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DESCRIPTION 

The Grace Street Commercial Historic D i i c t ,  located in downtown Richmond, encompasses the core of the city's early 
IwenWh century retail development and the remnants of a nineteenth century residential neighborhood. Thii area became 
part of the city in 1769 and, like the restofthe eariy dty,was laid out in a regular grid of two acre blocks. The east-west streets 
were 65 feet in width while the northauth streets were 55 feet wide. Grace and Franklin Streets run east to west along the 
edge of a plateau. The land to the north and west is relatively flat, but to the south it slopes steeply towards the James River. 
Grace and Franklin terminate on the eastat Capitol Square, the park-like setting for Mr. Jefferson's State Capitol building. To 
the west the early residenlial developmentwas haltsd by Thomas Rutherfoord's estate that extended westward from present- 
day Adam Street T w e m  centuryretaildevelopment did not extend much beyond Adarns Street because the shops were 
concentrated within walking d i i n m  of downtown ofke buildings and the two major department stores -Miller 8 Rhoads and 
Thalhimers. 

From 1820 to 1920, Grace and Franklin Streets were the heart of one of Richmond's moat fashionable neighborhoods and 
hometosome of Richmond's wealthiest and most influential citizens. The streets were lined with large homes (some could 
even becalled mamions) and rowhouses sstwahin narrow front yards often enclosed by fences constructed of wood or iron. 
In the second two decades of the twentieth century, Grace Street became a trendy shopping and business district. Grace 
Streetwas dubbed 'Richmond's F iAvenue." The transition from residential to commercial was not as drastic on Franklin 
Stree4. Duringthih period much ofthe early residential neighborhood was demolihed and replaced by small shops and tall 
office buiiings built in the latest a r c h i i r a l  slyles. Primarily built in the revival styles inspired by the early architecture of Italy, 
Spain and the United States, aswell as the modern styles of Art Deco and Moderne, the buildings exhibit a wide variety of 
materials and dewratiw elements that blend into a rich palette of textures and details. The majority of the buildings are three 
stories or less in height, with some of the comer lots punctuated by office buildings rising as high as fifteen stories. The 
buildings are situated close to each other and separated from the street by generous sidewalks and trees. The regularity of 
the blocks, the scale of the buildings, and street trees lend an intimate quality to the d i i c t .  In the past ten years a few 
buildings have been demolished, wpeaally in the I00 and 700 blocks, a few of the storefronts have been altered, and Si 
Streetwas d d  betweenGram and Franklin Streek. Despitethese minor alterations, the d i d  dillretains much of ito early 
twentieth century integrity, with a few remnants surviving from the antebellum and late nineteenth century residential 
neighborhoods. 

Prior to 1820, Grace and Franklin Streets were sparsely settled with what might be described as 'miniature plantation^."^ 
These enclaves usually occupied a full city block and typically included 'a (frame) dwelling-house, small even by today's 
standards, outdoor hhen, o h ,  stable and cardagehouse, servant's quarters, smokehouse, dairy, laundry, well-house and 
a 'necessary', the polite euphemism for oubide plumbing.* By the beginning of the nineteenth century, houses were generally 
constructed of brick in the Federal style. These large houses, usually two or 2-IRatories, "were dill accompanied by many 
outbuildings, though lots were rarely more than a quarter of a square."' Between 1813 and 1818, Richmond experienced 
unprecedented growth in both its population and its economy. Thij rapid expansion was accompanied by unchecked land 
speculation. Land prices increased daily. 'Urban property rose from two to tenfold and numerous suburb sprang to life 

1 RkhnmndNews Leader, Friday. May 25,1923. 

2 
M.rY W i W  S d .  OM RkhmondNe@hbofhwds(Richmond. VA:William Byrd Press. inc.).52. 

' sma.Ndghbommds. 52. 
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almost overnight.* One of the results of the exorbitant land prices was the introduction of row houses, both for sale or rent. 
to the street scape along Grace and Franklin. 

During an exbnded economic depression lasting from 1820 to 1840, few buildings were constructed on Grace and Franklin 
Slreets, or elsewhere in the city for that matter. When prosperity returned in the 1840s, building activity resumed on a large 
scale. The Prosperity which launched Richmond on a building pmgram in the late 1830's was particularly noticeable on Grace 
and Franklin sbeek. Bythiis time Court End was pretlywell fllled with substantial houses, and leaders of Richmond's business 
and social life looked elsewhere for a place to build. South F iand the far larger space offered by Grace and Franklin were 
the most favored locetions.* The streets acquired a dlstintinctly urban tone as large lots were suMMded and new houses built 
in the side yards ofmansions; the large gardens that were so typical bqan to disappear. Most of the older, eighteenth century 
homes on Grace and Franklin were tom down to make way for newer row and high style homes. Over the 50 year period 
following the Civil War, Gram and Franklin Streels became even more urban. Many antebellum residences were demolished 
and their generous lots suklivided. The remaining lots were filled with houses, built in the latest architectural styles, namely 
Italianate, Second Empire and Richardsonian Rornanesque. 

Churches began to appear on Grace and Franklin Streets in the 1840s. It is e widely held belief that Grace Street was so 
named because of the number of churches present by 1844. Prior to 1844, Grace Street was simply known as 'G" Street. 
At the time the name was chosentwo churches. St. Peter's Catholic (1274015) and Centenary M e t h d i (127-321), were 
already built. and twoothers, 8Paul's Epiecopal(127-0014) and Grace Street Baptist, were under construction. Grace Street 
Baptist Church, completed in 1846, was the e m m e  of a temple-form Greek Revival style church. It stood on the northeast 
corner of Grace and Foushee streets until 1890 when it was demolished. Another early church building, Grace Street 
Presbyterianwas located atthe northeast comer of Grace and Fourth Streets from 1852 to 1920. Grace Street Presbyterian 
was a magnificent example of Gothic Revival style archRecture with ih,paired entry towers and soaring spire. By the end of 
the nineteenth century three more churches had been erected on Grace Street, adding tremendously to the architectural 
character of the street These churches were the harbingers of Grace Street'shnsition from a residential to a commercial 
neighborhood. 

The tramkn of Grace Street from an upscale residential neighborhood to a retail center was M. The September 7,1935 
&ion of the Richmond News Leederincluded the following observation regarding Grace Street: 'None of the changes in 
Richmond in a single generaton has been more sttikingthan that of Grace Stred. At the turn of the century itwas still a place 
of fine residences of the antebellum period." Prior to I91 1, only a few residential buildings had k e n  converted to commercial 
uses, ptinciplly for useas plivatedubs andschools, but in that year the first new commercial building, the Thalhimer's O M  
Building (127-0857-001). was built. Over the nexl eight years only three or four new commercial buildings were erected. 
However, with the beginning of the 'Roaring Twenties" the flood gates of new commercial development opened. Between 
1920 and 1930, more than seventy new retail shops and office buildings were constructed on Grace Street. This tally does 
not indude the mklcntial structures that were converted to commercial use by the addlon of storefronts. The stock market 
crash of 1929 brought an end to the unprecedented building boom on Grace and Franklin Streets. Over the next ten years 
only a handful ofbuildingswere ere-ekd. The Great Depression marked an end to the exuberant, fanciful storefronts that were 
built in the proceeding ten years along Grace Street. 

Hany M.Ward. Richmond;An IRusba led~s l~ .(Northridge,CA: Windsor P u M i n s .  I ~ c . ,1985). 76. 

Scott, NeighbWhoodS. 161 
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700BLOCK EAST GRACE STBEU: 

North side 

The Thalhimer Brothers' Bwineas Office, located at 700Fast Grace S m  (127-0857-001),built in 1911 was one of the first, 
large commerdal buildings erected on Gram Shot. The fintstorywas a showroom for Sydnor & Hundley, a furniture retailer. 
The five story brick buiMing was designed by Charles K. Bryant in the Chicago style. The first story is an arcade of large display 
windows topped by a classical entablature. The naxt four stories are made up of ribbons of three windows separated by vertical 
piers and paneled horizontal spandrels. The windows on the fiRh floor have arched heads. The building is crowned with a 
classical entablature supported by large cawed brackets. The remainder of the block, to the east of the building, is a parking 
lot. (This ska was once occupied by the classically styled Capitol Hotel, 714East Grace Street, designed by John Keevan 
Peebles and the Standard Motor Company Building. 71 2 East Grace Street, designed by Carl Ruehrmund in Spanish Revival 
style. Both of these buildingswore constructed in 1916and demolished in the 1980s.) 

The Admin.bhtbn and Equipment Building for the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Company, 701 Fsst Grace Street (127-
0857-002).occupies the entire south side of the block. The eleven story Art Deco style skyscraper was built in 1929 and 
designed bythe predgbusNew York archictural firm of Voorhees, Gmelin & Walker. The building is supported by a steel 
framewith the exterior brick and limestone hung as curtain wall. "To ensure that the public understood this,the lower part of 
the wall is limestone cawed to emulate curtains." The intermediate six storiesare of brick and pierced at regular intemls by 
vertical windows. The uppsr two stories are clad in limestone that is richly cawed with floral decorations. The limestone is 
staggered, creating a crenelated effect The entire building tapers to a pyramidal roof. There have been later additions to the 
building on the east elevation which fortunately do not detract from the original design of the building. 

g00 OCK FAST GRACF STRFFI 

North side 

The Loew's Theater. BpO Fast Grace Street (127-324).is individually listed in the National Register of H i r i c  Places. The 
theater was built in 1927and designed by John Eberson, a leading New York archiict of the 20's noted for his 'over the top" 
theater designs. Loew's isan extmvagant intaqmtabn of the Spanish M i o n  style and has been described as 'a pyrotechnic 
display of a r c h i i m l  manipulation ...a touch of insanity.* The three story concave facade with its undulating parapet is placed 
diagonally at the corner of the block. Two story arcades run west and north on Grace and St& Streets. The dark red brick 
is heavily ornamented with lushlycawterra cotta and limestone. The brick of the parapet is laid in an intersecting diagonal 
patternwith the intersections punctuated by limestone diamonds. 

The Thalhimer's Department Store at- Grace Street (127-0857-003)covers the remainder of the block. In 1955,the 
New York a r c h i i r a l  f i n  of Copland. Novack and Israel designed the aluminum screen for the Broad Street facade to unify 
a complex of earlier buildings and create the image of a modern department store. Architecturally, the most detailed part of 

'
Robert P. Winlhmp. A~~hitechrminDownlDwn Richmond, (Richmond. VA: W h i t  8 Shepparson Printus. 1982). 101 

RcbM P. Wlnlhrop. Richmd' !  A~~hItectum, (Reptintedfmm The Richmond TlrneeDlspatch Sunday Real Estate 
section.~uguststhrough Odobcr 11.1981).B. 
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the building is the Skth Street elevation designed in 1939 by the New York firm of Tausig & Fleich. Despite its late date it 
retains elements of the Art Deco style. This elevetion was compromised in the 1980swith the closing of S i h  Street and the 
construction of the Sbdh Street Market Place. The Grace Street addiion made in 1939was designed by the Richmond firm 
of Cameal8 Johnson. This addilion is a polished granite box, a stripped down modern form that would become very popular 
in the post World War Ilera. (Plans approved in September 1997 by the City of Richmond Planning Commission call for the 
demolion of this building to accommodate the expansion of the Carpenter Center located in the adjacent Loew's Theater.) 

