Hotel Roanoke
Name of Property

.

5. Classification

City of Roanoke, Virginia

County and State

Qwnership of Property Category of Property

{Check as many boxes as apply) {Check only one bex)
X_ private _X_ building(s)
X_ public-local ___ district
__ public-State ____ site
__ public-Federal ____ structure
___ object

Name of related muitiple property listing
{Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
{Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
I buildings
sites
i 2 structures
objects
2 2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
{Enter categories from instructions)

Category Subcategory Category Subcategory

DOMESTIC hotel DOMESTIC hotel

COMMERCE/TRADE restaurant COMMERCE/TRADE restaurant

RECREATION auditorium EDUCATION education-refated
AND CULTURE

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
Tudor Revival

Narrative Description

{Enter categories from instructions}

foundation  STONE

walls BRICK
STUCCO

roof SLATE

other CONCRETE
METAL

(see continuation sheets)

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Hotel Roancke
Name of Property

W

8. Statement of Significance

City of Roanoke, Yirginia

County and State

Applicable National Register Criteria
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register fisting.)

X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X _C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of
a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components fack
individual distinction,

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

A COMMERCE

A: TRANSPORTATION
A: SOCIAL HISTORY
C ARCHITECTURE

Significant Person
{Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Narrative Statement of Significance

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past fifty years.

R

Period of Significance
1882 - 1946

Significant Dates
882
1931
1938

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
POST, GEORGE B. AND SONS
SMALL, SMITH AND REEB

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on fite (NPS):
___ preliminary determination of individual listing

{36 CFR 67) has been requested
___ previously listed in the National Register
___ previousty determined eligible by the National Register
____designated a National Historic Landmark
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

____recorded by Mistoric American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

____ Other State agency

__Federal agency

__ Local government

_X_ University

___Other

Name of repository:

v Special Collecti !



Hotel Roanoke City of Roanoke, Virginia

Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 6.5 acres

UTM References

{Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheer)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
| 17 594000 4125600 3 __
2 _ 4

See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.}

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

I lI. Form Prepared By

name/title Leslie A. Giles, Architectural Historian and John R. Kern, Ph.D., Historian

organization DHR / Roanoke Regionai Preservation Office ~  date 0| September (995

street & number 1030 Penmar Avenue, SE telephone (540) 857-7585

city or town Roanoke state VA zip code 24013

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPQ for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name _see attached list of property owners

street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibilicy for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listi ngs. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (|6 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hou rs per responseincluding the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and ma intaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project {1024-00(8), Washington, DC 20503.



(Nag‘:crm 10500 OMB Approval No. 1024.0018

+
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Hotel Roanoke
Section number _7_ Page _| _ City of Roanoke, VA

7. DESCRIPTION (continued)
Materials

foundation BRICK

walls woOOD

roof SYNTHETICS

other STONE
BRICK

Narrative Description

Summary Description and Integrity Statement

Hotel Roanoke, a veteran of multiple building campaigns since it was first begun in 1882, remains one of the
Roanoke Valley's most prominent and familiar landmarks today. Sited on a landscaped hilltop immediately north
of the Norfolk-Southern Corporation's east-west railroad line through the city, the Tudor Revival style hotel is
one of several extant buildings and structures developed by and for the Norfolk and Western Railroad in
Roanoke, Virginia, which served as the railway's headquarters from 1881 to 1982. In addition to its landscaped
hilltop setting, portions of the hotel completed in 1931, 1938, 1946, and 1954 survive essentially unaltered when
viewed from the exterior. Ranging in height from three-and-one-half to seven stories, Hotel Roanoke features
public gathering, dining, meeting and entertaining spaces and currently houses over three hundred guest rooms.
Architects historically associated with surviving portions of the hotel include Knut W, Lind, Al A, for George B.
Post & Sons of New York City; and Small, Smith and Reeb of Cleveland, Ohio. Landscape architect A.A. Farnham,
a professor at Virginia Polytechnic Institute, developed the 1938 design scheme for the hotel site.

