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7. SUMMARY DESCIUPTION 

The cumnt Manchester Courthouse located on Hull Street between Ninth and Tenth Stnets in south Richmond is 
situated 1.2 miles 6om the Virginia State Capitol. The brick and masonry courthouse facility represents an evolution 
of the original 1871 building and three subsequent additions in 1923,1940, and 1969.' Later additions have not 
significantly altered or compromised the original courthouse. The later additions complimented the existing structure 
and there has been a consistent and conscious effort to echo the 1871 building's architectwal style. 

SETTING 

The courthouse is a one-story brick and brick-veneer buildig with a small rectangular basement level, which extends 
under the western side of the 1923 and 1969 additions. The main entmce has heen relocated 6om the 1871 north 
elevation to the 1923 west elevation. The courthouse and courthouse square, fome~ly known as Washington Square, 
occupy one square block bordered by Ninth and Tenth Streets to the east and west, and by Hull and Decatur Streets 
on the north and south. The courthouse facility stands closest to the southwest corner. The courthouse is set back 
&om Hull Street and is encircled by cement walkways, with a semi-circular drive that provides for automobile 
accessibility to the main west entrance. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The 1871 original courthouse was a temple-like, rectangular brick building whose main entrance stood at the north, 
measuring approximately 85 feet in length and 50 feet in width. The architect was Albert L. West, Captain V.J. 
Clutter was the general contractor and Mr. J.H. Ragland was responsible for brickwork and masonry.' The plan 
consisted of an vestibule flanked by two square, brick, groin-vaulted oftices to house the judge and clerk. The 
remainder of the building provided space for the coumoom itself. 

The main exterior elevation possesses several Colonial Revival characteristics, such as a Doric entry portico 
surmounted by a triangular pediment, a mdilioned cornice based on the Ionic Order of Palladio and brick quoins at 
the corners. However, this reserved treatment is atypical for the 1870s Reconstruction Period, when a more 
decorative style would have bcen expected, and is more in character with the classical revival style of early twentieth 
century architecture. Flaakimg the portico, "...the decorative scrolled brackets (consoles) that support cornices over 
the windows suggest some Italianate intl~ences"~, which betray its 1870's origin. The brackets and cornice are 
wooden and the sills are granite. 

The Doric tetrastyle portico is also supported by two Doric pilasters against the wall surface. The entablature of the 
portico is relatively plain but possesses severaldecorative elements such as triglyphs and accompanying guttae. The 
four columns rise from brick ~linths set atop a concrete deck to support the wooden pediment, and are themselves 
concrete encased, possibly s&oundmg a concealed support element withii the hollow interior. The capitals of these 
smooth columns have three concentric rings demonstrating tine crahnanship and attention to detail. The portico has 
two paneled, double doors which have six windows each, that repeat the six glass panes of the transom. The door 
jambs are coffered with a raised molding. The door smounds consist of two rectangular coffered pieces which meet 
the horizontal element in circular recessed medallions. 
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The entry portico is flanked by two four-over-four, double-hung sash windows with granite sills. The plain wooden 
elements of the windows are detailed with decorative Italianate scrolled brackets. This feature, which contrasts with 
the classical nature of the portico, is more in character with stylistic elements in the 1870s. The portico is 
surmounted by a larger triangular pediment forming the roof line. The cornices have wooden modillions along the 
raking sides as well as the horizontal member. The center of the entablature is occupied by a brick oculus. The brick 
masonry course work on the front facade consists entirely of stretcher rows. The masonry is very h e ,  utilizing a 
high-quality brick with thii mortar. When compared with the more utilitarian work on east and west elevations, it 
clearly appears to have been intended to enhance the coluthouse's main entrance. 

The side elevations continue the decorative scheme of the north facade, with the modiUioned cornice at roof level. 
The fenestration is the same four-over-four pattern seen on the main facade with the exception of wooden sills and 
jack arches of rubbed brick substituted for the Italianate brackets. The masonry is a seven-course American bond 
The darker and courser bricks, used in the side elevations, are of a more utilitarian quality than those on the north 
facade. A watercourse, close to ground level, incorporates small jack-arched cove-& openings for the purpose of 
ventilation for the underside of the buildimg. The roof is composed of overlapping slate tiles, and there are two brick 
chimneys pmtrudiig through the roof. 

