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1. Name 
historic Centenary Methodist-Episcopal Church 

andior common Centenary Church (preferred) ; Centenary United Methodist Church ( o f f i c i a l  name) 

2. Location 

street & number 411 East Grace S t r ee t  - not for publication 

Third (David E. S a t t e r f i e l d ,  111) 
city, town -- Richmond -vicinity of congressional district 

state Virginia code 51 county ( i n  c i w )  Code 760 

3. Classification 
- 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
--district - publtc X occupted -agriculture - museum 
X butlding(s) X private - unoccupied -commercial - park 
-structure - both -work in progress educational - prtvate residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible --entertainment L religrous 
--object - in process X yes: restricted -government - scientitk 

-being constdered -yes: unrestrtcted -. industrial - transportatton 
- no - mtlitary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Board of Trustees, Centenary United Methodist Church 

name c/o .W. David F. J a rv i s ,  11, Pastor - 

street & number 411 East Grace S t r ee t  

city, town Richmond - vicinity of state Virginia  23219 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Richmond City Hall  
-- - - 

street & number 900 East Broad S t r ee t  - 

city, towq Richmond state Virginia 23219 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks ~oxmnissiorba%%~~&operty been determined elegible? X yes - no -- 

date 1979 ---federal X state - county - local -- 

depository ,or survey records Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Conmission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  - -- - - 

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219 



Condition Check one Check one 
_& excellent - deteriorated - unaltered z_ original site 
.. _ - good - ruins X altered - moved date -. - 
--fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Centenary Church is  located a t  411-412 East Grace S t r e e t  i n  the h e a r t  of Richmond's 
commercial d i s t r i c t .  Originally Greek Revival i n  s t y l e ,  the 1841-1843 rectangular br ick  
building was extensively remodeled i n  the Gothic Revival between 1874-1876. The par i sh  
house dates from 1930. 

The main (north) facade, as  developed during the 1874-1876 remodeling, is dominated 
by a central ly  positioned, three-stage tower, The tower's f i r s t  stage incorporates the 
church's main entrance. It consis ts  of a double doorway, topped by a multi-paned, stained- 
glass,  pointed-arch transom with a hood molding. The transom and matching glass-paned 
doors are  a mid-20th-century addition. The main entrance opens onto s t a i r s  leading up t o  
the main f loor  of the church. The tower's second stage contains a large pointed-arch 
tracery stained-glass window. 

The t h i r d  stage is  composed of a b e l l  tower with louvxed lancets  with hood moldings. 
The top of the tower i s  crowned by battlements. The tower is flanked on t h e  f i r s t  s to ry  
by s ide entrances. The double doors of both entrances a r e  mid-20th-century replacements. 
The second s tory contains pointed-arch, stained-glass windows topped by hood molds. The 
roof l i n e  is ornamented by battlements. The e a s t  wall  contains f ive  bays, defined by 
pointed-arch openings with hood molds. The northeasternmost opening has been bricked up. 
The remaining openings contain stained-glass windows similar t o  those f o m d  on the north 
elevation. The west wall contains a two-story hyphen t h a t  connects the church t o  the  
parish house. 

Executed i n  seven-course American bond, the  hyphen contains a pointed-arch entrance 
on the f i r s t  s tory  and an arched stained-glass window on the  second s to ry .  The hyphen is 
crowned with battlements. The rear  (south) elevation contains a two-story project ing 
brick apse, i n  seven-course, American-bond brick.  

The focal  point  of the i n t e r i o r  is  the  choir ,  s e t  apar t  from the nave by three  t a l l  
Gothic arches, the center  one t a l l e r  and wider than the s ide ones. The arches a r e  
supported by clustered columns t h a t  s i t  on the choi r ' s  elevated stage.  The organ show 
pipes and paneled canopied base provide a stunning backdrop t o  the carved oak Gothic 
Revival-style furn i ture  and gleaming brass  pulp i t .  An oak, Gothic-style communion t ab le  
completes the arrangement. The choir i s  separated from the congregation by an oak 
communion r a i l  of Gothic arches. Oak scroll-arm pews with Gothic panel ends and carved 
fo l ia ted  f in ia l sprovide  seat ing for  the congregation. The present organ was $ ins ta l led  i n  
1905, and the pu lp i t  i n  1898. A marble baptismal font  i n  the  west corner of the church 
was acquired i n  1892. The stained-glass windows a r e  geometric with the  exception of the  
f igural  memorial west window i n s t a l l e d  i n  1902 i n  memory of John Morton and El ias  P.  
Hudgins. Gothic-style lamps hang from a woodeqpaneled and t r u s s  ce i l i ng ,  braced on curved 
brackets suggesting hammer beams. The church has a center a i s l e .  Gal le r ies  a re  over the 
side a i s l e s  and across the rear .  

