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1. Name of Property

historic name __ Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District {(127-0859)
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number _900, 1201 & 1501 Decatur Sireet, 901 thru 1825 Hull Street, 1007 thru 1428 Bainbridge Street, 921 thru
1522 Porter Street, 1210 thru 1518 Perry Street, 104, 106-112 and 116-118 Cowardin Avenue, 14, 209-211 W. 11* Street,

5 7. 12-14.E. 12" Street, 115, 214-216 W. 12" Street, 208 and 208 W. 13" Street, 211 and 309 W. 14™ Street, 111, 204,

205, 209, 211 and 212 W. 15" Street not for publication N/A
city or town __City of Richmond vicinity _ N/A
state _Virginia code VA county _Richmond {Independent City) code __ 760 zip code _23224

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this . nomination

O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 38 CFR Part 680. In my opinion, the property

. meets D does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
3 nationally [ statewide Il tocally. ( [J See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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——

Signatureof certifying official/Title

Director, Virginia Departrment of Historic Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [} meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( [ see continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officiai/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
[0 entered in the National Register
[] See continuation sheet.
O determined eligible for the
National Register
[ See continuation sheet.
O determined not eligible for the
National Register
[ removed from the National
Register
3 other {explain)
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Richmond (inde| ent City), VA

County and State

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

B ivate [0 building(s)

B public-local B district

B public-State O site

O public-Federat O structure
O object

Name ofrelated multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previousty listed resources in the count)

Contributing Non-contributing
214 33 buildings
o) g sites
% structures
4 . objects
214 33 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

_NIA 1 (127-5010)
6. Function.or Uge
Historic Functions Curmrent Functions

{Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE; business, specialty store, restaurant

SOCIAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: post office, courthouse

EDUCATION: school

RELIGION: church, church school, church related residence

RECREATION & CULTURE: theater

(Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: single dwelling, multiple dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE: business, specialty store,
restaurant
SOCIAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT rolice station, courthouse
RELIGION church, church school, church residence

RECREATION & CULTURE: theater

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial Georgian

Mid-19th Century: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, Other

Late Victorian: |talianate, Queen Anne, Romanesque, Gothic
Late 18" & 20" Century: Commercial. American 4-square

Modem Movement: Modemn, Art Deco

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation _ BRICK, CONCRETE, STONE

walls WOOQD: Weatherboard
BRICK, STONE

roof SLATE, OTHER: Standing Seam

other _NA_

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for Nationat Register listing)

oA

O s
Hc

O o

Properly is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a masler, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components

lack individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "X" in all the boxes that appiy.)

Property is:

O a

OoOooooad
O MmMmoOD

owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthptace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
_ARCHITECTURE

COMMERCE

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

—EDUGATION

ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION

ETHNIC HERITAGE _

POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

Period of Significance
1797-1850

Significant Dates
1797 Earliest surviving building

1871 becomes seat of Chesterfield County
1874 Manchester City Charter

1810 Manchester Consolidates with Richmond

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
_N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Builders/Contractors: Allen J. Saville, J.A. Clay

Graham Construction Company

Architects: Charles Robinson. J. Binford Walfod
D. Wiley Anderson, Albert West

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this forrm on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file {NPS)
[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested.
O previously listed in the National Register

[0 previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark
O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

[J recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record#

Primary Location of Additional Data
B Sstate Historic Preservation Office
[0 other State agency

O Federal agency

O Local govemnment

O university

[ other
Name of repository :




Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District Richmond {Independent City). VA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ Approximately 75 acres

UTM References
{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 18 283,740 4,155,740 3 18 _ 284150 4,155,480
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Noxthing
2 18 283,640 4,155,860 4 18 284,300 4,155,290

X __ See continuation sheet.

Verbat Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet. }

11, Form Prepared By

nameftitte _ Bill Laffoon

organization . date _ 28 November 2000
street & number _303 North 19" Street telephone __804-849-8068
city or town __Richmond state _ VA zip code _23223

Additional Documentation

Submit the following kems with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this #tem at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _ See completed Owner of Record form and aitached mailing labels