Prior to 1908 the courthouse square was surrounded by a wooden fence with aone-piece iron gate. The entrance to 
the courthouse square was through the iron swivel gate supported by two square cement pillars with curved tops. 
This gate had two small iron wheels, centrally located at the bottom of the gate near the central vertical support 
element. It was attached to the two flanking cement pillars by means of a curving iron bar approximately 7 feet above 
ground level. It pivoted in and out and was designed to return to its closed position. The entire gate was moved in 
1908 to the 29th stnet entrance of Maury Cemetery, where it has remained. Currently there is a low cement retaining 
wall along the perimeter of the courthouse square. 

The second addition to the courthouse was made in 1923, virtually doubling the size of the existing structure. A 
major feature of this construction was the addiion of a large entrance facade on the west elevation. This became the 
courthouse's main entrance and continues to serve this purpose. Similar to the north facade, the west facade is a 
wider tetrastyle portico of the Doric order. It is a conscious endeavor to imitate the building's original main entrance. 
The triangular pedimented porch has a modillioned cornice with triglyphs and guttas in the entablahur. The four 
Doric columns are repeated by co&rcd pilasters of the same order, at the wall surface. The original doors have been 
replaced by a single door. The surrounds are similar to those on the 1871 facade excepting that there are convex 
elements in the co-d area of both the vertical and horizontal surrounds. The flanking windows maintain the four- 
over-four format, and l i e  the north facade have stone sills. Decorative scrolled Italianatc brackets support classically 
molded window hoods. The portico is surmounted by a larger triangular pediment with a modillioned cornice also 
with a central oculus. The portico's edges have brick quoins similar to those on the 1871 facade. 
The masonry construction changes from the seven-course American bond of the 1871 section to the six-course 
American bond and displays a more uniform and even handl'ig of mortar. There are visible seams on both sides of 
the building b e e n  the two sections. The seams start at pound level and continue up and into the cornice. 

The 1940 addition to the east of the 1923 section, extended the c l d s  oftice. A triangular pediment was built 
on the 1940 addition which continued and enclosed that of the 1923 section. This addition 
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continued the six-course American bond brickwork, utililizing a similar, but noticeably different, brick and had 
bmer treatment of mortar. The 1940 section was enclosed on two sides by ths 1969 addition. However, the 1969 
addition has a lower hipped roof, which has no pediments. Because of the difference in the two roof sections, the 
1940 pediment is visible over the later section. One side of the 1940 section is exposed. On thii exposed wall, the 
windows have brick jack arches and granite sills similar to the 1871 north fenestration. The brick quoins found on 
the corners of both the 1871 and 1923 facades are present on the corners of the presently exposed 1940 addition. 

The slate roof has been maintained at a consistent height throughout the three earlier sections about 10 feet higher 
than the 1969 addition. This allows part of the 1940 east pediment to be seen over the enclosing 1969 extension. The 
visible east pediment seems to serve as a companion to the west facade possessing a modillioned cornice and a 
cenhal oculus. 

The 1969 addition extended the courthouse significantly to the south and east. This addition, like the 1923 addition, 
essentially doubled the courthouse's volume and changed the building's overall plan. This third addition abuts the 
1923 and 1940 sections and encloses the building's southeastern end. The 1969 west side continues the fenestration 
of the courthouse in lime with earlier sections and as such, c a w s  the 1923 pedimented west entrance to project from 
the flanking wall surfaces. This enhanced the presence of the west entrance by emphasizing its cenhality. The 
cornice is plain, although molded, and lacks the modillions of the precedig additions. The west fenestration is 
composed of nine-over-nine windows with granite sills and brick jack arches. The brick veneer over cinder block 
construction is significantly more uniform, utilizing only stretcher rows with regular thin joints. There is a 
watercourse approximately three feet from ground level constructed of molded curved brick that luns along the east 
and south sides. The east side elevation continues the design of the west, with the exception of a projection with two 
windows. This projection, situated in the middle of the east side of the 1969 facade, possesses brick quoins at the 
corners similar to the buildmgs other sections. The hipped roof line is lower, flat after a short incline, and is made of 
modem materials, rather the slate tiles of the preceding sections. 