South s i b  

The Atlantic LifeBuikling and p a r w  deckBW Fast w e  Street (l27-0857-004) occupies the entire south side of the block. 
It was designed by the Richmond firm of Carneal8 Johnson and built in 1950 and 1959 as a creative design solution to the 
common urban problem of parking. The lower floors are a parking deck with shop opening onto the sidewalk. This low 
horizontal mass is in strong contrast to the vertical ofice building constructed on top nine years later. 

500 El OCK FAST GRACEST-

North side 

The north side of Grace Street in the 500 block is fully occupied by the Miller & Rhodes Department Store, 508 - 512 Fast 
Grace M (127-0857-005). The original wrtion of the store fronts on Broad Street. The Grace Street addition was built in 
1922 andakigned by the prestigioui~sw.~ork firm of Starrett 8 Van Vleck. Starrett & Van Vleck were well known for their 
designs of New York's posh department stores like Lord 8Taylor and Bloomingdales. The We story brick building features 
a limestone arcade on the first storywith large 'splay windows, topped by a classical entablature. The next three stories have 
a series of biple windows jdned verlically by limestone surrounds and paneled spandrels between floors. The sets of windows 
are separated by vertical brick piers. The third story is separated from the fourth floor by a classical entablature and key 
Jtones at the head of the center window in each grouping. The fiffh story was crowned by a projecting cornice which was 
removed in the 1950swhen the upper floors were added. 

South side 

The four story Berrygurk Building at - 529 East Grace Street (127-0857-008) was designed by the Richmond firm of 
Baskewille& Lambert. Constnrcbd in 1S28,the limestone building is in the Italian Renaissance style. The first story features 
large display windows. A clasical entablature separates the first and second stories and paneled spandrels separate the 
second and third stories. Another entablature diesthe third and fourth stories. The fourth story and the entablature are 
decorated with lush carving and polychromed in brilliant shades of blue, red and gold. The Grace Street entrance features 
a richly cawed architrave on the first story with a two story arch above that is crowned by a shield featuring a formally attired 
gentleman in a top hat. The original illuminated sign remains on the top of the building. 

To the west isagroupingof twodory shops. The four shop at 515 -523 F a s t (127-0857-007)were built c. 1925 
in the Italian Renaissance style. The htstory features large display window with limestone surrounds and central entrances. 
The second story has English bond brickwork and three-part arcades with stained glass windows and limestone surrounds. 
The arcade is topped by a simple entablature with keystones centered over each arch. The entire building is finished with a 
dentiled entablature that has projecting shieldswith decorative carving centered over each of the four shops. 
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The two story brick store at 509 - 513 Fast Grace Strep! (127-0857-008) was built c. 1950 in the Georgian Revival style and 
contributes to the overall composition of the block. The first story display windows are deeply recessed and appear to not 
Supportthe upper story. The secondstory issetoff by a sign panel topped by a simple entablature. The double-hung windows 
on the second story are atop Chippendale panels and are flanked by louvered shutters. The building is crowned by a classical 
entablature. 

The group of three shops at 503 - 507 East Grace (127-0857-009) were built c. 1940 in the Georgian Revival style. W~ 
the exception of the cast iron window surrounds on the second stow and their sim~le entablature, these buildings are rather -
plain. 

The corner shop, 501 East Grace Street (127-0857-010) built c. 1940 is an unadorned modernis4jc building with display 
windowsthat step in at the corner with a stuccoed C U N ~ ~parapet above. The most unique feature of this building is bone-
story height which was rare in downtown when itwas built. 

400 BLOCK EAST GRACE STREU 

North side 

Built in 1929as a store for W. J. Anderson, m  c  e  Stre& (127-0857-01 I ) ,  was designed by Carneal & Johnson. The 
two story variegated limestone building combines elements of the Art Deco and Spanish Revival styles. The first story is an 
arcade of flat headed arches with wee corners. The F iStreet entrance isslightly recessed and flanked by pylons. The 
entire building is capped by an unusual parapet of polychromed terra cotta in brilliant shades of blue, green and gold. 

Montaldo's, an ewclusive womenh d d n g  store, was built in 1923 at 420 - 427 Fgst Grace Street (127-0857012). The three 
store limestone buildinn was desinned in the Geomian Revival sMe bv the firm of Linder & Philliw. The first stow has large ~ ~ - ~ - - ,- ~,~~ 

d i i a y  mind- with el&& pl&r frames and a mught iron entrance canopy that was originaily on the building next door. 
The second and third story mind- at8setwithin a delicately carved twostory colonnade that isflanked by Corinthian pilasters 
and finished with a classical entablature and a carlouche in the center. 

The building directly to the west, 416 - 418 East Grace Street (127-0857-013),built in 1923, was also designed by Linder & 
Phillips for the Stieff Piano Company. The Stieff building is a two story brick building in the Spanish Revival style. The stone 
first &ry hastwo large d i i a y  wkJ& flanking a centralentrance and an entablature horizontally separating the floors. The 
second-story has i l o n s  with peaked ~arap& and arched windows flanking two pairs of windo&. Between the two pylons 
isa tile roof. On the second stow ornamentation is limited to garlanded vases on the wlons, stone window heads and stone -
trim at the edge of the roof andthe top of the pylons. 

Shepard's Store at East G  m (127-0857-014) was built in 1926. The two story brick building is in the Georgian 
Revival style. The store front was altered in the 1950s but the second story still features a stone archiiave with a broken 
pediment over the central window whiih also has a lacy wrought iron balcony. The flanking windows have stone lintels with 
keystones. There is decorative brick work at the corner to resemble quoins and a simple stone entablature. 

The Kaufman and Company buildii, -41- Graa (127085701 5) wss built in 1922. The one story. classically 
inspired terra cotta storefront was designed by Carneal8 Johnson. The three display windows are set off by widely spaced 
columns, a decorative cornice and podimentd parapet. 

Next to the Loew's Theater. the former W. W. Foster Studios, 404 Fast Grace Street (127-0857-018). designed by Henry 
Thomas Bamham in 1927 isone of the most extravagant interpretaiions of Spanish inspired archbcture on Grace Street. The 
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four story building is constructed of dark brown brick with contrasting stone bands, ornately cawed terra cotta window heads. 
columns and balcony panels, and an intricate entablature, the Foster Studio 'building is one of the city's more elaborate 
examples of the SpsnishMoorish style, ranking with the theaters like the Towne or the Mosque ...* 

The American National Bank Branch at 402Grace Street (127-0857-017) built in 1924 isa two story, stone, classically 
inspired building. Of note isthe swag at the head of the second stow ribbon window and the way the roof coping rolls up into 
a scroll and meetsthe cartouche. 

The Grace American Building or the American National Bank Building at 400(127-0857-018) was built in 
1922and designed by Marcellus Wright ltkaeoodexamole of a C h i i o  stvle hiih rise with itsgranite base, brick shaft and 
decorated up& floom. The Grace &eet e m i c e  was once demarcat& byan eiaborate arch ive with rusticated columns 
and an arched pediment over an ornately c a d  cartouche. In the 1950s,this ornate entrance and the projecting cornice were 
removed and the lower stories ahred. 

(Accordingto plans apprwed by the Richmond Planning Commission in September 1997,the buildings on the north side of 
the 400 block of East Grace Street with the exception of 400 East Grace Street are proposed for demolion and 
redevelopment.) 

South side 

The Methodist PuMiing House was builta t g 5  Fast Grace Stred (127-0857-019) in 1921. The five story brick building was 
designed by the Richmond firm of Carneal8 Johnson in the Italian Renaissance style. The first story is a limestone arcade 
that extends along Grace and FifthM.The last bay on the west end of the Graw Street facade isslightly recessed. The 
arcade was originally fully glazed but portions have been filled solid in recent years. Each arch features a delicately cawed 
arch- and keystone; cawed rondels decorate the wall between each arch, and a classical entablature tops the arcade. 
The next three stories are pierced by regularly spaad pain of double-hung windows. The fourth and fifth stories are separated 
by a d e l i i  entablature. The fifth story repeats the rhythm of paired window of the lower stories and is crowned by a heay 
projecting cornice. 

Two of the oldest buildings in the d i i c t  are located in the 400 block. Built in 1843, Centenary Methodist Church, 409 Fast 
Grace Stre4(127321). was d-ned byJohn and Samuel Freeman in the Greek Revival style. It is believed that Centenary 
in its original form greatly resembled another church designed by the Freeman brothers -Union Station Methodii Church. 
Union Stetion was a massive brick, temple-form building in the Doric order. In 1874,Albelt L. West transformed Centenary 
from Greek Revival to Gothic Revival by adding a castellated prapet, a central tower and lancet windows. West was 
influenadasmany architects were by the writings of John Ruskin, an English architectural theorist. 'who advocated the use 
of contrasting colors of brick and stone to produce bold polychromatic patterns."o The body of the church is constructed of 
a dwp, redd'mh. brown brick with limestone accenting the edge of the parapet, door and window lintels, belt courses and the 
shoulders of the buthassas. The three story Sunday School building to the west was built in 1929. Itwas designed by Charles 
M. Robinson, a Richmond architect beslknown for him design of dly school buildings erected W e e n  1910 and 1929. The 
Sunday School building is constructed of a lighter colored brick with similar limestone trim, lancet windows and a castellated 
parapet. Centenary Methodii Church (127-321) is individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

'O ~m A I ~ m a t  ~ ty l eIS I(?. washii.D.c., TIW P-S. p-rs. Chambersand Nancy B. m m ,  
Press. 1977) 19. 
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To the west of Centenary MethodiiChurch is the Tompkins House. g g g &  Grace Strwt (1 27-0857-020). It was one of three 
atiached dwellings conslructed on the southeast comer of Grace and Fourth Streets. The adjacent Greenhow Houses were 
built in 1818 and demolished in 1948. On January 15.1820, Christopher Tompkins convey& to his son John H. Tompkins 
a parcel "Mh buildings and improvements as commenced thereon."" The Tompklns House is a threMtory brick building that 
was altered in the 1920swhen the dwelling was converted to retail use. About all that remains of the original dwelling is its 
massing and the very delicate window trim. From early photographs, the window trim on the Tompkins House appears to be 
identicalto that of the Greenhow Houses. The vertical members of the window archiibaves are delicately fluted and crowned 
by carved comer Mocks. The horizontal member, the depth of which ksomewhat exaggerated, is unadorned with undecorated 
comer Mocks. In the 192% a Classical Revival storefront was added to the western twobays of the first story and an ornate 
metal hood and grille work installed at the entrance. The building was stuccoed and scored so as to appear to have been 
constructedof stone, deep entablatures with a molded cornice, cawed modillions, dentils and a delicately cawed frieze were 
added to the facade and part of the east elevation. Of interest are the ornate keystones at the heads of each window which 
act as a consoles supporting the entablature and the cartouches between the third story windows. 

