etV ITAT T LT L Al Al Y N A e e AR e A T

Name of Propecty County and Staie

3. _Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Number of Resources within Property

- (Check as many boxes as apply) (Checkonly one box) {Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
Contributing Non-contributing
W pivate O buitding(s) 285 23 buildings
B publiclocal B district sites
O public-State O ste structures
O public-Federal O structure objects
O object _ 285 23 Total

Name of related muitiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
—NA

Number of contributing resources previousty listed
in the National Register
1

8. Function or Use

Historic Functions | Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelli @ dwelll __DOMESTIC: single dwelling, muitiple dwelling
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store COMM DE: store
SOCIAL; meeting hall SOCIAL: meeting hall

TRANSPORTATION: rail-related

NSPORTATION: rail-related

1. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
Greek Revival

[talianate

- __Second Empire

Queen Anne

Colonial Revival

Art Deco

Narrative Description .

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __BRICK

walls WOOD: Weatherboard
BRICK

roof OTHER: Standing Seam

other N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property : County and Stata
8. Statement of Significanc
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the (Enter categories from instructions)
property for National Register listing) ARCHITECTURE
B A Property is associated with events that have made ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of RELIGICN
our history. . TRANSPORTATION

M B Froperty is associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

B ¢ Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and Period of Significance
distinguishable entity whose components 1850 - 1

tack individual distinction.

J D Property has yielded, or is fikely to yield,

inforrmation important in prehistory or history.

' Significant Dates
Criteria Considerations , 1884
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 1938
Property is: Significant Person
A owned by a religious institution or used for (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
religious purposes.
O B removed from its original location.
O c auvirthplace or a grave. Cultural Aftiliation
0 b acemetery. BLACK
[J E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
[0 £ acommemorative property. Architect/Builder
O e lessthanso years of age or achieved significance Herbert Levi Cain, T. Wiley Davis,
within the past 50 years. iey Furman, William C. Noland

Thadd R |, E F. Sinnott

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibli ical 3

Bibliography
(Cite the books, artldes and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheeta)
Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data
O pretiminary determination of individual listing (38 . B state Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested. O other State agency
[0 previously listed in the National Register [J Federal agency
O previously determined eligible by the National Reglster 3 Local govemment
3 designated a National Historic Landmark B university
[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey O other
# Name of repository :

[J recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record#
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Name of Property County and State

10, Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ Approximately 37 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 18 _ 286,640 4,156,700 3 18 286,700 4,156,940
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 18 _ 286,640 4,156,860 4 18 287 130 4,157 360
_X __ See continuation sheet.
Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a cortinuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation shest.)
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitie _ Kimberly Merkel Chen '
organization _Kimberly M. Chen & Associates, Inc. date _ 28 June 1999
street & number _2701 East Broad Street telephone __804-225-9560
city or town __Richmond state _ VA Zipcode 23223

Additional Documentation

Submt the following terms with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s focation.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources,
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any sdditional kems)

Property Owner

(Compiete this tem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _ See completed Owner of Record formn and attached mailing labeis