The southern facade of the 1969 addition echoes the wall treatment and decorative scheme of the other facades. 
There is an enhance near the southeast corner, which has a recessed doorway with double paneled doors surmounted 
by a four window hansom. The ~ b b e d  brick jack arch which crests this enhance has a central p i t e  key stone. The 
flight of nine concrete steps, enclosed by brickwork, has a metal handrail on both sides and leads up to a concrete 
landing. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The plan of the 1871 section consisted of an vestibule, flanked by two brick, groin-vaulted offices which served the 
judge and clerk of court. The larger section occupying the remainder of the courthouse was the courtroom itself. All 
interior windows have splayed jambs to allow for bem natural lighting. This section of the courthouse bas been 
wired for electrical power. The two offices have fluonscent lighting fixtuns from ca. 1940-1950. The courtroom has 
more contemporary lighting, probably dating from the 1969 construction and has been ouUitted with a drop ceiling 
of acoustical tile. 

The addition of 1923 doubled the volume of the courthouse. At this time the newly built pedimented west facade 
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became the main entrance and the plan was oriented to reflect this. The vestibule had flanking recessed niches and a 
second transom. This led into the lobby on either side of which were windowed counters. The customer counters 
served the city tax collector's office on the right and the office of the commissioner of revenue on the left. These 
counters had architectural molding hming  the counter windows. From the lobby further access to the building 
continued through a rounded arch into the perpendicular main corridor. To the south was a continuation of the 
customer counters of the city tax collector's office followed by additional office space. Directly across the corridor 
6om the vestibule were two large rooms sewing as record collection and as the clerk of court's office. These rooms 
have rounded arches above the entryways that connect them. They have fluorescent drop lighting fixtures similar to 
those added to the 1871 section. To the north down the corridor were the offices of the commissioner of revenue and 
further along was the state tax collector's office. Near the end of the corridor was a jury room. The corridor made a 
final hun to the east, connecting to the 1871 courtroom through a rounded arch opening. A new judge's office a& 
small bathroom were added in this section of the corridor. 

In 1953, alterations were made to the 1923 lobby.' At this time the counters serving the offices of commissioner of 
revenue and the city tax collector's office were pushed fonvard decreasing the width of the entraace lobby and 
increasing the interior space of these counter offices. 

The 1969 addition made another significant increase in the courthouse's volume. Its interior space was devoted to 
two new courtrooms, one for the Hustings court and the other for Police court. The remainder of the 1969 section 
accommodated the auxiliary spaces necessary for the courtrooms' operation. These spaces included, judges' 
chambers, jury rooms, interview rooms, clerks' offices, restrooms, and two detention cells. An interior corridor 
continued the main corridor of the 1923 section to the south. It then turns east along the side of the Hustings cowt 
and then finally turning again to the south to connect to the new entrance on the southeast comer of the building. 
With the completion of the fmal addition, efforts were made to modernize the courthouse's interior and unify the 
decorative scheme. The courtrooms in particular took on a similar appearance. 

Below the main floor is a basement level which is oriented along the main corridor of the 1923 section and extends 
the main length of that conidor and partially under the 1969 corridor extension. On this level are various rooms 
housing the courthouse's mechanical and janitorial needs. There are also storage areas for the clerks' offices and a 
detention cell. The holding cell was built in 1949.' 

The Manchester Courthouse has been constructed in a careful and attentive manner that gives the structure a 
coherent and stylistic unity which emulates the original 1871 building. The courthouse has evolved throughout its 
126 years ofjudicial m i c e ,  preserving its historical elements while adapting to best serve the three jurisdictions of 
its career. It stands as not only a significant and conspicuous symbol of its current importance to the City of 
Richmond, but also as the only surviving official reminder of the City of Manchester and its brief service to 
Chestemeld County. 

