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I n  thc  c a r l y  1850 ' s ,  Dcnjanin Deycr le ,  then t h e  l ead ing  bu i lde r  i n  
t l ~ c  Itonnokc County a r c a ,  cons t ruc ted  Lonc Oa!:s to  house h i s  family. Likc 
most of t h c  dwellings he  b u i l t ,  i t  i s  a s tu rdy  bricl: C l a s s i c a l  Rcvival 
structure wi th  a  three-bay cn t r ancc  facade. Thc briclc i s  l a i d  with thrcc  
rows of s t r e t c h c r s  alternating wi th  one row of Flcmish bond cxcept on the 
cn t r ancc  Facadc which has  a11 a t r c t c h c r s  abovc t h e  f l o o r  l e v c l  of  the f i r s t  
s t o r y .  Thc v e s t c r n ,  main cn t r ancc  t o  t h e  house i s  up a  horseshoe-shaped 
s t a i rway  wi th  s implc i r o n  r a i l i n g s .  Thcsc s t a i r s  werc b u i l t  i n  thc  
twcn t l c th  century ;  p rcv ious ly ,  a  s t c c p  row of  s t r a i g h t ,  wooden s t e p s  led  
i n t o  t h e  house. 

The Doric ,  s ingle-bay,  one-story en t r ancc  p o r t i c o  r c s t s  on b r i ck  pier5 
through which a  bascmcnt en t r ance  can bc reached. The 9 o r t i c o  i t s e l f  i s  
pcdimcntcd. Supporting t h c  pcdimcnted e n t a b l a t u r e  a r e  two pa i r ed  groups 
of o u t s i d e  p i l l a r  and i n s i d e  column. Thcse p i l l a r s  and colunns have th in  
and flattened c c h i n i  c o n t r a s t i n g  wi th  t h e  somewhat overbold abac i .  Thc 
p i l l a r s ,  and t h e i r  corresponding p i l a s t e r s ,  a r e  p l a i n  vihiic t h c  a t tenuated  
colunns ,  which have an exaggerated e n t a s i s ,  a r e  f l u t e d .  Columns, pi l lars ,  
and p i l n s t c r s  s t and  on s q u a t ,  squarcd pedestals. Bctwccn t h e  colunns and 
p i l l a r s  and t h e  p i l l a r s  and p i l a s t c r s  ~<hi.ch flanl: t h e  doorway a r e  simple 
r a i l s  wi th  a  moldcd handrail and unmoldcd base. 

The door i t s c l f  i s  f l~anked by paneled p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a  p l a i n  
f r i e z e  bcncath a  molded corn ice .  The s l ende r  s i d e l i g h t s  c o n s i s t  of four  
pancs on c i t h c r  s i d e  of the  doorway; they i n  t u r n  a r e  f lanked by t a l l e r  
p!.lastcrs rrl-.ich suppor t  a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  surmounted by a  cyma-recta molding. 
Beneath t h i s  f r i c z c  is t h e  transom wi th  f o u r ,  almost square ,  l i g h t s .  The 
door r e v e a l ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  p o r t i c o  s o f f i t ,  has  unnoldcd panel ing.  

Flanking t h e  por t icocd  cntranceway a r e  s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  windows; on 
t h c  second f l o o r  and a t  t h e  basement l e v e l  t h r c e  windorrs symmetrically 
correspond t o  t h e  bay openings of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  A l l  t h e  facade  windows 
a r c  of  t h c  same width ;  howcvcr, t h e  panes of t h e  second s t o r y  a r e  s h o r t e r  
than  those  of  t h e  f i r s t  and t h e  basement l i g h t s  a r e  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  diminished 
i n  he igh t .  Tl,e window caps of t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  a r e  dog-eared 
vroodcn l i n t e l s  wh i l e  those  of  t h e  bascmcnt a r e  s implc,  s t r a i g h t  l i n t e l s .  