Although Hotel Roanoke closed to guests in 1989, in April 1995 a major rehabilitation program was compieted
to return the building to its original use. Supported in part by public funds and private donations, the project
included preservation and restoration of the hotel's exterior and most of its major public spaces; rehabilitation
of the less-public guest rooms, circulation corridors, and service areas; and addition of a Conference Center wing
and a new outdoor pool. The Conference Center's main entry, north of the Regency Dining Room and accessed
from Wells Avenue, now serves as the hotel's secondary public entrance. One major historic element of the
building, the 1938 Crystal Ballroom, was demolished; a concrete-paved courtyard with minimal landscaping now
occupies its site. Fortunately, many of the ballroom's significant interior features and fixtures were salvaged and
restored for use within the Conference Center. A few noncontributing structures, among them the 1960s
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Description (continued)

swimming pool and its later enclosure, were also demolished during the rehabilitation project. Significant
landscape features, including the circular pool and drive at the main lobby entrance, rusticated ashlar limestone
fences and retaining walls, and mature deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs have for the most part been
preserved, while driveways and parking areas have been expanded and resurfaced.

terior Description

Hotel Roancke, in an almost constant state of growth and change since the |1880s, today retains wings from
several construction periods, each with subtle variations in the use and placement of materials and ornamental
details. In form, the hotel consists of three wings that correspond to four different construction phases
undertaken after World War | yet prior to the recent rehabilitation. Structurally, the wings employ steel framing,
reinforced concrete floors, and Pyrobar {concrete) roof panels. Shingles of gray slate sheathe the muitiple roof
planes, while exterior masonry walls incorporate veneers of off-white Indiana limestone, gray rockfaced local
limestone, variegated red brick, off-white stucco, and dark brown wood alongside metal windows painted dark
green. Indiana limestone is also used for window sills and some carved ornaments. Copper, now oxidized to a
verdigris color, is employed sparingly on roofs for ornamental features, gutters, and flashing. Each of the hotel
wings exhibits attributes of Tudor Revival architecture, a romantic style commonly adopted for domestic and
institutional architecture in the United States during the 1920s-1930s. Hallmark features of the style, such as
decorative half-timbering with patterned brickwork and whitewashed stucco, contrasting stonework, prominent
gables with little or no roof overhang, ornamental verge boards, grouped muiti-pane windows and numerous
dormer windows, are evident throughout the hotel's exterior. The Conference Center addition, completed in
1995, utilizes structural steel framing to which precast concrete panels are attached as the primary exterior
sheathing material. In coloration, the precast concrete approximates the off-white Indiana limestone used on
earlier portions of the hotel.

Hotel Roanoke's 1938 West Wing, although not the earliest surviving section of the building, is the most
prominent of the three wings. As built, the West Wing provided a new formal entry, lobby, dining room, large
reception spaces, small meeting or dining rooms, a rooftop garden, 18| guest rooms--including a penthouse
apartment--and 100 underground parking spaces. Service areas included a large kitchen, staff locker rooms and
cafeteria, mechanical rooms, and offices. The wing was designed by hotel specialist Knut W. Lind, AL A., a partner
with the New York city-based architectural firm of George B. Post & Sons. The firm had been established in 1860
and was known for, among other things, its role in "evolving the standard American hotel plan with a bath in every
room." The firm's Roanoke project replaced the hotel's original 1882 lobby and west wing that had been
extensively remodeled and reconstructed in 1890, damaged by fire in 1898, and rebuilt in 1899. The commission
did not call for a total rebuilding, though; the hotel was to retain its two most modern sections--the 1916 East
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Wing and the 193] Northeast Wing. These wings, which had continued the Tudor Revival tradition begun with
earlier versions of the hotel, undoubtedly encouraged the architects of the West Wing to select the same design
theme for the new project. The 1938 West Wing adopts the ubiquitous decorative false half-timbering, stucco,
patterned brickwork, projecting bays and oriels, steep gables, and other medieval-inspired features that are
hallmarks of the style. The architects did introduce large-scale use of Indiana limestone as the ground floor's
primary exterior material: the ashlar masonry's smooth surface and narrow mortar joints provide an elegant
contrast to the rugged texture of rusticated limestone seen in earlier portions of the hotel. The material is also
especially suited to intricate sculptural decoration, which the architects selectively employed on the exterior.

