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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District is located in the city of Richmond, Virginia, on the 
south side of the James River. It is linked to the central business district by the Lee, Mayo and Manchester bridges. 
Situated on a rise three blocks above the south bank of the James River, the district encompasses a significant 
concentration of mid-nineteenth and early-twentieth century, residential and commercial buildings from the former 
city of Manchester. Manchester began as an English settlement after 1609, and later became a port for the tobacco 
trade. In the 1800's, Manchester along with Richmond, had become a major port and commercial center serving 
the eastern seaboard and beyond. Manchester was granted city status in 1874, thus becoming the seat of 
Chesterfield County. In 1910, Manchester was consolidated into the city of Richmond. The Manchester Residential 
and Commercial Historic District is generally bounded by Hull Street on the south; Commerce Road on the east and 
Cowardin Avenue on the west. Hull Street is devoted primarily to commercial and governmental buildings. 
Bainbridge, Porter and Perry streets, parallel to and north of Hull Street are devoted primarily to residential buildings 
with a number of historic churches and schools. The district contains 248 buildings, one of which-the Manchester 
Courthouse-is already listed in the National Register and thirty-three of which are noncontributing. The district's 
architecture is impressive for its variety of late nineteenth and early-twentieth-century building types and styles. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Although Manchester's history dates to the Colonial period and earlier, most of the buildings in the district are from 
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries. The development of Manchester in the early-eighteenth century 
was primarily along the James River and Manchester Canal--included in the Manchester Industrial Historic District 
(NRHP). From the early-eighteenth century until the late-nineteenth century, Manchester's growth spread to the 
south and west in the form of scattered, frame, residential and commercial structures. These early buildings were 
replaced in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries by more substantial commercial and residential 
buildings. 

Prior to 1790, Manchester's development was primarily influenced by its setting on the south bank of the James 
River across from Richmond. The tobacco trade was the industry that built Manchester. A 1781 map entitled "A 
Skirmish at Richmond and recorded by a British officer in his journal shows warehouses, cleared roads and 
cultivated fields in Manchester. The Micajah Bates Map of 1835 clearly delineates Manchester's street grid, 
including the historic district, as it extended south from the James River, and the building development along the 
grid Within the district there are four significant buildings that were built before the Civil War. 
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Georgian Dwellings 

The earliest building in the district is the Archibald Freeland House, 1015 Bainbridge Street. The house, built before 
1797 is a two-story, red brick, Georgian-style dwelling with a raised basement and a molded brick water table. The 
building features Flemish bond brickwork, four large chimneys, and a hipped roof. An interesting feature of the 
house is the keystones in the jack arches that are made of bricks set in relief and not covered with plaster. A 
Victorian era porch has been added across the facade of the house, replacing the original two-story porch depicted 
on a 1803 Mutual Assurance policy. Another surviving Georgian-style dwelling is the Dr. Thomas D. Jones House, 
115 West 12th Street. It was built, prior to 1811, by Thomas Treadway. Dr. Jones, a well-known Manchester 
physician, purchased the house in 1912. The two-story dwelling with a raised basement and a molded brick water 
table is constructed of brick laid in a Flemish bond pattern. It features plastered brick jack arches with keystones at 
the openings. A major yellow brick addition of was built in 1897. 