street & number ' telephone

city or town state - Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collectsd for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nornfnstg propertios
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to ist properties, and to amend existing listings. Responss to this request is required to oblsin a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Presanvation Act, as amended (18 U.S.C. 40 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Publlc reporting burden for this form |s estimeted o aversge 18,1 hours per resportsa including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and raviewing tha form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimats or any sspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Boxr37127, Washington, DC 200137127, and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (10240018}, Washington, DC 20504 ’
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Church Hill North National Register Historic District, listed 5 September 1997, covers a
twenty-five-block area in Richmond's east end. The district is bounded, approximately, on the
north and northwest by M Street and Jefferson Avenue, on the east by North 29" Street, and on
the south by the adjacent St. John's Church Historic District. The district has more than 500
buildings constructed from the mid-nineteenth to the early-twentieth century. The National
Register Nomination report states, “The scale and materials used throughout Church Hill North
are consistent, while the styles vary enough that no one style of architecture dominates. Federal,
Greek Revival, ltalianate, Second Empire, Stick, Queen Anne, Classical Revival, Colonial Revival
and Art Deco styles exist side by side in a compatible manner. The similarity of setbacks and
landscaping gives a natural and harmonious rhythm to the neighborhood.”! The district
expansion continues this theme of similar building scale and materials, with a blending of
architectural styles, and harmonious streetscapes. The expansion is roughly bounded on the
west by North 25% Street, on the north by T Street, on the east by 32™ Street, and on the south
by the adjacent Church Hill North Historic District. The boundary increasecontains 288 buildings,
twenty-three of which are noncontributing, and none of which have been previously listed on the
National Register. The majority of the buildings, 249, are one and two-story, frame dwellings,
both attached and detached, and most were built in the last two decades of the nineteenth
century. In addition to the domestic buildings, the expanded district contains a train depot and
trolley shed, three churches, a theater and several commercial buildings. Many of these public
buildings were designed by well-known Richmond architects. The dominant architectural style
is ltalianate with representative examples of Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Classical Revival,
Coloniai Revival, Queen Anne, Second Empire, Art Deco and Bungalow/Craftsman-style
buildings.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The maijority of the houses in the expanded district were built for working class peoplie. Among
the occupations noted in the City Directories were clerks, managers, salesmen, book keepers,

1 “Church Hill North, City of Richmond, Virginia®, National Register of Historic
Places Nomination Report. Continuation Sheet. Section 7. p. 1.
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laborers, painters, bricklayers, hucksters, drivers, printers, boxand trunk makers and machinists.
Many of the houses as a consequence of these modest occupations, are small in scale and
lacking in architectural embellishment. Stylistic influences are often limited to roof lines and
modest decoration in porches and cornices.

Greek Revival {(1825-1870)

Greek Revival-style was a popular building style because it was easily adapted for “people of
medium as well as of great fortune.”? In general, the style is typified by low-pitched gable or
hipped roofs, two-part band cornices, full-width or entry porches with square or rounded columns,
and doors surrounded by narrow sidelights and rectangular transom lights. Stair-stepped gables
with flat or shallow pitched gable roofs were also seen in Richmond. Nationally, in the 1850s and
1860s, the style was replaced by more exuberant revival forms, but in Richmond “no style has
remained popular so long or been so widely used.”

There are seven extant examples of Greek Revival-style architecture in the Church Hill North
Boundary increase. Springfield Hall, 700 North 26™ Street, buiit circa 1850 as a lodge for the
Sons of Temperance, is the oldest surviving building, public or residential, in the district.
Springfield Hall is a two-story, five-course American bond brick building with doors flanking a
central window. The entrances are approached by a double flight of steps. The building has a
front facing stepped-parapet with a shallow gable roof. The building became part of a city
government complex and a large addition was made to the west side in 1976. The oldest
surviving dwelling, the James M. Thompson House located at 901 North 27* Street, was buiit
circa 1860. An exact date of construction is unknown but the house and rear dependencies are
clearly shown on the 1865 Confederate Engineer's Map of the city. The Thompson House is a
two-story stuccoed-brick dwelling set on a raised basement with a central enfrance and a wing
to the rear. Of note is the transition from a gable roof on the north end to a gambrel roof on the
south. Another example of a brick, Greek Revival-style dwelling is the house located at 2525 O
Street, also built circa 1860. It is a two-story residence with a three-bay facade and a flat roof
constructed of brick laid in a five-course American bond pattern. Frame examples of Greek
Revival-style dwellings are found at 2608-2610 P Street, circa 1870, and the Alex M. Tomlinson
House, 1000 North 26™ Street, circa 1876. Both of these dwellings are gable-roofed, of two

2 Mary Wingfield Scott, Houses of Old Richmond (New York: Bonanza Books,
1941), p.183.

? Scott. Houses. . 186.
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stories and one-story, respectively. A unique dwelling was located at 803 %4-805 North 27"
Street, built circa 1870. it was a two-and-one-half-story, eight-bay wide, gable~roofed residence
with an early dependency to the rear. This building has been demolished since the survey was
compileted, but plans are to reconstruct the building from drawings.

