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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Mountain View, t h e  Jun ius  Fishburn house, i s  a monumental Georgian 
Revival r e s idence  loca ted  a t  714 13 th  S t r e e t ,  S.N.,in t h e  Ci ty  of Roanoke. 
Erected i n  1907 a f t e r  t h e  des igns  of t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  H. H. Huggins, t h e  
house i s  a f a m i l i a r  c i t y  landmark. The r ec tangu la r ,  2%-story s t r u c t u r e  has  
a c e n t r a l - h a l l  p l an  and is  s e t  on a coursed s tone  foundation.  A l l  t h e  w a l l s  
a r e  executed i n  cream-colored, pressed-brick veneer  w i t h  s t o n e  and wood de- 
t a i l i n g .  The e d i f i c e  is  covered by a green t i l e  hipped r o o f .  

The cen te r  bay of t h e  f r o n t  (west) e l e v a t i o n  p rese rves  i t s  c o l o s s a l  p o r t i c o  
c o n s i s t i n g  of two c l u s t e r s  of t h r e e  f l u t e d  I o n i c  columns suppor t ing  an  I o n i c  
e n t a b l a t u r e  topped by a pediment conta in ing  a l u n e t t e .  A one-story porch ex- 
tends a c r o s s  t h e  facade  and runs under t h e  p o r t i c o  where i t  i s  surmounted by 
a ba lus t r ade  wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s .  On t h e  south e l e v a t i o n  a s i m i l a r l y  ex- 
ecuted porch has  l o s t  its roof ba lus t r ade  and has been converted i n t o  a con- 
se rva to ry  f o r  t h e  d in ing  room. The r e a r  ( eas t )  e l e v a t i o n  mainta ins  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  one-story porch wi th  ba lus t r ade  and a b u t t i n g  one-story conservatory. 
A one-story columned porch on t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n  mainta ins  its a t t a c h e d  
porte-cochere. 

The main ent rance ,  l oca ted  on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n ,  c o n s i s t s  of an  e l l i p t i c a l  
multi-paned f a n l i g h t  transom wi th  complementing multi-paned s i d e l i g h t s  s e t  be- 
tween p i l a s t e r s .  The s i d e l i g h t s  f l a n k  t h e  double doorway which r e t a i n s  i t s  
glass-paned double doors  and i n t e r i o r  v e s t i b u l e  doors.  Less formal  doorways 
with wooden paneled doors a r e  found on t h e  remaining e l e v a t i o n s .  The fenes-  
t r a t i o n  t rea tment  v a r i e s  throughout t h e  house. The f i r s t - s t o r y  windows on 
t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  a r e  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e .  They c o n s i s t  of single-paned 
hung sashtopped by multi-paned, leaded-glass  transoms. Other examples found 
throughout t h e  house inc lude  leaded-glass  casements, multi-paned, hung-sash 
and single-paned, hung-sash windows. Gauged-brick f l a t  a rches  d i s t i n g u i s h  
t h e  main openings on a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  A f u l l  I o n i c  e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  d e n t i l s  
and modi l l ions  runs  t h e  per imeter  of t h e  eaves course.  The t i l e d ,  hipped 
roof i s  topped by a ba lus t raded deck executed i n  galvanized i r o n .  Sc ro l l ed  
pediment and semic i rcu la r  hooded dormers break t h e  roof l i n e  on a l l  e l e v a t i o n s .  
Cer t a in  dormers house chimneys. 