Greek Revival Churches and Dwellings 

Bainbridge Baptist Church, 1101 Bainbridge Street, completed in 1857, is a Greek Revival-style, brick, two-story 
structure with a raised basement. The three-bay, front portico has two-story, lonic columns that support an lonic 
entablature. The tympanum is decorated with a cartouche and garlands. The columns are set on pedestals that 
rise from the steps leading to the portico. The main body of the church is divided into three-bays by pilasters and 
covered with a pedimented-front gable roof. There are three entries, paired doors with transoms above, leading to 
the sanctuary. Pilasters also define the six-bay sides with stained glass windows at each bay. The church was 
remodeled and modernized in 1901. Buin prior to 1859, the Turner-Baldwin House. 1209 Porter Street, is a two- 
story, red brick, Greek Revival-style residence with a raised basement. The house also displays some early 
ltalianate influences in the floor-to-ceiling windows in the first story and the paneled frieze. A one-story, three-bay 
wide, Classical Revival-style porch with lonic columns, modillions and a turned baluster railing has been added to 
the house. The builder of the house and its exact date of construction are unknown, but in November 1859 the 
property was sold to Esther Lazendre, a free black woman, to be held in trust by her son Solomon Turner. 
According to the deed, Esther Lazendre had resided in the house for a number of years. By 1902, the residence 
was the property of Alma Baldwin. The John B. Anderson House, 12-14 East 12th Street, built prior to 1860, is a 1 
%-story frame dwelling. The house is one-room deep with one-story additions at the side and rear. There are two 
large central chimneys and two wall dormers in the steeply pitched gable roof. The house sits on a lot most closely 
associated with Farmer's Tavern an early hostelry built on Hull Street in the late eighteenth century and demolished 
around 1913. The Anderson House is a surviving example of the frame buildings once found scattered throughout 
Manchester. 

There are no buildings remaining in the district that were built during the turbulent years of the Civil War. 
Manchester, because of its proximity to Richmond, its industrial base, and its transportation links became 
consumed in the conflict. On August 9, 1862, Harpers Weekly published a map of Richmond and Manchester, from 
a drawing by a refugee just escaped from "Secessia". This map clearly illustrates Manchester's street grid with its 
connections to Richmond and the surrounding county. An 1865 Confederate Engineers' map of Manchester 
illustrates building development along the town's street grid as well as the fortifications protecting Richmond and 



Form 10-900 (Rev 10-90) OMB No. 1024-4018 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 7 Page J 

Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District 
Richmond, Virginia 

Manchester. The nearby Confederate Naval Yard, railroads, Mayo's Bridge and roads connecting Manchester with 
Richmond illustrate the importance of Manchester's location in this period. Richmond, north of the river, was burned 
at the end of the War. The bridges crossing the James River to Manchester were also burned by the retreating 
Confederate Army, this may have contributed to the survival of buildings in Manchester. A map published by the 
Richmond Whig newspaper shows the burned district after the evacuation fire of 1865. 

The majority of buildings that remain in the historic district were constructed between 1866 and 1917. Recovery and 
reconstruction in the years following the Civil War came slowly. The 1876 Beer's Atlas of Manchester shows the 
limited development of scattered residential buildings along Bainbridge, Porter and Perry Streets. Residential and 
commercial buildings fronted Hull Street. An isometric drawing illustrates the local style of the scattered one and 
two-story frame buildings, most common in 1869. By 1874, Manchester's population had reached 3,207 citizens, 
increasing to 5,729 in 1880. Flour from Manchester's mills was widely exported, with business from railroads, 
shipping and manufacturing moving the economy. This new prosperity generated the bulk of development that 
remains in the historic district today. The Sanborn Maps of 1895, 1905 and 1910 illustrate the development of 
buildings that replaced the older scattered structures and infilled open lots to create the dense urban neighborhood 
visible today. 

Along Bainbridge. Porter, Perry and the numbered cross streets, residences are the predominant building type with 
a few scattered schools and churches. Hull Street is dominated by commercial buildings. Churches are the 
dominant building type on Cowardin Avenue and Decatur Street. The residential structures are primarily detached, 
wood dwellings with ltalianate and Queen Anne being the favored architectural styles. The commercial buildings 
are primarily attached, brick structures constructed in the ltalianate, Colonial Revival and commercial vernacular- 
styles of architecture. The churches and schools are detached structures and brick is the most common building 
material. Gothic Revival and Romanesque were popular styles for these institutional buildings. 