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements (1870-1900)

Thirty-one buildings in the district can be classified as vernacular dwellings. These are houses
which display traditional building forms but are without stylistic ornamentation. All of the dwellings
that fall into this category were built between 1870 and 1900 and all are of frame construction.
With few exceptions, these dwellings are all two-stories in height with side-hall plans and gable
roofs. Typical examples can be seen at 804 and 809 North 26" Street, 1110 North 27" Street,
1318 and 1322 North 28" Street. The houses found at2519-2521 P Street, 1306-1308 and 1310-
1312 North 27™ Street are good examples of attached dwellings of this type. One-story examples
of these vernacular dwellings can be observed at 1108 and 1317 North 26" Street, and 904 North

27" Street. Of note is the one-story house located at 1117 North 26™ Street which has a small
dependency attached at the rear. There are two hip-roofed examples located at 906 North 27"
Street and 1225 North 29" Street. The dwelling, built at 906 North 27" Street, is two stories in
height with a two-story hip-roofed addition to the rear. The one-story, hip-roofed dwelling at 1225
North 29" Street is unique. It is 5-bays wide with a center-hall plan. The dwelling’s hipped roof
extends heyond the walls of the structure forming a porch roof on three sides.

Italianate (1860-1890)

Italianate-style architecture became popular throughout the United States inthe 1840s and 1850s
as the result of the influential pattern books of Andrew Jackson Downing. In Richmond, however,
the Greek Revival-style continued to dominate domestic architecture well into the 1860s. In the
Church Hill North Boundary Increase, ltalianate was the dominant style from the 1860s through
the 1890s and can be seen in one-hundred-sixty-eight of the two-hundred-sixty-five contributing
buildings. Italianate-style embellishments are generally limited to deep cornices with brackets,
often with dentils and modillion biocks, and some with plain or decorativa paneled friezes.
Porches, where they survive, have turned posts and turned or sawn balusters. One of the few
examples of decorated window lintels can be seen at 916-816 % North 27™ Street, built circa
1890. The 800 Block of North 26™ Street, the 800 and 1200 Blocks of North 27™ Street and the
2600 Block of Q Street contain many examples of attached and detached Italianate-style
dwellings. These dwellings are frame-construction. Some of these structures have gable roofs
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while others have shed roofs, and most are two-stories with side-hail plans. The dwelling located
at 1235-1237 North 27" Street is a very good example of a one-story Italianate-style residence.
The grouping of attached-dwellings, at 2601-2603, 2605-2607, 2611-2613 O Street, were buiit
in the 1880s. They have square projecting bays and exceptionally deep, heavily ornamented
cornices.

There are several good examples of brick Italianate-style buildings located in the district. The
earliest of the brick examples is a group of attached dwellings found at 2511-2523 O Street, built
circa 1860. In these stretcher bond, two-story, dwellings the decorative elements are limited to
ltalianate-style cornices with diminutive brackets, paneled friezes, tumed posts, and brackets on
small entry porches. Other good examples of brick italianate-style dwellings can be seen at 8§29
North 27™ Street, circa 1880, and 1203-1205 North 28" Street. Another good example is the John
H. Jones House, built in 1885 at 2928 P Street A storefront was added to the front of this
dwelling in the 1920s.

Late Victorian (1870-1900)

Late Victorian-style architecture refers to a broad range of architectural expressions. in general,
however, the style is marked by a movement away from traditional boxlike shapes and the
addition of mass produced decorative details. There are six representative examples of Late
Victorian-style houses in the expanded district. # is noteworthy that all of the sited examples,
1119 North 26%, 3005 Q and 1323-1329 North 28" streets, are diminutive, one-story, wooden
- cottages with cross-gable roofs. Decoration is limited to gable-end, scroll-sawn trusses and porch
elements that include spindle-work friezes, slender fluted columns, turned posts and brackets.