Mountain V i e w  con ta ins  a very  e l a b o r a t e  i n t e r i o r  wi th  some o r i g i n a l  f u r n i -  
t u r e  and appointments. The c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  dominated by a c e n t r a l ,  monumental 
open-well s t a i r  t h a t  runs  t o  t h e  a t t i c .  The s t a i r  has  square ,  paneled newels, 
a molded h a n d r a i l  and turned b a l u s t e r s .  On t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  t h e  newels a l s o  
func t ion  a s  lamp s tandards .  The f i r s t - f l o o r  h a l l  has dark-stained paneled 
wainscoting. A sma l l  v e s t i b u l e ,  f lanked by a lcoves ,  is separa ted  from t h e  
s t a i r  by a three-bay arcade.  Large openings supported by I o n i c  columns pro- 
v i d e  access  t o  t h e  p a r l o r  and l i b r a r y ,  while  rounded-arch doorways s e r v e  t h e  
l i b r a r y  and den. The remaining h a l l  doorways have l e s s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c r o s s e t t e  
surrounds. 

The d in ing  room i s  t h e  most r i c h l y  ornamented room i n  t h e  house. The door- 
way i n t o  t h e  h a l l  has  engaged f l u t e d  I o n i c  columns suppor t ing  a Georgian- 
insp i red  en tab la tu re .  The doorway is  f lanked by leaded-glass  ch ina  cupboards, 
o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  house. Paneled wainscoting and a d e n t i l  and modi l l ion  c o r n i c e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  U 1 )  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Mountain View ranks  among t h e  no tab le  examples of t h e  e a r l y  Georgian 
Revival  s t y l e  i n  t h e  Commonwealth. During t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r i e s  
a  new sense  of monumentality began t o  mani fes t  i t s e l f  i n  American domest ic  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r e .  A s  a  con t inua t ion  of t h e  19th-century Romantic movement, t h e  s t y l e  was 
in sp i r ed  both by 18th-century Georgian a r c h i t e c t u r e  and t h e  g rand iose  works of 
t h e  Beaux A r t s  school  and was popular ized i n  t h e  f a sh ionab le  r e s i d e n c e s  of t l ie  
count ry ' s  upper c l a s s .  Mountain View was designed and b u i l t  i n  1907 by l o c a l  
a r c h i t e c t  H. H. Huggins f o r  Jun ius  B l a i r  Fishburn, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Exchange Bank of Roanoke, and i t  served a s  h i s  r e s idence  u n t i l  h i s  dea th .  Through 
i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c i t y ' s  leading  f i n a n c i e r  and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t ,  Mountain View 
symbolizes t h e  remarkable i n d u s t r i a l ,  commercial, and r e s i d e n t i a l  development t h a t  
took p l a c e  i n  Roanoke a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  20th century .  

The t ransformat ion  of a  r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  town of 5,000 peop le  i n  t h e  1880s 
t o  t h e  "Magic City" of modern t imes was l a r g e l y  a  consequence of Roanoke's l o c a t i o n  
a t  t h e  junc t ion  po in t  of t h e  Norfolk and Western, t h e  Southern,  and t h e  Shenandoah 
Valley ra i lways  i n  1882. The town a t  once became t h e  headquar t e r s  of t h e  Norfo lk  
and Western Rai l road  Company, handling t h e  bulk of c o n s t r u c t i o n  and heavy r e p a i r  
work of t h e  company's e n t i r e  system a s  we l l  a s  t h e  f a b r i c a t i o n  of a l l  its loco-  
motives,  f r e i g h t ,  and passenger c a r s .  Offer ing  p rospec t ive  manufac turers  and 
sh ippe r s  low f r e i g h t  r a t e s ,  t h e  c i t y  a l s o  s tood a t  t h e  gateway of southwestern  
Vi rg in i a  a s  an important  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t e r ,  i n  proximity t o ,  and i n  d i r e c t  
r a i l r o a d  communication w i t h ,  t h e  Vi rg in i a  and West V i r g i n i a  c o a l f i e l d s .  A t  t h e  
time Mountain View w a s  b u i l t ,  Roanoke boas ted ,  a p a r t  from t h e  o f f i c e s  and machine 
works of t h e  Norfolk and Western, t h e  l a r g e s t  b r idge  works s o u t h  of Pennsylvania  
and Ohio and e a s t  of t h e  Miss i s s ipp i ;  a  steam-operated f l o u r  m i l l ;  s e v e r a l  p ig - i ron  
f a c t o r i c s ; a  c o t t o n  m i l l ;  a brewery; a  lumber m i l l ;  a  marble works; a  packing house;  
and a  chenlical p l a n t .  None of t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  had e x i s t e d  twenty y e a r s  be fo re .  

Commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  growth accompanied Roanoke's r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l  
development. During t h e  per iod  1903-07, f o r  example, Roanoke wi tnessed  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of more than  1,440 houses and conunercial b u i l d i n g s .  By 1907 Roanoke 
had grown i n t o  a  c i t y  of more than  35,000 i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  whom i t  o f f e r e d  p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e l e c t r i f i e d  homes, te lephone s e r v i c e ,  and paved streets, a s  w e l l  
a s  water ,  d ra inage  and s a n i t a r y  supp l i e s .  

Such phenomenal growth would have been impossible  wi thout  a s t e a d y  i n f l u x  
of popula t ion  a f t e r  1880. Like a  d i s t a n t  magnet, oppor tun i ty  a t t r a c t e d  men l i k e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 



Bruce, Carolyn Hale. A P i c t o r i a l  History of Roanoke. Norfolk,  Va., c a .  1970.  
Fishburn, Robert.  In terv iew i n  Roanoke Times, March 1980. 
I, ; Jun ius  B .  Fishburn,  long l eade r  i n  Roanoke d ies ."  Roanoke m, 2 A p r i l  1955, 

sec .  I. P .  1. 
Roanoke Chamber of Commerce. Roanoke, Vi rg in ia ,  1907. 
I, 

I 
Roanoke's F i r s t  Ci t izen ."  Roanoke Times 27 September 1945, s e c .  1, p. 1. ----- , i 

1 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D  PROPERTY Approximatdy 2 .,-PI---, 

QUADRANGLE NAME Roanoke, Vi rg in ia  Q U A D R A N G L E  SCALE 1:24000 - 
U T M  REFERENCES w l&W 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

B L - ~ I I I I I I I I I I  r I I t i  

i 
HLJ L - L J  1-1 i 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning a +  a poin t  on E s i d e  of 1 3 t h  S t r e e t , ,  approxi-  I 
mately 1000' N of Roanoke River ,  1 0 0 0 ' ~ ~ ~  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  street and 
Norfolk and Western Railroad Tracks; thence extending 400' SSE along W s i d e  of 
Wasena Terrace;  then  extending 3 0 0 ' m :  thence extending 350' NW t o  S s i d e  of 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
1 3 t h . S t r e e t '  thence e x t e  ding 300' NE along s a i d  s i d e  of s a i d  street t o  p o i n t  of 

sP&gln. ( c i t y  Lo t s  5-20y. COUNTY CODE 

- 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE I 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E 1  TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  -- - 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission June  1980 - 
S T R E E T &  kUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS. 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion-in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

, 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  



(11/78) 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE 

NAITONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

Mountain View, Roanoke, V i rg in i a  

CONTINUATION SHEET I T E M  N U M B E R  7 & 8 P A G E  1 

7 .  DESCRIPTION 

embell ish t h e  room. Multi-paned g l a s s  doors  topped by a  l eaded-g la s s  transom 
provide access  t o  t h e  conservatory.  

The p a r l o r  c o n t a i n s  a  no tab le  p l a s t e r e d  corn ice  and c e i l i n g  t h a t  f e a t u r e s  
a  Greek f r e t .  The l i b r a r y  and den con ta in  cof fered  c e i l i n g s .  Both t h e  p a r l o r  
and den have simply executed Colonia l  Revival  mantels .  A conse rva to ry  is  found 
behind t h e  r e a r  h a l l  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The b u t l e r ' s  p a n t r y  and k i t c h e n  r e t a i n  
t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  cupboards and c l o s e t s .  