A s l i g h t l y  p e c u l i a r  e f f e c t  is achieved by t h e  t i g h t  grouping of these 
bay opcnings which lcavcs  an unusual ly l a r g e  blank a r e a  between t h e  s i d e  
windows and t h e  g i a n t  p i l a s t e r s  a t  t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  bui ld ing .  The corner 
p i l a s t c r s ,  which were o f t e n  used by Deyerle ,  s t and  on p r o j e c t i n g  pedes t a l s  
which e:itcnd from t h e  r a i s e d  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  t o  t h e  ground. The ped- 
e s t a l s  a r e  capped by s imple two-row b r i c k  p r o j e c t i o n s  which a r e  i n  tu rn  
surmounted by two more s i n g l e ,  graduated rows of b r i c k  vh ich  achieve  the  
e f f e c t  of  moldings. 

The hcavy e n t a b l a t u r e ,  ~ r h i c h  caps a l l  facades of t h e  house, c o n s i s t s  
of a  s t r o n g l y  p r o j c c t i n g  molded co rn ice  above a  f r i e z e  which i s  separa ted  
from t h e  narrow a r c h i t r a v e  by graduated f i l l e t s .  This  e n t a b l a t u r e  has an 
e::pccially rreight ly appearance because of  t h e  extremely 101.7 h i p  of t h e  t i n  
roof which,'combined wi th  t h e  s l o p e  of t h e  l a n d ,  makes t h e  roof appear t o  
be f l a t .  

t h r c e  b r i c k  chimneys, s e t  a t  each s i d e  of t h e  housc and a t  t h e  
r e a r  of t h e  e l l ,  a r e  in t ' e r ior ;  t hus ,  it i s  n o t  too s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  
no r the rn  facade and t h e  r e a r  wa l l  of the  e l 1 , a r e  blanlc wal l s .  The south 
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7. f acadc ,  howcvcr, h a s  a  window t o  the  c a s t  of t h e  chimncy and, a s  t h e r e  i s  
no break a r t i c u l a t i n g  i h c  beginning of t h e  e l l ,  t h i s  facade  cont inues  with a  
rrindor~ flanlcing e i t h e r  side of a  twcnt ic th-century  frame add i t ion .  The two 
doors  on t h e  basement l c v e l  of t h e  southcrn  facade  a r e  a l s o  twent ie th-  
cen tu ry  ac1di.tions. 

On both t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and bascmcnt l e v c l s ,  a  screened porch runs 
t h e  l eng th  of t h e  c a s t c r n  facade of thc  main bloc!; and the  nor the rn  facadc  
of t h c  c l l .  From t h c  porch,  doors lcad i n t o  t h c  f i r s t  f l o o r  pa r lour  ( n o r t h  
room of thc  main s e c t i o n ) ,  c e n t r a l  h a l l ,  and main e l l  bedroom. The synrnetry 
of t h e  main facade  is no t  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  r ea r .  Although t h e  two second- 
s t o r y  ~ r indovs  o f  t h e  c a s t c r n  facadc Zinc up wi th  t h e i r  corresponding wcstcrn 
facade  opcnings,  t h e  c a s t c r n  vrindovr of the  pa r lour  is cons idcrably  d i sp laced  
t o  the north and t h e  trto doors ,  from .the porch t o  thc  pa r lour  and t o  t h e  h a l l ,  
a r c  placcd wi thno r c l a t d o n s h i p  t o  the  opcni~ngs of the  western facade. 

On thc  porch t h e r e  a r e  e x t e r i o r  s t c p s  leading t o  the  bascncnt  l eve l .  
O n  t!le f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i n t e r i o r  s e r v i c e  s t a i r s  next  t o  t h e  small e l l  bedroom 
(oncc posoib lc  a  nurscrjr o r  an oFf i ce )  lead  both u p s t a i r s  and dor.tnstairs. 
I n  t h e  ccn'::-a1 f r o n t  h a l l ,  a  curving s t a i rway  lcads  t o  the  second f l o o r .  
Undcr the  s t r a i g h t  run o f  the  s t a i r s  is v e r t i c a l  paneling. An t h c  s t a i rway  
bcgino t o  c r ~ r v c ,  i t  becomes f rces tanding.  The s t e p  ends a r e  s imple - a 
r a i s c d  s t r i p  fo1lov:s thc  l i n c s  of thc  r i s e r s  and the  t reads .  Thc s t a i rway  
has  p l a i n ,  s l c n d c r  columnar s h a f t s  with c n t a s i s ,  a  newel c o n s i s t i n g  of an 
cxpccLionolly g r a c e f u l  c o l o n c t t e  r e s t i n g  on a  square p e d e s t a l ,  and a  h a n d r a i l  
with an unadorned, f l a t t c n c d  curve. A s  t he  r ra l l s  of thc  uppcr h a l l  fo l low 
the  sweep of t h c  s t a i rway ,  t h c  uppcr h a l l  vindow, wi th  i t s  curve ,  i s  
p a r t i c : ~ ! . a ~ l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

