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SUMMARY DEBCRIPTION 

Oregon Hill is a remarkable example of an intact nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century working class neighborhood in the 
center of Richmond. Clearly bounded on all four sides, by Hollywood 
Cemetery on the west, by Cary Street on the north, by Belvidere on 
the east, and by the James River on the South; it has been 
preserved intact both by its isolation from the rest of the city 
and by the determination of its inhabitants. The district includes 
more than twenty blocks of commercial, residential, and institu- 
tional buildings. The scale, materials, setbacks, and landscaping 
of its architecture are consistent throughout the neighborhood. 
Although there are landmarks within the district--St. Andrews 
Church and adjacent buildings funded by the neighborhood's 
benefactress Grace Arents--and scattered residences of exceptional 
quality such as those at 125 and 127 S. Laurel Street, the district 
is dominated by late Victorian vernacular houses and the commercial 
structures which served neighborhood residents. 

Historically the development of Oregon Hill was instigated by 
the growth of enterprises such as the Tredegar Iron Works, the 
State Penitentiary, Hollywood Cemetery, and Albemarle Paper Company 
(now Ethyl Corporation and James River Paper Company). In 1817 
Jacquelin Harvie, an owner of Belvidere, and several investment 
partners laid out one-acre lots between Monroe Park and Albemarle 
streets in an attempt to develop a neighborhood they called Sydney. 
The land speculation failed with the Panic of 1819. Workers' 
housing in Oregon Hill appropriately had its roots in the Byrd home 
Belvidere when James Anderson turned the building into a rooming 
house for laborers at the Tredegar Ironworks in the early 1850s. 
In the 1860s and 1870s development intensified as residences and 
supporting commercial structures were built in what continued to be 
called Sydney, and on land further south. The steadily expanding 
need for laborers in the thriving riverside industries spawned this 
working class community which was primarily built during Richmond's 
reconstruction years. The F. W. Beers Map of 1876, in comparison 
with the Michie Map of 1867, clearly indicates this period of 
expansion in its clear delineation of a grid pattern of streets and 
alleys that continues to define the neighborhood. 



- - -  

8. Statement ot Slgnlilcance 
Cenltylng onic~al has conslderec the stgn~ficance of thls propeny in reiatlon to other prOp8RieS: 

nattonaiiy 3 statewide iiloca~ly 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructtons) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
lrrhi r ~ r r  ~ I T P  1818-1940 N / A  

Cultural Affiliation 
N /  A 

Significant Person Architect/Buiider 
.4rents. Grace Evelvn Ellwood, A.H. -architect 

Noland and Baskervill - architects 
Martin, Bavlor S. 

State significance of propeny, and justify criteria, criteria consderations, and area¶ and Periods of significance noted above. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In the first half of the nineteenth century in the vicinity of Tredegar Iron Works, 
Oregon Hill began to develop as a working-class neighborhood. During the second half of 
the nineteenth century, the Oregon Hill neighborhood and its residents played an active 
part,in the reestablishment of Richmond's position as a southern industrial and commercial 
center afcer the destructive and divisive years of the American Civil War. As home not to 
zhe wealthy but the working class of Richmond, Oregon Hill is intimately connected with 
the revival of the city's economic, commercial, and manufacturing health. The development 
of the neighborhood on the west side of Belvidere Street, from the 1818 construction of 
the Parsons House to the early twentieth century, provided residents with a place to live 
that- both affordable and within easy walking distance of the main manufacturing and 
commercial areas of the city. The early settlement of the neighborhood is also a part of 
the chron~cle of the westward expansion of the city's residential areas. With very 
cohesive unified streetscapes that authentically echo its period of significance. Oregon 
Hill presents an unusual survival of a vernacular architecture and way of life of a social 
class not often the subject of historic preservation efforts. Examples of Federal, Greek 
Revival. l'ictorian Italianate. Second Empire. Victorian Gothic, Queen Anne, Colonial 
Revival, and Spanish Colonial Revival architectural styles can also be found in Oregon 
Hill. A significant figure in the history of Oregon Hill was Grace Evelyn Arents, niece 
of Lewis Ginter and heiress to his tobacco fortune. She was financially and personally 
involved in providing educational, social, and religious institutions and programs that 
served the working-class residents of Oregon Hill. Many of the significant landmarks in 
the neighborhood such as Saint Andrew's Episcopal Church and School, the Arents Free 
Library, the Instructive Visiting Nurse Association Building, the Grace Arents Public 
Housing and the Grace Arents School are the direct result of her beneficence. 
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8. Statement of Significance 
.............................................................................. ........................... 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the 
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

-x- A property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

-X- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past. 