The Bank of Virginia at 401 - 403 F . a s t  (127-0857-021) built in 1949 was designed by the Richmond firm of 
Baske~lle8 Son. The two story granite building exemplifies the Streamlined Moderne style with bcuwed entrance, large 
multi-paned windows with metal frames and banded cornice. 

CK FAST GRACE ST- 

North side 

The commercial building at 31&322Grace Street (127-0857422) designed by W. Harrison Pringle in 1930 is a good 
illustralbn of simplicafjon of ornamentation typical during and after the Great Depression. While the two story stone building 
is handsome, the ornamenMion is l i m M  to minuscule urns located at the top of the window trim. 

The three story brick building at -Grace Strea (1274857423) built c. 1910 is an interesting mixture of Gothic and 
ltalianate elements. The store front has bean altered but the upper two floors still retain much of their oriiinal character. The 
second and third story windows are set within Gothic arch pakls and the pedimented cornice has a crenelated frieze 

The one story brick storeat314 EastGrace (1274857424) built in 1930 makes a cursory nod to the Art Deco style with 
the chevron patterned spandrel over the store front and the stepped pediment. 

Carl tinder, a Richmond architect designed the nexl two buildings 308 - 317 F- (127-0857425) and 3Q&L 
Grace SIL& (127-0857-026). The kick. two story, row at 308 - 312 East Grace Street (1270857425) was built in 1932 and 
kinstark contrastto bmberant neighbor builtjust four years earlier in 1928. At 308 - 312 Fag Grace Street (127-0857-025) 
the large glass display areas are divided by stone pylons with minimalcanring. The stone storefront surrounds are unadorned 
except for shallow offsets atthe comers. Decoration here is limited to bas-relieb of fruit baskets centered over the three sets 
of window and the staggered, projecting brick cornice. 

By contrast 306 F Grace (1274857-026) is a richly ornamented stone building. The fluted corner pylons topped by 
sculptured panels and urns create a strong vertical emphasis whiih suggests a skyscraper and not the three story building it 
is. The frieze above the store front is lushly cawed with abstracted natural forms which incorporate ornate light fatures. 

" Mary Wingfield Smtt, unpubkhednotes. (Richmond. VA: Valentine Museum). 
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The P. C. Abbott Store Building. W East Grace Strea (127-0857-027). built in I930 is a two story stone building in the Art 
Deco W e  designed by W. Harrison Pringle. The two entrances are deeply recessed and flanked by slender fluted pylons. 
The stepped area above the doors is infilledwith decorative bronze grilles. The original grille over the western entrance has 
bean remand. The area between the pylons above each entrance step back to a slii window. In the center of the building 
on the first story is large diiaywindow and above that is a large fixed glass flanked by narrower double-hung windows. The 
bipartite window composition isd i e d  by fluted pilasters similar to the larger pylons. The window head is richly cawed with 
a geometric patten and stylied flowers in the center. 

The Building and Loan Association Ofiice Building at 302 Fsst Grace Street (1274857428) built in 1929was designed by 
Luther P. Hahook. Onw described as a 'spectacular Classical bank,"l2 the building was heavily altered in the 1950s and is 
now entirely without character. Thii building does not contribute to the architectural character of the district. 

Carl Linder, who designed several h e r  bu i ld is  in thii Mock, designed the storefront addiin for Lombardy's Confectionary 
3QL- (1274857429) built in 1923. Thii simple, two stow stone storefront was added to the front of a 1876 
Second Empire style row house. All that is visible of the early dwelling is the patbrned slate mansard roof and lacy iron 
crssting. The storefront features a colonnade and iron rail that suaaest a balcony on the second story; rondels of dancing 
nymphs decorate the cornice. 

South side 

Baskerville 8 Lamkrt, later Baskenrille 8 Son, Archiiecls, were responsiMe for the design of the Richmond News Leader 
Building. 333 F 4  Grace Street (1274857430) built in 1822 and the many alterations and expansions since then. The 1922 
wing facing on Fourth Streaconlains some wllc a d  decorative panels. The Grace Street facade is a good example of the 
International Style with its smooth, unadorned stone sheathing, ribbons of metal casement windows and its lack of a cornice 
or coping at the roofs edge. Unlike the surrounding buildings, the Richmond News Leader Building was sited back from the 
street, providing the first pedestrian plaza in downtown. 

Designed by Marcellus Wright, the Grace Street Bank and Trust, a 1  Fsst Grace Street (127-0857431), was built in 1922. 
It is a near twin to Wright's Grace American Building at 400 Fast Grace Street (1274857418). The Grace Street Bank and 
Trust (1274857431) slill retains its projeding wrniw and the broken pedimented archibave at the Grace Street entrance. 

200 BLOCK EAST GRACE STREFI: 

North side 

The Broad and Grace Street Arcade, 216 - 226 Fast Grace Street (127-309). designed by John Ebemn in 1928 as part of 
the Central Nafional Bank project, isan excellent example of the, richness and subtlety of found on Grace Street. The detail 
building is a very restrained rectangular composition. The entrancw on Grace and Third Streets are delineated by arched 
openings with cartouches above. Upon closer examination, one becomes aware of the richly detailed bronze window 
surroundswith a low reridesign of gmps vines and dassical urns a h .  Thii buildingis in stark contrast to Eberson's Low's 
Theater. The Broad and Graw SbeatArcade isl iin the National Register of H i i r i c  Places as part of the Central National 
Bank District. 
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The former Corley Company Building, Grace Street (1274857-032)was designed by Carneal8 Johnson in the 
Span* Rebival style. The Corley Company, built in 1928,isa thrw story brick building with a stone frieze with cawed garlands 
atthe head ofthe storefrontwindows, ribbon windows on the second and third stories that are separated by cawed panels and 
a massive limestone cornicewith ornately c a d  brackets. The store front has been altered and the full impact of the cornice 
has been diminished by the addiion of a blank sign panel above. 

The O.P. Brisner Store,- Grace Stred (1274857433)designed by Henry Carl Messerschmidt was built in 1930 . It 
is an excellent example of lush Art Dew style canring. 'No other building in the city has such a lavish display of sculpted 
decoration."" Sculpted dons  define the edge ofthe building and the central entrance and emphasizes the vertical dimension. 
Decorative panels separate the first and second stories and grace the area above the second storywindows. The frieze is 
also richly ornamented. Original decorative fatures remain. The building has been marred by the installation of 
inappropriate signage over the western bay. 

Ako built for the Corley Company in 1923,200-206 (1274857-034)were designed by Luther P. Hartsook. 
These one storystucmed buildings are comparatively simple. Classically inspired. a single pilaster separates each shop. A 
classic entablature and paneled parapet unlfy the grouping. 

South side 

The MiTower Restaurant at P 3Fad Grace Street (1274857-035)built in 1955 is typical of the chain restaurants being 
built during that era. In recent yean the buildings has lost its lame roof top sign and no longer contributes to the architectural . - . - -
characte,of the disbict. 

Adjacent to the White Tower Restaurant is an interssting row of live dwellings built W e e n  1881 and 1892 in the Second 
Empire and Richardsonian Romanesque styles. They were all altered in the mid-twenties by store front additions but the 
second and third floors retain much of their original character. Four of the houses offer a variety of interpretations of 
Richardsonian Romanesque influenced designs. The S. D. Crenshaw House, 219East Grace Street (1274857-036)built in 
1892,iscondruded of h e m  ru&atcd stone. It has a steep mansard roof, bay window and a large hip-roofed dormer. The 
storefront, added ca. 1925,is in the Italian Renaissance style. The gracefully arched display window k surrounded by 
rusticated stone work. The upper portion of the diiplay window is composed of many small panes of glass. The simple 
entablature issupportedby a single centered bracket At either end of the parapet are posts decoratedwith cawed cartouches. 
Of note isthe metal canopy suspended by chains. 

Built in 1882.the T. E. Gill House. Grace Street (127-0857-037)is also constructed of rusticated stone. Ithas a bay 
windowwith an open balcony on the thW floor m e d  with a steeply pitched octagonal roof. In comparison to 21 9 East Grace -
&&(1274857436)the &refront here is architecturally undknguished. 

The Samuel Cohen House, 215(127-0857438),built in 1889comMnes brick with stone accents. Italso 
features a round bay with an own balconv on the third floor and conical roof topped with a finial. The storefront added ca. 
1925 is reminiscent of the Italianate iron-frbnts on Main Street with its cast entablature and end brackets. 

The George D. Ww House, 213Grace Streef (127-0857439)built in 1881 was designed by Capt. Marion Johnson 
Dimmock, one of Richmond's most prolhic architects of the p o e i v i l  War period. The Wise House (127-0857-039)features 
exceptanally fine kickwork in the cornice and the gabled pediment above the dormer. The storefront, added ca. 1925,was 
classically inspired. A classical entablature with a balwtraded parapet is suspended between end posts which are topped with 

l3 Winthmp. DnvnlDwnRichmond. 116 
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urns. The brick work on the comer posb has a subtle diamond pattern. The lower portion of the storefront was heavily altered 
by the installation of vertical aluminum panels. 

The Wallerstein House, 21 1 F& Grace Street (I 274857-040) built in 1886 is typical example of Second Empire w i n g  with 
ikJtraightsided mansard roof that isedged top and bottom with an intricately decorated entablature and dormers with highly 
ornamented crowns. The lacy cresiing at the roof line is a beautiful example of this decorative element that was once so 
common in the city. The storefront features slender paired columns supporting an entablature that is topped with delicate 
decorative iron work. The canted storefront is composed of many small panes of glass and a multi-light door. The eastern 
portion of the storefront was remodeled in an inappropriate manner. 

The last building on thik side of the block is 201 Fast Grace Stre@ (1274857-041) a three story brick and concrete parking 
deck erected in 1977. Thk building does not contribute to the architectural character of the d i i c t .  

100 BLOCK EAST GRACE STREET 

North side 

The Southern Bank building at Grace Streat (127-0857-042) was built in 1956. It is a modernistic granite box and 
does not contribute to the architectural character of the district. 

One of the latest examples of the Art Dew on Grace kthe Sydnor & Hundley building designed in 1931 by Carneal & Johnson 
106- 108 Fast Grace (1274857480). The use of four tapering pylons gives the five story building a skyscraper-like 
effect and the use of black and yellow brick set In a decorative pattern give the facade an effect not found in monochromatic 
buildings. The cawed ornamentation is composed mostly of circles and zigzags. 

South side 

The Hammond Company Flow Shop, 121(1274857443) was designed by William Lawrence Bottomley 
in 1923. fhiskthe only commercial building in the cily by Bottomley who was better known for his magnificent Neo-Classical 
residences. The Hammond building na simple three story stuccoed mass with a first story arcade, applied quoins at the 
corners and a uniquely carved entablature. 

