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1. Name 
historic The Ccmonwealth Club Historic Distr ict  

and/or common lq/A 

2. Location - - 

bunded roughly by the rear property lines oi- MU-RXI \Jest b Y a n k l m  S t .  on 
street 8 number the N and by the rear property lines of 319-415 West &!hot for publication 

Franklin S t .  on the S. 
citv. town Richmnd N/hieinitv at 

state Virginia code 51 county (in city) code 760 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  -public occupied -agriculture - museum 
- buiiding(s) H private - unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process 4 yes: restricted -government -scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 
N/A - no - miiitarv other; 

-- - 

4. Owner of Property 
ee cont. page {I1 

name 319-321 West Franklin Street- Foster and Gayle Partnership :or other Dm-ties 

Street 8 number 
319 West Franklin Street 

city, town 
Richmnd 

-vicinity of N/A Virginia 23220 state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ni pm Ci *, ,,nl -- 
-7& 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Downtown Richm>d S-ey (127-373) has this property been determined eligible? -yes _X no 

date June 22, 1981 --federal lL state - county - local 

depositary for survey records Virginia Historic Ladmarks Comnission 

city, town Rictumnd ,tate Virginia 23219 



-. 
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered @.original site 
JL good - ruins altered moved date NIA 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

'Ihe 400 Block of W e s t  Franklin Street contains a series of impressive l a t e  19th-century 
and early 20th-century townhouses a s  well as the Commmealth Club, a building of architec- 
tural significance bu i l t  to house R i h n d ' s  prestigious gentlemn's club. Iocated on the 
western edge of downtown, the block forms a link hetween the ear l ier  19th-century townhouses 
to the east  and the 20th-century neighbsrhccds of Belvidere Street and mnroe Park. The 
visual effect of the block is of a consistent row of turn-of-the-century residences i n  brick, 
bromqtone, and ter ra  cotta. The general dark tone and the fine c n a f t m s h i p  ,~f the block 
ell express the aesthetic preferences of upper-class Richmnders i n  the decades ?recefin~: 
World W a r  I. 

Detailed Description 
. - 

Franklin Street w a s  established as a desirable residential location for well-to-do 
Richnders  i n  the first decade of the 19th century. Earliest developlwtwas of large houses 
on large lo t s  providing a suburban or country aspect. A s  the 19th century progressed and Rich- 
mnd expanded, the s t r ee t  was redeveloped w i t h  townhouses. The redevelopnent of the s t ree t  
started a t  Capitol Square and proceeded to the west. 

This t ide  of redevelopnent reached the 400 block of West Franklin Street i n  the 1880's and 
continued through the following decade. A t  that time the upper-class character of the s t ree t  
k a m e  more pronounced, it was described as  Riciumnd's "Fifth Avenue," and the new houses 
erected on the s t ree t  were referred to in guidehmks of the period as being"pa1atial." 

A s  is the case elsevhere on Franklin Street,  the houses i n  the 400 block were bui l t  by 
individual families, wt as  partcof a developnent. Only one double house is on the block; 
all others are individually designed and built .  There is considerable s ty l i s t i c  range, with 
dwellings i n  the Italianate, banescpe ,  Colcnial Revival and Classical Btyles. The consis- 
tence i n  materials and scale provides a unity i n  appearance. 

The mst significant building i n  the group is the Cammnwealth Club; designed by the 
mted New York f i n ,  Carrere & Hastings: The design is a free interpretation of the Colonial, 
an early example of the Colonial Revival. The facade is unusually m s e d ,  the entrance 
pavilion is flanked by identical w i q s ,  but the roof and a large circular bay are asymmetrical. 
This free a m p s i t i o n  is m r e  directly related to the ear l ier  Shingle Style than to the la te r  
m r e  tame Colonial Revival. The materials and colors of the club, red brick, red-orange terra 
mtta, and braunstone,relate it t o  the Igmanesque Style of the 1880's. 

The Club sits well back from the street i n  a lawn, thus givillg it a more spacious look 
than is found elsewhere on the s t reet .  A l l  of the other buildings on this block are distinctly 
urban i n  character. Except for  the house a t  406 West Franklin Street,  all the others shared 
a cmmn pallet  of materials and colors. Brownstone, brick, granite, and terra cotta provide 
unifying elenents on this  otherwise s tyl is t ica l ly  diverse block. Several houses have been 
painted in pale colors,and the loss of the original w l o r  schane is the only m j o r  change 
other than the denvlition of a corner house i n  the l a te r  1970's. 