-x- C Property embodies the dlstinctlve characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses hlgh artistlc values, or represents a 
significant and distlngulshable entity whose components lack - 
individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important 
in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. - 

B removed from its original location. - 

C a birthplace or a grave. - 
D a cemetery. - 
E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

F a commemorative property. - 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past - 
50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
- Architecture 
- Social History 

Period of Significance -1818-1940 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
- Arents, Grace Evelyn 

Cultural Affiliation -N/A 
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6. HISTORIC FUNCTIONS - continued 
EDUCATION: school 
EDUCATION: library 
RELIGION: religious facility 

church school 
HEALTH CARE: clinic 
LANDSCAPE: park 
CURRENT FUNCTIONS - continued 

EDUCATION: school 
RELIGION: religious facility 

church school 
LANDSCAPE: park 

7. ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION - continued 

LATE VICTORIAN: Second Empire 
Gothic 
Queen Anne 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival 
Spanish Colonial Revival 

OTHER: Vernacular 
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ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Parsons House of 1818 (photo #32), the Federal-style 
residence of Samuel Parsons, an early penitentiary superintendent, 
is the earliest structure in Oregon Hill and the only building 
known to remain from "Harviets Plan" of 1817. Located at 600 
spring Street, it is directly across Belvidere Street from the 
State Penitentiary site. Although it has been modified by 
extensive additions, the interior woodwork and two finely detailed 
pedimented exterior doorways remain intact. The original building 
was a three-bay, 2 1/2-story, rectangular brick structure with a 
gable roof and two interior end chimneys. As noted by architectur- 
al historian Calder Loth: "The good proportions of the building 
are enhanced by the diminution of the window sizes: the first 
floor having nine-over-nine sash, the second with nine-over-six, 
and six-over-six sash in the two pedimented dormers. Beginning in 
the 1870s the residence was used as a home for unwed mothers, and 
until recently has provided a transitional refuge for young women 
in the Department of Corrections work release program. 

There was little construction in Oregon Hill until the 1840s 
and 1850s brought the steady development of workerst cottages. 
These early homes, typified by the Heckel House at 616 S. Pine 
Street (photo #33) and by those found in the 600 and 700 blocks of 
China Street, were often frame structures characterized by gable 
roofs and simple wooden ornamentation. More substantial masonry- 
constructed houses typically had parapeted gable roofs as seen in 
the cluster of modest antebellum residences found in the 800 block 
of West Cary Street (photo X15). Many of these buildings retain 
historic six-over-six sash. The brick structures dating from this 
period tend to feature porch and cornice brackets, and other more 
elaborate woodwork indicative of greater prosperity. The more 
substantial residences remaining from the 1840s and 1850s were 
built in the popular styles of the day, including Greek Revival. 
Two examples of this trend survive at the northeastern edge of the 
district: the William Smith House and the Robert Hill House. 

The house at 611 West Cary Street, constructed in 1842 for 
William Smith, is a handsome edifice with restrained ornamentation 
that is typical of the Greek Revival style. Though in recent years 
it has housed a number of commercial enterprises, the building 
served as the rectory for the Reverend Pike Powers of St. Andrews 
Church from 1875-1897. It is a two-story, three-bay,masonry, 
bearing wall structure with an English basement. Its low hipped 
roof marks it as one of the older buildings in the neighborhood. 
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The extended window and door lintels, the simple columns, and the 
six-over-six windows are all elements that are typical of the Greek 
Revival style which was popular in the mid-19th century. The two- 
story wooden porch dominatingthe building's facade is supported by 
square Doric pillars. Though a simple balustrade with square 
balusters delineates the lower level, the second floor of the porch 
is distinguished by Chinese Chippendale railings, a Jeffersonian 
treatment that is rarely found in Greek Revival structures. 

Historically known as the Robert Hi11 House, 610 West Cary 
Street (photo #3) is another example of the Greek Revival style 
constructed in Oregon Hill in the 1840s. This building shares many 
of the characteristics found across Cary Street at the William 
Smith House: the three bays, the extended lintels, the six-over- 
six windows, the gable roof, and the restrained ornamentation. The 
porch is a one-story element centered on the facade. Paired square 
pillars frame the entry to the residence. Two twentieth-century 
rear additions and a hyphen modify the original building envelope. 
In the 1860s the building served as the home of Lewis Eugene 
Crehen, a Parisian-born artist who was an illustrator employed by 
the government of the Confederate States to document the Civil War. 
610 West Cary Street is one of only two houses remaining on the 
north side of West Cary Street that reflects the historic character 
of a streetscape that has been decimated by extensive demolition. 