In form, the multi-storied West Wing has a roughly Y-shaped footprint. An asymmetrically pfaced, seventh-story
tower with slate-sheathed pyramidal roof and decorative copper-clad cupola highlights the hotel's six-story main
block. The tower is situated so as to rise directly behind a six-and-one-half-story cross-gabled projection that is
further articulated by a four-story oriel-like window bay. A one-story, five-bay limestone arcade at the base of
the main block shelters the thirteen-feet-deep portico that marks the formal entry to the hotel lobby. The arcade
and adjacent ground floor door and window openings employ four-centered arches with carefully crafted voissoirs
and concentric carved archivolts. The spandrel panels between the arches are vertically divided by projecting
moldings that terminate in carved bosses located at the same level as the impost blocks. The open arcade is
embellished with sculptural soffit carvings within each of the bays, which are further accentuated by a freestanding
parapet-like railing with panels and balusters of Indiana limestone. Beneath the shelter of the portico, rough-hewn
beams support the flat ceiling. A projecting wood and glass vestibule is crowned with battlement-like

- crenellations, while the initials "HR" adorn a carved wooden shield directly above the double doors. Crab
Orchard flagstones serve as flooring for the portico and front entry steps. Original copper and glass lanterns
illuminate the portico’s facade. Four-and-one-half-story flanking wings extend south and west from the main block,
feature open-air terraces that adjoin the portico, and are punctuated by three-story brick and limestone polygonal
towers with corner quoining. The parapet design of the main block continues along the flanking wings, but there
it has been transformed from three dimensions to two, using veneers of limestone and herringbone-pattern
brickwork. The only modern exterior alterations to the entry facade are a wheelchair-accessible ramp designed
in concrete and rusticated limestone to match the adjacent foundation materials, a new canvas canopy at the front
entry, and awnings over the arched windows.

Along the north elevation of the West Wing, an exedral projection encloses a portion of the Regency Dining
Room, the hotel's full service restaurant. A tall base of rusticated coursed limestone supports the convex brick
wall, which features muiti-pane windows conforming to the same four-centered arches as do the windows used
along the wing's entrance front. Formerly exposed to the elements, the semicircular bow is now encased by the
building's secondary entrance lobby. A final portion of the West Wing extends northward from the main block.
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Originally only four stories with a rooftop garden, the wing was altered in 1954 to include the addition of a fifth
level, elimination of the roof garden, and a five-story addition to the north side. The additions, designed by Small,
Smith and Reeb of Cleveland, Ohio, replicate the materials and detailing of the original wing, although a slight
mismatch in brick color clearly distinguishes the new work from the old. The first floor level has a slightly larger
footprint than the higher floor levels; five large windows along the north elevation indicate the location of the
Shenandoah Room, one of the hotel's mid-size meeting rooms. Above the flat, parapeted roof of the expanded
wing, a two-stage cubical-form feature, housing mechanical equipment, is accentuated with decorative half-
timbering. In the 1995 rehabilitation, a minor one-story, brick-clad addition east of the wing and north of the
inner court was built to provide needed service, utility, and security areas.

To the east of this wing, opposite a concrete-paved courtyard that formerly served as the location of the Crystal
Ballroom, stands the 1931 Northeast Wing. The earfiest surviving portion of the hotel, the rectangular-form wing
provides guest rooms on each of its five above-ground levels. The wing was added to the northeast corner of the
former three-story East Wing (1916-1946), which had been designed by architects Frye and Chesterman of
Roanoke. Surviving architectural drawings of the 1931 construction show only the nameplate of the Office of the
Chief Engineer of the Norfolk and Western Railway, but the high level of artistically detailed architectural features,
combined with the company’s traditional reliance upon architects rather than engineers for hotel designs, suggest
that an as-yet unidentified architectural firm was responsible for the Northeast Wing's design. The wing, a 3-1/2-
story rectangular block with a projecting central "oriel" bay and 4-1/2-story cross-gabled end pavilions, encloses
about 40,000 square feet. Originally housing 65 guest rooms and a 60-car basement-level garage, the 133-foot-
long wing now contains 48 guest rooms. Its garage has been converted to mechanical and storage spaces.
Sheathed in coursed rusticated limestone on the basement level and dark red brick on the main levels, the wing
features decorative half-timbering of Florida cypress stickwork that frames fields of brick and stucco. The half-
timbering articulates the surfaces of the wing's upper floor levels and projecting bays with rectangular, X-
patterned, and arched panels. Steel casement and double-hung windows light the interior spaces. Along the east
elevation, the wing's most publicly visible facade, windows feature unusual eight-over-seven double-hung sash with
a four-centered arch motif in the lower sash. A three-and-one-half-story oriel bay, featuring groups of four-over-
four double-hung sash windows, carved stone moldings, and a polygenal copper roof, further highlights the east
elevation. In contrast, the wing's west elevation, facing the less public inner courtyard, incorporates simple eight-
over-eight double-hung sash windows and less elaborate detailing.