'Ihe houses were all beautifully crafted and contain f ine examples of o r ~ m e n t . 1  glass, 
iron-and terra-cotta work, as  well as architectural sculpture in  brownstone. The aesthetic 
preferences of the l a t e  19th century d d e d  good craftsmaship i n  naturally expressed m a t s -  
i a l s ,  and th is  preference is evident here. 

(See iontinuation Sheet # 3) 
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8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
>l800-1899 
1L 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric v c o m m u n i t y  planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature -sculpture 

architecture -education military 2 social1 
-art -engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates kT I A BuilderiArchitect ,, I "  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

West Franklin Street 's  400 block retains one of downtown Richmnd's best-preserved clus- 
ters of tunrof-the-century upper-class townhouses, having as  its focal p i n t  the architectur- 
al ly luxuriant Comnwealth Club, designed i n  the 1890's by Carrere and Hastings of New York.. 
Although ths block w a s  once part  sf an unbroken progression of f ine residences extending from 
Capitol Square to M n m n t  Avenue, it is now a detached enclave being hemned i n  by &ern high- 
r i se  buildings. A s  such it stands out as a lively contrast to the austere lrrdernity of its 
neightors and preserves a his tor ic  perspective for what was once RichrrPndls mst fashionable 
street .  The s ty l i s t i c  diversity of the turn of the cen i sq  is w e l l  i l lustrated here with 
houses i n  the Italianate, Rmanesque, Colonial Revival, and Classical styles; despite the 
intrusion of an architecturally unaistinguished A r t  I)eco apartment house, the block maintains a 
consistency of scale and materials, making its visual unity an imp>rtant design resource for 
the city. 

Historical Background 

The 400 block of West Franklin Street is part  of an area f i r s t  developed by Thms 
Ihttherfmrd between 1803 and 1816. h the r fmrd ' s  addition becam a part  of the c i ty  of 
Richm3nd i n  1810, and the original developnent consisted of a series of villa-type houses 
located on large lots .  Early insurance p l i c i e s  indicate that these first houses had exten- 
sive outbuildings and gardens on thei r  lots .  ?he westerrmnst of these was a residence erected 
i n  1824 by Payton krew on what l a te r  b e c m  the site of the Ccmmnwealth Club. Because the 
block was then on the western edge of the ci ty l i m i t s ,  f a r  from urban activity, l i t t le  addi- 
tional d e v e l o v t  occured unt i l  mid-century. 

Richmnd expanded i n  population throughout the la te r  19th century, and the 400 block lay 
in the path of develowwnt. By 1900, the block had l o s t  its country aspect, being transformed 
as an urban neighborhcod. The character of the street as a styl ish residential d i s t r i c t  was 
reinforced i n  the 1890's when the Comnwealth Club located here. The Comnwealth Club 
inmediately became the c i t y ' s  mst prestigious and influential. CJ.ubs had previouslg located 
i n  fo-r residences and the C a . ~ a l t h w a s  the f i r s t  t o  locate m a structure ere tea 
especiaily for  th is  purpose. -Xhile the buildins has been greatly expanded over the years, 
the original portion remains intact.  

The Comnwealth Club was established i n  1890 and m d  into th is  building i n  1892. They 
mrged w i t h  the Richmrd Club , the oldest i n  the ci ty,  and were to merge i n  1937 with the West- 
mreland Club, which had been established in 1877. The Canmmealth Club has continued to 
thrive and remiins a ppular location for many social events. 

Unlike other blocks on Franklin to the east  such as the 00 block East and the 200 block 
West, all of the preCivi l  W a r  houses have disappeared, and the 400 block now preserves the 
appearance of the l a t e  19th century. The houses on this  block are all three stories high with 
vertical proprtions, and mst contain bays or  turrets  wh ich  serve to further emphasize the 
verticality of the conpsition. Since the houses share the same cornice heights, they form a 
consistent facade for the street. 

See mntinuation Sheet #6) 



9. Major Bibliosraphical References 

Scott, Mary W i n g f i e l d  O l d  RichrrPnd Neightmrhoods RichrrPnd, 1950. 