ENDNOTES 

1. John 0. Peters and Margaret T. Peters, Virginia's Historic Courthouses, Charlottesville, Virginia: University 
Ress of Virginia, 1996, 140. 
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2. Richmond Enquirer, July 28, 1871,2. 

3. P e t e ~ ~ ,  Virginia's Historic Courthotlsar, 140. 

4. Information from the Department of Public Works, City of Richmond, Virginia Plan. ProposedAIlerations to 
the First Floor of Htlstings Court Part 11, NN556, July 27, 1953. 

5.  Information taken fiom the Department of Public Works, City of Richmond, Virginia Plan. Proposed Cell Block 
for Hustings Court Part ILN9358. October 6,1948. N9358A. February 23,1949. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

The Manchester Courthouse, designed by prominent 19th-century Richmond architect Albert West, in the south side 
of Richmond, Virginia, is a Colonial Revival buildiig possessing some evidence of Italianate influence. The original 
courthouse built in 1871 was a one-story rectangular building. Subsequent additions in 1923,1940 and 1969 have 
enlarged the existing facility, which includes a basement level extendine under e an of the buildinn. In addition to its 
architectural significance, the Manchester Courthouse embodies a visibi him& connection among Chesterfield 
County, the City of Richmond and the former City of Manchester. It has remained a conspicuous official presence 
for the 126 years of its operation and as such has maintained a historical continuity in this area paralleled by no other 
extant edifice. Compounded with its importance to recovery post-Civil War Chesterfield and 20th century 
Richmond, the courthouse stands as the only surviving building that recalls the years of the City of Manchester. . 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Manchester Courthouse was built in 1871 to serve as the courthouse and government center for the newly- 
relocated county seat of Chesterfield County. It belongs chronologically to the Colonial Revival style of the 1870's 
but differs &om the more elaborate style of that period because it appears to be a classical revival architectural 
design more typically found in the early twentieth century. The decorative Italianate cornice brackets, supported by 
volutes over the windows of the north facade, belie its nineteenth century origins and situate the courthouse during 
that time, rather than the twentiah century. 

Shortly after Manchester was incorporated as a city in 1874, Chesterfield County returned its county seat to its 
original location in Chesterfield. Manchester existed as an independent city for 36 years, until in 1910 Manchester 
was consolidated with the City of Richmond. The Courthouse became Richmond's second courthouse, serving as 
Hustings Court of the City of Richmond, Part U. 

Serving as a practical and functional governmental facility, the ~anchester Courthouse also maintains a long and 
solid hhto&al continuity between two of Virginia's cities and one county, serving its original judicial function for 
over 126 years. Today the courthouse is the focal point of a renewed grassmots interest in the revitalization of the 
Manchester. 

The history of Manchester extends well beyond the 126 years of judicial service of the Courthouse. The Town of 
Manchester is recognized as among the earliest settlements in Virginia. The fvst permanent settlement at the site was 
established on May 13, 1609, by Sir Thomas West. It was subjected to two Indian attacks, the fust on March 22, 
1622 and the second on April 18,1647. On both occasions these attacks "swept away the entire population.'" In 
1769 the name of the settlement was changed from Rocky Ridge to Manchester after the Manakin Indian tribe which 
had occupied the site. Manchester had involvement in both the Revolutionary War and the Civil War. During the 
Revolutionary War the town was burned by Benedict Arnold. Manchester escaped serious damage during the Civil 
War but was involved in the siege of Richmond and had its own militarj unit, the Manchester Elliott Grays? 
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In 1869 the Board of Supervisors of Chesterfield County proposed moving the county ssat from its more central 
location in Chesterfield to the Town of Manchester. The move was approved by referendum and the county seat was 
moved in 1870. Provisions were made for the construction of a new & h o u s e  in Manchester and the existing 
courthouse in Chesterfield was converted into a house for the poor. Construction began on the new courthouse in 
Manchester and was completed by 1871. The architect was Albert L. West; Captain V.J. Clutter was the general 
contractor: and Mr. 1. H. Raeland was resmnsible for brickwork and m a s m ?  Construction beean in 1871. "loln , .. 
January 13, 1871, the town b c h e s t e r ]  '&reed with the county i f  ~hesteriiild to allow the ~h;stnfield Court 
House and Clerk's Otiice to be built on the town square on the south side of Hull S m a  between Ninth and Tenth 
Streets. The town would put up $10,000 towards its erection." and "[oln July 28, 1871, The RichmondEnquirer 
reported that Chesterfield County had accepted the new building, and that the next session of the co~ut would be held 
there.'" The Manchester Masonic Lodge performed acornerstone cenmony on March 31,1871. 

