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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The St. Andrew's Episcopal Church complex is located at the intersections of Idlewood
Avenue with Cherry and Laurel streets in the Oregon Hill neighborhood ¢f Richmond.

The complex includes St. Andrew's Church (1901), School (1901), and Church Hall (1904),
the Tustructive Visiting Nurse Association Building:(1904), and the William Byrd Com-
munity House (1908). The buildings were constructed in a variety of Revival styles by
the architectural firms of A, H. Ellwood of Indlana and Noland and Baskerville of Rich-
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ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH o § , o
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church is the principal ‘architectural component within the com-
plex. The design of the Indiana architect, A. H. Ellwood, the church is a rough-faced
Virginia granite, cruciform structure erected in a revival of the Early English Gothic
-style. The facade at the- ‘intersection of Laurel Street and Idlewood Avenue is domin- -

ated by a 115—foot corner tower.
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The .tower is visually divided into three stages by the contrasting use of Indiana lime-
Stone against the Virginia granite. The first stage of the tower contains the Idlewood
Avenue (south) entrance. The recessed entrance consists of a multiple lancet arch con-
taining a double-door emtry with a quatrefoil-shaped, stained-glass transom. The arch
is supported by polished granite columns with carved floral capitals and bears the in-
scription, "Let us go into the house of the Lord." Iron hinges and door handles deco-
rate the double wooden doors. The tower's second stage consists of small %ancet-arch
windows. The tower's third stage is a belfry. Fenestration consists of paired lancet
arches executed in limestone. The top is crowned by a stone rail and cormer buttresses
topped by pinnacles, the highest one terminated by a cross.

The facade's main entrance consists of a triple-arched limestone porch supported by
polished granite columns and pilasters with carved capitals. The arch bears the in-
seription, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you
rest,” The porch shelters a double door set within a simply executed stone frame.
The door is flanked by pointed-arch, stained-glass windows. Above the porch, a large
Gothic~arch, stained-glass window is embellished with Early English-type tracery. A
round stained-glass window occupies the gable. Angled buttresses flank the nave.
Balanc1ng the main tower is a smaller tower with a single pinnacle.

The south elevation contains pointed-arch, stained-glass windows embellished with geo-
metric tracery. The south transept contains a row of five lancet stained-glass win-
dows on the first story, a rose window above, and a small pointed-arch window in the

gable

The west end of the building features three arched stained-glass windows. The morth
end contains the chapel which has  an arched entrance on the first level and a
round window above. A cross marks the apex of the gable roeof.

t. Andrew's Church contains a lavishly decorated interior. The focal point of the '
interior is the choir and sanctuary. The sanctuary is dominated by a wooden reredos
ornamented with pointed arches and pinnacles The reredos is contained within an arcade
that defines the choir area. The arcade is supported by polished granite cluster col-
umns and carved stone capitals. The choir contains carved stalls, each having a sepa-

(see continuation aheet-#z_)