RichrrPnd C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s ,  1879-1901. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale 

UT M References 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a point Oil the NW side o f  lbnroe S t .  at 
the intersect ion w i t h  the SW side o f  the alley between IJ. Grace and W. Fran l l l i n  s ts .  ; thence 
exten- ST a l q  :1G! side o f  Monroe t o  $7 comer o f  i n t e r sec t im  vith FJ. r n  thence 
SE across Monroe and alorg SW side of W. kanklin to  SE uroperty l i n e  o f  319 W. Franklin; 

L is t  all states and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundarieLbee Lontlnat'm 'Ileet ''5 ) 

1218131714101 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/A code 

1 Form Prepared By 

I 

nameltitle 

I i 

organization RnhPr+ Wi date rJov&. 2 1982 
, ~ .*~,--:L.& 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

street LL numberq17 w - -  telephone (804) .- 353-8828 --- 

clty or town x-~, state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the State is: 

- national -2. state - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservqt,ion National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclu onal Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set f a1 Park Setvice. 

.. .. 

State Historic Preservation Owlcer signature - ~ . .  , 
H. B*& l d t c h e l l  , Fxemtive D i rec to r  / 

title V i r g i n i a  H is tor ic  Landmarks Comnission date OCT 1 9 1987 
For NPS use only , , 

'4 herebv certify Is included in the Natlonal Register ; .i.i_- I., :. 
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7. DESGUFTION -- Detailed Description (continued) 
The interiors of tw of the houses a t  404 and 406 West Franklin Street  have recently 

heen restored. They contain parquet floors, w x d  wainscots, mlded plaster ceilings, and 
imaginatively designed mantels. The mst Wrtant features of b t h  interiors is the imagin- 
atively desiqned stairways. These are inventive desims of considerable comlexitv. . 

T.tWEKCORY : 
Individual Buildings 

A - 
(Of the fourteen structures ir, this district, Fane is Eon- 

South Side conkributing) 
719--JLI West Franklin Street, 1885 

This two-story brick double house is crowned with a one-story wnsard. It is treated 
as sylnnetrical composition w i t h  a three-story central pavilion with an unusual double 

1 curved roof l ine  flanked by identical wings. The large dormrs are not identical and 
are fanciful m p s i t i o n s  of curved decorative elements. The roof, now painted, contains 
elaborate patterns i n  slate.  The house has a f ine cast-iron fence. 

4 0 1  West Franklin Street  - The Ccmmmealth Club, 1891, 
Carrere & Hastings Architects 

T h e  beautifully designed hame of Richrmnd's mst prestigious club is an early example 
of the Colonial Revival. The original building is brick, terra cotta, and b r m t o n e  
and has a s l a t e  roof. A central gabled bay contains the entrance. A recessed entrance 
is framed with a brownstone p l lad ian  arch. On the second floor of the entrance bay is 
a t r ip le  arcade framing a recessed PO&. The bay is flanked by two a m s t  identical 
bays forming a synmtrical ompsi t ion.  The roofline is dramatically asyrrnnetrical with 
a steep hipped m f  to the western side of the facade and a circular pyramidal m f  to 
the east. This roof covers a curved bay in the middle of the east  elevation. The 
curved bay is surrounded by a ~ o l y g o d  *level porch. The porch is made up of brick 
arches on the lower level and a colonnade of t r i p l e  Tuscan c o l m s  on the second floor. 

The Commealth Club's mqmsition of s p e t r i c a l  and asymnetrical elements 
closely juxtipsed is b g i n a t i v e  and unusual. The d n  roams of the original section 
of the Club remain unchanged i n  arrang-t and volume. They have no traces of the ori- 
ginal decoration. The Club was greatly expamkd throughout the 20th century. 

413 West Franklin Street,  c. 1928; Carl Lindner Architect 

lhis~three-stary brick apartment house was erected in the garden of the house a t  415 
West Franklin. The undistinqui'shed A r t  Deco design arbigiously combines mdernist and 

, 5 Georgian design elemnts. The u t i l i t a r ian  side elevation i s  without architectural merit. 
A corrnrPn type of speculative apartn-ent house of the l a t e  19201s, the ordinary craftsman- 
ship and design of the building are unrelated to the fine buildings elsewhere i n  the block. 

415 West Franklin Street,  c. 1886 

This three-bay, th rees tmy house has l o s t  its cornice but is otherwise well presenred. 