The J. G. Andrews House at 314-16 S. Cherry Street (photo #18) 
is another of the outstanding early Oregon Hill residences. A two- 
story frame structure laid out in an H plan, this residence 
constructed in the 1850s is the purest example of the Italianate 
style found in Oregon Hill. The verticality of the house, 
emphasized by its raised basement, its deep bracketed eaves, and 
the arched hood supported by consoles marking the principle entry 
vividly express the Italianate style. Plain box columns supporting 
the single-story porch across the hyphen replace original decora- 
tive building elements. The building is divided by a masonry 
partition with chimney. The J. G. Andrews House is an early 
example of Italianate design which in combination with Victorian 
elements in the 1880s and 1890s found popularity throughout Oregon 
Hill, as well as in Richmond's Jackson Ward neighborhood. 

The streetscapes of Oregon Hill are defined, in large measure, 
by two-story vernacular residences and commercial buildings built 
during the Victorian period, or the second half of the nineteenth 
century (photos 51, 2 # 7 ,  #14, #17, #23, #28). As found 
elsewhere in Richmond's nineteenth-century neighborhoods, the 
streets are broken down by an infrastructure of alleyways lined by 
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garages and storage sheds. In Oregon Hill the alleys run east- 
west. The north-south streets, with the exception of Belvidere, 
which was named for the Byrd Estate, were named for different 
trees. Few historic outbuildings remain as they were most likely 
simple, rudimentary structures. One notable exception to this is 
the Traser House at 128 S. Laurel Street which retains a remarkable 
assemblage of service structures in its yard. 

The neighborhood includes some detached residences but the 
majority of homes are duplexes, semi-detached buildings, and 
rowhouses. Few of these buildings have individually outstanding 
configurations or detailing. Nearly all of these buildings have 
shed roofs and decorative cornices. Bracketed Italianate cornices, 
often with decorative attic vents in their friezes, appear on most 
of the houses. Windows tend to have two-over-two double-hung sash, 
though there are some six-over-six sash configurations. Both 
straight and segmental arched lintels appear, and a few of the 
houses, such as 614 S. Pine Street (photo #33) and 232-234 S. 
Laurel Street (photo #22), have ornamental lintels. 

The majority follow a two-story, three-bay composition 
accented by one-story porches spanning the facade. The porches 
commonly have decorative balustrades, brackets, and friezes, and 
are frequently enhanced by sawnwork, spindlework, stickwork, and 
other decorative carpenter's treatments. Buildings are set back 
from the street at regular distances. Only a few buildings of the 
period deviate from strict symmetry in their facades. The houses 
at 610, 612 Albemarle Street, for example, have 3-bay 1st floors 
and 2-bay 2nd floors. The consistency of architectural elements 
gives the district its strong sense of visual continuity (photo 
#30). 

The house at 616 Albemarle Street (photo #27) is an well- 
preserved example of the district's wood-frame, detached houses of 
the period. C.H. Pollard, a Tredegar Ironworks blacksmith, lived 
here at the time the house was built in 1857. The three-bay, two- 
story, gable-roofed domicile has shuttered six-over-six windows. 
Square, Doric, boxed pillars support the single-story porch which 
is lined with a simple balustrade of square pickets and a molded 
handrail. In contrast to the modest Pollard House, the masonry 
residences at 226-238 S. Cherry Street and at 125-127 S. Laurel 
Street (photos #I2 and #21) are outstanding examples of design in 
the Victorian Italianate mode. The residences at 125-127 S. Laurel 
Street retain cresting and other exceptional ironwork, in addition 
to such refinements as string courses. The houses at 234, 236, and 
238 S. Cherry Street are differentiated by their classically- 
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inspired modillion cornices, their segmental-arched windows and the 
bold scale of the porch brackets. 

The Siewers House at 609 West Cary is an outstanding example 
of Second Empire-style architecture dating from the 1890s. This 
mansard-roofed building is characterized by its elaborate hand- 
crafted woodwork. The three bays of this two-and-one-half-story 
masonry residence are framed by a three-bay, single-story porch, 
and the building is surmounted by three corresponding segmental- 
arched dormers. The wooden porch features a highly articulated 
spindle frieze and a turned-and-sawn balustrade. The intricacy of 
the woodwork is a direct reflection of the Siewers family's trade: 
millwork. R. A. Siewers Lumber was established in Oregon Hill at 
the turn of the century. Though the millwork operations no longer 
remain in Oregon Hill, the Siewers family continues to operate a 
flourishing lumber company, and continues to occupy the distin- 
guished Cary Street residence. 