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propesties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (18 U.S.C. 470 & seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per responsa including the time for reviewing
instructions, gethering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this
form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 200137127, and the Office of Management and
Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (10240018), Washington, DC 20503.
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District is located in the city of Richmond, Virginia, on the
south side of the James River. ltis linked to the central business district by the Lee, Mayo and Manchester bridges.
Situated on a rise three blocks above the south bank of the James River, the district encompasses a significant
concentration of mid-nineteenth and early-twentieth century, residential and commercial buildings from the former
city of Manchester. Manchester began as an English settlement after 1609, and later became a port for the tobacco
trade. in the 1800's, Manchester along with Richmond, had become a major port and commercial center serving
the eastern seaboard and beyond. Manchester was granted city status in 1874, thus becoming the seat of
Chesterfield County. In 1910, Manchester was consolidated into the city of Richmond. The Manchester Residential
and Commercial Historic District is generally bounded by Hull Street on the south; Commerce Road on the east and
Cowardin Avenue on the west. Huill Street is devoted primarily to commercial and governmental buildings.
Bainbridge, Porter and Perry streets, parallel to and north of Hull Street are devoted primarily to residential buildings
with 2 number of historic churches and schools. The district contains 248 buildings, one of which—the Manchester
Courthouse—is already listed in the National Register and thirty-three of which are noncontributing. The district's
architecture is impressive for its variety of late nineteenth and early-twentieth-century building types and styles.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Although Manchester's history dates to the Colonial period and earlier, most of the buildings in the district are from
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The development of Manchester in the early-eighteenth century
was primarily along the James River and Manchester Canal--included in the Manchester Industrial Historic District
(NRHP). From the early-eighteenth century until the late-nineteenth century, Manchester's growth spread to the
south and west in the form of scattered, frame, residential and commercial structures. These early buildings were
replaced in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries by more substantial commercial and residential
buildings.

1790 to 1860

Prior to 1790, Manchester's development was primarily influenced by its setting on the south bank of the James
River across from Richmond. The tobacco trade was the industry that buiit Manchester. A 1781 map entitied "A
Skirmish at Richmond" and recorded by a British officer in his journal shows warehouses, cleared roads and
cultivated fields in Manchester. The Micajah Bates Map of 1835 clearly delineates Manchester's street grid,
including the historic district, as it extended south from the James River, and the building development along the
grid. Within the district there are four significant buildings that were built before the Civil War.
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Georgian Dwellings

The earliest building in the district is the Archibald Freeland House, 1015 Bainbridge Street. The house, built before
1797 is a two-story, red brick, Georgian-style dwelling with a raised basement and a molded brick water table. The
building features Flemish bond brickwork, four large chimneys, and & hipped roof. An interesting feature of the
house is the keystones in the jack arches that are made of bricks set in relief and not covered with plaster. A
Victorian era porch has been added across the facade of the house, replacing the original two-story porch depicted
on a 1803 Mutual Assurance policy. Another surviving Georgian-style dwelling is the Dr. Thomas D. Jones House,
115 West 12th Street. It was built, prior to 1811, by Thomas Treadway. Dr. Jones, a well-known Manchester
physician, purchased the house in 1912. The two-story dwelling with a raised basement and a molded brick water
table is constructed of brick (aid in a Flemish bond pattern. it features plastered brick jack arches with keystones at
the openings. A major yellow brick addition of was built in 1897.

Greek Revival Churches and Dwellings

Bainbridge Baptist Church, 1101 Bainbridge Street, compieted in 1857, is a Greek Revival-style, brick, two-story
structure with a raised basement. The three-bay, front portico has two-story, lonic columns that support an lonic
entablature. The tympanum is decorated with a cartouche and garlands. The columns are set on pedestals that
rise from the steps leading to the portico. The main body of the church is divided into three-bays by pilasters and
covered with a pedimented-front gable roof. There are three entries, paired doors with transoms above, leading to
the sanctuary. Pilasters also define the six-bay sides with stained glass windows at each bay. The church was
remodeled and modernized in 1901, Built prior to 1859, the Turner-Baldwin House, 1209 Porter Street, is a two-
story, red brick, Greek Revival-style residence with a raised basement. The house also displays some early
ltalianate influences in the floor-to-ceiling windows in the first story and the paneled frieze. A one-story, three-bay
wide, Classical Revivai-style porch with lonic columns, modillions and a turned baluster railing has been added to
the house. The builder of the house and its exact date of construction are unknown, but in November 185¢ the
property was sold to Esther Lazendre, a free black woman, to be held in trust by her son Solomon Turner.
According to the deed, Esther Lazendre had resided in the house for & number of years. By 1902, the residence
was the property of Aima Baldwin. The John B. Anderson House, 12-14 East 12th Street, built prior to 1860, is a 1
2-story frame dwelling. The house is one-room deep with one-story additions at the side and rear. There are two
large central chimneys and two wall dormers in the steeply pitched gable roof. The house sits on a lot most closely
associated with Farmer's Tavern an early hostelry built on Hull Street in the late eighteenth century and demolished
around 1913. The Anderson House is a surviving example of the frame buildings once found scattered throughout
Manchester.

