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Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinatians of aligibility for individual properties of districts. Sae instructions in Guideines
n the appropriate box or by entering

for Compieting National Registsr Forms (National Register Builetin 18). Compiete eacn itam by marxing 'x'* !
tha requested tnfarmation. f an item does not appaly to the property being documentsd. enter “"N/A” for “nat appiieaie.” For functions, styles, materigis.

and areas of significance. enter onty the categones and subcalegortes listed in the instructions. For additionai space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-500a). Type aii antries.
1. Name of Property

historic name
other namesi/site numper Oregon Hill Historic District

2. Location 1. Carv St. ro the north, Belvidere St. to the east, Oregon Hill Park to the
|__I not for publication V/A

DHR File No, [27-362

street & numoer south, and S. Cherrv and S. Linden streets to the west
city, town _ Richmond [__ vicinity N/A
state  Virginia code VA county City of Richmondcode /60 zip code 732720
3. Classification
Qwnership of Property Category of Property Number of Resourcas within Froperty
(X private T building(s) Contributing Nancantributing
public-iocat (X district 517 S buildings
public-State site 0 0 sites
(Z public-Fedsral strueture 1 0 stmictures
object 0 Q__ objects
518 S Total
Name of related multipie'property listing:. Numbet-of contriduting rasources-previcusly
N/A listed-in the.Naticnai Register __3

4, State/Federal Aqency Cartification

Ag the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1968, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination (] request for determination of aligibility meests the documentation standards for registaring proparties it the

Natlonat Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professionai requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.
Ses continuation sheet,

in my opiniph, the property eets (] does not meet the Naticnal Aagister criteria. )
' ' Z2 Pec, (3D
Date

Signature of canrf’ing official -
Dre irgd

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property Dmoets ([ does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Date

tment of Historic Resources

Signature of commenting or other official

Stats or Faderai agency and bureay

5. Nationai Park Sarvice Cartitication
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentored in the Nationat Registar.
DS« continuation sheet.
[ datermined sligible for the National
Register. [_] See continuation sheet. .
(I determined not eiigible for the
National Register.

E removed from the National Register. ' ‘
other, (expiain:) v
Date of Action:

Signature of the Keeper.



6. Function or Use . , .
Histare Functions (enter catagories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: <inele dwelline

DOMESTIC: single dwelling
DOMESTIC: muitiple dweiling

DOMESTIC: multiole dwelling
COMMERCE "TRADE: <mecjalfy srore

COMMERCE, TRADE: specialtv store
SOCIAL: civie

SOCIAL:  zivic

see continuation sheet

7. Description
Architactural Classitication Maternais (entar categenes from nstrucions)

(enter cateqorres from instructions)
foundation BRICK
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal walls WOOD: .eatherboard
MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival 3RICK
LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate roof METAL
other wOO0D
see continuation sheet METAL: -ron
Describe present ana histori¢ pnysical appearance.
8 Y DESCR ON

Oregon Hill is a remarkable example of an intact nineteenth-
and early-twentieth-century working class neighborhoed in the
center of Richmond. Clearly bounded on all four sides, by Hollywood
Cemetery on the west, by Cary Street on the north, by Belvidere on
the east, and by the James River on the South; it has been
preserved intact both by its isolation from the rest of the city
and by the determination of its inhabitants. The district includes
more than twenty blocks of commercial, residential, and institu-
tional buildings. The scale, materials, setbacks, and landscaping
of its architecture are consistent throughout the neighborhood.
Although there are landmarks within the district-~-St. Andrews
Church and adjacent buildings funded by the neighborhood's
benefactress Grace Arents--and scattered residences of exceptional
quality such as those at 125 and 127 S. Laurel Street, the district
is dominated by late Victorian vernacular houses and the commercial
structures which served neighborhood residents.

Historically the development of Oregon Hill was instigated by
the growth of enterprises such as the Tredegar Iron Works, the
State Penitentiary, Hollywood Cemetery, and Albemarle Paper Company
(now Ethyl Corporation and James River Paper Company). In 1817
Jacquelin Harvie, an owner of Belvidere, and several investment
partners laid out one-acre lots between Monrce Park and Albemarle
streets in an attempt to develop a neighborhood they called Sydney.
The land speculation failed with the Panic of 1819. Workers'
housing in Oregon Hill appropriately had its roots in the Byrd home
Belvidere when James Anderson turned the building into a rooming
house for laborers at the Tredegar Ironworks in the early 1850s.
In the 1860s and 1870s development intensified as residences and
supporting commercial structures were built in what continued to be
called Sydney, and on land further south. The steadily expanding
need for laborers in the thriving riverside industries spawned this
working class community which was primarily built during Richmond's
reconstruction years. The F. W. Beers Map of 1876, in comparison
with the Michie Map of 1867, clearly indicates this period of
expansion in its clear delineation of a grid pattern of streets and
alleys that continues to define the neighborhood.

[X] see continuation shest































































































































