The wing's south side abuts the 1946 East Wing, a rectangular segment that connects the Northeast and West
wings. Primarily dedicated to guest rooms, the East Wing--sometimes referred to as the South Wing--also defines
the southern end of the inner courtyard. Built in 1946 according to the design of architects Small, Smith and Reeb
of Cleveland, Chio, the East Wing replaced its thirty-year-old, three-and-one-half-story predecessor with a larger
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and longer guest wing. While portions of the 1916 construction, such as foundations and some other structural
elements, may have been retained and reused in the 1946 work, the wing's exterior wholly reflects the 1946
period. The East Wing stands four-and-one-half stories above basement and mezzanine levels. lts proportions,
materials, and detailing closely imitate those features of the | 938 West Wing, with Indiana limestone veneer along
the basement and mezzanine levels, and two gabled projections that exactly copy the detailing of the West Wing's
adjoining south-facing gable. An elevator added to the wing during renovations in 1994-1995 required the addition
of a small rooftop appendage that projects above the gabled roof. It has been sheathed with false half-timbering
and white stucco, and does not negatively impact the historic appearance of the wing. The East Wing originally
housed 109 guest rooms on 5 levels, with a beauty parlor, conference rooms, and hotel offices on a lower
mezzanine fevel. The rehabilitation of the East Wing, completed in 1995, developed 89 guest rooms on 6 levels,
and incorporated modern needs such as a new elevator lobby, fitness center, sauna, and access to the outdoor
pool.

The Conference Center, while technically under separate ownership than the hotel property, shares several
facilities, entrances, and other functional systems with the hotel and so for the purposes of this nomination report
is considered to be an addition to the historic hotel, rather than a separate building. Its planning and design were
developed in consultation with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources. This consultation process was
undertaken because the hotel property was at that time considered eligible for the National Register of Historic
Places; since a significant portion of the project financing was derived from federal Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds, the project developers were required to comply with the Section 106 environmental review
process.

The Conference Center addition, enclosing some 82,262 square feet, nearly doubles the former footprint of the
hotel. Fortunately, the addition averages only thirty feet high, and reads as a low-slung, appropriately scaled
appendage to the hotel building. To enhance the addition's compatibility with the adjacent 1938 West Wing, the
architects selected materials and detailing that, while not exactly duplicating the originals, approximate them to
a close degree. Precast concrete panels similar in color to the Indiana limestone veneer incorporate four-
centered windowed and blind arches like those of the portico; cast ornamental moldings simulate the carved
sculptural elements of the hotel's entry facade; and a parapet of repeating X-patterned panels--derived from
historic half-timbering patterns elsewhere on the hotel--crowns the addition. Along portions of the north and
west elevations, the walls incorporate low, rusticated limestone veneers that recall the original stone fences that
bordered the hotel property. The addition's exterior is further embellished with deep incising that suggests the
pattern of mortar joints in true ashlar masonry, and features a derivative quatrefoil motif regularly repeated on
the addition's four major elevations. A rotunda-like feature near the southeast corner of the addition, capped by
a conical skylight, marks the location of a grand interior stair that connects the main "baliroom” level with a lower
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"conference” level. Since the Conference Center's site slopes down from north to south, the addition's five-bay
south elevation includes upper-level arched window openings as well as lower-level window and door openings
that access a semicircular outdoor patio highlighted by tall piers and a monogrammed wrought iron gate original
to the property. The connection of the Conference Center to the hotel is perhaps most formalized along the
north side of the property. There, a recessed court eases the transition from a semicircular driveway and parking
areas along Wells Avenue to the three-bay entry facade. Tall, four-centered arched openings with glazed doors
line the west wall of the addition at the entry court, while the north elevation features a central arched window
flanked by lower, rectangular openings with glazed doors.