Second Empire(1880-1900)

Next to italianate-style, the Second-Empire-style of architecture is the most prevalent with forty-
one examples, present. The single element that unites all of these buildings is a false-mansard
roof line with raking molding and corbeled ends. Most of the dwellings are two-story, wood
construction and side-hall plans dominate. Some have projecting bays and a wide variety of
decorative embellishments are seen on porches and cornices. The three houses at 1124, 1126
and 1128 North 28" Street are the least ornamented but handsome examples of Second-Empire-
style dwellings in the district. They are two-story, wooden residences with flush facades and side-
hall plans. The hip-roofed porches have Doric columns and turned balustrades. The false-
mansard roofs have fish scale-patterned siate shingles with a contrasting decorative pattern in
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the center. Another similar grouping of dwellings is found in the 1200 Block of North 26™ Street
(1201-1211). These are also flush-facade, 2-story, wood dwellings with false-mansard roofs. [n
this case the mansard roofs have a center gable with a four-paned, diamond-shaped window in
the center. There are transoms over the double-leaf entry doors and the paired windows on the
first story. The hip-roofed porches have Doric' columns, turmed balusters and unadorned
entablatures. The porches project slightly at the entry bay. The only variation in these six
buildings is that the porches at 1201 and 1211 wrap around the south and north elevations,
respectively. The most exuberant examples of frame Second-Empire-style dwellings can be seen
in the 900 Block of North 27™ Street (909-923), built circa 1890. All of these dwellings, with the
exception of 911 North 27" Street, have three-sided projecting bays. The projecting bays are
crowned by pediments with sawn work trusses below three-sided mansard roofs or conical roofs
with finials. In most cases these dwellings have decorative cornices with dentils and modillions.
A wide variety of decoration is seen in the porches as well. Three of the buildings have porches
with Doric columns, turned balustrades and plain entablatures. The porchat 917 North 27" Street
has a mansard roof that follows the profile of the projecting bay, a plain entablature, and tured
posts and balusters. The porch at 919 North 27® Street has Doric order square columns, a plain
entablature, and turned balustrade. :

There are some good illustrations of brick Second-Empire-style dwellings as well. Simple,
minimaily decorated residences can befound at 805 and 907 North 27* Street and 2618 Q Street.
Perhaps the most articulated example is the J. M. Kloss Residence, built in 1894 at 130 North 28"
Street. The two-story, stretcher-bond brick dwelling has a three bay facade with a side-hall plan
and one-bay wide projecting bay on the north side. The entry door has a rectangular transom and
diamond-paned side lights. The windows have stone sills and rusticated stone linteis. The hip-
roofed porch wraps around the facade and the north side of the dwelling where it terminates in
the projecting bay. The porch has Doric columns, a turmed balustrade, and comice with
modillions and dentils. The patterned-slate mansard roof has a center gable with a circular
window with radiating muntins. The mansard roof has raking moldings at the outside edge with
heavy corbels at the top and bottom. The cornice has modillion biocks and dentils.

Queen Anne (1890-1910)

There are three excellent examples of Queen Anne-style architecture in the district. The two-
story frame, attached dwellings at 1011-1013 North 26" Street, built circa 1890, are the most
restrained examples. These dwellings have three-sided projecting bays at the outside edges.
The bays are topped by gabled pediments with sawn trusses and a bracketed corn :ce below. The
bracketed cornice and a mansard roof unite the entire composition.
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The Furman House, 3025 Q Street, was built circa 1890. This two-story, stretcher-bond brick
dwelling has a round bay at the eastern end which is crowned by a slate, bell-roof with a finial at
the apex. There are deep red face bricks with contrasting, single-brick quoins at the edges. The
same contrasting brick is used in the corbeled brick cornice. Adding visual interest is a patterned
slate mansard roof with raked pilasters and corbels at the outside edges. The windows have
rusticated, stone lintels which form a continuous band over the windows of the circular bay. The
- wraparound porch has fluted, battered posts on rusticated biock bases and tumed balusters. On
the roof of the porch, there is a tumed balustrade with intermediate piers, which are aligned with
the porch posts. Rusticated-block is used for the cheeks of the steps that approach the front
porch which then transition into a low wall that extends across the front of the lot.