The commercial buildings at 117 - I19 F a  Grace Streat (1274857-044) were built in 1932 in the Art Deco style. 'The 
placement of ornamentation and numbers on broad, blank surfaces is archhcturally effective. It serves to emphasize the 
elegant and modish quality of the decorations themselves."" 

The building at 115 Grace Stred (1274857445) is an unadorned brick box constructed in the 1950s. It does not 
contribute to the architectural character of the d i i c t .  

The Investment Realty Company building located at jjJ&@ Grace S m  (1274857446)was designed by Henry Carl 
Messerschmidt in 1930. It isan excellent example of lush M Deco style carving; fluted panels flank the storefront, a frieze 
of stylibed flowers andsunbursEs exk& above the storefront between intricately cawed rondels, and a scrollwork entablature 
completes the composition. 

l4 Winthmp. Downtown Richmond, 117 
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Built in 1926 the commercial building at- Grace S t r a  (127-0857-047)and i05  Fast Grace Street (127-0857448) 
are in the Classical Revival style. A balustrade extends between large rusticated piers with smaller rusticated piers dividing 
the building into four bays. Each ofthe small piers is topped with a decorative shield. The storefront at 109 East Grace Street 
(127485747) has been harmed by unsympathetic alterations. While altered the simple classical details used at 
Grace (127-0857448) maintains character of the building. 

The Joseph P. W~nstonHouse built in 1874 at L93 East Grace Street (127-222)is an exceptionally good example of Second 
Empireslyle architecture. The 2-lE&ry brick dwelling has the trademark mansard roof and dormers. However, the ogee 
form of the roof is very unusual, straigMor concave roof shapes are far more common. Of particular note is the exuberant 
iron porch. W W  b spiral columns, heavy balustrade and sunburst spikes, the porch defies conventional architectural 
descriptions. Itis almost certainly not a product of Ri~hmond."'~ The W~nston House is also exceptional because it is one of 
the few residential buildings that was not altered in the 1920s to accommodate a store. The house is set back from the 
sidewalk and the small front yard isenclosed by a granh curb and iron fenw. It offers a rare glimpse at what Grace Street 
usedto look like at the turn of the nineteenth century. The Winston House (127-222) is l i iin the National Register as part 
of the Winston House H'ioric D i i c t .  

One of the earliest examples of Spanishinfluenced design is the Richmond Art Company -e Street (127-222). 
built in 1919,and designed by Duncanh,who was best known as a prolific designer of residential buildings. The three-story, 
stuccoed building has a sophisticated composition with the decorative elements clustered in the center of the Grace Street 
facade. Atile roof supported by paired brackekforms a canopy on the first story. The second story is a romantic composition 
of casementwindows, iron rails,twu r n  and two lions and a centered, hipped roof. The treatment is reminiscent of a garden 
gate and fence. The third floor has a trademark triple arcade flanked by casement windows. The Richmond Art Company 
(127-222) is listed in the National Register as part of the Winston House H ' i r i c  District. 

qpSl OCK FAST GRACE STREU: 

North side 

The building at 14-76 East Grace Stre# (127085749) erected c. 1945 is a one story collection booth for the surface parking 
lot which encompasses the eastern end of the block. This building does not contribute to the architectural character of the 
d i i c t .  

The one story brick building at 12(127-0857-050) built c. 1925 has a slightly projecting center block and 
a cornice composed of two w u m s  of projecting brick laid on the diagonal. 

Carl Linder designed thii store for William J. Anderson 5 - 10 Fast m e  Stred (127-0857-051) in 1927 with a second story 
arcade flanked by pylons, whih a n  topped byshimlds. The moat interesting feature of the building is the heavily textured brick 
work. Wjth brick randomly jutling out: the inbicabcornice is c o m p d  of three layers of projecting bricks laid on the diagonal. 

The Cactus Restaurant at 2 Fast Grace Stred (127-0857-052)was built in 1930. Though small this building is elaborately 
treatedwith an arcade of spiral columns. lacy iron grills in the arches, heraldic symbols and evidence of polychromed walls. 

'' ~obettP .  Wlnmmp. Cast and wrought- The ~rchitechrral of~ichmond,Virpinia,(Richmond VA:William ~ y r d~ s t a h v ~  
Press. 1980). 47. 
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Ragland Row 33-17 Fast Grace Slm~t(127-317)builtIn 1858 by E. F. Ragland and Company are the only sunriving residential 
sbuclures from the antebellum priod. They are typical 'of a type frequently built as investments in the late 1850s."" These 
buildings blend the characteristics of Greek Rsvival style houses with the new ltalianate style influences as seen in the 
bracketed cornice, molded window lintels and the arched door surrounds. Mary W~ngfield Scott's note indicate that these 
buildings originally had "very attradhre iron verandahs". The carriage house or servants qualtsr sunrives behind this block of 
Greek Revival dwallings that are l i i in the National Register as part of the Zero Block East Franklin Street Hktoric D i c t .  

The building at 11 EastGrace(1270857-053) was built in 1928as a small shop with a residence above for John Fahed. 
Built in the Spanish Revival sMe the buildii features an arcade of French doon on the second floor with an iron balcony and 
a tile roof. The remainder of the block,w h i i  included a Second Empire style dwelling and a Spanish Revival style commercial 
building designed by Charles Phillips, was demolished in the 1980sto make way for a surface parking lot. 

00 BLOCK WEST GRACE STREET 

south s& 

The one story metal clad commeraal building at 1 West Grace Street (127-0857-054) of unknown date does not contribute 
to the architectural character of the d i c t .  

The Mallory House built in 1875 at 3 W. Grace Street (1270857-055) is a good example of an ltalianate style dwelling. The 
building d i w t h e  wrlical massing and heaw hdceted cornices characteristic of the We.  The Mallow House has ornate 
bracketed&&low crowns aswell. i he  Malloi House was altered in 1920s by the addition of a classically inspired storefront. 

The John Kolbe Resburant Equipmentbuildingat5 -7 West Grace Stre@ (127-0857-056) was erected in 1923. Like several 
others in the district itwas designed by Carl Under in the Spanish Revival style. lt has the signature tile roof supported by 
cawed brackets and a ribbon window on the second story topped by panelswith rondels. 

The two-sbry brick commercial building at g West Grace Street (1270857457) has beon so heavily altered that it no longer 
contributesto the d i c t .  

The one-story brick building a t l i c e  Strea (127-0857-058)was built in 1915 as a shop for C. A. Labenberg. It was 
designed by Marcellus Wright in a simple classically inspired manner. 

500.300 andOCKS FAST BROAD STBEU: 

South side 

Until recenUy Woolworth's occupied the building located a t 5 0 9 (1274857-081). Designed in 1954 by the 
local archbdural firm of Cameal &Johnson is a four story brick Modeme building with three bands of square metal windows 
and a metal canopy that projects out over the sidewalk. The southwest corner is clad in poliihed granite which is separated 
from the brick portion of the building by a large vertical sign that wraps over the edge of the roof. 

'' Smtt. unpuffshedncfes. (Richmand. VA: Valentine Museum) 
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The W.T. Grant Store 319 - 321 Fad (127-0857-059) at the comer of Third and Broad, design by Baskenrill 8 
Son in I939 is a one of the few examples of a streamlined modem building in Richmond's downtown with its cuwed glass block 
wall and fine stone work. 

The Central National Bank building located at 219(127-309) was designed in I929 by John Eberson. The 
Central National Bank is thoughtto be an almost perfectexamole of a 1920sAft Deco skyscraper. The square nineteen-story 
tower tisesfrom a ~r iumphalkh baseto an &onal top heavily ornamented with ovetkbed polychromed decorations. For 
many yearsthe CNB building was the tall& in the dty of Richmond. This building is indMdually listed in the National Register 
of Hioric Places. 

700 to 100 BLOCKS EAST FRANKUN STREET 

North side 

The Mrginia Railway and Power Company Office building at 7 (127-0857-060) designed in 1912 by 
Alfred Charles 0-m isan exb'avaganza of A d a m e s q u e - i n s p i ~ e s  Bossom. an English architect who 
spentsome yean practiang in New York was a noted designer of tall office buildings. The three story base of the building is 
crowned by a classical entablalure wppoW by Corinthian pilasters. The windows are separated on the first and second story 
by iron Chippendale railings and on the second and third story by ornately cawed swags. The Franklin and Seventh Street 
enhnces am set Mby classical pediments. The shaflof the building is topped by a simpler entablature and arched windows. 
The entire building iscrowned by a crenelated parapet. The upper two stories are decorated with richly patterned brick work 
and W o r y  Palladian windows with ornately cawed archives. 

The Franklin Federal Savings and Loan building at w a d  Franklin Street (127-0857-061),built in 1940,was designed by 
Edward Francis Sinnott. It is one of the last period examples of large scale architectural ornamentation. ltis a brutalistic two 
story building with crenelated pylons, sheer stone walls with glass block inserts and large precast concrete eagles supporting 
flag poles. 

The building located a t 3 8- 512 East Franklin Street (127-0857-083), built in the 1930s, is a restrained example of Art Deco 
design typically found allor the stock market crash of 1929. Decoration on t h i  othetwise plain brick building is limited to bas- 
relief panels between the second story windows. 

The Imperial Tobacco Company building,422(127-0857-082) was designed in 1923 by Neff & Thompson. 
ClarenceAmos Neff and Thomas P. Thompson, Norfolk based archbcts, created a restrained Neo-Classical building. The 
first and second story vvindows are set in recessed panels, which give the building a vertical quality. The detailing is limited to 
the entablature separating the second and third stories and the richly cawed architrave at the entrance, which is crowned by 
a cornice supported by cawed consoles. 

Built in 1938,as a retail space for Yonan Persian Rugs, 214 East Franklin Street ( I  27-0857-063) was designed by Carl tinder. 
Decoration is limited to an ornamented colored band that outlines the top of the display windows and the entrance bay. The 
upper floors are a later addiion. 

The Bausch 8 Lomb building at East Franklin Streel (127-0857-064) built in 1940 is an extremely good example of 
shamlined modernism. The facade isan a b c t  arrangement of lines. Vertical lines accent the entrances on the first story 
and strong horizontal banding surrounds the second story windows. 
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Built for Milton Glaser Association. Inc. in 1928,210 East F r e m  (1274857465) was designed by Duncan Lee as a 
collection of Georgian shops. A brick court yard extends alone the western side of the building with the shops opening on to 
it. 'Picturesque groupings of shops have become well knwvhin the 1970s. but were rare in the 1920s."" 

The Medical Arts Building at 3 16 - 118 Fast F  w  Street (127-0857-088) is a seven4ory brick building erected in 1922. 
Itwas designedby Henry T. Bamham, mmlbing architect, and William Bernard Bates, engineer. This is a classicallyinspired 
buildingwith a stone base, brick shaft and projecting cornice. The Franklin Street facade is an asymmetrical compoJition of 
paired and single windows wparated by vertical piers. The rooftop gables with comer turrets is a later addition of uncertain 
date. 