Interior Description

Although the interior of Hotel Roanoke has been comprehensively rehabilitated, most of the major public spaces
have retained their original character-defining features. Generally, these features include generously scaled rooms
with geometrically derived floor plans, terrazzo flooring, high ceilings, paneled wall surfaces, criginal or period wall
and ceiling murals, and elaborate light fixtures. Throughout the hotel's public areas--which include the Lobby, Oval
Room, Pine Room, Peacock Alley, and Regency Dining Room--changes were primarily restricted to removal of
asbestos, careful insertion of new mechanical systems and wheelchair-accessible facilities, and installation of new
ceiling finishes. The interiors of most guest room floors, on the other hand, were gutted and rebuiit with new
materials and configurations to meet current hospitality industry standards. Double-loaded corridors continue
to provide primary circulation routes within the wings, while stairways have been rebuilt within existing walls to
meet current fire and safety code requirements. Within the basement level, formerly open garage and service
areas have been subdivided for mechanical systems, storage, and offices. Some original mosaic tile floors and
structural clay tile wall sections remain intact in these non-public areas.

Hotel Roanoke's Main Lobby is entered through the central bay of the five-bay portico-sheltered facade. The
Lobby actually consists of two spaces, a large rectangular reception area and a smaller elevator lobby/registration
desk area directly opposite the front entry. Dark-stained walnut paneling covers the vertical wall surfaces around
the reception area, while a molded plaster cornice, decoratively painted to resemble carved oak leaves in wood,
prevides a transition to the new ceiling. A grid of rectangular, concentrically recessed plaster fields adds
dimension to the ceiling without distracting from the simple woodwork below. Recessed light fixtures, air vents
and returns, and other mechanical features are inserted into the new ceiling, although the predominant ceiling
features remain the three antiqued pewter and wood chandeliers that originally graced the main lobby. Matching
sconces also remain upon the room's walls. Cleaned, polished, and fitted with new wiring, these light fixtures add
significantly to the interior's historic character. A classically inspired limestone mantelpiece, inserted during the
recent rehabilitation, dominates the reception room's northwest wall and provides a dramatic new focal point to
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the room. The smaller registration area of the Lobby features the twenty-four- inch illuminated painted globe
with a reflecting trough that originally lit the Palm Court (currently the Oval Room), and is further distinguished
by original elevator doors, wall paneling, black marble pilasters with Corinthian capitals, large scrofled brackets,
and an unusual frieze along the upper wail. This frieze, of painted canvas panels, depicts nine scenes from Virginia's
colonial history framed by foliage panels, in a mural that measures three feet high and extends for sixty-six feet
around three sides of the registration lobby. The mural scenes, researched and executed by artist Hugo Ohlms,
include “The Landing at Jamestown 1607, Baptism of Pocahontas,” “Marriage of Pocahontas,” “The First
Representative Government in America 1619,” “The Surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown 1781,” “William
and Mary College,” “Patrick Henry's Address 1765, “Women arrive at Jamestown [619,” and “Virginia
Hospitality.”

The Regency Dining Room is reached by ascending a short flight of stairs to the northwest of the main Lobby.
One of the largest of the hotef's original public spaces, the Regency Room's expansive scale is heightened by its
apsidal north side and defined by classical detailing. Fluted lonic pilasters flank four-centered arched window
openings in the north and south walls, and adorn four prominent piers within the room. Original light fixtures,
including brass and crystal chandeliers and dogwood-patterned wall sconces, still grace the room. Access to an
outdoor dining terrace is provided through a set of French doors in the south wall. A buffet area, created in the
1995 renovations, adjoins the west wall of the main dining room and incorporates several panels of a mural frieze
begun in the late 1940s for the Fountain Room, an informal basement level dining room. Artists A. Karoly and
L.P. Szanto expanded the frieze in 1954 when the space was converted to the hotel coffee shop. The mural, which
is painted on canvas in bright impressionistic colors, depicts well-known Virginia scenes, including famous buildings
such as Westover, Gunston Hall, and Michie Tavern. The mural was removed and placed in storage when the
Fountain Room/coffee shop space was subsequently altered for other uses. The recent rehabilitation project led
to its rediscovery and reuse in the buffet area of the Regency Room. A small private dining room, the Virginia
Room, is located just off the main dining room in a unique octagonal space defined by the southwest corner tower.
The Virginia Room features floor-to-ceiling knotty pine paneling, a paneled plaster ceiling, and a-dramatic brass
and crystal chandelier and dogwood-pattern wall sconces.