Thc framcs of thc  f i r s t  f l o o r  doorways which l e a d ' i n t o  the  pa r lour  and 
t h c  l i ~ i n g  roon (south  roon of t h c  main blocl;) from t h e  f r o n t  h a l l ,  c o n s i s t  
of co ldcd p c d c s t a l s ,  panclcd p i . l a s t c r s ,  and noldcd c a p i t a l s  suppor t ing  a  

. p l a i n  f r i c z c  undcr a  moldcd cornice .  Thc door framcs leading o u t  of t h c  
parl.our and l ivi .ng room havc unrnoldcd bascs ,  molded bac!:ban+ c r o s s e t t c s ,  
and sha rp ly  p r o j e c t i n g  cornices .  Doors a r e  q u i t e  v a r i e d  a t  Lonc Oalcs bu t  
a l l  hove four  panels  except  f o r  t h c  onc-panel en t rance  door. I t  i s  
interesting t o  n o t e  t h a t  on the  e x t e r i o r  of t h i s  door,  thc.jamb had t o  be 
c u t  bac!; bccausc t h e  door knob was placed too c l o s e  t o  i t .  Somc of the  
doors hzvc no molded pancls  v~hi.le o t h e r s  have moldcd pane l s  on onc s ide .  
Thc doors  and doorf roncs  of t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  gencra1l.y s impler  than 
thosc  of the  f i r s t  a l though somc doorf rancs  have molded bac!cbnnds and 
c r o s s c t t c s .  Others  havc ./erg p l a i n  pos t -and- l in tc l  framcs vrhilc a  fcvt have 
l i n t c l s  with a  c c n t r a l  r i s i n g .  Thc basement doors a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p l a i n  
oncs  on t h c  second f l o o r  bu t  t h e  framcs a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from those  of t h e  
ot l icr  f l o o r s - b u t  t h e  backbands a r e  mucll widcr and have q u i t c  d i f f e r e n f  
noldin:,s. On th1.s lourcr f l o o r  a lone  a r e  t h c  c h a i r .  r a i l s  which form the  
sI 11s of thc vindovts o r i g i n a l .  A s  i s  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t ,  o l d  forms have bccn 
maintained i n  t h c  l e s s  p r c t c n t i o u s  a r e a s  of a  dwell ing.  I n  somc rooms of 
the  upper f loo r s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner has added c h a i r  r a i l s a n d  cornices .  
Hov:cvcr, t h e  baseboards throughout appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  Windo~r r c v c a l s  
a-unpaneled on t h e  basement and second f l o o r s ;  only  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  
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7. they panclcd. 
Thcrc i s  a  o t rong s i m i l a r i t y  i n  a l l  t he  mantels a t  Lone 0al:s. A 1 1  a r e  

C lnos ica l  Revival wi th  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  an en tab la tu re .  A l l  t h c  
p i l n s t c r s  havc p c d c s t a l s  and molded c a p i t a l s  bu t  thc  moldings of t h c  
c a p l t n l s  vary  conoidcrab1.y from room t o  room os  do t h e  moldings of t h e  
c o r n i c c  s e c t i o n  of the  mantels.  