100 BLOCK NORTH SEVENTH STREET 

Designed by Carl Ruehrmund j00 - 102 Elpdh Seventh Stre6 (1274857467) was built in 1909 for A. S. Wallerstein and 
Richard Moore. The first story of this twogtory brick commercial building has been altered. The entrance isset diagonally at 
the comer with a stepped parapet. The second story windows are set in recessed panels with corbeled brick work and 
Chippendale transoms. A classical entablature unifies the composition. 

The commercial building all04 - 108 w e v e n t h  Stre@ (1274857488) was built in the 1950s and does not contribute to 
the architectural character of the d id.  

The building atlQM&~rth SevenU~ St& (1274857084)was erected in 1917. E. L. Bass was the builder. The two story bnck 
building is inlaid with stone cut In geometric patterns and the stepped parapet has a stone coping. The triple wndow on the 
second floor is reminiscent of Spanish-inspired designs. 

Designed by architect D. Wiley Anderson in 1909 the building at 112Sewnth Street (127-0857489) was so heavily 
altered in the 1950s that it no longer conbibubs to the architectural character of the d i c t .  

The building at 114 - 116 (1274857-085), built in 1895, was designed by Carl Ruehrmund in the 
ltalianate style. The building is dinguished by a second story arcade. 

100 BLOCK NORTH SIXTH STREET 

East si& 

One of the earliest examples of MDeco styling in the d i disthe Richmond Garage, 307 North SiStreet (1274857468). 
Built in 1927 the parking deck was designed by Lee, Smith and Van der Voort. The decoralive motifs on this building are 
derived from the automobile. The major pylons are topped by eagles bearing radiators and the intermediate verlical elements 
are terminated by wheels. 
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100and 200 BLOCKS NORTH FIFTH STREET 

Fast side 

The Hotel John Marshall 1 0 1 1(127-0857-069) designed by Marcellus Wright in 1927 blends classical design 
with the Art Deco decorative elements. The uahaped building tapers as it rises from its limestone base to the rooftop 
ballrooms. The Fifth Street entrance is a triumphal arch, flanked by niches, with cartouches and wags above and crowned 
by a cawed balustrade baring the hotel's name. There is a richly ornamented metal canopy suspended on chains at the 
enhnce. The base isdecorated with bas-reliefs of vases filled with flowers and fruit and recessed panels. The upper floors 
are sheathed in brilliantly colored terra cotta. 

West side 

Built in 1947the commercial building at 112- 114 Fifth Street (127-0857-070) with bunadorned, sheer stone walls is 
a good example ofthesbippeddown buildings preferred in the years following World War II. This plain building was designed 
by Marcellus Wright. 

The one-story, brick restaurant building at 3 10 North Fifth Street (127-0857-077) was built c. 1980and does not contribute to 
the architectural character of the d i d .  

An elegant Modeme storefront= NorthFRhStreet (127-0857-086) was built in the 1930sand features limestone sheathing 
of unusually large slabs and a single large window on the second story surmounted by a cawed medallion. The cornice is a 
simple fluted band. 

100BLOCK NORTH FOURTH STREET 

Designedby Cameal8 Johnson as omces for the Richmond News Leader in the 195083I I North Fourth Street (127-0857-
087) isan example of a post World War IImodem building with it smooth stone cladding and ribbons of multi-paned windows. 
This building is similar in character to several others found in the dktrict. 

100and 200 BLOCKS NORTH THIRD STREFT 

West s i b  

The buildings at114 -I18North Third StCppf (127-0857-071) epitomize the conversion of residenlial buildings to commercial 
use. In the 19205, an elaborate Spanish R M l  facade was added to a row of three-story, nineteenth century dwellings. The 
new facade isa well organized biparlitacompdllon. The three blocks are separated by vertical recessed panels which extend 
from the belt course to the entablature. The three blocks are further emphasized by the treatment of the parapet. The first 
story features a ceniml storefront with engaged spiral columns and flanking display windows, all with spindle-work transoms. 
The sewnd story has ribbons of three casement windows divided by engaged spiral columns and the third story has French 
doors set in arched recessed panels. The French doors open onto iron balconies supported by paired consoles. 
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The three-story brick structure at 209 North Third Street (127-0857-072) built in 1879 is a typical example of a Victorian 
commercial building. 

Steamer Company B built in 1877 at 207 Third StLQBt (1270857473) Is a good example of the ltalianate style. The 
building d i iays the vertical massing and heavy bracket& cornices characteristic of the m e .  Steamer Company B 'has l i e  
of the elaboration generally asso&ed with fire W o n  design in the lsth century."" Of note are the wide arch-topped windows 
on the second and third stoties above the building's original door. Like many others in the district the first story was altered in 
the 1920s to accommodate a retail establishment. 

100 AND 200 BLOCKS NORTH SECOND STREET 

West side 

The building at 114 North Second Street (127-0857-074) is one of few nineteenth century carriage houses to be found in 
downtown. It is a large and impressbe building. The I-lk2-story brick building has a hipped. slate roof with recessed dormers 
and a cupola. Even though the storefront is less than appropriate the building retains much of its original character. 

East side 

The building at201 North Second (127-0857-075) is identical to those found around the corner at 200-208 East Grace 
Street (127-0857-034). Corinthian pilasters support a classical entablature and paneled parapet. This building retains the . . . . -
multi-paned frieze with supar-impo& arches. 

Built in 1910 as the U. S. Post Office Central Station, 203 North Second Street (127-0857-076) is a modest brick Classical 
Revival building featuring fanlights over the central entrance door and flanking windows, a classical entablature, and quoins 
at the corners. 

100 and 200 BLOCKS NORTH F O U W E  STRFFT 

East side 

The building at109 - 111 North Fo- (1274857-078), built in the 1920s, is an unusual example of a small apartment 
building. The building didisplays element$ of the Spsnish Revival stvle including a tile roof and features and interesting entrance -
treatment and arch& wind& and implied balcony on the third-story. 

Built in 1840,l13 North Foushee Street (127-0857-079) was the kitchen to the Royal Parrish House, which stood at 1 East 
Grace Street. Thb simple Greek Revival style building has been resorted and converted to resideniial use. 

The commercial building at 297 - 209 North Foushee Street (127-0857-090) was built in the 1890s in the ltalianate style. It 
has a cast iron store front and unusually large triple windows on the second and third stories. The first story has been altered 
in recent years but the building still retains much of its original character. 
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Address 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Streat 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 


Parcel& 
W000-0004-020 
woo0-0003-001AX)o18 
WOOO-0009-014 
w000-0008001 
W000-0016-013N0138 
W000-0015-012 
WOO0-0015-008 
W000-001 5-005 
W000-0015-001 
W000-0015-001 
W000-0025-015 
W000-0025-016 
W000-0025-018 
wo00-0025-019 
WOOO-0025-020 
w000-0025-022 
W000-0025-023 
W000-0025-024 
W000-0024406 
W000-0024403 
W000-0024401 
w000-0036411 
W000-0036-013 
W000-0036414 
W000-0036-015 
w000-0036-017 
W000-0036-018 
W000-0036-020 
W000-0035-006 
W000-0035-001 
W000-0046015 
W000-0049-016 
W000-0049-017 
w000-0048009 
W000-0048008 
W000-0046-007 
W000-0048-006 
W000-0048005 
w000-0064-021 
w000-0063-010 
WOOO-0063-008 
W000-0063-006 
WOO0-0083-005 
W000-0063-003 
W000-0084418 
W000-0084-019 
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Address 

East Grace Street 

East Grace Street 

West Grace Street 

West Grace Street 

West Grace Street 

East Broad Street 

East Broad Street 

East Broad Street 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Stmet 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Street 

East Franklin Street 

North Seventh Street 

North Seventh Street 

North Seventh Street 

North SiStreet 

North FRh Street 

North Fifth Street 

North F'Rh Street 

North Fourth Street 

North Third Street 

North Third Street 

North Third Street 

North Second Street 

North Second Street 

North Second meet 

North Foushee Street 

North Foushee Street 

North Foushee Street 


nd Parcel # 
w000-0084421 
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NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

Addrers 

East Grace Street 
East Grace Street 
East Grace Street 
East Grace Street 
East Grace Street 
East Grace Street 
West Grace Street 
West Grace Streel 
North FifthStreet 
North Seventh Street 
North Seventh Street 

Citv of Richmond Parcel # 
W000-0036-019 
WOOO-0048-010 
WOOO-0048-001 
WOO0-0064-015 
W000-0063-007 
WOOO-0084-012~014 
WOO0-0104-011 
W000-01 04-006 
WOOO-0024409 
w000-0008-013 
WOOO-0008-010 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCFS PRMOUSLY IISTFD IN THF NATIONAI RFGISTFR 


Address 
600 East Grace Street 
409 East Grace Street 
216 - 226 East Grace Street 
21 9 East Broad Street 
103 East Grace Street 
101 East Grace Street 
13 - 17 East Grace Street 

Citv of Richmond Parcel # 
WOOO-0009-018N18B 
WOOO-0024-004 
WOOO-0048012 
WO00-0049-008D09 
W000-0063-002 
W000-0083-002 
WOOO-0083-010101 ID12 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

When Richmondwas incorporatedas a town in 1742,it had a population of 250 and covered approximately Wo-tenths of a 
mile from 97th to 25th Streets and from the James River to Broad Street. Retail and commercial development was 
concentrated in Shockoe Valley onthe west and residences sprang up on Church Hlll and Main Streetto the east. Between 
1790 and 1819, Richmond grew from a town to a city. It was the seat dthe  legislature and related courts of law. Long a 
center of trade Richmond was becoming a manufacturing center wifh mills for the processing of wheat, corn,cotton and 
tobacco. The city was also a major producer of coaches, soap and candles. Spurred by expanding industry and trade, the 
firstbankswere founded in Richmond during this period thus making Richmoncl a financial center as wet[. By 1817, the city's 
population had swelled to 14,328 Inhabitants. Court End, the area north of Broad Street between 9th and 13thStreets, was 
the new, desirable residential area and inresponse retail and commercialdevelopment beganto appear along Broad Street. 
Duringthe 1830sand 1840sdwellingsfor some of Richmond'smost prominent cilkens were bullt along Grace, Franklinand 
South Fifth Streets. 

On the eve of the CivilWar, Richmond hed a populationof 37,9f0 and had*become the third mostaffluent city in the nation, 
wiih a per apiCa wealth of $1,593.42. Ninety-one manufacturing establishments (52 of which were tobacco @ants)employed 
more than 11,000 workers. Tobacco, flour, and iron were indeed the capital industries."'' On April 3.1885 retreating 
Confederatetroops set fire to the munitionsdepots, the fire spread and engulfedthe area from Main Street to tohe River and 
from 8th to 18thSbwb. Eventhoughthe evacuation firedestroyed much of Richmond'sbusiness and manufacturingdistrict 
the industriesthat had alBibutedtothe c@"sprosperilyinthe proceedingyears were still viable and attracted capital investment. 
'Recovery was phoenix Itke. ks the Dispatch reported in its December 9th issue,...Wrginiatscapital displayed 'an instance of 
enterprise almost miraculous...Richmond has sprung up to n new life, and renewed her energles with all the vrgor of youth.' 
Richmondthen would enter upon a vasf economic expansion reasserting belf  as the premiere city of the South. 