1861 to 1865

There are no buildings remaining in the district that were built during the turbulent years of the Civil War.
Manchester, because of its proximity to Richmond, its industrial base, and its fransportation links became
consumed in the conflict. On August 9, 1862, Harpers Weekly published a map of Richmond and Manchester, from
a drawing by a refugee just escaped from “Secessia”. This map clearly illustrates Manchester's street grid with its
connections to Richmond and the surrounding county. An 1865 Confederate Engineers’ map of Manchester
ilustrates building development along the town’s street grid as well as the fortifications protecting Richmond and
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Manchester. The nearby Confederate Naval Yard, railroads, Mayc's Bridge and roads connecting Manchester with
Richmond Hllustrate the importance of Manchester's location in this period. Richmond, north of the river, was burned
at the end of the War. The bridges crossing the James River to Manchester were also burned by the retreating
Confederate Army, this may have contributed to the survival of buildings in Manchester. A map published by the
Richmond Whig newspaper shows the bured district after the evacuation fire of 1865.

1866 1o 1917

The maijority of buildings that remain in the historic district were constructed between 1866 and 1917, Recovery and
reconstruction in the years following the Civit War came slowly. The 1876 Beer's Atlas of Manchester shows the
limited development of scattered residential buildings along Bainbridge, Porter and Perry Streets. Residential and
commercial buildings fronted Hull Street. An isometric drawing illustrates the local style of the scattered one and
two-story frame buildings, most common in 1869. By 1874, Manchester's population had reached 3,207 citizens,
increasing to 5,729 in 1880. Flour from Manchester's mills was widely exported, with business from railroads,
shipping and manufacturing moving the economy. This new prosperity generated the bulk of development that
remains in the historic district today. The Sanborn Maps of 1895, 1905 and 1910 illustrate the development of
buildings that replaced the older scattered structures and infilled open lots to create the dense urban neighborhood
visible today.

Along Bainbridge, Porter, Perry and the numbered cross streets, residences are the predominant building type with
a few scattered schools and churches. Hull Street is dominated by commercial buildings. Churches are the
dominant building type on Cowardin Avenue and Decatur Street. The residential structures are primarily detached,
wood dwellings with ltalianate and Queen Anne being the favored architectural styles. The commercial buildings
are primarily attached, brick structures constructed in the Italianate, Colonial Revival and commercial vernacular-
styles of architecture. The churches and schools are detached structures and brick is the mest common building
material. Gothic Revival and Romanesque were popular styles for these institutional buildings.

ltalianate Dwellings

Several surviving residences illustrate these architectural trends. The Ingram House, 1201 Porter Street, built in
1876, is the earliest lalianate-style dwelling remaining in the historic district. The two-story, three-bay wide, brick
dwelling has a recessed wing to the side. The windows in the first story are full height. The one-story, three-bay
wide, full width front porch is cast iron, one of two such porches in the Manchester historic. The wood cornice has
brackets, dentils, and alternating panels and decorative vents. The other dwelling with a cast iron porch is found at
1108 Bainbridge Street. Built in 1886, it is a two-story brick, Italianate, detached-house. The windows have hoods
and there are brackets and decorative vents in the wood cornice. The cast iron, one-story, three-bay front porch is
the most significant feature. A two-story brick addition was built in 1905 to the rear of the house and a modern two-
story frame addition followed.

There are two attached dwellings, built in 1910, which demonstrate the continued influence of talianate architecture.
The attached, brick, Italianate-style houses at 1100, 1102 and 1104 Bainbridge Street, built 1910, are a well-
preserved group. The center building, 1102, projects slightly thus emphasizing a three-bay unifying rhythm
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for the group. The details for each dwelling are similar. Each dwelling is three-bays wide with an entrance door
and transom at one end and floorsto-ceiling, double-hung windows in the first story. All of the windows have stone
lintels and sills. The wood comice has modillions, dentils, and altemating panels and decorated vents. The
Classical Revival-style, one-story, front porches are three-bays wide with lonic columns set on wood pedestals.
The porch railings have tumed balusters and the comice has modillion blocks. The dwellings located at 1200,
1202, 1204 and 1206 Bainbridge Street, built 1910, are brick, attached Italianate multi-family residences. Each
dwelling is three-bays wide with side entry and floor-to-ceiling windows in the first story. The windows have stone
lintels and sills. The wood comice has modillions, dentils, and alternating panels and decorated vents. The
deteriorated, one-story, Classical Revival-style porches are three-bays wide with tapered wood columns set on
wood pedestals. The porch comice has modillions and dentils. There is a decorative brick belt course at the
second story window sills and saw tooth soldier course belt course at the second story window lintels. Above which
are altemating plain and glazed stretchers that create a polychrome effect.