ltalianate Dwellings 

Several surviving residences illustrate these architectural trends. The lngram House, 1201 Porter Street, built in 
1876, is the earliest ltalianate-style dwelling remaining in the historic district. The two-story, three-bay wide, brick 
dwelling has a recessed wing to the side. The windows in the first story are full height. The one-story, three-bay 
wide, full width front porch is cast iron, one of two such porches in the Manchester historic. The wood cornice has 
brackets, dentils, and alternating panels and decorative vents. The other dwelling with a cast iron porch is found at 
1109 Bainbridge Street. Built in 1886, it is a two-story brick, ltalianate, detached-house. The windows have hoods 
and there are brackets and decorative vents in the wood cornice. The cast iron, one-story, three-bay front porch is 
the most significant feature. A two-story brick addition was built in 1905 to the rear of the house and a modern two- 
story frame addition followed. 

There are two attached dwellings, built in 1910, which demonstrate the continued influence of ltalianate architecture. 
The attached, brick, ltalianate-style houses at 1100, 1102 and 1104 Bainbridge Street, built 1910, are a well- 
preserved group. The center building, 1102, projects slightly thus emphasizing a three-bay unifying rhythm 
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for the group. The details for each dwelling are similar. Each dwelling is three-bays wide with an entrance door 
and transom at one end and floor-to-ceiling, doublehung windows in the first story. All cT the windows have stone 
lintels and sills. The wood cornice has modllions, dentils, and alternating penels and decorated vents. The 
Classical Revival-style, one-story, front porches are three-bays wide with Ionic cdumns set on wood pedestals. 
The porch milings have twned balusters and the cornice has modillion blocks. The dwellings located at 1200, 
1202, 1204 and 1206 Bainbidge Street, built 1910, are Mck, attached ltalianate multi-family residences. Each 
dwelling is threebays wide with side entry and floor-toceiling windows in the first story. The windows have stone 
lintels and sills. The wed cornice has modillions, dentils, and alternating panels and decorated vents. The 
deteriorated, one-story, Classical Revival-style porches are threebays wide with tapered wxd columns set on 
hood pedestals. The porch mrrdce has modillions and dentils. There is a decorative bick belt course at the 
second story dndow sills and saw t& soldier course belt cwrse at the second story window lintels. Above vhich 
are alternating plain and glazed stretchers that create a polychrome effect. 

Queen Anne Dwellings 

Queen Anne, of Wich there are many fine examples in Mck and frame, is the predominant architectural style 
found in the district. The building located at 1300-1302 Beinbridge Street, built 1895, is an attached, Queen Anne- 
style, brick, two-story multi-family dwelling. The entry is located in the recassed center bay, creating the 
appearance of two detached dwellings. Each dwelling, excluding the center recess, is three bays wide. In the first 
story, the off set entry doors have sidelights and transoms and the two windows extend from floor to ceiling. The 
tw sidebays have matching one-story, three-bay, porches. The porches have turned posts, brackets and a 
spindle work frieze below the roof line that is distinctly Queen Anne style. There is a mansard roof covered with 
decorative slate. Another fine Queen Anne row is found at 1301, 1303. and 1305 Bainbridge Street This row, built 
1895, is a well-presenred group of attached, two-story, bick dwellings that present a unified facade. Each dwelling 
is three bays wide with a m e d i n g  side entry tower that breaks the mythm c4 the facade. The windows have 
double-hung sash and stone sills and lintels. The first-story windows extend from floor to ceiling. The side-bay 
t w r s  have paired entry doors and each tower is capped with a pediment W, d dffering designs, and metal 
westing. Recessed behind the towers are decorative slate mansard roofs with continuous cresting. At each tower 
projection there is a onestory, three-bay porch, a bay of vhich projects with the tower. The porches are capped 
with roofs of various designs. Most of the porches have turned posts, brackets and a spindle-vmk frieze. 