The parish house was constructed i n  seven-course American bond i n  1930. S t y l i s t i c a l l y  
compatible with the church, the bui lding 's  main entrance i s  on Grace S t r ee t .  The double- 
door entrance is  topped by a pointed-arch bl ind transom. The second s t o r y  cons is t s  of  
multi-diamond-paned, hung-sash windows topped by stone l in te l - type  heads. The t h i r d  
s tory contains multi-paned, hung-sash windows topped by pointed-arch hood molds. The roof- 
l i n e  isarnrrmented w i t h  battlements. Both church and par ish house a r e  maintained i n  
excellent condition. 



8 Significance 

Period Areas of Significancg--Check and justify below X 
_- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 -- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 

_- 1500-1599 _- agriculture -economics - l~terature -sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X arch~tecture - educat~on - mil~tary - social1 
- 1700-1799 - art -engineering -music humanitarian 

X 1800-1899 - commerce -- exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications -industry - politics/government -transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 
- .*PI-6 
Specific dates 1841-43; remodeled W e r I A r c h i t e c t  John/Samuel Freeman; Albert  L. West 

Statement of Significance [in one paragraph) 

Centenary Church, long a famil iar  landmark i n  downtown Richmnd, i s  the c i t y ' s  o ldes t  
Methodist Church and one of i t s  chief examples of the Gothic RevivaC s t y l e .  The or ig ina l  
s t ructure  was a Greek Revival building put up i n  1841-43 by t h e  Richmnd bui lder /archi tects  
John and Samuel Freeman w i t h  funds collected i n  1839, the centennial  year of Wesleyan 
Methodism. The simple temple-form structure  was completely remdeled  i n  the Gothic Revival 
s ty le  i n  1874-76 by Albert L. West (1825-1892), Richmond's xmst prominent mid-19th-century 
a rch i tec t ,  who provided designs for  buildings throughout Virginia  and a s  f a r  away a s  Africa 
and Japan. Most of Richmond's more imposing Romantic ~ e v i v a l  s t ruc tu res  were designed by 
Northern a rch i tec ts  such a s  Thomas U. Walter and Isaiah Rogers; Centenary, i n  its present 
form, thus gains i n t e r e s t  a s  a l oca l  product and a s  one of West's few remaining works. 

Methodism was f i r s t  preached t o  Virginians i n  1772, and by 1785, having made inroads 
i n  Tidewater and Southside, it had more adherents i n  the  s t a t e  than anywhere e l s e  i n  the 
country. Richmond was another s tory however, reporting such a s m a l l  society of Methodists 
t h a t  i n  1799 the f i r s t  American Methodist Bishop, Francis Asbury, s en t  " the g i f t ed  young 1 Thomas Lyell t o  take charge of the  feeble society i n  Richmond.. ."' By t h e  end of the  year 
a new church was b u i l t  with a congregation o f  twenty-eight white and twenty-two black 
members. A more formal meeting house was erected on Shockoe H i l l  i n  1811. The congrega- 
t ion  continued t o  grow, and the s i z e  of the meeting house was soon found inadequate. A 
report  of the t rus tees  i n  June 1843 records the  following: 

The t rus tees  of the Methodist Episcopal Church on Shockoe H i l l ,  having 
fo r  some time entertained the wish t o  e r e c t  a new house of worship, had 
upon a l l  former occasions found themselves unable to do so, and when 
the Centenary subscriptions were being made i n  October 1839, they seized 
t h a t  opportunity as  a favorable one t o  make another e f f o r t  t o  obtain 
t h e i r  wish. They succeeded i n  obtaining a subscr ipt ion l i s t  ... which they 
deemed su f f i c i en t  t o  ju s t i fy  them i n  commencing t h e i r  operations ... 2 

On March 15, 1841, the present l o t  on Grace S t r ee t  between 4th and 5th was purchased 
for  $3,926.50. According t o  the his tory of the church: "The foundation...was l a i d  i n  
the summer ... but circumstances beyond the control of the committee retarded very much 
the completion of the building. The m o s t  prominent cause was t h e  f a i l u r e  of a large 
number of the subscribers t o  comply w i t h  t h e i r  engagements..."3 The church was formally 
dedicated i n  June of 1843. The trusteesreported a t o t a l  cos t  of $20,001.43. A contemporary 
description of the church was included i n  the account of the dedication ceremonies i n  the 
Richmond Compiler, June 6, 1843: 

The Church i s  s i tua ted  on a very p re t ty  l o t  i n  a m o s t  agreeable p a r t  of 
Shockoe H i l l .  The .outside wall of t h e  building measures 75 x 60 f ee t .  
The f ront  of the church has a recess port ico graced by two la rge  f lu ted  
dor ic  columns. The outside is plain br ick,  well  f in i shed ,  and looks well. 
The i n t e r i o r  of the Church is of Grecian do r i c  order ,  and has a very 
pleasant and handsome appearance. I t  is  55 x 64 feet--too square fo r  

propriety, but it brings the audience nearer to the pulpit.. -4 

(See Continuation Sheet # l I  



9. Major Bibiiograpkical Referena=es 
Bennett,  Floyd S. Descriptl-re Inventory of Archives. Centenary Methodist  Church, Richmond, - 

V a . ,  1962. 