Another anomaly from this period is the Queen Anne-style 
residence at 810 Oregon Hill Parkway. This frame building 
incorporates a smaller gable-roofed structure, dating from the 
1860s, which was moved from the 400 block of S. Pine Street. In 
the 1890's the building received Queen Anne detailing including 
decorative slate patterns, an ornamental vent in the cross gable, 
and highly articulated infill of the five-bay porch. This unusual 
house is prominently sited on the open side of hill leading down to 
the James River. 

Oregon Hill's late-nineteenth-century commercial buildings are 
associated with Richmond's growth westward during the decade 
preceding the Civil War and during the ensuing Reconstruction 
period. Though a majority are clustered on the south side of Cary 
Street (photo #16), other small commercial buildings are scattered 
throughout the district, many with their original storefronts 
intact (photos #11 and #31). These early commercial buildings are 
found on nearly every block in Oregon Hill. Commercial buildings 
of both brick and frame construction remain, and all feature the 
same detailing found in the residential buildings. The historic 
storefronts typify retail configurations popular in the period, 
with central entrances flanked by large display windows, and framed 
by either wooden or metal pilasters and cornices. Most of these 
commercial buildings have residential quarters on their second 
stories; several of the buildings have secondary entrances on the 
ground level providing separate access to the upper floor. 
Surviving commercial buildings from this period include 821 
Albemarle Street (the T.J. Shaughnessey Grocery) ; 815 W. Cary 
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Street (Harvey Hardware, photo #16); 915 Green Alley (livery 
stable); 917 Green Alley (livery stable); 632 Holly Street; 707 
Idlewood Avenue (Norman T. Carter Store, photo #11); 301 S. Pin€? 
Street (old Padows store) ; 324 S. Pine Street; and 334 S. Pine 
Street (grocery, pharmacy in the 1880s). 

Although the early 1900s in Oregon Hill were primarily a time 
for the construction of institutional buildings, this period also 
introduced the Colonial Revival style to residential construction. 
This style also dominated residences of the nearby Fan District. 
Although the scale and materials of the residences are consistent 
with that of the earlier Oregon Hill buildings, the detailing at 
cornice and at the front porches contrasts with the more exuberant 
Italianate ornament. The Colonial Revival houses feature Doric and 
Ionic columns and dentil cornices. Several of the frame homes from 
this period, such as 614, 616,and 618 S. Laurel Street have two- 
story front porches. The duplex at 614 S. Laurel Street, a well- 
preserved example, features attenuated two-over-two windows, and 
turned balusters. Doric and Ionic porch columns differentiate the 
first and second stories. The house at 324 S. Cherry Street 
incorporates granite sills and jack arches, Ionic colonettes, and 
a dentil cornice using standard Colonial Revival materials of red 
brick and white wood trim. 

The housing commissioned by Grace Arents in 1904 for rental to 
low-income residents at 200-202 S. Linden Street and at 912-924 
Cumberland Street incorporates Colonial Revival elements such as 
Adamesque friezes, fan lights, and granite sills and lintels. 
However, these buildings are more notable for the high level of 
quality specified for the materials and finishes. The homes 
included grained woodwork and ceramic tile hearths and fireplace 
surrounds. These structures represent the city's first subsidized 
housing units; they set a standard of quality which has not since 
been equalled. 

Oregon Hill's primary institutional buildings consist of the 
Grace Arents School, Pine Street Baptist Church, St. Andrews Church 
and School, the Instructive Visiting ~ 8 s e  Association buildings, 
and the William Byrd Community Center. The architecture as well as 
the functions of these landmark buildings set them apart from the 
smaller-scale residential and comqercial buildings. These 
structures were built of different materials than the wood siding 
and masonry that characterize the commercial and residential 
structures. The institutional buildings feature more sophisticated 
style and detailing articulated in stone, stucco, and buff-colored 
brick. They were designed and programmed to be community land- 
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marks--beacons of enlightenment and comfort. 
Although other church buildings are known to have existed in 

Oregon Hill, only Pine Street Baptist Church and St. Andrews Church 
survive. Both buildings replace earlier structures. Pine Street 
Baptist (photo $4) was constructed at 400 S. Pine Street by Baylor 
S. Martin, a founder of the church, who resided adjacent to the 
church property. For a year, beginning in 1883, the congregation 
held services in the basement of the building as the remainder of 
the structure was under construction. An impressive square bell 
tower accented by crockets and finials rises over the entry to the 
sanctuary. Constructed of brick laid in five-course American bond, 
the building is characterized by consistent Gothic detailing and 
ornament. The organization of this Gothic Revival exterior is 
reminiscent of another prominent Richmond landmark, Second 
Presbyterian Church. An apparently original cast-iron fence 
further enhances the church and the adjacent 1927 Sunday school 
building. 