There are several examples of frame Queen Anne-style dwellings in the district. The row of two-story, detached 
dwellingsfound at 1307, 131 1, 1317, and 1319 Bainbridge Street illustrates the variety of forms and details found in 
the Queen Anne style. The house at 1300 Peny Street, M l t  1908, is a two-story frame Queen Anne dwelling and 
one of the few in the district with a onestory, mparound porch. The porch has turned posts with brackets and 
spindle wwk supporting a cornice with dentils. The frontgable end d this dwelling has a decorative vent in the 
attic. The houses at 1415 and 1417 Peny Street, are excellent examples of two-story, Queen Anne-style, single- 
family frame dwellings in the historic district. The tigouri House, located at 1415 Peny Street, and built in 1905 is 
almost identical to the residence at 1417 Peny Street The three-bay, two-story, frontgables have decorat'~e vents 
in the attic. Edh have three-bay, one-story porches with twned posts, brackets and spindle friezes. The grouping 
of Queen Annestyle, single-family dwellings at 1505, 1507, and 1509 Perry Street displays a variety of the detdls 
assdated with the style. All of these dwellings, built 1905, are two-story, three-bays wide, with frontgables and 
one-story, full-width porches. The houses at 1507and 1509 have side entrances that are recessed behind arched 
openings and feature Palladian windows in the fmntgable ends at the sttic level. The first floor windows at 1505 
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and 1507 extend to the floor with transoms at the head and the upper window sashes at the second floor are 
patterned. 

The residences at 1104, 1106, 1106, and 11 10 Porter Street, are a varied group of twxtory, frame dwellings, all 
built in 1895, that illustrate the predominance of the Queen Annestyle architecture in the historic dstrict. Number 
1104 Porter Street is a three-bay wide dwelling w'th a low, hipped roof. The one-story, full-width porch has turned 
posts and brackets. The house at 1108 Porter Street is a three-bay wide, Queen Anne dwelling with gable front. 
The projeding gable front rod is supported by brackets and timbering, and finished with vertical 4. The one 
story, threebay wide, full4dth porch has turned posts, brackets and a fine spindle work The hwse at 1108 Porter 
is four-bays wide with a projecting bay and a bracketed cornice. It has a onestory, threebay wide porch with 
turned posts, kackets and a spindle wrk frleze. The building at I l l 0  Porter is a gablefront, Queen Annestyle 
dwelling with a Palladian window at the attic story. 

The dwellings at 1407, 1409, 141 1, and 1419 Porter Street, all built in 1905, are  story, frame Queen Anne 
dwellings that illustrate the Mde variety d characteristics associated with the style. Number 1407 Porter is a three- 
bay, gablefmnt dwelling with a one-story mparound porch. The porch has turned posts, brackets and a w.ndle 
work frieze. Number 1409 Porter has a centered, tw~-story, projecting, front-gable bay Nth paired windows. The 
projecting frontgable rod has half timbering and fine sad1 wk Number 141 1 Porter is a three-bay wide, gable 
front dwelling with a one-story, full4dth porch. The porch has turned posts, brackets and scroll work with a 
pediment above the entry bay. Number 1419 Porter is a threebay wide, gablefront dwelling Mth a Palladian 
window in the gable at the attic story. The one-story, three-bay wide porch has turned posts, brackets and a 
spindle work frieze. 

A unique multi-family h l l i n g  in the historic district is located at 212 and 214 West 15th Street. Built in 1905, 212 
West 15th Street originally had a shallow hipped roof. M e n  214 was built later and attached to 212, the facade 
was altered so that the entire structure resembled a Queen Anne-style double hwse. There is a f~ebay ,  full 
width, mestory porch with turned posts. The three center bays have a front gable roof with projeding brackets and 
scroll work at the top of the gable. The gable is finished Mth diagonal 4 siding. 

Colonial Revival Dwellings 

Two fine examples of Wstory, Colonial Revival-style, kick dwellings are found at 1012 and 1014 Porter Street. 
The house at 1012 was built 1919 and 1014 vvas built 1915. Both have slate mansard roofs and me-story, full 
Mdth porches. The facade at 1012 is lm bays wide with a tripartite window and entry Nth a narrow Mndow at the 
first story and double Mndows above at the seccn-id story. At 1012 the porch is tw bays wide with a pedimented 
roof at the entry bay and there are tw, doublewindowed, pedimented dormers in the mansard. The hwse at 1014 
has a hm-bay wide porch and one, tripartite-windowed, pedimented donnerin the mansard. 