Queen Anne Dwellings

Queen Anne, of which there are many fine examples in brick and frame, is the predominant architectural styie
found in the district. The building located at 1300-1302 Bainbridge Street, built 1895, is an attached, Queen Anne-
style, brick, two-story multi-family dwelting. The entry is located in the recessed center bay, creating the
appearance of two detached dwellings. Each dwelling, excluding the center recess, is three bays wide. In the first
story, the off set entry doors have sidelights and transoms and the two windows extend from floor to ceiling. The
two side-bays have maiching one-story, three-bay, porches. The porches have tumed posts, brackets and a
spindie work frieze below the roof line that is distinctly Queen Anne style. There is a mansard roof covered with
decorative slate. Another fine Queen Anne row is found at 1301, 1303, and 1305 Bainbridge Street. This row, built
1885, is a well-preserved group of attached, two-story, brick dwellings that present a unified facade. Each dwelling
is three bays wide with a projecting side entry tower that breaks the rhythm of the facade. The windows have
double-hung sash and stone sills and lintels. The first-story windows extend from floor to ceiling. The side-bay
towers have paired entry doors and each tower is capped with a pediment roof, of differing designs, and metal
cresting. Recessed behind the towers are decorative slate mansard roofs with continuous cresting. At each tower
projection there is a one-story, three-bay porch, a bay of which projects with the tower. The porches are capped
with roofs of various designs. Most of the porches have tumed posts, brackets and a spindle-work frieze.

There are several examples of frame Queen Anne-style dwellings in the district. The row of two-story, detached
dwellings found at 1307, 1311, 1317, and 1319 Bainbridge Street illustrates the variety of forms and details found in
the Queen Anne style. The house at 1300 Perry Street, built 1908, is a two-story frame Queen Anne dwelling and
one of the few in the district with a one-story, wraparound porch. The porch has tumed posts with brackets and
spindle work supporting a comice with dentits. The front-gable end of this dwelling has a decorative vent in the
attic. The houses at 1415 and 1417 Perry Street, are excellent examples of two-story, Queen Anne-style, single-
family frame dwellings in the historic district. The Ligouri House, located at 1415 Penry Street, and built in 1905 is
almost identical to the residence at 1417 Perry Street. The three-bay, two-story, front-gables have decorative vents
in the attic. Both have three-bay, one-story porches with tumed posts, brackets and spindie friezes. The grouping
of Queen Anne-style, single-family dwellings at 1505, 1507, and 1509 Pemry Street displays a variety of the details
associated with the style. All of these dwellings, built 1905, are two-story, three-bays wide, with front-gables and
one-story, full-width porches. The houses at 1507and 1508 have side entrances that are recessed behind arched
openings and feature Palladian windows in the front-gable ends at the attic level. The first floor windows at 1505



Form 10-800 (Rev 10-80) OMB No. 10244018

U. S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number __ 7 Page __5

Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District
Richmond, Virginia

and 1507 extend to the floor with transoms at the head and the upper window sashes at the second floor are
pattemed.

The residences at 1104, 1106, 1108, and 1110 Porter Street, are a varied group of two-story, frame dwellings, all
built in 1895, that illustrate the predominance of the Queen Anne-style architecture in the historic district. Number
1104 Porter Street is a three-bay wide dweiling with a low, hipped roof. The one-story, fuli-width porch has tumed
posts and brackets. The house at 1108 Porter Street is a three-bay wide, Queen Anne dweilling with gable front,
The projecting gable from roof is supported by brackets and timbering, and finished with verfical wocd. The one-
story, three-bay wide, full-width porch has tumed posts, brackets and a fine spindle work. The house at 1108 Porter
is four-bays wide with a projecting bay and a bracketed comice. It has a one-story, three-bay wide porch with
furmed posts, brackets and a spindle work frieze. The building at 1110 Porter is a gable-front, Queen Anne-style
dwelling with a Palladian window at the attic story.