Along the south side of the reception lobby, directly opposite the fireplace, fluted Doric columns and pilasters
mark the location of the Oval Room, originally known as the Palm Court and later as the Colonizl Room.
Additional classical flavor is brought to the room's perimeter through the use of a Doric frieze with triglyphs. The
large oval space serves as an important circulation route, as it links the Main Lobby with the Pine Room, Peacock
Alley, and the East Wing; it also serves as a well-defined gathering space. In addition to its architectural features,
the Oval Room features four prominent murals in farge panels: "The Virginia Reel," "The Quadrille,” "The Waltz,"
and "The Minuet." The set of four works, featuring historic Virginians of different periods, is signed "lrving and
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Co. Inc., A. Karoly and L.P. Szanto--artists," the same names found on murals dating from 1954 that now are
located in the buffet area of the Regency Room. Other small murals, dating from the original 1938 decoration
of the room, frame circular wrought iron grilles with painted palm fronds and drapery; pairs of wail sconces with
alabaster-like plastic shades and gilded palm fronds adorn each of these smaller panels. The room's ovai ceiling,
originally painted dark blue with a gilded compass, constellations, and zodiacal signs, today retains a more recent
blue-sky-and-clouds mural. The 1995 renovations included addition of a central plaster ceiling ornament from
which a crystal chandelier hangs. A iarge modern fountain and basin directly below the chandelier are set off from
the large oval carpet by a border of travertine marble tiles.

The Pine Room (originally cailed the Lounge) and the former Writing Room open directly off of the south side
of the Oval Room. Collectively known now as the Pine Room Pub, the rooms feature V-grooved and recessed
knotty pine paneling and wainscoting, and an Italian black-marble fireplace surround. Another of the hotel's
original murals on canvas, this one a stylized birds-eye view of Roanoke dating from 1938, hangs framed above
the mantelpiece, Scalloped wooden valances and other trim embeliish window openings, while dentils adorn the
upper wall surfaces adjoining the plastered ceiling. Alterations for the 1995 renovation included instaliation of
kitchen and bar facilities, and replacement of the old light fixtures with Craftsman-style reproduction brass
chandeliers and stained-glass wall sconces. The rooms also receive ample natural daylight from large arched
window openings at the adjoining terrace.

Peacock Alley extends northward from the Oval Room towards the meeting rooms at the north end of the main
building. The paneled walls and coved ceiling of the long corridor are highlighted by three triptych sets of hand
blocked English walipaper panels. Each of the panel groups, which are placed on the west wall, features a peacock
perched amidst lush garden foliage. The east wall of Peacock Alley includes several sets of French doors that lead
out into the Garden Court, an outdoor space formerly home to the Crystal Ballroom. in addition, the corridor
features four classically-styled urn-form suspended ceiling light fixtures of brass and nickel, probably derived from
examples of Roman oil lamps and in keeping with the classical features found throughout the hotel interior..