., ' The first-f loor windows open on a fine cast-iron balcony. The entrance has l o s t  its 
bracketed shelter. 

(See Contimation Sheet ik) 
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7. DESCRIFTIOi~ -- Inventory (continued) 
400-402 West Franklin Street  

C The Italianate hame, c.1870, on this property was derralished in c1974. The property is 
rnw used as a parking lot .  The cast-iron fence of th is  house rains. 

404 W e s t  Franklin Street,  c. 1998 - 
I 

A fine three-story house i n  the Romanesque s tyle  dating from the turn-of-the century, the 
, '4 brownstone and brick facade is distinguished by sculpted panels and gable as well as 

stained-glass window transcons. The semi-circular bay on the east  was one of the mst 
ppula r  residential features in Richmnd a t  this &, and this houses's bay is unusually 
large and spacious. It was bu i l t  for Mr. Croydon H. Sutton, who was in real  estate. !Ihe 
interior i s  handsome and the mantels, which feature carved griff ins,  are spectacular. 

406 West Franklin Street,  1899 

This three-story brick Renaissance Revival house was recently restored af ter  a long 
period of neglect. Ihe p r c h  is the only major element not replaced although the terra- 

I cotta balustrade remains.  W h i t e  brick and gold terra cotta are an unusual choice of 
' materials, but they are  architecturally effective here. Ihe delicate Classical mldings 

are well rendered i n  terra cotta. This is the only occurrence of this color scheme in  
R i h n d .  ?he elegant interior  is also well preserved. The facade is c q s e d  as  two 
bays, the eastern of which is curved. The composition is strongly asymmetrical. 

408-410 West Franklin Street,  c. 1903 

A large three-story brick Rcrmanesque double house, the architectural treatment is m r e  
typical of that  o f  other Richmnd tamhouses of its period than the m r e  elaborate houses , [ J  t o  the east. Brownstone t r i m  and a s l a t e  mansard roof were typical of the period. ?he 
stained-glass w i d o w  transoms on the first floor tes t i fy  t o  the status of the original 
occupants. Ih is  is one of the few houses on this part of Franklin Street  not to have 
been restored. 

412 West Franklin Street,  c. 1880. 

c; Brownstone and brick, this Fmanesque three-level house i l lus t ra tes  both the s i rpl ic i ty  
and the solidi ty valued by the Richardson Romanesque. The original p r c h  survives. %is  
house was renovated i n  1981. 

414 W e s t  Franklin Street,  c. 1875-78 

This two-story Italianate house has been renovated. White it has l o s t  its p r c h ,  it 
- 0  retains its architectural character. A -11 Italianate tomhouse, it is mre charming 

than the larger three-story Italianate houses once typical of downtmm Richmnd. The 
house is n w  used as doctors' offices. 

416 West Franklin Street,  1880 

\ Elaborate patterns of mlded brick enliven :Me front of t h i s  fine three-story residence. 
?he corps i t ion  of the shallow curved bay s m u n t e d  by an arch i n  a gable is particularly - 

fine . 
(See Contirut ion S l iwt  i' 9 
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7.  UESCRIFl'ION -- Inventory (continued) 

'Ib the north, the brick-walled garden and carriage house remain to make this one of the 
best-preserved houses on the street. 

500 West Franklin Street,  1882 

Three s fmies  tall ar.d a b i t  gaur.t, th's mdified Gothic house was f i r s t  occupied by 
, /'?J Mulph Qsterloh, the Austro-Hlmgdian Ccnsul i n  R i c b n d ,  and the resi-dence has a 

slightly off ic ia l  a i r .  The fine brickwork and granite t r i m  are particularly fine. 

Recently restored, the cast-iron balcony, fence, and cresting are all intact ,  as is the 
garden; the very large tw-story carriage house needs to be further repaired. 

?he combination of sl ightly Gothic arches on the f i r s t  floor and slightly Classical pedi- 
m n t  or, the secamd fioor LS unusual' 

8. Significance -- Historical Background 

The residents of the block, l ike  other parts of Franklin Street, were prominent leaders 
of Richm3nJ. businesses. William Parrish, the Treasurer of the R i h n d  Cedar Works, lived a t  
406 West Franklin Street;the Treasurer of the RF&P Railroad lived a t  412; and Adolph Osterloh 
the Austm-Hungarian C O ~ S U ~  i n  Ri-nd, lived a t  500 West Franklin Street. 

