
y ~ P . .  \z-  I \ - q 0  
United States Oepartment of the Interior  PI\^:. 2 -5 -q i  
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
Thts form la for use in nom~natmg or rwuening determlnatlonr of e~~gibillty tor lnalvldual propenion w dlatrina. 3n inatrunlone in Q I I ~ ~ ~ N  
for CompdNng NerfonaI Repfster Fcnna (Natbnel Regtrter Bullelln 18) Complete emcn ltam by marmlng "x" In the a~woprlata WI or ay antmnng 
the nquesrrxl tnformallon If an Item cam not appy to the pmwny wng documanted. enter 'NIA" for "not ~~ l l c lb le . "  For funme. w. mmretiale. 
and areas of stgnlftcance. enter only the catmqones and rubeategoner 11ated In the instmtmnr. Fw ldalllonal space ure wntlnueuon ehr*r 
(Fan 1GWOa). Type all entner. 

1. Name o t  Property 
hjstanc nam- . . . -. - . . - . . -, . , - 
other nameslsite number Oregon H i l l  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  DHR F i l e  &o. 127 - 362 

2. LoCatlOn li. Carv S t .  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  B e l v i d e r e  S t .  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Oreeon H i l l  Park t o  r h ~  
street 8 number south ,  and S .  Cher rv  and S. L l n d e n  s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  wes tUno t fo rpuor1~ t l0n  VIA 
- - . A -  - n. * 
UIW, rown ~ l c n m o n a  U vicinily N / A  
state V i r g i n i a  coda V A county City o f  Richmondcode 160 zip code 71- 

3. Clasactlcatlon 
Ownersnlp of Propeny Category of Propeny Number of Rewurces wlthln Property a prlvale bu~id~ng(s) ConVlbuUng Nonconrnbutlng 

pubi~c-local dlstrta 517 - & bulldlnga 
public-State R n 3 1 t m 1  
pubilc-Federal 1 - 0 stnqnuma 

object - 0 L objacta 
518 - 5 Total 

Name of related multlplm~proputy lktlng: NumlHl et ~0afrlMIutlng nawrcms-mou ly  
N /A Ilam.ln tha.Natlanal Reglatar 5- 

4. StateIFedbtal Aqencv Certli lcrtlon 

AS the designated authonly under the Natlonal Hlstorlc Preservation Act of 19M, cu amended. I henby cenlfy Mmt thlr 
~ n o m l n a t l o n  arequest  for determinstlon of eliglbillty meets the documentation standards for registering pmpenka lo :he 
Natlonal Reg~ster of Hlstorlc Placer and meets the procedural and pmtesslonai requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pm 00. 
In my o p t n a t h e  P ~ O P ~ W  =does not meet the National Reg~ster crltena. ~ S H  contlnuaUon an.*. 

A - 21, 'p2CIi79 
Stgnature of cent ~n~'bmcla 

- 
7 .  . Date 

Dlrector.V"Dennrtmenr "f H i  
Stale or Federal agency and bureau 

In my oplnlon. the Propeny n m e e t s  a d o m  not meat the National Reglater cnterir 0 s -  catmuallon sn-. 

S~gnalura of cmmenung or otnw omad OUa 

1 
State or Federa agency M bunw 

5. Natlonal Park Smwtce C.ftHlutlon 
I. hmreoy, crnlfy that thts property b: 

nenlered in the National Reghr .  
~u continuation SIIW. 

ndetermined eligible for the National 
Register. ~n cominuatlon 

[7detern!lned not eligible for the 
National Regiater. 

€3 removed from the NaHonal Ragbmr. 
other. (explain:) ..+ 



6. Functlon or Uae 
Hlstor~c Funnlons (enter caceqones from ~nrtrun~ons) Currmc Funntons (enter cateqanrs tram ~nstruct~onsl 
DOMESTIC: s l n e l e  d w e l l l n e  
DOMESTIC: - u l t l u l e  d w e l l l n e  DOMESTIC: - u l t l o l e  d w e i l l n e  
iOIWERCE TXADE: s o e c l a l t v  s t o r e  C O W ~ D F :  =7,q-, =I t,: qrqrp 
30CI.4L: ::vlc SOCIAL: c r v l c  

Archltecrural Class~r!cat~on Materlais (enter categorles from insrructlons) 
(enter categorles from instnrctions) 

foundat~on BRICK 
EARLY REPUBLIC: F e d e r a l  walls \GOOD: % e a t h e r D o a r d  
YID-19TH CENTURY: G r e e k  R e v l v a l  aRICK 
LATE VICTORIAN: I t a l i a n a t e  root YETAL 

Other \GOOD 
see continuation s h e e t  ETAL: :ran 

Descrlbe present and hlstonc pnylllcal appearance. 

SUMMARY DEBCRIPTION 

Oregon Hill is a remarkable example of an intact nineteenth- 
and early-twentieth-century working class neighborhood in the 
center of Richmond. Clearly bounded on all four sides, by Hollywood 
Cemetery on the west, by Cary Street on the north, by Belvidere on 
the east, and by the James River on the South; it has been 
preserved intact both by its isolation from the rest of the city 
and by the determination of its inhabitants. The district includes 
more than twenty blocks of commercial, residential, and institu- 
tional buildings. The scale, materials, setbacks, and landscaping 
of its architecture are consistent throughout the neighborhood. 
Although there are landmarks within the district--St. Andrews 
Church and adjacent buildings funded by the neighborhood's 
benefactress Grace Arents--and scattered residences of exceptional 
quality such as those at 125 and 127 S. Laurel Street, the district 
is dominated by late Victorian vernacular houses and the commercial 
structures which served neighborhood residents. 

Historically the development of Oregon Hill was instigated by 
the growth of enterprises such as the Tredegar Iron Works, the 
State Penitentiary, Hollywood Cemetery, and Albemarle Paper Company 
(now Ethyl Corporation and James River Paper Company). In 1817 
Jacquelin Harvie, an owner of Belvidere, and several investment 
partners laid out one-acre lots between Monroe Park and Albemarle 
streets in an attempt to develop a neighborhood they called Sydney. 
The land speculation failed with the Panic of 1819. Workers' 
housing in Oregon Hill appropriately had its roots in the Byrd home 
Belvidere when James Anderson turned the building into a rooming 
house for laborers at the Tredegar Ironworks in the early 1850s. 
In the 1860s and 1870s development intensified as residences and 
supporting commercial structures were built in what continued to be 
called Sydney, and on land further south. The steadily expanding 
need for laborers in the thriving riverside industries spawned this 
working class community which was primarily built during Richmond's 
reconstruction years. The F. W. Beers Map of 1876, in comparison 
with the Michie Map of 1867, clearly indicates this period of 
expansion in its clear delineation of a grid pattern of streets and 
alleys that continues to define the neighborhood. 










































































