Within the hotel's guest room levels, original interior partition walls of structural clay tiles, finished with plaster
on expanded metal lath, have been mostly replaced by metai-framed partition walls finished with textured viny!
wallpapers. The concrete floors in corridors and guest rooms have been softened with patterned wall-to-wall
carpets on thick pads. Historic bathroom finishes included mosaic tile floors in a variety of intricate patterns and
colors; marble shower partitions; and standard white porcelain and enameled cast iron fixtures with nickel-plated
handles and faucets. Although no historic period fixtures or materials were salvaged for reuse, modern
reproduction pedestal sinks, lever-type chrome-plated faucets, and mosaic tile floors in the bathrooms reference
their originai character. The seventh-floor Governor's Suite occupies tower rooms that formerly served as a
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Norfolk & Western was in the transportation business, not the hote! business. Passenger and freight traffic
continued to increase over the next three years, and in March 1915 Norfolk & Western Vice President Nicholas
D. Maher received plans and cost estimates from the Frye and Chesterman architectural office in Roanoke for
anew brick three-story east wing |38' long by 45' wide. The three-story half-timbered gable ends of the new wing
were “to conform to the present building” completed by 1890, and the original two-and-a-haif story wooden east
wing annex was to be “moved to the rear, thoroughly repaired, repiastered, repainted, and provided with running
water in each room.” Late in 1915 Norfolk & Western president Johnson announced pending plans for
construction and authorized expenditure of $150,000 for the project. Construction proceeded in 1916 under
the supervision of architects Frye and Chesterman and contractor Pettyjohn. By the end of 1916 Johnson
objected to project cost overruns, “Something has been said about additional porches which | think are entirely
unnecessary,” and to project delays, “Cannot something be done to hurry up this work and get the new building
in operation?” When construction was completed the following year for a total cost of $250,000, Hotel Roanoke
featured a new brick and half-timbered east wing starkly devoid of porches, a new banquet hall, 2 new private
dining room, and a rebuilt kitchen. The 1882 two-and-a-half story wooden east wing annex had been moved to
the northeast where it made a perpendicular connection with the northeast corner of the new east wing.'* With
its 1890 main or west wing, its relocated northeast wing annex, its new east wing and new banquet hall, the Hotel
Roanoke plan constructed in 1916 established the basic plan that was retained in the hotel's 1930s reconstruction.

Norfolk & Western developed two of the principal wings of Hotel Roanoke that stand today during the decade
of the Great Depression. Built in 1931, the Northeast Wing replaced the 1882 frame annex that had been moved
to its site in 1916. Built by 1938, the West Wing replaced the 1890/1898 west or main wing. Construction of
the Northeast Wing in 193! probably reflected the fact that Norfolk & Western coal shipments had increased
60 per cent in tonnage from 1920 to 1930 and also represented a response to the general increase in automobile
traffic experienced in Virginia and throughout the nation between World War | and the Depression. Construction
of the major West Wing in 1937-1938 probably also reflected the relative prosperity of Norfolk & Western
throughout the 1930s; annual coal tonnage shipments during the 1930s never fell below levels shipped in 1921,
and increased 60 per cent between 1932 and 1936, The West Wing expansion may also have reflected the
conscious decision of Norfolk & Western management to provide more lodging for the greater number of
passengers carried by the railroad during the Depression.”” Norfolk & Western publicity described the 1931
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6. RL&IC Records.
7. Roanoke Leader 26 Oct. 1882. RL&IC Records.
8. RL&IC Records.

9. Roanoke, map (New York: Sanborn Map & Publishing Company, 1886, 1893, 1898, 1903). Photo Archives,
Roanoke Valley History Museum Archives.

10. Striplin, Chapter 5. The Norfolk & Western Railroad Company went into receivership in 1895 and was
reorganized as the Norfolk & Western Railway Company in 1896; Striplin, Chapter 7.

I'l. E.B. Jacobs, History of Roanoke City and History of the Norfolk and Western Railway Company
(Roanoke: George S. Jack and E.B. Jacobs, 1912) 120. Donlan Piedmont, Peanut Soup and Spoonbread: An
Informal History of Hotel Roanoke (Roanoke: Progress Press, Inc., 1994) 28-31. Roanoke, map (Sanborn,
1898, 1903).

12. N&W Records. Roanoke, map (Sanborn, 1919). In Oct. 1916 the Norfolk & Western Board of
Directors rejected plans to rebuild the west end of the hotel that had been constructed in 1890.

I3. Striplin, Chapter 9.

|4. Norfolk and Western Magazine, 1931, 687-8. Norfolk & Western Railway Plans, Hotel Roanoke
Addition, Northeast wing, 1931. N&W Records. Roanoke Times |9 November 1931. Roanoke, map
(Sanborn, 1931, 1937).

I5. “Hotel Roanoke,” no page.

16. /bid

17. lbid,

18. /bid

19. Striplin, Chapter {0.


