The most well known of Oregon Hill's institutional buildings 
were those commissioned by Grace Arents at the turn of the century. 
The niece and principal heiress of tobacco magnate Lewis Ginter, 
Miss Arents was a brilliant woman of profound religious and moral 
convictions. She began her sponsorship of the Oregon Hill 
neighborhood in 1875 with the donation of a pump organ and the 
funds to hire a pumper for St. Andrews Church. In 1899 she 
employed church architect A. H. Ellwood of Elkhart, Indiana, to 
design a larger sanctuary and a new school building for St. Andrews 
Church and School (photos 5 and 6). In the tradition of medieval 
churches, which were built to be textbooks for the masses, the 
architect specified the carving of scriptural passages into the 
arches of the church doorways. Miss Arents's work in the church 
and school later lead her to fund the construction of a parish 
house, faculty dormitory (photo #9), and a library building (photo 
#8) designed by the prominent Richmond firm Noland and Baskervill. 
These buildings, erected between 1901 and 1908, form a coherent 
grouping of institutional buildings designed in the Victorian 
Gothic style. Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
and on the Virginia Landmarks Register in 1979, these buildings 
have long been recognized as architectural landmarks. More 
importantly, they serve collectively as a monument to Grace Arents 
and to her devotion to the health, education, and welfare of the 
people of Oregon Hill. 

Oregon Hill has experienced minimal growth in the past seventy 
years. The construction of the Richmond Metropolitan Expressway in 
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1968 cut a wide swath through the neighborhood. Despite the 
resulting tragic loss of more than one hundred homes, the neighbor- 
hood remains inexorably knit together by bridges that provide 
visual continuity as well as pedestrian and vehicular access across 
the chasm (photos #12 and #13). Unfortunately the neighborhood has 
been most damaged at its fragile edges where corporate landowners 
have been steadily destroying homes in the name of expansion. On 
the northern edge antebellum homes and small commercial enterprises 
have been lost to parking lots. On the west Hollywood Cemetery has 
recently destroyed several Victorian-period cottages. On the 
eastern edge Ethyl Corporation destroyed a block of residences, 
taking down the street trees in the wake of destruction. The 
integrity of this historic working class neighborhood powerfully 
reveals the gritty determination of its residents to resist 
incursion. At the core of Oregon Hill are streets lined by trees, 
brick sidewalks, and picket fences that lead past unpretentious, 
nineteenth-century, vernacular dwellings with fanciful wood 
porches. Gothic churches, schools, and community buildings dating 
from the early twentieth century--outstanding architectural 
statements in stone and masonry--actively fill the ongoing needs of 
the neighborhood and of the city beyond. 
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OREGON HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

All resources are contributing unless marked (NC) for non-contributing. 

STREET ADDRESS 

/$Y. 562 
ALBEMARLE STREET 

, 608 Albemarle Street 
610 Albemarle Street 
612 Albemarle Street 
615 Albemarle Street 
616 Albemarle Street 
617 Albemarle Street 
618 Albemarle Street 
708 Albemarle Street 
710 Albemarle Street 
712 Albemarle Street 
809 Albemarle Street 

810 Albemarle Street 
812 Albemarle Street 
815 Albemarle Street 
817 Albemarle Street 
819 Albemarle Street 
821 Albemarle Street 

SOUTH BELVIDERE STREET 

108 S. Belvidere Street 
114 S. Belvidere Street 

n% 116 S. Belvidere Street 
, g  

RESOURCE 

1870s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1870s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1870s freestanding frame dwelling 
1870s semi-detached frame A. T. Wray House 
1860s freestanding gable-roofed frame C. H. Pollard House 
1870s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1870s freestanding frame dwelling 
1880s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1880s attached frame dwelling 
1880s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1920 freestanding concrete block commercial building (former 

Albemarle Service Station) 
1870s freestanding frame dwelling 
1860s freestanding gable-roofed frame dwelling 
1870s semi-detached frame duplex 
1870s semi-detached frame duplex 
1870s semi-detached frame dwelling 
1870s semi-detached Victorian Italianate brick vacant 

commerical building (former T. J. Shaughnessey 
Grocery) 

1910s freestanding Colonial Revival brick dwelling 
1910s freestanding brick townhouse 
1910s freestanding brick townhouse 


















































