The block was ful ly  developed by 1900, but as Ri&nd continued to grow the central 
residentialaxas increased i n  density. In 1927, several houses on the south side of the 
s t reet  were pulled down and replaced by an apartment house designed by R i b n d  architect 
Carl Lirdner. While it was i n  the mzdernist A r t  lkco style, the building was carefully 
designed,and the materials and colors matched those of the existing houses i n  the block. 

The most dramatic change i n  the architectural character of the s t r ee t  took place i n  the 
1960's  and ' 7 0 ' s  , when a series of high-rise apartxents and hotels w e r e  bui l t ,  destroying 
entire blocks of 19th-century houses. The design of the new high-rises was entirely unrelated 
to the character of the s t reet ,  and the 300 and 500 blocks were bth transformed by d e r n  
buildings. 

The only recent loss on the 400 block was the damlition of the house on the corner of 
Madison and Franklin streets to make a parking l o t  for a hospital which was to mve from the 
area several years la ter .  Now surrounded by high-rise apartments and hotels, the fine detai l  
and intinate scale of th i s  block aremtable, and the block is an imp3rtant link connecting 
central Richrmnd w i t h  the residential areas to the w e s t .  
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10. GEOGRARIIICAL DATA -- Verbal Boundary Description and Justif icat ion 

thence SW along said l ine  to  NE side of alley between W. Franklin and W. Main s t s .  ; 
thence NW along said side t o  the NW side of Monroe; thence about 90' SW, then about 65' 
NW, then about 50' NE, then about 55' NW, then about 60' , a11 encompass- the 
Camnwealth Club; thence about 135' NW, along rear property lines of 413-415 W. Franklin 
to  SE side of Henry St .  ; +hence IE along sald side to NF, corner of W. Franklin and H e q  
s t s .  ; aencu NW along NE side of F'. Fianklin to  Nl.7 property l ine of 500 W. Franklin; 
thence NE along said l ine to  SW side of alley between W. Grace and W. Franklin s t s . ;  
thence SE along said side, crossing Henry and continuing along said side of alley t o  
point of origin. 

Justification: The boundary has been dram t o  encompass the 400 block of W. Franklin St.  
and 319-321 and 500 W. Franklin, which survive fram the imnediate turn-of-the-century 
neighborhood, and to  exclude the modern high-rise apar-ts and hotels which frame the 
d i s t r i c t .  
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4. OF PROPERTY 

401 West Franklin Street  - The Gmmnwealth Club 
c/o Mr. Stuart G. Christian, J r . ,  President 
401 West Franklin. S t ree t  
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

411-413 West Franklin Street  - The henry-Franklin Corporation 
c/o lbmas L. Newton 
1400 Ross Building 
R i b n d ,  Virginia 23219 

415 West Franklin Street  - Virginia Premim Finance 
cj'o M r .  AlEredT. Curlee 
415 West Franklin St ree t  
R i c b d ,  Virginia 23220 

400 West Franklin St ree t  - W.W. and Pat r ic ia  Y. Siebert 
c/o Gmnnmication Corporation of Virginia 
8001 Franklin Farms Drive, Room 217 
R i c b d ,  Virginia 23229 

402 West Franklin Street  - Aupthill Associates 
c/o M r .  Bowlman T. Bowles, Jr . ,  General Partner 
P.O. Box 392 
Ricfnnond, Virginia 23203 

404 West Franklin Street  - Aqthill Associates 
c/o M r .  B a \ r h m  T. Bowles, J r . ,  General Partner 
P.O. Box 392 
Richmond, Virginia 23203 

406 West Franklin Street  - W.W. and Pat r ic ia  Y.  Siebert 
c/o Gmnnmication Corporation of Virginia 
8001 Franklin Farms Drive, Room 217 
R i c b d ,  Virginia 23229 

408-410 West Franklin Street  - k r t g a g e  Services, Inc. 
C/O Mr. Charles B. Bice, President 
629 East Main Street  
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

412 West Franklin Street  - Hamilton Investment Services 
c/o M s .  Ann Healy , General Partner 
P.O. Box 80 
R i c h d ,  Virginia 23201 

414 West Franklin Street  - Merritt W. Foster, Jr. and R. Finley Gayle 
W o r d  Circle West 
Richmnd, Virginia 23221 

(See Continuation 82) 
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