The second-floor chambers a r e  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  than t h e  f i r s t  b u t  have s i m i l a r  
mantels .  The h a l l  on t h e  second f l o o r  con ta ins  f i n e l y  tu rned  s p i n d l e  g r i l l e s  
t h a t  a r e  noted i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  house p lans .  C l a s s i c a l l y  s t y l e d  s i n k s  a s  w e l l  a s  
o the r  e a r l y  bathroom f i x t u r e s  remain i n  t h c  house. 

The e s t a t e  inc ludes  two o r i g i n a l  outbui ld ings  loca ted  n o r t h  of t h e  ma in  
house. The c a r e t a k e r ' s  c o t t a g e  i s  a l h t o r y ,  cream-colored b r i c k ,  gable-roofed 
s t r u c t u r e .  Executed i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond, t h e  house has  a  one-story columned and 
pedimented porch on t h e  south  ( f r o n t )  e l eva t ion .  A one-story greenhouse wing 
extends t o  t h e  no r th .  

Also executed i n  cream-colored pressed b r i c k  i s  t h e  second c o t t a g e  of 
1% s t o r i e s .  It has  a  pedimented p o r t i c o  and stuccoed gab les .  Copies of 
o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  drawings a r e  i n  t h e  house. 

The ex tens ive ly  landscaped grounds preserve  many o ld  t r e e s  and p l a n t i n g s .  
A c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  runs  around f h e  house. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION - 

The nomination c o n s i s t s  of 2 a c r e s  and is  a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
Fishburn holdings.  A t  one time Fishburn owned c i t y  l o t s  5-20, one e n t i r e  
block.  The boundaries  inc lude  t h e  house, ou tbu i ld ings ,  and land  immediately 
around them. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE --- 

Fishburn and Huggins t o  Roanokc and gave t h e i r  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g i e s  wide scope. Both 
men removed themselves t o  t h e  town soon a f t e r  i t  received i t s  c h a r t e r  i n  1884, 
and both found p r o f e s s i o n a l  success  i n  c a r e e r s  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  

(See Continuat ion St ree t  R2) I 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE I 
c i t y ' s  growing p r o s p e r i t y .  1 

6 

Junius  B l a i r  Fishburn was born i n  Boones M i l l ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1865. H i s  f ami ly  
moved t o  Danv i l l e ,  Kentucky,where he at tended t h e  p u b l i c  schools .  He went t o  

1 
I 

Roanoke a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  of h i s  uncle  (who had w r i t t e n  him of t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
i 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e ) ,  T. T. Fishburn,  a  l o c a l  merchant and a  founder i 
of t h e  Nat ional  Exchange Bank of Roanoke. Upon h i s  a r r i v a l ,  Jun ius  helped h i s  
uncle  s e l l  s t o c k  i n  t h e  bank. When i t  was organized i n  1889, he became c a s h i e r  
a t  t h e  age of 23. Fishburn was e l e c t e d  a  d i r e c t o r  i n  1894 and p r e s i d e n t  i n  
1905. H e  served i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  he  was named chairman of t h e  board i n  
January of 1920. From t h a t  p o s i t i o n  he guided t h e  merger of t h e  Exchange Bank 

I 
wi th  t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank i n  1926. He became chairman of t h a t  board i n  1935. 