The turning of the iw~ntiethcentury broughtwith tt changes that would forever alter downtown Richmond, especially Grace 
and Franklin Streek. Richmond exemplified the new swth with its diverse economic base and rapidly expanding population. 
In1890,the city had a populafianof81,388which more than doubled to 171,667 by 1920. The Richmond Traction Company, 
Iabr known as the Virginia Pa-nger and Power Company, was organized in 1895and operated electric street cars on Broad 
Street from Chimborazo Hill to Reservoir Park. By 1828, just under 86 miles of strggtcar tracks were completed. The 
expansionof the wstrolley system brought with it the development of the suburbs. MonumentAvenue was hid out in I880 
as were Ginter Park, Barton Heightsand Bon Air. The suburbs offered retief from the congestionof the urban areas. 'Unlike 
the rigidtown house,which was reshined by the hitjacket of small city lots, the suburban house could be free and informal, 
with sun porch= and vmndas opening intogardenson allsides."' Windsor Farmswas laid out in the 1920s. Improvemen& 
in transportation and suburban growth ended Grace and Franklin Streek'era of residentialprominence. Many of the large 
houses were converted to privatecluk and schoolsand were later demolished bmake way for new retail and commercial 
development. 

Economicallythe dly thrived during the firstdecades of the henfieth centuryand with this prasperity came disposable income 
and a needfor placesto spend 8. As wastyptcal in many city's duringthis era fashionable deparhnentstoresgrew in popularity 
as did small specialty shop. With dwindling downtown residential growth, Grace Street was ripe for redevelopment as a 

19 Ward, I#ustrafedHrstpty,81 

Ward, Mustrated HIstoty,  148. 
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premier retail~ n t e r .Thalhimers Department%re beganinRichmondas a tiny dry goods store in 1842 on North 17thStreet 
between Maln and Franklin. A few years later it moved to a larger store at 4 8th and Main which was destroyed in the 
evacuation fire. In 1870, Thalhimers moved to the first of several Broad Street locations. Wdh rapidly expanding sales, 
Thalhimers moved to a be-story buildingwith an 82-foot frontage on Broad Street beefwen S i h  and Seventh in 1822. In 
191I,the Thalhimers m c e  building and Sydnor & Huntley showroom was erected at 7th and Grace. The store expanded 
to Grace Street in 1939. Miller & Rhodes opened in 1885 at t 17 East Broad Street and a year later moved b a larger store 
at 509 East BroadSkeet "Withthe completion of L1921addion -something over 200,000 square feet -the store occupied 
the entire Grace Streetfrontagebetween 5th and 6th Streds..." 0.H.Berry & Company, later Berry-Burk Company, opened 
in 1897at Tenth and Main. In 1926, at a cost of $203,500 a new store was erected at Grace and S i h  Stre&. 

"Almost overnight, Grace changed from a street lined with housesto one lined with 
shops. And inhemid-I=&, with ths compleljon of the Miller & Rhoadsaddtbion,the 
Thaltrimer's annex, the new IW r y  American National Bank Building at the corner 
of 4th and Grace and the Grace Street Bank and Trust Company's skyscraper at 3rd 
Street, Grace Street came into its own. Other modsrn arid attractive business 
houses, smooth paving of ail sidewalks between 1st and 9th, jitneys and bus 
transportationand plenty of lightinggave assurance that Grace Street entered on a 
new period of progressand prosperity."z5 

Duringthis period, 'Richmond viewed itself as cosmopolitan and sophisticated, not a provincial backwater. A direct outgrowth 
of !hiisview was a strong preference for hiring architects from New York, Phltadsfphiaand Washington. The combinationof 
outside talent mixing with the local created an architectural character that is distinctive and handsome and makes the 
archltechrre of downtown Richmond the finest in the Stabm The Grace Street Commercial Historic Olstrict is signmcant as 
a wlledon of eadyWentieth century retail buildings that were built in a nineteenth century residentiaIneighborhood, remnants 
of which are also significant. The buildings represent over one hundred years of continuous development and a variety of 
nineteenthand twentieth century archicturalstyleewhich givesGrace Street a qira l i  found in few other places. The richness 
of detailand executionisunparalleled in Richmond. The buildings represent a collective body of work by some of the leading 
early twentieth century architects in Richmond and New York. Not only did the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
see the academic revivals of many archlteckrral styles, including Gothic, Tudor, Georgian, Spanish Colonial, and Italian 
Renaissance,the era also saw the introduction of new stytes that were less based on the past, like the Chicago School, Art 
Deco and Moderne. 

James K Sanford,editor, A Century of Cornmew 1867-1967,(Rihmond, VA: RichmondChamber of Cornmree, 1967), 
123. 

Sanford, Century of Commerce, 127 

Winthrop, Richmond's Amhitedure,21 
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NINETFENTH CENTURY ARCHrT'FCTURAl S T Y W  

In the early decades of the new nation the United States abandoned the Georgian style of architecture and adopted new design 
ideas inspired by the writings and drawings of the Scottish brothers Robert and John Adams. Known as Adameque or 
Federal, the style was typified bysquare or rectangular houses mnshcted of brick or frame, three stories high with low hipped 
roofs. The most noticeable change was in columns and moldings which Were narrow, chaste and delicate compared to the 
robust features of the earlier Georgian style."= Exterior decoration was confined to porches and entrance motifs. door and 
window openings often incorporated fan and oval forms. Major changes occurred on the interior, as well, rooms were no 
longer square or rectangular but often oval or octagonal. Fully paneled walls disappeared and mantels. door and window 
frames, ceilings and cornices were richly ornamented with delicately cawed urns, swags and rosettes. 

(127-0857-020) 405 East Grace Street Tompkins House 1820 

Greek Reviva 

Thomas JeffersonSsVlrginia State Capitol building erected in Richmond in 1787 is believed to be the first Greek Revival style 
building erected in the United States. Jefferson took him inspiration from the Maison Carree a Greek temple in Nimes. France. 
The proliferation of Greek temple-form buildings in the United S t a b  was so great that in 1842 architect Alexander Jackson 
Davis complained that itwas 70distinguish between a church, a bank and a hall of justice."= Oddly enough the city 
in which Jefferson's temple was built did not share the rest of the country's enthusiasm, only two houses and half a dozen 
public buildings adopted thisstyle. In Richmond, following a long economic depression that lasted from 1819 to the late 1830s, 
"someonewemsto have worked out a formula thatulilired the details of Greek decoration to make a house within the means 
of people of medium as well as great fo~tune." The style became so popular in the city that itwas practiced long after the 
CMIWar. Houses tended to be narmwnrith a flat or low pitched roof. Moldings became bold and simple, the friezes of heavy 
cornices were unadorned, and round columns or pilasters supported heavy porticoes. The arches and fan lights seen in 
Adamesque houses were replaced with horizontal transoms and sidelights. 

(127-0857-07s) 11 3 North Foushee Street Royal Parrkh House, kitchen 1840 
(1 27-31 7) 13 - 17 East Grace Street Ragland Row 1858 

Gothic Reviva 

During the early years of the nineteenth century a romantic movement swept the United States and Europe which greatly 
influencesstyles in lkerature, art and ardhcture. The Gothic Rdval style was not wildly popular in the United States perhaps 
because it came from England and was aswdabdwith the aristocracy. Influenced by the romantic movement and a growing 
d i c t i o n  with the consbaints of classical architecture, Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew Jackson Downing advocated 

Poppeliers. What Styls Is If?, 14. 

26 P o p p l m ,  What .S?@ Is If?. 15. 

27 
Maw WingW Scatt.Houses of OM m c h m d ,  (New York. NY: Bonanza Books. Crown Publishers,Inc..1941). 183. 
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the use of the Gothic Revival style for country houses. Because of the religious symboliim associated with Gothic architecture 
r also became popular in the design of churches. The Gothic Revival style was 'distinguished by pointed arches that could 
ingeniously be combinedvvith towers, crenellation, steep gable roofs, lacy bargeboards, verandas, clustered columns, foliated 
ornaments, bay and oriel windows, tracery and leaded stain glass."" The writings of John Ruskin, an English architectural 
theorist. advocated the use of boldly contrasting colors of stone and brick to create polychromatic patterns. 

(1 27-321) 
(127-0857-023) 

409 East Grace Street 
316 East Grace Street 

Centenary Methodist Church 1874 
1910 c. 

ltalianate 

Like the Gothic Revival style, Italienate a r c h i i r e  was inspiredbythe romantic movement. Because, the ltalianate style could 
be picturesque like the Gothic or restrained like the classical it nearly became a national style by the 1850s. Again the works 
of Alexander Jackson Davis and Andrew Jackson Downing enhanced the styles popularity. In urban areas, ltalianate 
influences were seen in row houses and commercial buildings that incorporated bracketed eaves and either round-headed 
windows or classical archihaves made easier by the mid-nineteenth century with the introduction of mass produced cast and 
pressed metal decorative elements. 

(1 27-0857-055) 3 W& Grace Street Mallory House 
(1 27-0857-073) 207 North Third Street Steamer Company B 
(127-0857-072) 209 North Third Street 
(1 27-0857-090) 207 - 209 North Foushee Street 
(127-0857-085) 114- 116 North Seventh Street 

Second Em~i rg  

Inspired by the architecture of France during the reign of Napoleon 111 (1852-1870), the Second Empire style was popular in 
the United Statesin the 1860s and 1870s. The most universal characteristic of the style is the mansard, a double-pitched roof 
with a steep lower slope, often covered with decorative patterns of colored or textured roofing materials and topped by lacy 
iron cresting. Second Empire buikllngs also featured projecting and receding wall surfaces, dormers in the lower slope of the 
roof and bracketed eaves. 

(1 27-222) 103 East Grace Street Joseph P. Winston House 1874 
(1 27-0857-029) 300 East Grace Street 1876 
(127-0857-040) 21 1 East Grace Street Wallerstein House 1886 

Richardsonian Romanesque buildings are always constructed of masonry and oilen combine brick and stone in one or more 
contrasling colors and textures to create decorative wall patterns. Round-topped arches over windows or as porch supporb 
are also characteristic of the style as are asymmetrical facades with projecting or receding wall surfaces. 

(127-0857-039) 21 3 East Grace Street George D. W B ~  House 
(1 27-0857-037) 217 East Grace Street T. E. Gill House 
(127-0857-038) 215 East Grace Street Samuel Cohen House 
(1 27-0857-036) 219 East Grace Street S. D. Crenshaw House 

Poppeliefs. M a tStyle 1s it?. 18. 
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TWFNTlFTH CENTURY ARCHrrFCTURAL STYLES 

Neoclassical or Ge- 

BYthe end ofthe nineteenth century, American architects were being educated at the Ecole des Beaux-Ark in France or were 
being trained in America in the tradition of the Ecole, which placed an emphasis on the academic study of Greek and Roman 
structures. In the United Statesthe emphasis on academic Adyofard~b&ral forms led to the revival of many ancient styles 
of architecture including the resurrection of America's colonial past Neo-classical, or Georgian Revival, is the most widely 
represented style on Grace Street The buildings took on many forms from small shops to skyscrapers but their designs drew 
from rich decorative motik derived from Georgian and Adamesuqe buildings. 