The dwellings at 1407, 1409, 1411, and 1419 Porter Street, all built in 1905, are two-story, frame Queen Anne
dwellings that iustrate the wide variety of characteristics associated with the style. Number 1407 Porter is a three-
bay, gable-front dwelling with a one-story wraparound porch. The porch has tumed posts, brackets and a spindle
work frieze. Number 1409 Porter has a centered, two-story, projecting, front-gable bay with paired windows. The
projecting front-gable roof has half timbering and fine scroll work. Number 1411 Porter is a three-bay wide, gable
front dwelling with a one-story, full-wicth porch. The porch has tumed posts, brackets and scroll work with a
pediment above the entry bay. Number 1419 Porter is a three-bay wide, gable-front dwelling with a Palladian
window in the gabie at the attic story. The one-story, three-bay wide porch has tumed posts, brackets and a
spindle work frieze.

A unique multi-family dwelling in the historic district is iocated at 212 and 214 West 15th Street. Built in 1905, 212
West 15th Street originally had a shallow hipped roof. When 214 was buiilt iater and attached to 212, the facade
was altered so that the entire structure resembled a Queen Anne-style double house. There is a five-bay, fuil
width, one-story porch with tumed posts. The three center bays have a front gable roof with projecting brackets and
scroll work at the top of the gable. The gable is finished with diagonal wood siding.

Colonial Revival Dwellings

Two fine examples of two-story, Colonial Revival-style, brick dwellings are found at 1012 and 1014 Porter Street.
The house at 1012 was built 1919 and 1014 was built 1915. Both have slate mansard roofs and one-story, full
width porches. The facade at 1012 is two bays wide with a tripartite window and entry with a namow window at the
first story and double windows above at the second story. At 1012 the porch is two bays wide with a pedimented
roof at the entry bay and there are two, doubie-windowed, pedimented dormers in the mansard. The house at 1014
has a two-bay wide porch and one, tripartite-windowed, pedimented dormer in the mansard.

The 1500 block of Porter Street contains a colleciion of large, brick single-family dwellings, all built in 1810 and
1911. Number 1503 and 1505 is a four-bay wide, Queen Anne-style, attached-dwelling with cylindrical towers at
the comer bays. The towers are capped with conical slate roofs set in front of a polychrome slate mansard roof.
The dwelling at 1509 Porter is a two-bay wide Colonial Revival-style building. The two-bay, one-story porch has a
projecting entry bay with pedimented roof. The windows are triple sashes with efiiptical fanlight transoms. There is
a gable front at the roof above the tripartite windows and a dormer in the mansard roof above the entry bay.
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Number 1511 Porter is a two-bay wide dwelling with a projecting tower, capped with a slate mansard roof and
metal cresting. The one-story porch has classical columns supporting a comice with moditlions and metal cresting
above. The facade has two, double-hung windows with stone heads at each story and is capped with a slate
mansard roof and metal cresting. Number 1513 Porter Street is a two-bay wide dwelling with a slate mansard and
metal cresting above. The full width, one-story porch has classical columns and modillion trim at the roof. There is
a projecting window bay at the second story and two dormers set in the mansard roof.

Vernacular Dwellings

Vemacular dwellings are those buildings that have a traditional form and are generally devoid of any stylistic or
character defining features. One such building, 14 West 11th Street, built in 18886, is a vernacular, two-story frame
dwelling. It has a shallow hipped roof and there is a large central chimney. This two-story dwelling connects to an
earlier one story structure at the rear. Another example of a vernacular dwelling is found at 208 West 13th Street,
built 1905. Itis a one-story dwelling with a hipped roof, central chimney and a utilitarian, two-bay wide porch.

Commercial Buildings

In this period, Hull Street remained the commercial artery, serving Manchester and connecting Southside Virginia
with Richmond and trade on the James River. New govemment and commercial buildings emerged here creating
an urban landscape oriented to the street grid. The commercial buildings created a unified street facade while the
government buildings dominated a city biock or a major intersection.

The Beattie Block, 1118 to 1125 Hull Street, built in 1887, is the earliest commerdial building in the district. It was
designed by architect D. Wiley Anderson. It is a three-story, four-bay, brick italianate commercial building with
storefront bays at the first story. Brick pilasters define each of the bays in the upper two stories and there are three,
doubte-hung windows (in each bay and each story) with stone sills and hooded iintels. The wood comice has
brackets, decorated vents and panels.. There is a stone in the center pilaster, inscribed with "The Beattie Block
1887". The storefronts have been altered and the upper floors are vacant.