A number of ou tbu i ld ings  survive .  The q u a r t e r s  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  i n  
t h e  r c a r ,  have t h e  samc bond a s  thc  r c a r  facndcs of t h c  house - t h r e e  
s t r c t c h c r s  a l t e r n a t i n g  wi th  n rorq of Flcmish bond - and have the  samc simpl'  
vooden l i n t e l s  ovcr  the  openings a s  those uscd on p a r t s  of the  house. The 
q u a r t e r s  a r e  d iv ided i n t o  two rooms on cach f l o o r ;  presumably t h e  wcst  roo1 
of t h c  f i r s t  f l o o r  was uscd a s  an o u t s i d e  ki tchcn.  The s t o r e  bu i ld ing  t o  
the  c a s t  a l s o  has  vroodcn l i n t c l s  over t h e  openings b u t  thc  bond i s  va r i cd  
by having four  rows of stretchers. I n  t h e  r e a r  of thc  s to rehouse  i s  a ramp 
vrhicl~ l cads  t o  t h e  sccond f l o o r  l eve l .  To the  sou theas t  s t ands  a  briclc 
b u i l d i n g  used a s  a  kiln. It has a  f i n e  molded b r i c k  cornice.  F i n a l l y ,  t he  
briclc springhouse t o  t h e  northvrest i s  s i m i l a r  t o  the  o t h c r  outbui ld ingo i n  
.i.ts bricl: bond and c l a s s i c a l  Revival l i n t e l s .  Although somcv~liat muddied, 
t h c  l i t t l e  s t ream s t i l l  runs  i n  t h e  basement of the  springhouse. , 
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STATEMENT O F  S l C N I  F I C A N C E  

Lone Oaks is t h c  homc on Mud Licl: Crcelc, betwccn Roanoke and Cave 
Spr ing ,  which Benjamin Dcycrle (1006-1883) cons t ruc tcd  f o r  h i s  family. 
Grandson of one of t h c  e a r l i e s t  s c t t l c r s  of thc  Roanokc Val lcp ,  Deyerlc 
was orphancd a t  a n  e a r l y  agc bu t  i n  s p i t c  of  h i s  inauspic ious  beginnings 
and a l ack  of  cx tcns ivc  formal education, hc soon rosc  t o  be t h e  most 
important  Roanolcc County a rca  contracLor and bu i ldc r  of t h e  mid-nineteenth 
cen tu ry ,  a s  we l l  as a country cn t rcprcncur  of importance. A l a rgc - sca lc  
f a rnc r  ~ r l t l i  cons idcrablc  t r a c t s  of land i n  both Roano!:~ and Franlclin 
Counties ,  h c  r a i s c d  mostly corn ,  wheat, tobacco, and c a t t l e .  IIe had,  a s  
c l  a  Trospcrous m i l l ,  n  d i s t i l l e r y ,  and a  gcnc ra l  s t o r c .  

Most important  of a l l ,  thc  numerous houscs and churchcs which hc 
contracted ar.d b u i l t  form tlic backbone of the  C l a s s i c a l  Revival s t y l e  i n  
tlic Koanokc a r e a .  They include 1.; n tc rcy  and I n t e r v a l e  i n  Salcm, Bell-Air 
on Cravcn's Crcck P1casar.t Grovc a t  Glcnvar,  and Hun te r ' s  Horiic i n  southwest 
Roanoke. 1Ic a l s o  cccr.is t o  havc cons t ruc tcd  t h c  I t i l l i a n a t c  s e c t i o n  of the  
Dcycrlc  Plilcc ox D1acl:r:atcr i n  Frankl in  County. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  hc i s  rcputcd 
bu i ldc r  o: two churchcs i n  Frankl in  County: Fairmont B a p t i s t  Church and 
I'icdxont P rcsby tc r i an  Church i n  Callaway. Dcycr l c ' s  bui ldingchavc a  grace 
ai;d a l - ch i t cc tu ra l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  which, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  
handbooks, a r c  q u i t c  su rp r i s ing .  I t  i s  pcrliaps f a i r  t o  say that Lonc Oalts 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  is t h c  most liandsome and f i n e l y  c r a f t c d  of t h e  Deycrlc 
bu i ld ings  which i n  thcnsc lvcs  a r c  considcrcd by somc t o  be t h e  f i n e s t  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h c  Roanolcc Valley.  

Lonc 0nl:s rcmnincd i n  tlic Dcycrle family u n t i l  t he . t . . en t i e th  century  
when it was purchased by t h c  John Hatchcr Fergusons and l a t e r  s o l d  t o  i t s  
p r e s c n t  otmcrs t h e  Alan M. Finks. 
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