114 North Second Street Caniage house 
100- 102 North Seventh Street WallersteinMoore Building 
203 North Second Street United States Post Office 
700 East Franklin Street Virginia Railway and Power Company 
508 - 512 East Grace Street Miller & Rhoads 
406 - 41 0 East Grace Street Kaufman & Company Building 
116- 118 East Franklin Street Medical Arts Building 
422 East Franklin Street Imperial Building 
420 East Grace Street Montaldo's 
200 - 206 East Grace Street Corley Company Building 
121 East Grace Street Hammond's Flower Shop 
201 North Second Street 
402 East Grace Street American National Bank Branch 
109 East Grace Street 
105 East Grace Street 
412 East Grace Street Shepard Building 
101 North FfthStreet Hotel John Marshall 
21 0 East Franklin Street Milton Glaser Association, Inc. 
21 6 - 226 East Grace Street Broad and Grace Street Arcade 
11 West Grace Street 
509 - 505 East Grace Street 
509 - 513 East Grace Street 

During the first decades of the tweM century there was a renewed interest in the architecture of Spain and Mexico, a trend 
began in California, Texas and Florida where original Spanish Colonial buildings occurred. Given several names including 
W o n  Style, Spanish €deck and Spanish Colonial, the style is characterized by smooth wall surfaces, often stuccoed, and 
tile roofs. Undulating parapets and a wide variety of applied and cawed decorative embellishments are often incorporated. 
Because ofthe many inbrpmWon that are possible, Spanish Revival buildings can range from the very simple and restrained 
to the exuberant and fanciful. 

(1 27-0857-084) 108 North Seventh Street 

(1 27-222) 101 East Grace Street RichmondArt Company 

(127-0857471) 114 - 11 8 North Third Street 
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109- 11 1 North Foushee Street 
5 - 7 West Grace Street John Kolbe Restaurant Equipment 
414 East Grace Street Stieff Piano Company Building 
12 East Grace Street 
515 - 523 East Grace Street 
6 - 10 East Grace Street W. J. Anderson Building 
404 East Grace Street Foster Studio 
600 East Grace Street Loew's Theater 
I I East Grace Street John Fahed Company Building 
214 East Grace Street Corley Company Building 
422 East Grace Street W. J. Anderson Building 
2 East Grace Street Cactus Restaurant 

Like the other revival styles discussed, details for these buildings were drawn directly from historic proto-types. Unlike the 
earlier ltalianate movement, these buildings did not merely mimic decorative elements but they also drew from the massing 
and materials of buildings constructed during the Renaissance. These buildings are generally brick or stuccoed and scored 
to look like stone, have ground floor arcades and projecting cornices supported by brackets. 

(127-085741 9) 415 East Grace Street Methodist Publishing House 1921 
(1 274857406) 525 - 529 East Grace Street Berry-Burk 1928 

Chicaao School 

The Chicago School style is named for the city where new technologies and materials were first exploited to produce the 
skeleton-framed skyscraper. Chicqo School buildings are tall and rectangular, usually more than sa stories and fewer than 
twenty with a flat roof. The trademarks of those buildings are large expanses of glass and articulation of the structure with 
vertical decorative memben between the window. Like classical style buildings. Chicago Style buildings are also generally 
wmpoeed in thrm sodons consisting of the base, the shaft and an elaborate and boldly projecting cornice. There are three 
examples of this architectural style on Grace Street. 

(1 274857401) 700 East Grace Street Thalhimer Brothen Business Office 191 1 
(127-0857-031 301 East Grace Street Grace Street Bank and Trust Company 1922 
(1 27-085741 8) 400 East Grace Street Grace American Building 1922 

Modem Move- 

The Art Dew and other modem movements in architecture were a conscious rejection of revivalist architecture. The literature 
at the time declared that 'the reprodudns, imitalions, and counterfeits of ancient styles will be strictly pr~hibited.'~ Essentially 
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a stvle of decoration that could be amlied to all manner of obieck. the Art Deco influences a ~ ~ e a r e d  - .- in buildinas between 
1920 and 1940. Walls were coverb;l with concrete, smooth-kci stone and metal with acddnts in terra cotta, glass and 
colored mirrors. Polychrome was also a frequent element of the design. Ornamentation took the form of zigzags, chevrons 
and other stylied and geometric motifs and buildings took on a vertical emphasis with towers and projections above the roof 
line. 

(1 274857488) 107 North S i i Street Richmond Garage 
(127-0857-026) 306 East Grace Street Commercial Building 
(1 27-0857-002) 701 East Grace Street Chesapeake (L Potomac Telephone Co. 
(1 27-309) 21 9 East Broad Street central National Bank 
(1 27-0857-033) 208 East Grace Street O.P. Brisner Store 
(127-0857-027) 304 East Grace Street P. C. Abbott Store Building 
(127-0857-048) 11 1 East Grace Street Investment Realty Company 
(1 27-0857-083) 508 - 512 East Franklin Street 
(1 27-0857-081) 106- 108 East Grace Street Sydnor & Hundley Store Building 
(1 27-0857444) 117- 119 East Grace Street 
(1 27-0857-063) 214 East Franklin Street Yonan Persian Rug Company 

Moderne or Art Moderne 

Modernistic styles were inspiredbythe shamlined industrial designs for ships, airplanes and automobiles. Moderne buildings 
display smooth wall surfaces often stuccoed, sometimes of stone and occasionally of metal. These buildings place an 
emphasis on the horizontal by incorporating lines, grooves or halustrades. They often have flat roofs with a small ledge or 
coping atthe roof line and they often have cuwed corners. "The smooth surfaces, cuwed corners, and horizontal emphasis 
of the Art Moderne style all give the feeling that air streams could move smoothly over them."" 

314 East Grace Street 1930 
318-322 East Grace Street Store Building 1930 
308-312 East Grace Street Commercial Building 1932 
319 - 321 East Broad Street W.T. Grant Building 1939 
206 North F iStreet 1930 c, 
616 East Franklin Street Franklin Federal Savings and Loan 1940 
212 East Franklin Street Bausch & Lomb 1940 
509 East Broad Street Woolworth's 1954 

Stvle and Other Post World 

In the decadesseparaling World War Iand World War II,European a r c h i i  began to experiment with radical new designs 
which exploited the materials and technology of the day. The basis of this revolution was the use of a structural skeleton that 
was covered with a nonatructural skin, windows and expanses of glass ware often a part of the skin. Wall surfaces were 
unornamented except for an occasional expression of the underlying structure and roof lines went unexpressed. 

(1 27-0857-030) 333 East Grace Street Richmond News Leader 1922 
(1 27-0857-003) 612 East Grace Street Thalhimers Department Store 1939 

30 Virginia and Lee McAl&er. A Fm/dGuide To Amencan HWSBS. (New Ym,NY: Alfred A. Knopf, lnc.. 1985). 4 €W€6 

-1 
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(1 274857-070) 112- 114 North FM Street Lane Bryant 

(1 27-0857421) 401-403 East Grace Street Bank of Virginia 

(1274857404) 809 East Grace Street Atlantic Life Building 

(127-0857488) 104- 106 North Seventh Street 

(1 274857487) 11 1 North Fourth Street Richmond News Leader 


ARC C  A  N  D  I  HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Anderson. David (186Gl940) was a self-taught a r c h i i  and had established his practice in Richmond by 1895. Wiley 
has been described astalented and sliihtty eccentric. W e y  claimed to have designed hundreds of buildings but unfortunately 
none of his office records and drawings have survived. 

(127-0857-089) 112 North Seventh Street 1909 

Barnham.(1685-1937) studied engineering at the Newark Technical Instilute and Columbia University. He 
cameto Richmond in 1914 and had a brief partnership with Charles L. Hoftnann from 1920 to 1921. The bulk of h ipractice 
appears to have been dedicated to commercial and industrial buildings and a few residences. During his career he was 
responsible for the design of several downtown Richmond commercial buildings including: 

(1274857466) 116- 118 East Franklin Street Medical Arts Building 1922 
(1 274857416) 404 East Grace Street W. W. Foster Studios 1927 

]aaskewill. Henw F w (1867-1946) a native of Richmond, he studied engineering at Cornell University. Baske~ll  and 
William C. Noland formed a partnership in 1897 and won many important commissions in Richmond. After Noland's retirement 
in 1917, A h d  Garey Lambeftwas Beske~ll's partner from 1918-1931. In 1932 Baske~ll'o son. H. Colemen Baske~l l  joined 
the firm and the name was changed to BaskeNilli3 Son. The firm is still active. 

(1274857430) 333 East Grace Street Richmond N m  Leader Building 1922 
(1274857406) 525 - 529 East Grace Street Berry-Burk Co. Store Building 1925-1 928 
(127-0857-059) 31 9 - 321 East Broad Street W.T. Grant Building 1939 
(1274857-021) 401 -403 East Grace Street Bank of Virginia 1949 
(1 27-0857-007) 515 - 523 East Grace Street remodeling storefront, Ardley's 1951 

Bossom Alfred (1881-1965) an Englih architect, he came to the United States in 1903. He worked principally in 
New York and was noted as a designer of tall office buildings. He returned to England in 1926. 

(127-0857-WO) 700 East Franklin Street Virginia Railway and Power Company 1912-1 91 3 

Bottomkv.(1883-1951) studied architecture at Columbia University in New York, the American Academy 
in Rome and at the Ecoles des Beaux-Arts in Paris. Began hicareer in New York in 191 0 and earned a reputation as the 
designer of Colonial Revival residences for wealthy clients in Virginia. 

(1 27-0857-043) 121 East Grace Street Hammond Company Florist Building 1923 
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b Y I ( l 8 8 9 - 1 9 3 3 )  a native of Powhatan County, he studied architecture for many years with architect Marion 
J. Dimmock. He began hiindependentpractice in Richmond in 1892, in association with William Poindexter. In 1906, he was 
named Architect for the School Board. 

(1 27-0857-001) 700 East Grace Street Thslhimer Brothers Business Building 1910-191 1 

Cameal.(1881-1958) born in Richmond, he graduated from Virginia Military Institute in 1903. Worked as 
an estimating clerk in hisfatheh hardware concern. Sierding-Cameal-Davk Co. He began him architectural practice in 1906 
and in 1907heand James M. A. Johnson formed a partnership which isstill active in Richmond. 'A 1957 newspaper article 
estimated that Carneal &Johnson had designed 1,334 commercial and public structures." 