- .Methodist Church on Shockoe H i l l .  Richmond, V a . ,  1962. 
P e l l ,  Edward Leigh. A x d r e d  Years o f  Richmond Methodism. Richmond: The Idea  Pub l i sh ing  - -- 

Co., 1899. 

I ~eograghical' Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than 1 a m  

Quadrangle name Richmnd Quadrangle scale - 1 a a o 0  

UMT References 

A b-LEd 12 18 14 1 54 01 d 
Zone Easting 

w 
Northing Zone Easting 

. . , . .  . 

u ' LLLW N ~ e h i n g  

Verbal boundary description and  just i f icat ion Located on Block #24 W ,  Lot  4 (Richmnd C i t y  Assessor  
Off ice  r e c o r d s ) ,  which measures 162.08'x121.67'. The l o t  occupies  411-413 E a s t  Grace S t r e e t .  
!!he r e g i s t e r  bounds coinc ide  w i t h  t h e  limits o f  s a i d  l o t .  

The church h a s  occupied its p r e s e n t  s i te  a t  411-413 E a s t  Grace S t r e e t  s i n c e  it was b u i l t  

Lis t  a l l  s ta tes  a n d  count les  for  propert ies overlapping s ta te  o r  county boundaries(See Continuat ion Sheet  #1) 

state code coilntv mrb 

state code county code 

I 1. Form Prepared By 

nameititle Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Conunission S t a f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Connnission date August 1979 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144, 
i 

citv or town R i c b n d  state V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 
X 

-state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651.1 herebv nominate this DroDertv for inclusion in the National Reaister and certifv that i t  has been evaluated ~ -~ .- 

set forth by the Heritage conservation and ~ecreat ion Service. 

, , .  - 
Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  nn-r A am-A 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

I n  March 1859 t h e  t r u s t e e s  named a committee t o  consider  extending and b e a u t i f y i n g  
t h e  church by enlarging it, r e f i n i s h i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and improving t h e  f r o n t .  The war 
intervened,  and not  u n t i l  August 1874 were t h e  p lans  approved. I n  J u l y  1875 t h e  t r u s t e e s  
approved t h e  major c o n t r a c t o r ' s  b i l l  of $17,073 and t h e  b i l l  of  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  A lbe r t  L. 
West. I n  November 1876 t h e  t r u s t e e s  repor ted  t h a t ,  " the  church is  i n  good condi t ion  
having been wi th in  t h e  p a s t  months remodeled and refurnished a t  a c o s t  o f  about  
$25,000.. ."5 

Richmond's most popular  antebellum s t y l e  was t h e  Greek Revival,  popular ized  on 
r e s i d e n t i a l  and p u b l i c  e d i f i c e s .  A break i n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  came i n  1847 when t h e  Second 
Presbyterian Church e r e c t e d  a Gothic Revival-style e d i f i c e  designed by Minard Lefever.  
The renovation of t h e  Centenary Methodist Church i n  1874-76 is  t h u s  a con t inua t ion  o f  t h e  
c i t y ' s  Gothic Revival,  a s t y l e  which remained popular f o r  churches through t h e  l a t e r  

/ decades of t h e  19th century.  

Subsequent improvements were made t o  t h e  church, t h e  most ambit ious i n  1930 w i t h  t h e  
add i t ion  of t h e  p a r i s h  house i n  a Gothic s t y l e  compatible wi th  t h e  church. Although 
completely surrounded by commercial bu i ld ings ,  Centenary Church cont inues  as an a c t i v e  
downtown house of  worship, o f f e r i n g  a q u i e t  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n s p i r i n g  sanctuary  from 
the  b u s t l e  of Richmond's shopping d i s t r i c t .  

 enne nett, P.  7. 

 enne nett, p. 31. 

3 ~ .  p.  32. 

4~ichmond Compiler, June 6 ,  1843. 

5 ~ e n n e t t ,  p .  70. 

10. GEOGMPHICAL DATA - Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

i n  1841-43. The p a r i s h  house is b u i l t  on property acquired wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  church l o t .  

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

United S t a t e s  Census, 1820-50. I 