The 1500 block of Potter Street contains a cdledion d large, brick single-family h l l ings,  all built in 1910 and 
191 1. Number 1503 and 1505 is a fcur-bay wide, Queen Anne-style, sttached-dwelling with cylindrical towers at 
the corner bays. The towers are capped with conical slate roofs set in front of a polychrome slate mansard roof. 
The dwelling at 1509 P~rtef is a Whey wide Colonial Reviva-style buildng. The -bay, one-story porch has a 
projecting entry bay with pedimented roof. The windows are triple sashes with elliptical fanlight transoms. There is 
a gable front at the roof above the tripartite wihindows and a d m e r  in the mansard roof above the entry bay. 



Form 1- (Rev 1080) OMB No. 1024438 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Manchester Residential and Commercial Historic District 
Richmond, Virginia 

Number 1511 Porter is a tvm-bay wide dwelling with a projecting tower, capped with a slate mansard roof and 
metal cresting. The onastory porch has classical cdumns supporting a m i c e  with modillions and metal cresting 
above. The facade has tvro, double-hung windows with stone heads at each story and is capped with a slate 
mansard roof and metal cresting. Number 1513 Porter Street is a *bay vdde dwelling vdth a slate mansard and 
metal westing above. The full vddth, one-story porch has dassical cdumns and modillion trim at the roof. There is 
a projecting window bay at the second story and trro dormers set in the mansard roof. 

Vernacular Dwellings 

Vernacular dwellings are those buildings that have a traditional form and are generally devcid of any stylistic or 
character defining features One such building, 14 West 11th Street, built in 1886, is a vemcular, two-story frame 
dwelling. It has a shallow hipped roof and there is a large centrd chimney. This tw-story dwelling connects to an 
earlier one story structure at the rear. Another example of a vernacular dwelling is found at 208 West 13th Street, 
built 1905. It is a onestory dvrrelling with a hipped roof, central chimney and a utilitarian, two-bay wide porch. 

Commercial Buildings 

In this period, Hull Street remained the commercial artery, swing Manchester and connecting Southside Virginia 
with Richmond and trade on the James River. New government and mmerda l  buildngs emerged here creating 
an urban landscape oriented to the street grid. The wmmeraal buildings created a unified street facade Mi le  the 
government buildings dominated a city block or a major intersection. 

The M e  Block, 11 19 to 1125 Hull Street, h i l t  in 1887, is the earliest commerdal building in the district. It has 
designed by architect D. Wley Anderson. It is a three-story, four-bay, kick ltalianate mmercial buildng with 
storefront bays at the first story. Brick pilasters define each of the bays in the upper trro stories and there are three, 
double-hung windows (in each bay and each story) with stone sills and hooded lintels. The mod m i c e  has 
backets, decorated vents and panels. There is a stone in the center pilaster, inscribed with 'The Beattie Block 
1887". The stor8fmt.s have been altered and the upper floors are vacant. 

The BaldAn Building, 1209 Hull Street, built 1905, is a three-story, brick ltalianate department store building, with a 
three-bay facade. At the first story, mod pilasters defining three storefront bays extend to a full vddth spandrel 
separating the first and second stories. The wide center storefmnt bay is recessed vdth display windows on each 
side. The tm cutside storefront bays have fixed display windms. At the upper floors there are four €!Cl~al bays 
defined by brick pilasters extending to round brick arches with keystones under a corbeled brick belt course just 
below the brick m i c e .  The design of the corbeled kick cornice emulates backets. The upper windom are 
double-hung, and the third-story windows have round heads. 