A s  a  youth Fishburn had been employed by a  newspaper, Thq Kentucky Advocate. 
Years l a t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  banker purchased an i n t e r e s t  i n  Thq Roanoke Ti~m_e_s_. I n  
1918 he  acquired m a j o r i t y  ownership of Roanoke's two l o c a l  newspapers and formed 
The Times-World Corporat ion.  He was p res iden t  of both  newspapers, and when h i s  
son succeeded him i n  1923, he became chairman of t h e  board. Toward t h e  end of 
h i s  c a r e e r  Fishburn turned h i s  a t t e n t i o n  from banks and newspapers t o  ph i l an th ropy .  
H i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  parks  and r e c r e a t i o n  system, f o r  example, r e s u l t e d  i n  
l a r g e  donat ions  of land t o  t h e  c i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  he  was one of t h e  b e n e f a c t o r s  
of Fa i rys tone  S t a t e  Park. He a l s o  gave l i b e r a l l y  money and books t o  many V i r g i n i a  
co l l eges .  H i s  g e n e r o s i t y  r e s u l t e d  i n  numerous c i v i c  awards. He w a s  an o f f i c e r  
on coun t l e s s  boards and rece ived  honorary degrees from many c o l l e g e s .  J u s t  be fo re  
he  d ied  i n  Roanoke i n  1955, he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  South ' s  H a l l  of Fame. 

The a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  Fishburn House, H. H. Huggins, i s  descr ibed  i n  h i s  
o b i t u a r i e s  a s  "...one of Roanoke's most prominent men... M r .  Huggins was 
regarded a s  one of t h e  foremost a r c h i t e c t s  i n  t h e  South and planned many of 
t h e  l a r g e s t  bu i ld ings  i n  t h i s  (Roanoke) ci ty." '  Huggins came t o  Roanoke from 
South Carol ina  a s  a  young man i n  1890. He appears  t o  have met wi th  immediate 
success  i n  h i s  adopted c i t y .  H i s  accomplishnents of m e  y e a r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
a r e  documented i n  t h e  C i ty  D i r e c t o r i e s  of 1902 and 1904-05: 

14 r e s idences ,  1. church, 2  Lodge b u i l d i n g s ,  
3 Y.M.C.A. bu i ld ings ,  1 school  b u i l d i n g ,  10 
bus iness  houses - wi th in  12 months! 

There a r e  some n i c e  Colonia l  des igns  f o r  
r e s idences  t o  my c r e d i t  t h i s  year .  The s t y l e  
of o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s  is not  s u f f i c i e n t l y  appre- 
c i a t e d  but  w i l l  be! 

(See Continuat ion Sheet i/3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 
I 

Trinity M.E. Church being built from 
my plans - when completed will show a marked 
departure from the stereotyped Gothic style of 
architecture so common to churches. * 

I 
I have designed since the preceding issue 

of this Directory buildings costing between a 
quarter and half million dollars! 

Two years later the City Directory continued to record his progress, "I have already I 
designed this year twelve fine residences--lots of other buildings also."' i 

I 

An obvious reference to the Fishburn house appeared among the architect's 
numerous ads in the Directory of 1908: 

Under my plans and direction, there has been 
erected in Roanoke one of the finest residences in 
the State of Virginia. A card from you or a verbal 
request will entitle you to a pictorial proof of 
the above assertion. 

Mountain View was well received upon its completion. Along with a select number 
of residences, it was published in Roanoke Virginia, a pamphlet issued by the city's 
Chamber of Commerce for distribution at the Jamestown Exposition of 1907. Huggins 
evidently had succeeded in implanting the Colonial and Georgian Revival styles on 
the city's architectural landscape. Unlike the Georgian and Colonial Revival 
styles that would follow the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg, the earlier 
turn-of-the-century works were more eclectic and used classical elements quite 
freely so that few of the buildings precisely resemble any buildings of earlier 
times. Huggins' treatment of the Fishburn House illustrates this. The design 
of its colossal front portico, interior detailing and porches are Neo-classical 
in spirit. The dormers, balustrade and stair hall belong to the earlier Georgian 
period while the library borrows from a still earlier Tudor example. Huggins' 
organization of the interior through a well-ordered plan assured the house's 
commodity and comfort throughout. 

The residence presently serves as the offices of the city's Department of 1 
Parks and Recreation. The city preserves copies of the original architectural 
drawings of the house. 

VDS/RCC 

l~oanoke Times, 8 December 1912, p. 20. -- - 
(See Continuation Sheet # 4 )  