One of the most outstanding brick commercial buildings in the district is the Eaton Pharmacy
located at 2601-2603 Q Street and built in 1906. The building has two distinct parts. There is
a commercial block to the west and a residential block set back on the east. The commercial
block has a first story storefront with fluted pilasters and decorated corbels at the comers. Large
display windows are angled back toward paired glass entry doors. This entire composition is
topped with Queen Anne-style transoms with smaller panes of colored glass surrounding larger
clear glass panes. Above the storefront, the facade is divided into three bays by corbeled brick
pilasters which are bridged by a brick spring course and decorative corbeled brick work. The
building is crowned by a bracketed cornice with a decorated paneled frieze. The east elevation
- features three corbeled brick chimneys. In comparison, the residential wing is simple. The paired
windows are topped with rusticated stone lintels and the entire block is topped by a slate mansard
roof.

Gothic Revival (1840-1880)

The only example of Gothic Revival-style architecture in the district is Hasker Memorial M. E.
Church at 2700 Q Street built in 1906. This building was designed by Albion B. Roane, an
. architect based in Portsmouth.* The frame building has a cross-gable roof with a three-story
corner entry tower. This tower has double-leaf wooden doors on each face which are topped by
tracery transoms. Above the doors are two belt courses separated by paired windows with
doubie-hung sashes divided into six panes by muntins that radiate out from the center. Topping
this composition are two more belt courses separated by two louvered openings on each face.

4 John E. Wells and Robert E. Dalton, The Virginia Architects 1835-1955: A
Bioaraohical Dictionarv (Richmond: New South Architectural Press. 1997). pa. 376.
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The tower is topped by a bracketed cornice with modillions and a four-sided, peaked slate roof
with a bell cast at the base. The north facade has a gable end. Two smaller tracery, stained-
glass windows flank a larger, tripartite tracery window with a string course at the spring line of the
window. The east elevation has an end gable roof as well. There are three paired, double-hung
sash windows. The upper sashes of the windows are divided like the windows in the tower.
Above the paired windows, centered in the gable is a tripartite, tracery window with a string
course at the spring line. The prolectlng eaves of the gable ends are decorated with members
simulating exposed rafters. .

Neoclassical Revival (1895-1950)

The Neoclassical Revival began at a time when there were an increasing number of trained
architects, and a growing movement away from the exuberance of the previous decades toward
more studied architectural styles based on historic precedence. It is also interesting to note that
most of the buildings in the Church Hill North, boundary increase, that were constructed during
this period are designed by leading local architects and most are significant public buildings.

The earliest building in this genre is Fourth Baptist Church, builtin 1884 at 2800 P Street. Fourth
Baptist was designed and built by T. Wiley Davis, a Richmond architect and contractor. The
church has “a distyle-in-muris portico, literally meaning two columns in between the walls.”® The
edges of the walls flanking the columns are defined by applied pilasters. In the pediment is a
date stone bearing the inscription “Fourth Baptist Church, Organized December Second,
Eighteen-sixty-five, Erected Eighteen-sighty-four.” Bonis and Gaies make the argument that the
distyle-in-muris portico and date stone are characteristic of African-American churches in
Richmond. Set on a high base, and the portico is approached by a wide, sweeping staircase with
four sets of ornamented cast-iron hand rails. There is a cast-iron fence across the front of the
narrow yard. The six bays of the west elevation are separated by applied pilasters. The first
story stained-glass windows have segmental arched heads and the second story windows have
circular heads. The building terminates on the north with a basilican-form apse-end. In 1920,
Charles Thaddeus Russell designed alterations for the building. In July 1962, the modern, glass

®* Ray Bonis and Melinda D. Gales, "First African Baptist and Fourth Baptist
Church, Richmond, Virginia® (Text of paper presented at Sixth Annual Architectural
Historv Svmposium. 1998). 0. 2.
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and metal Sunday School building was completed. Emest Cook was credited as the architect,®
however, Ethel Bailey Furman is believed to have made the preliminary sketches for this addition.

Built two years after Fourth Baptist Church in 1888 at 1200 North 28" Street, East End Baptist
Church is also a temple front building. The freestanding, fluted Doric columns support a
projecting pediment. There is a lunette in the pediment. The portico is approached by a wide
stair with stepped cheeks. Windows on the north elevation are two-over-two, double-hung, wood
sashes with art glass panes. There is a slight projection between the raised basement and the
main story. The hip-on-hip-roofed Sunday School addition to the west end was designed in 1919
by Herbert Levi Cain, a Richmond architect who specialized in church work. This addition
continues the offset between the floors and the unadorned cornice around the building. The
addition is six-bays deep by five-bays wide. Fenestration on the north elevation of the addition
is similar to the main church.

