l i b r a r y ,  and f a c u l t y  residence by Noland and 
Baskervi l le  of Richmond. Arch i t ec tu ra l ly ,  t h e  r i c h l y  embellished church i s  a d i s t i n -  
guished example of the  High Vic to r i an  ?chic. Overa l l ,  t he  complex is a reminder o f  
the  gene ros i ty  o f  M i s s  Grace Arents ,  a n  adopted Richmonder whose l i f e  bears  comparison 
wi th  Andrew Carnegie, Jane Addams, and o t h e r  n a t i o n a l l y  recognized symbols of philan- 
thropy and s o c i a l  conscience dur ing  t h e  Progress ive  era .  

"Oregon H i l l "  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a r e a  of Richmond nor th  o f  t h e  James River,  sou th  of Cary 
S t r e e t ,  e a s t  o f  Hollywood Cemetery, and west o f  t h e  S t a t e  Peni tent ia ry .  The neighbor- 
hood had i t s  beginnings i n  1828, when Benjamin Green b u i l t  a  row o f  small,, three-  and 
four-room dwell ings on land he purchased from Lewis E. Harvie. I n  1846 Harvie s o l d  
another  t r a c t  of land which was subsequently divided i n t o  t h i r t y - f o o t  l o t s .  Wdes t  
homes were b u i l t  on t h e  l o t s ,  many by workers of the  Tredegar I ron  Works. Oregon H i l l  
developed wi th  cons ide rab le  r a p i d i t y  and was r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  1851 a s ,  "a handsome l i t t l e  
v i f l a g e . " l  Mordecai, i n  h i s  Hi s to ry  of Richmond, des r i b e s  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a s ,  "a hardy 
and indus t r ious  and f i e r y  r a c e ,  d i a c i T e s  of Vulcan."' Many of the r e s i d e n t s  l i s t e d  
i n  the  C i ty  Direc tory  o f  1856 a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  puddlers i n  the  i r o n  works, carpenters ,  
s t o n e c u t t e r s ,  mil lworkers ,  shoemakers, and c i t y  guards. The a r e a  was thus populated 
by workmen, both s k i l l e d  and unsk i l l ed .  Although t h e r e  were many r e n t a l  p rope r t i e s ,  a  
l a r g e  number o f  houses were owner-occupied. 

I n  1873 a c o m i t t e e  o f  S t .  Paul 's  Episcopal Church was s e n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  various sec-  
t i ons  o f  the  c i t y  wi th  t h e  view of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a mission.  It was concluded t h a t  t h e  
need was g r e a t e s t  on Oregon H i l l .  As a r e s u l t ,  a  Sunday School was opened i n  March 
1874 a t  t he  res idence  o f  M r s .  C. (Nannie) Barksdale. There were 109 s tuden t s  and s i x -  
teen  teachers .  School enrol lment  increased  s o  r a p i d l y  t h a t  the  school was soon moved 
t o  the o l d  Confederate a r s e n a l .  

I n  February 1875 t h e  miss ion  group conveyed t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  of S t .  Paul ' s  a  l o t  on 
Laurel and Beverly s t r e e t s  t h a t  had been purchased from Lewis E .  Harvie. Construct ion 
of a mission chapel  was begun i n  A p r i l  and completed i n  October 1875. It was conse- 
c ra t ed  a s  "St. Andrew's Chapel of S t .  Paul 's  Church.'' S t .  Andrew's became a mission 
church of t h e  Diocese i n  1884 and e l e c t e d  i ts  f i r s t  v e s t r y .  Although S t .  Paul 's  was 
forced t o  d i scon t inue  o f f i c i a l  suppor t  i n  1888, i n t e r e s t  i n  the  mission continued. 
I n  1890, independent o f  t h e  v e s t r y ,  t he  Young Ladies A l t a r  Guild o f  S t .  Paul ' s  r a i s e d  
more than $1500 t o  en la rge  S t .  Andrew's and purchase ad jacen t  land on Laurel  S t r e e t .  
An e n t h u s i a s t i c  and generous member of t h e  l a d i e s  g u i l d  vas  Grace Arents ,  "the pa t ron  
s a i n t  of the  ~ i 1 1 . " ~  

(see cont inuat ion  s h e e t  # 4) 
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I Miss Arents was a  favored n iece  o f  the  Richmond tobacco magnate Major Lewis Ginter  
and was a  primary h e i r  t o  the  Ginter  fortune.  She was born i n  New York Ci ty  i n  
1848 and moved t o  Richmond a f t e r  the  dea th  of her  f a t h e r  t o  l i v e  a t  G in te r ' s  home. 
Her ob i tua ry  i n  the  Richmond Times-Dispatch, June 21, 1926, descr ibes  her  a s ,  "One - 
of Richmond's most p r a c t i c a l l y  phi lanthropic  and b e s t  loved r e s i d e n t s  ... It i s  gen- 
e r a l l y  conceded t h a t  the  improvement of t h i s  (Oregon H i l l )  pa r t  of the  c i t y  was due 
very  l a r g e l y  t o  the  e f f o r t s  o f  Miss Arents." 