The Baldwin Building, 1209 Hull Street, built 1905, is a three-story, brick ltalianate department store building, with a
three-bay facade. At the first story, wood pilasters defining three storefront bays extend to a full width spandrel
separating the first and second siories. The wide center storefront bay is recessed with display windows on each
side. The two outside storefront bays have fixed display windows. At the upper floors there are four equal bays
defined by brick pilasters extending to round brick arches with keystones under a corbeled brick belt course just
below the brick comice. The design of the corbeled brick comice emulates brackets. The upper windows are
double-hung, and the third-story windows have round heads.

Number 1309 and 1311 Hull Street, built in 1895, is a two-story, brick commercial building, constructed in the
Beaux Arts style. The second-floor facade is seven-bays wide defined by pairs of castiron Corinthian columns set
on pedestals supporting a heavy entablature with paneis and brackets. This is one of the few metal storefronts
found in the district.
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The Manchester Courthouse, 920 Hull Street, built in 1871, dominates the entire block. The block is bounded by
Hull, Decatur, 9th and 10th Streets, with the courthouse located in the center. The one-story, brick, Colonial
Revival-style courthouse has a Tuscan portico with paired columns supporting a pedimented porch roof. The
original front facing Hull Street is three-bays wide with the portico in the center bay flanked by double-hung
windows with projecting lintels supported by consoles. A pediment with wood comice and modillions defines the
gable-end front and the hbuilding has brick quoins at the comers. The pediment at the front has a false round
window to the attic. Albert West was the architect, V. J. Cutter was the general contractor, J. H. Ragland was the
mason, and Edward Gallegher was the plasterer. Additions to the original courthouse were built in 1923, 1840 and
1869. The Manchester Courthouse is presently on the state and national registers. The Manchester Post Office,
1019 Hull Street, huilt 1910, is a one-story, brick and stone, Georgian Revival building with a raised basement. The
building foundation is coursed granite and the upper portion is Flemish-bond brick with stone quoins at the comers.
The five-bay facade has a center entry with a semi-circudar stone arch, a sculpted panel, and two double-hung
windows with stone sills and keystone lintels on each side. There are stone panels with garlands above each
window. The entablature is stone with modillions below the comice. Stone balusirade with interspersed pedestals
surround the roof.

New churches were built, some replacing earlier buildings to accommodate the growing population, Meade
Memorial Episcopal Church, 1201 Decatur Street, built in 1869, is a one-story, frame, Gaothic Revival church. It has
a gable-end front with a center projecting vestibule and a steepie with a pyramidal roof. The steeple has pointed-
arch openings at the sides. The side of the church, five-bays deep, is defined by butiresses and pointed-arch
windows with stained glass. The unusual wood buttresses are covered with altemating courses of square, butt-cut
and pointed-cut wood shingles.

Cowardin Avenue Christian Church, 116 and 118 Cowardin Avenue, bullt in 1891, is a one-story, brick, Gothic
Revival church with a raised basemeni. The gable-end front has a three-bay vestibule with a projecting center bay.
The projecting center bay has three pointed-arch windows. The two side bays have pairs of pointed-arch doors
leading into the church. There are pilasters at the comers and corbeled brick at the edge of the sloped roof at the
gable-end front. A round window is set high in the gable-end facade. The sides of the church have six bays
defined by pilasters and pointed-arch windows, A rear addition was constructed in 1906.

Decatur Street Methodist-Episcopal Church South, 900 Decatur Street, built in 1910, is a 1 %-story, red brick,
Gothic Revival-style building. It has a gable front with a projecting, center bay and a three-story belfry iower at the
side. The projecting bay at the front of the church has a tripartite, rectangular, stained glass window. The from
walls on each side of the projecting center bay have a single, rectangular, stained glass window. Eniry to the
church is through a pair of doors centered in the belfry tower. The two stories above in the tower are defined by
stone belt courses. Both stories have windows and the tower is capped with batlements. There are brick
buttresses at the comers to support the tower. The rear, one-story Sunday School room, with a curved brick wall,
was built before 1905. The main Church sanctuary was constructed later.

First Baptist Church, South Richmond, 1501 Decatur Street, built in 1892, a large, two-story, brick, Romanesque
Revival building has a gable-end fromt with a bell tower at the comer. The church has stone belt courses between
the first and second stories and a one-story entry vestibule centered in the facade. The vestibule has three, semi-
circular arched openings in the brick wall with engaged columns below a pedimert. At the front above the
















































































































