Another example of Neoclassicism in the district is the Richmond & Rappahanock River Railway
Terminal located at 1001 North 29" Street built in 1912 and designed by William Nolan. Thisfive-
course American bond brick building has a two-story, five-bay wide, center-portion with flanking
one-story, three-bay wide wings. The two-story portion of the building is divided into three parts.
The central part of this two-story-block projects slightly with a recessed panel that contains
windows and a dentil moiding at the upper edge. The first story fenestration is composed of a
single, large horizontal opening. The second story has a tripartite composition that has a single
stone sill and lintel, at the top and bottom, and the windows are separated by vertical brick
mullions. The first and second story windows on the flanking portions of the two-story block
appear to be paired windows with stone sills and lintels. There are single doors with stone lintels
on the first story of the flanking portions of the two-story block as well. Banded, brick pilasters
demarcate the north and south ends of the two-story portion. The first and second stories, of the
two-story bilock, are separated by slightly recessed horizontal panels. A narrow corbeled brick
band extends across the two-story facade as a stylized representation of a comice, above which
is an undecorated parapet and stone coping. The one-story wing on the north end has two sets
of double doors that are separated by a brick mullion and set in a recessed panel with dentil-
molding at the top. Above the doors is a flush panel with a recessed panel above. In this
recessed panel are smaller, recessed rectangular panels, with corbeled edges and a stone
coping above. This pattern of flush and recessed areas creates the impression of a pilaster at
the outer edge. The southern wing has been obscured by a storefront addition which dates from
the late nineteen-twenties or thirties. _

® Richmond News Leader, “Fourth Baptist Church to Occupy Building” Saturday
7 Julv 1962. o. 4. '
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The building at 1207 North 28" Street, erected in 1937 for H. Beckstoffer's & Sons, Lumber &
Millwork is a stripped-down version of Neoclassical-style architecture. The one-story, flat roofed,
building has a stepped-parapet that rises to a wide center step that frames the name of the
business. The windows are single and paired, sb&over-six, double-hung wood sashes. Of note
is the projecting, barrel vauited, vestibule. Narrow wooden posts support the vaulted roof, the
lower portion is enclosed with raised panels, and the upper portion is glazed. The semicircuiar
pediment over the door bears the name of the company and the designation - “office.”

Art Deco (1920-1940)

There are two representative Art Deco-style buildings in the Church Hill North, expanded district.
Both of these structures feature the smooth wall surfaces, vertical projections and geometric
decorative motifs typical of Art Deco-style designs. These buildings also have transitional
elements of the Art Moderne-style as characterized by rounded corners and horizontal bands.
The Simmons Laundry located at 929 North 28™ Street was built in 1924. On the City of
Richmond Building Permit, C. F. Duggins is listed as the builder.” C. F. Duggins is listed as the
architect on another project in 1916.® The Simmons Laundry building is one-story with the last
two-bays on the south side two-stories. Stylistic elements are concentrated at the northeast
corner. This corner is curved and the entry door centered in the curve flanked by industrial metal
- sash windows wrapping around the corner. Centered above the northeast entrance is a curved
element that projects above the roof line. The edges of the projection are defined by stepped
piers. The intermediate curved surface is divided by four horizontal bands. The remainder of the
building is utilitarian in nature with undecorated brick wails and industrial windows. The Robinson
Theater, built in 1937, at 2901 Q Street is a more sophisticated version of Art Deco/Moderne
architecture. The City of Richmond Building Permitindicates Edward F. Sinnott as the architect.®
The symmetrical facade is organized into three parts. Two lower wings with curved comers are
set slightly in front of a higher center block. The flanking wings have vertical, centered, corbeled
elements applied to the middle third of the facade. Above these vertical elements are two
horizontal bands and molded coping. The center block features a tripartite decorative element

! City of Richmond, “APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO BUILD — Number
12295, 19 December 1923.

& Wells, p. 125.

® City of Richmond, “APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT TO BUILD —Number
24030." 23 Februarv 1937,
























































































