These e f f o r t s  began i n  1890 wi th  her  g i f t  of a  pump organ and employment of a  pumper 
f o r  S t .  Andrew's Church. She continued t o  suppor t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  pa r i sh  f o r  
the  remainder o f  her  l i f e .  When, i n  order  t o  sys temat ize  and g ive  permanence t o  he r  
c h a r i t a b l e  works. Miss Arents e s t a b l i s h e d  a t r u s t  fund, i t  was t o  be administered by 
t h e  S t .  Andrew's Associa t ion .  She increased the  endowment of t h e  t r u s t  both during 
her l i f e t i m e  and through generous provisions i n  he r  w i l l .  

By 1899 the  church membership had grown s o  r a p i d l y  t h a t  the  need f o r  a new bui ld ing  
became c r i t i c a l .  I t  was decided t o  r ep lace  the  wooden s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  one of s t o n e  
which would adequate ly  s e a t  seven hundred t o  e i g h t  hundred people. A generous con- 
t r i b u t i o n  from Miss Arents assured  the  cons t ruc t ion  of the  church. The a r c h i t e c t  
was M r .  A.  H. Ellwood of E lkhar t  Indiana.  The s t a ined-g las s  windows, i n s t a l l e d  
i n  1901, were . the  work of the  Von Gerichten Studio  of Columbus, Ohio. 

A new b r i c k  school  b u i l d i n g ,  a l s o  designed by Ellwood and financed by Miss Arents ,  
was b u i l t  on a  s i t e  immediately adjacent  t o  the church.  I n  1904 a  pa r i sh  h a l l  was 
b u i l t  between the  school  and t h e  church, financed e n t i r e l y  by M i s s  Arents.  The 

- 

church complex continued t o  grow i n  1904 with the  e r e c t i o n  of a  res idence  f o r  the  
school f a c u l t y .  The res idence  was designed by t h e  Richmond f irm of Noland and 
Baskenr i l le .  I n  1909 Miss Arents o f fe red  the  bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  I n s t r u c t i v e  V i s i t i n g  
Nurse Associat ion,  r e n t  f r e e  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  The Associat ion e v e n t u a l l y  pur- 
chased the  bu i ld ing  from t h e  S t .  Andrew's Associa t ion  i n  1919. 

I n  1908 the  l a s t  bu i ld ing  of t h e  complex, t h e  Grace Arents Free Library  Building, 
w a s  erec ted  a f t e r  the  plans of Noland and Baskervi l le .  The bui ld ing  became the  
William Byrd Community House i n  1947, when the  C i t y  o f  Richmond b u i l t  t h e  Dooley 
Library .  A l i b r a r y  is s t i l l  maintained i n  the  bu i ld ing ,  now used p r imar i ly  f o r  
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  

Bu i l t  w i t h i n  a  seven-year period from 1901-1908. the  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  the  S t .  
Andrew's Church complex r e f l e c t  a  sense  o f  s t y l i s t i c  ec l ec t i c i sm i n  American a rch i -  
t e c t u r e .  S t .  Andrew's Church rep resen t s  a  f a i r l y  l a t e  express ion  of t h e  inf luences  
o f  John Ruskin on e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The church, b u i l t  f o r  working-class 
par ish ioners ,  was s t y l i s t i c a l l y  s u i t e d  f o r  the  l i t u r g i c a l  methods promulgated by 

(see con t inua t ion  s h e e t  # 5) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

t h e  Oxford movement o f  t h e  previous century.  The S t .  Andrew's School follows the  
church i n  i ts  Gothic expression.  S t .  Andrew's Hall  of  1904 breaks away from t h e  
Gothic idiom through t h e  t rea tment  of the  doorway i n  t h e  Neo-Jacobean s t y l e .  Bui l t  
i n  t h e  same year, t h e  f a c u l t y  res idence  d i sp lays  a modified Queen Anne inf luence.  
The l a s t  bu i ld ing  o f  t h e  complex, t h e  Arents Free L i b r a r y  is  a n  e a r l y  and modified 
use o f  the C o l l e g i a t e  Gothic, popularized by t h e  work o f  Ralph Adams Cram and h i s  
fo l lowers .  

Notes - 
1. S c o t t ,  p. 210. 
2. Mordecai, p. 294. 
3. Bustard, p. 1. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - 
Verbal Boundary Desc r ip t ion ,  con t ' d  

E s i d e  of a l l e y  between Linden and Cherry s t r e e t s ;  thence extending approximately 
100'  N along s a i d  s i d e  o f  s a i d  a l l e y ;  thence extending about 350' E t o  W s i d e  of  a l l e y  
between Laurel  and Cherry s t r e e t s ;  thence extending about  150' S a long s a i d  s i d e  of 
s a i d  a l l e y ;  thence extending  about  150' E t o  W s i d e  of  Laurel  S t r e e t ;  thence extending 
about 100'  S along s a i d  s i d e  o f . s a i d  s t r e e t  t o  poin t  o f  o r i g i n .  

Cumberland S t r e e t  was moved t o  t h e  sou th  i n  r ecen t  yea r s  a s  a r e s u l t  of  the  bui ld ing  
of t h e  Richmond Downtown Expressway. 
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