415 East Grace Street Methodist Publiihing House Building 
406-410 East Grace Street Kaufmann& Co. Store Building 
519-521 East Broad Street AdditionMiller & Rhoads 
615 East Broad Street Addiin-Thalhimer Bros. Store 
214 East Grace Street Corley Company Building 
422 East Grace Street W. J. Anderson Store Building 
108- 108 East Grace Street Sydnor & Hundley Store BuiMing 
7th and Grace Street Thalhimers Deparbnent Store 
609 East Grace Street Atlantic Life m c e  and Parking Garage 
509 East Broad Street Woolworth's 
IIINorth Fourth Street Richmond News Leader 

Dimmock.(1824-1908) born in Portsmouth, he came to Richmondwith his family in 1833. During the 
Civil War he sewed under J.E.B. Stuart and rose to the rank of captain. Dimmock was known as the 'dean of [Richmond] 

(127-0857-039) 21 3 East Grace Street George D. Wm House 1881 

Fberson.John (7-1947) born in Romania, he studied technical engineering at the University of Vienna. Eberson 
immigrated to the United States in 1901 and opened an architectural practice in Ohio in 1908. 'He quickly won a 
reputation in theater design and opened an office in Chicago in 1910. He later worked in New York. Eberson designed at 
least 13 theaters in Washington, D.C., all exemplary of the Art Deco 

(1 27-324) 600 East Grace Street Loew's Theater 1927-1 928 
(1 27-309) 218 - 226 East Grace Street Broad and Grace Arcade 1928-1 930 
(127-309) 219 East Broad Street Central National Bank 1929 

" John E. Walls and Robert E.Daiton, The VirginiaArchitects 18351955:A efognl~f1k6iCN~U0f1ary.(Richmond.VA: New 
South Archledural Press. 1997). 67. 

32 Wells and Dalton. VirginiaArchitects. 1 IS. 

33 Wells and Dalon. Virgniie Architects. 129. 
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bmlm&?h and his brother Samuellisted themselves in the 1845 Richmond City Directory as carpenters 
and house builders. 

(1 27-321) 409 East Grace Street Centenary Methodii Church 1845 

(?-1940) was a draftsman for Duncan Lee in 1913. He later was associated with Alfred G. Lambert 
(1916-1918) and Edward F. Sinnott (39261929). 

(1 27-0857434) 200-206 East Grace Street Corley Company 1923 
(1 27-0857475) 201 North Second Street 1923 
(1 274857428) 302 East Grace Street Building and Loan Association Office 1929 

Lee. W. D m (1884-1952) apprenticed to architect George R. Tolman and later formed a partnership with Marion J. 
Dimmock in 1906 - 1908, Dimmock and Lee. He opened hisown practice in 1910. 'In 1924,Lee claimed to have 
designed some 300 residences in Richmond alone."" 

(1 27-222) 101 East Grace Street RichmondArt Company 1919 
(1 27-0857-085) 210 East Franklin Street Milton Glaser Association, Inc. 1928 

s born in Pennsylvania. Lee studied architecture at Pennsylvannia State College (1912-
1914), the Beaus Arts Institute of Design in New York (1914) and MIT (1916-1917). He worked for the Boston firm of 
Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson where he assisted with the drawings for the Millhiier Gymnasium at Richmond College. In 
191 9-1 924, he formed a partnership in Richmond with C l i i n  Lee (Lee 8 Lee) and sewed as supenhsing architect for 
Milhiker Gymnasium. From 1924 to 1934, Lee formed a partnership with and Jr.n Van D m .  
'As consulting archmcts for the Bell Telephone Company of Virginia, Lee, Smith &Van Dewoort designed 82 new 
buildings and 120 additions between 1930 and 1965.-

(1274857-088) 107 North Skth Street Richmond Garage 1927 

Linder.(1895 - 11973) a Rihmond native, learned archiicture whie working for his uncle Carl Ruehrmund 
and studied at the Virginia Mechanical Institute. He began private practice in 1919. Over hiscareer Linder was associated 
with Bascom J. Rowlett in 1920 and Charles H. Phillips, 1921-1923 and Ivan Alten, 1952 -1955. 

(1274857429) 300 East Grace Street Addition Lombardy's Confectionary 1923 
(1 274857456) 5-7 West Grace Street John Kolbe Restaurant Equipment 1923 
(1270857-01 3) 414 East Grace Street Stieff Piano Company 1923 
(127485741 2) 420 East Grace Street Montaldo's 1923 
(1 274857451) 4-10 East Grace Street William J. Anderson Store 1927 

34 Wells and Dalton. Wnia Amhbcts, 252. 

''Wells and Dalton. Virgnia Architects. 251 
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(1 27-0857426) 306 East Grace Street 
(1 274857-025) 308-312 East Grace Street 
(1274857463) 214 East Franklin Street Yonan Persian Rugs 

Messcrbchmidt.(ca.1891-1994) native Richmonder, studied architecture at the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and began private practice in 1915. 

(1 27-0857-033) 208 East Grace Street O.P. Brisner Store 1930 
(1 274057446) 11 1 East Grace Street Investment Realty Company 1930-

Clarence Amos Neff. SL (1873-1952) attended Ohio Wesleyan and Columbia Univemty and studied architecture under 
Emmanuel-Louis Masqueray. Neff settled in Norfolk in 1898 and in 1900 formed a partnership with H. Irving Dwyer. From 
1902 to 1933, he was partners with m a s  P. T h o r n ,  together they designed over 600 projects, including 
commercial buildings, apaftments and schools. 

(1 274057462) 422 East Franklin Street Imperial Tobacco Company Office 1923 

Prinale. W. Harrison (?-1953) began independent practice in Richmond around 1925. 

(1 274057427) 304 East Grace Street P. C. ~ bstoreb ~ 

(I274857422) 31 8-322 East Grace Street 


Ruehrmund.(1855-1927) a native of Berlin, Germany, he studied architecture and civil engineering at the 
Royal Academy of Architecture, in Berlin. Ruehrmund immmrated to the United States in 1881 and worked in 
~hl'ladelphia. ln 1882, he came to Richmond to supervise t h i  construction of tho additions to the Customs House and Post 
Office and stayed. He was partners with Albert Lybrock in 1882 and Albert Huntt (1893-1894). 

(1 274857485) 114- 116 North Seventh Street 1895 
(1 274857467) 100-1 02 North Seventh Street A.S. WallersteinRichard Moore Building 1909 
(Demolihed) 712 East Grace Street Standard Motor Company Garage 1916 

Snnott. Fd- (1890-1974) had no formal architectural training, but worked for several Richmond architects 
and gained h iregistration in 1925. He worked with W. Duncan Lee for several years and with Luther P.Hartsook from 
1924 to 1929. Sinnotl began independent practice in 1930 and spaal ied in school and institutional design as well as 
restoration work. 

(127-0857461) 616 East Franklin Street Franklin Federal Savings and Loan 1940 

Starrett i% Van Vleck 
Goldwvn Starrett(18751918) studied architechrre atthe University of Michigan and worked for Daniel H. Burnham in Chicago. 
In 1900, Starrett opened an office in New York. In 1904 he formed a partnership with Jose~h Van Vleck that lasted until h i  
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death. Starrett 8 Van Vleck were noted as designers of stylish department stores. 

(1 27-0857-005) 508 - 512 East Grace Street Additions and Alterations to M&R 1922 

Voorhees. Gmelln 
cisVwrhegg (1878=)), -,(l859-1937) and RalDh(1889-7) were associated in New 

York from 1926 to 1939. They were fluent in the Art Deco style ans designed buildings for Western Union and New York 
Telephone Company. 

(1274857-002) 701 East Grace Street Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. 1929 

West. Albert Laymm@ (1825-1892) began him architectural career in Richmond in 1855 and advertised himself as an 
'architect and measurer"." It is noted that: 

He was especially a master of ecclesiastical architecture, a branch of the 
business admitted by the profession, as, next to the construction of a fine 
theater, one requiring more thorough understanding of archhcture, practical 
and artistic, than any other." 

(1 27-321) 409 East Grace Street Centenary Methodist Church 1874 

WriaM.(1881-1962) was born in Hanover County. He worked in Richmond for the firm of Noland 8 
Baske~l lwhile studying at the Virginia Mechanics Instkute. He moved to Philadelphia and worked for the firm of Cope & 
Stewardson while attending the School for Applied Art. Wright received his architectural degree from the University of 
Pennsylvaniain 1905. ARer graduating he toured and studied in Europe for a number of years until returning to Richmond in 
1912 when he opened his own firm. The firm is still active in the city. 

(1274857458) I I West Grace Street C.A. Labenberg Business Building 1915 
(1274857-031) 301-303 East Grace Street Grace Street Bank and Trust Company 1922 
( I  27485741 8) 400 East Grace Street Grace American Building 1922 
(1 274857469) 101 N. Fifth Street Hotel John Marshall 1927-1 929 
(1274857470) 112-114 North F iStreet Lane Bryant 1947 

Wells and Dalton. VirgniaAmhitects. 489. 

37 Wells and Dalton. VirgniaAmhitech, 470. 
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VFRBAL BOUNDARY DESCRlPTlOM 

The d i i  is bounded roughly by Adams Street on the west, the alley between Broad and Grace Streets on the north, Eighth 
Sheet on the east and the alley between Franklin and Grace Streets on the south. Inthe 500 and 800 Mocks the boundaries 
extend to the south side of Broad and the north side of Franklin. Also included in the district is the southwestcorner of Broad 
and Third Streets and potlions of the north side of Franklin Street in the 100.200,400 and 700 blocks. More specifically the 
district contains the following parcels as recognized by the City of Richmond Office of Real Estate Assessment: 

WO000003-001A, 0018, and the portion of parcel number 021 formerly listed as 023 

W000-0004-020
~ ~ - - - --. 

WOOO-0008-001.008.009,010,011,012,013.016 
W000-0009-OOlA, OOlB, 006,007,009,011,014, O18A, O18B 
W000-0015-001,005.008,012,015,017,018 

W000-0016-001,003,004,005,008,007,008,013A, 013B,020, O m ,  0228,028 

W000-0024-001.003.004,006.008,009,010.018 

W000-0025-014,015,016,018,01~,020,022,023,024 

WOOO-0035-001,003,006,025,027,028 

W000-0036-008,009,010,011,013,014,015,016,017,018,019,020,021,022,023,025 

W000-0048-001,005,006,007,008,009,010,012,015,017,018,019 

W000-0049-008,009,012,015,016,017 

W000-0063-002,003,005.006,007,008,010,011,012,013 

W000-0064415,021,023 
W000-0083-001,004,008,009,010,011,012,024,026 

W000-0084-012,018.019.021. and that portion of parcel number 008 formerly listed as 014 

W000-0106004,006,007,008,009,011 


The boundaries include all of the early twentieth century commercial and office buildings and the remnants of the nineteenth 
century residential neighborhood on Grace Street Tho eastern boundsw was determined by the loss of fabric on the north side 
of ram Sheet and an indiiually l i iproperty on the south dde of k e  street. The western terminus was established by the 
Icss of fabric in the 00 Mock and 100 block west of FousheeStreet. The boundaries were extended to the north in the 300 block 
of east Broad Streel and to the south in the 100 to 700 Mocksto include buildings that are significant examples of early twentieth 
century architectural styles. 
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