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SUMMARY 

The Nathaniel Bacon School is a two-and-one-half story 
brick educational facility with a raised basement. I t '  is 
located at 1835 N. 35th Street in the potentially eligible 
Oakwood/Chimborazo Historic District. Constructed in 1914, it 
is vacant and in fair condition. 

PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL CONDITION 

The Nathaniel Bacon School dominates the northeastern 
sector of the Oakwood/Chimborazo Historic District. It has 
always been a focal point of the Chimborazo neighborhood and 
its Colonial Revival styling is consistent with the period 
and character of the architecture found there. 

The Nathaniel Bacon School is located at the north end of 
a nearly square block. The site of the school is 3.1 acres 
in size. Besides the school, the site is covered by a lawn, 
scattered trees and shrubs, and playgrounds. The surrounding 
area is presently a residential neighborhood, composed pri- 
marily of detached, single-family homes. Most of the sur- 
rounding area developed between 1874-1926, when the school 
was built. 

The school has a rectangular ground plan. It rests on a 
poured concrete slab foundation. Its structural system is 
load-bearing brick. It has a red brick exterior finish. The 
roof is a built-up type with parapet, with a gable roof above 
the former second floor auditorium. The fenestration is regu- 
lar. It is composed primarily of double-hung sash windows 
with 9/9 or 6/6 light configurations. Transom lights above 
the sash windows are a common feature on the first and second 
stories. Windows are arranged in groups of four or six in 
the classroom areas. The main entrance fronts on 35th Street 
and contains much of the ornamentation of the building. Its 
elements are generally constructed of cast concrete. They 
include pedestals, pilasters with capitals, a frieze with the 
name Nathaniel Bacon School, and a cornice. 

Decoration is a significant feature of the building and 
helps to define its eclectic styling. As is true of the 
entrance, cast concrete is the characteristic material used 
on decorative features. Decorative features include belt 
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courses, lintels, cartouches, and diamond and arrow shaped 
elements in the parapet. 

The Bacon School is a good example of the adaptation of 
standard school building design to the architectural trends 
of Richmond. The eclectic styling of the building, with ele- 
ments of the Colonial and Beaux Arts revival styles, reads 
clearly as part of the period architecture of the Chimborazo 
area. However, the basic classroom size, expansive windows, 
high ceilings, and an open setting with adjacent playgrounds 
and athletic fields were shared by schools ranging from one- 
room rural types to large urban schools, such as those in the 
City of Richmond. 

The principal alterations have been a one-story addition 
constructed in 1960 and the enclosure of the second floor 
auditorium. Otherwise the building is intact and retains its 
original features, including fine stairways. 
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SUMMARY 

The Bacon School appears eligible for listing in the 
National Register under Criteria A and C. It is eligible 
under Criterion A for its association with an important 
period of development in the history of the Richmond Public 
School system. It is further eligible under Criterion C 
for its association with a locally significant architect, 
its architectural style, and the type of property it 
embodies. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathaniel Bacon School was named for Nathaniel 
Bacon, an early Virginia colonist who was the leader of 
Bacon's Rebellion. It opened in September 1915 and served 
pupils from kindergarten to grade 5. In 1958 it became 
a school for black students, receiving former pupils of 
Chimborazo and George Mason schools. It operated as the 
East End Junior High School Annex from 1971 until its 
closing several years ago. 

The Bacon School is associated with an important 
period in the history of public education in Richmond. 
Between 1870, when the Board of Public Instruction launched 
its initial acquisition and development program, and 1909, 
capital outlay for schooi construction was modest. In 
1909, Dr. J.A.C. Chandler was named Superintendent of 
Richmond Public Schools. Dr. Chandler soon initiated an 
ambitious construction program which was overseen by Public 
School Architect Charles M. Robinson. Over the next twenty 
years most of the extant historic school buildings in 
Richmond were constructed. The Bacon School is one of the 
best examples of the schools constructed during this 
period. The Depression of the 1930s and World War 11 
effectively ended school construction in Richmond. Not 
until after the war were schools constructed on a scale 
comparable to the 1909-1929 period. 

The Nathaniel Bacon School was designed by the firm of 
Carneal and Johnston, Architects and Engineers, of 
Richmond. William Leigh Carneal was a native of Richmond 
and designed numerous buildings in the city. In addition 
to the Bacon Sctiool, he designed the Springfield (Bowler) 
School and the Virginia State Library at Capitol Square. He 
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was also associated with the design of several buildings at 
Virginia Military Insticute, Lexington, and Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, alacksburg. 

Beyond its styling, the Bacon School shares certain 
traits common to hundred of others found throughout the 
country. While historic school buildings varied greatly in 
terms of their size, style, and materials, their designs 
did adhere to certain standards. The earliest published 
standards for school buildings date to 1832 when William A. 
Alcott prepared a brief zreatise on school design. Alcott 
stressed that fresh air, space, and light were necessary in 
promoting a healthy learning environment. He suggested the 
liberal use of large vindows, classrooms providing a 
separate desk for each pupil, and open surroundings for 
recreation. For more than a century afterwards, school 
architects followed similar standards. These schools 
featured a basic classroom size of about 25 by 35 feet, 
expansive windows, high ceilings, and an open setting 
usually with adjacent playgrounds and athletic fields. 
These characteristics :vere shared by schools ranging from 
one-room rural types to large urban schools. The Bacon 
School shares many of these traits and is a good example of 
the adaptation of the Colonial Revival style to traditional 
school design. 

The Bacon School appears eligible for listing in the 
National Register under Criteria A and C. It is associated 
with a significant period of development and a locally 
prominent architectural firm. It embodies an important 
architectural style and building type. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

BEGINNING at the point of intersection of the east right-of-way 
line of 35th Street and the south right-of-way line of "0" Street; 
thence in a southeasterly direction 264.00 feet, more or less, to 
the point of interaection of the west right-of-way line of 36th 
Street and the south right-of-way line of "0" Street; thence in a 
southwesterly direction along the west right-of-way line of 36th 
Street 90 feet, more or less, to a point in a property line; thence 
in a southeasterly direction along a property line 189.81 feet, 
more or lese, to a point on the west right-of-way line of an alley 
16 feet in width; thence in a southwesterly direction along said 
alley 176.13 feet, more or less, to a point: thence in a 
southeasterly direction along the south right-of-way line of said 
alley ae it extends easterly 140.00 feet, more or lees, to a point 
on the west right-of-way line of 37th Street; thence in a 
southwesterly direction along the west right-of-way line of 37th 
Street 51.05 feet, more or less, to a point; thence in a 
northwesterly direction 593.94 feet, more or less, to a point on 
the east right-of-way line of 35th Street, thence in a 
noztheasterly direction along the east right-of-way line of 35th 
Street 316.12 feet, more or less, to the point of BEGINNING, and 
aa shown shaded on Department of Public Works Drawing No. N-22079- 
A, dated May 29, 1990, on file in the Bureau of Engineering, 
Department of Public Works, of the City of Richmond and a copy of 
which is attached to Ordinance No. 90-176-181 on file in the Office 
of the City Clerk. Said property is more particularly described 
on that certain plat of survey by Fred A. Gibson & Aeeociate dated 
October 29, 1990 reference to which plat is hereby made. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary is justified under the National Register 
Criteria in that it contains . all significant resources 
associated with the property. 