Number 1309 and 1311 Hull Street, built in 1895, is a h ~ s t o r y ,  brick mmerda l  building, constructed in the 
Beaux Arts style. The secmd-floor facade is seven-bays vdde defined by pairs of d ~ m n  Corinthian columns set 
on pedestals supporting a heavy entablature with panels and kackets. This is one d the few metal storefronts 
found in the district. 
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Institutional Buildings 

The Manchester Courthouse, 920 Hull Street, built in 1871, dominates the entire block The block is bounded by 
Hull, Decatur, 9th and 10th Streets, with the courlhouse located in the center. The onestory, brick, Colonial 
Revival-style cwrthouse has a Tuscan portico with paired wlumns supporting a pedimented porch roof. The 
original front facing Hull Street is three-bays wide with the portico in the center bay flanked by double-hung 
windows with projecting lintels supported by consoles. A pediment with wood m i c e  and mdllions defines the 
QaMeend front and the building has brick quoins at the wmers The pediment at the front has a false rwnd 
window to the attic. Albert West w s  the architect, V. J. Cutter was the general wntractor, J. H. Ragland was the 
mason, and EdKard Gallegher was the plasterer. Addnions to the original cwrthouse were built in 1923, 1940 and 
I=. The Manchester Courthouse is prasently on the state and national registers. The Manchester Post Office, 
1019 Hull Street, built 1910, is a one-story, brickand stone, Georgian Rwival building with a raised basement. The 
building foundation is coursed granite and the upper portion is Flemish-bond brick with stone quoins at the comers. 
The five-bay facade has a center entry with a semi-circular stone arch, a salved panel, and two dwble-hung 
windows with stone sills and keystone lintels on each side. There are stone panels with gallands above each 
window. The entablature is stone with modllions below the cornice. Stone balustrade with interspersed pedestals 
sunuund the roof. 

New churches were built, some replacing earlier buildings to accommodate the g M n g  population. Meade 
Memorial Episcopal Church, 1201 Decatur Street, tuilt in 1869, is a one-story, frame, Gothic Revival church. It has 
a gableend front with a center projeding vestibule and a steeple with a pyramidal roof. The steeple has pointed- 
arch openings at the sides. The side d the church, fivebays deep, is dMned by Wesses and pointedarch 
windows with stained glass. The unusual wwd buttresses are covered with alternating courses of square, b u t t 4  
and point- wood shingles. 

Cowardin Avenue Christian Church, 116 and 118 Camrdin Avenue, built in 1891, is a onestory, brick, Gothic 
Revival church with a raised basement. The gable-end front has a three-bay vestiMe with a projecting center bay. 
The projecting center bay has three pdntedarch windows. The two side bays have pairs of pointed-arch doors 
leading into the church. There are pilasters at the comers and corbeled brick at the edge of the sloped roof at the 
gable-end front. A round window is set high in the gatlwnd facade. The sides of the church have six bays 
defined by pilasters and pointed-arch windows. A rear addition was constructed in 1906. 

Decatur Street Methodist-Episcopal Church South, 900 Decatur Street, built in 1910, is a I 'Astory, red brick, 
Gothic Revival-style buildng. It has a gable front with a projecting, center bay and a three-story belfry tower at the 
side. The projecting bay at the fmnt of the church has a tripartite, rectangular, stained glass window. The front 
vualls on each side of the projecting center bay have a single, redangular, stained glass window. Entry to the 
church is through a p i r  of doors centered in the belfry tower. The two stories above in the toww are defined by 
stone belt courses. Both stories have windows and the tower is capped Mth battlements. There are brick 
buttr8sses at the comers to support the t m .  The rear, one-story Sunday Schod room, with a curved brick wall, 
was built before la. The main Church sanctuary was constructed later. 

First Baptist Church, South Richmond, 1501 Decatur Street, built in 1892, a large, tvm-story, brick, Romanesque 
Rwival building has a gable-end front with a bell tower at the comer. The church has stone belt cwrses betwen 
the first and second stories and a one-story entry vestibule centered in the facade. The vestibule has three, semi- 
circular arched openings in the brick wll with engaged columns below a pediment. At the front above the 
































































