C 

The architect of the original building, Albert L. West (1825-1892)5, was a resident of Richmond for most of his life. 
West, "...began designing and building various struchlres in Richmond during the 1850s". and he was, "[especially 
interested in ecclesiastical architec furc... ." West was also involved socially in Manchester, "[a]s teacher, 
superintendent, and for many years president of the Sunday School Association of Richmond and Manchester ... ."' 
One of West's larger churches was the Broad Street Methodist Church, 1859-1970. Refemd to as "architecture in 
the Italian style...", but better characterized as "a Victorian adaptation of the classical style."' Similar remarks could 
be made about the courthouse. 

Manchester remained the Chesterfield county seat until 1874, when the citizens of Manchester voted to become an 
independent city. Maachester was incorporated in 1874 and Chesterfield County immediately began efforts to 
relocate the county seat to its former site in Chesterfield; in 1876 this relocation was complete. By 1886 the 
Courthouse shared its square block of land with the city jail and the Manchester Fin House no. 1, the city market 
house and a Methodist Episcopal Church. By 1905 the jail had been relocated but its building was still occupied by 
the fire department and some city offices. The church building later became E.C. Shields Knitting Works which was 
closed by 1905. 

Manchester functioned as an independent city for 36 years until April 15,1910, when it was consolidated with 
Richmond following a referendum vote? Some of the main points of the consolidation agreement included 
provisions stating that: Manchester would become Washington Ward of the City of Richmond with representation on 
the bicameral city assembly proportionate to other wards, and the Manchester Corporation Court, and an office, 
where Washington Ward's residents could pay taxes conveniently, would be permanently maintained.'' At this time 
the Manchester court would become Richmond's second courthouse and serve as Richmond's Hustings Cowt, Part 
11. In 1910 the courthouse shared the square, renamed Washington Square., with the fm department, the market 
house and a private residence. The knitting works had been moved.  According to a 1919 Sanbom map, the 
courthouse had by then become the sole occupant of Washington Square. 

In 1923 the first addition was built, extending the rectangle of the original 1871 building. The west elevation created 
by this addition echoed the Doric portico of the north facade. This new entrance increased the size and grandeur of 
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the courthouse and continued the style of the 1871 courthouse. Accommodations were made inside this building to 
house the city tax collector's office, the state tax collector's office, the office of the commissioner of revenue, i d  a 
hunting and m-gc licenses ofice. An addition in 1940 made an extension on the cast side, expanding the size of 
the clerk's office. A jail cell was built in the basement in 1948. Renovations wen made to the west vestibule in 1953, 
reducing its width. 

In 1969 the third and final addition to the courthouse was built. Like the 1923 section, the 1969 addition greatly 
increased the courthouse's volume. Its architect was Edwin H. King, an architect in the Richmond firm of Lee, King 
and Poole. This section provided for two new courtrooms, one for the Hustings court and one for the Police court. In 
1976 the last tax office remaining, that of the city tax collectors office, was relocated to the current police precinct 
office on Hull Street. It would return in 1990 and stay until 1996 when it was moved to Richmond city hall." 
Currently the courthouse serves only judicial functions and is home to one district court and two circuit courts. 
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lo. Gmgrapbic Data 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Thc parcel on which the Maochacr Co- stands is idcnti6ed a9 Parccl S-0000081-1 as mrdcd  in the City 
of Richmond Tax Assessor's Offia. 

Verbal Boundary Justification 

The moinatcd property repmats the entire paFccl W c a U y  associated with the courthouse and its additions 
lawwnaslOthandHullstrectsintheCilyof Ricbuond,Va 
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