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Architectural Description

A, General Statement: Buena Vista is an academic Greek Revival plantation

house and is a characteristic example of the type of dwelling erected by

prosperous planters in central and western Virginia in the 1830's. The form

| and details of nearly all these houses were supplied by local builders
working with architectural handbooks., The house underwent some minor
alterations around 1889, :

B. Description of Exterior e :

1. Overall Dimensions: The main section of this large country residencd
is a two-story, rectilinear mass with a two-story, three-bay wing projecting
to the east. In 1962 the Department of Parks and Recreation replaced a one-
story porch in the rear with a one-story wing.

2. Foundations: Brick.

3.a.0rnamentation: The brickwork consists of stretcher bond on the main
facade with the east wall and the wing in American bond. The west wall is
laid in Flemish bond.

b. Pilasters: Doric pilasters using a2 simple molded capital and
brick base alternate with openings on facade of main block and the wing.

‘ c. Hallway extension: A wooden projection also using pilasters
connects the main block and wing at the second story level,

4. Porches: A massive two-story diastyle Greek Doric portico dominates
the facade, and give the house an imposing quality. The one-story porch on
the rear has been replaced by a modern unornamented one-story brick addition
which disfigures the once handsome rear elevation.

5. Chimneys: The wain structure has two interior-end chimneys and a
central chimney serves the wing, All have a simple brick cap.

6.2- Doorways: The central entrance has sidelights and transom with
simple pilasters and entablature similar to those separating the bays. The
three-part window above echoes this design.

b, Windows: The windows throughout the house have double~hung
sashes. Those on the facade and sides of the main part have been replaced
by circa 1900 sashes containing a circular pane surrounded by a series of
small rectangular panes in the upper sash and a single sheet of glass in the
lower sash. The windows on the rear elevation and the wings have either six-
over-six or four-over four sashes. The facade's three-part window is echoed
on the rear by a similar window in a correspondimg position.

7. Roof: Shallow hip roof covered with raised seam sheetmetal.

8. Cornice: Simple unornamented Doric entrablature surrounds the main
bleck and wing.

1C. Description of Interior
1. Floor Plans

a. 1lst and 2nd floor plans: This is the usual floor plan for a bouse

of this size and period, having a central hall with two rooms separated by
sliding doors on each side.

b, The central hall is divided into a vestibule and stairhall by an
eliptical arch. This arch appears to be part of the alterations circa 1889.
"1The same plan is repeated on the second floor, although a narrow passage to

‘the wing is sandwiched between two rooms. :

2. Stair: The stairway is an open-well, open-string, two-flight plan
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type with twisted balusters, The simple, molded handrail is scrolled at the
first floor. In the well, fluted columns and a closed-up alcove support a
three-part window. It is not, however, original to the building. Though we
have no documentation, we have read that the stairway and eliptical arch were
1889 renovations.

3. Wall and Ceiling: painted plaster.

4. Doorways: The most obvious characteristic of the doors is their larg
size. The doors on the second floor have symmetrically molded trim with a patzLa
design inside the corner block. On the first floor the doors are four part wit
shouldered architectural trim. This design, which seems earlier than the other]
ig also repeated in the windows. '

5. Fireplaces: The first floor fireplaces are black marble, and are
_probably not original, while very simple wooden mantels are used on the second
floor.

D. Site: Buena Vista,set on a hill below Mill Mountain, still retains a
commanding view of the area. There is a large tract of land in front of the
hduse which sustains the overall effect of the building. Without this park
setting, the house would loose much of its scenic character,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE !

Buena Vista is an imposing ante-bellum plantation house occupying a
prominent site within the city limits of Roanoke, Erected around 1840, the
house is a notable example of the type of Greek Revival architecture
constructed in the area by master builders who acquired their knowledge of
Greek detail through architectural handbooks. :

Buena Vista was built for George Plater Tayloe (1804-1897), son of
John Tayloe III and Anne Ogle Tayloe of the noted plantation Mount Airy in
Richmond County. Tayloe was born and raised at Mount Airy and later
attended Princeton Unilversity. Following his graduation he moved to the
western part of the state to manage a source of the family income -- two
iron furnaces, Catawba II and Cloverdale. These furnaces along with 1132
acres of land around Cloverdale had been purchased by the Tayloes from a
Thomas Madison in 1817,

George Tayloe married Mary Elizabeth - Langhorne in 1830, and in 1833
he traded his father-in-law, Colonel William Langhorne, a section of the
Cloverdale property for the 598 acre Buena Vista tract., This tract or
plantation originally was known as Roancke, and the name was changed to
Buena Vista in 1838 when a section of lower Botetourt County became Roanoke

 County, Taylee demolished the Langhorne house and had erected the present
Greek Revival dwelling on the plantation's most commanding site. The
construction date for Tayloe's house traditionally is given as 1833, the
year he acquired the land, but architectural evidence indicates a date more
around 1840. 1In any case, the house would have taken several years to buil

George Tayloe was a prominent figure in both state and local affairs
Fe represented Roanoke County in the state legislature, and was a signer of
the Ordinance of Secession, although he originally was opposed to secession
Tayloe is remembered in the Roanoke area chiefly for his many years of
support of Hollins College. His financial aid saw the school through
difficult times and in 1844 he became one of the original thirteen members
of the Board of Trustees. He later was made chairman of the Board and rema
"in that position until his death.

In 1890 Tayloe sold most of the Buena Vista property to the Buena
Vista Land Company. The house and twenty acres was given to his son-in-law
Mortimer P. Rogers, but Tayloe retained life rights to the house for himsel
Rogers died in 1891 and Buena Vista was inherited by his widow, Virginia

i ned

Tayloe Rogers, in 1897. The property passed to her heirs at her death in
i Vista was sold by th
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recreation center.

Since that time the city has used the property as a city park and
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