


{7. DESCRIPTION
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1 Altered K] Unaoltered ] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ff known) PHYSICAL APPEARANTE

Monterey is a destinctive example of southern Greek Revival architecty
built in the 1840's and preserved in its original pictorial settimg. With
its low profile, large windows, and use of porches the house is more typical
of the Greek Revival of the Gulf states than of Virginia. Indeed, no other
major dwelling of this form is to be found in the region. Although always
in use, the house and land have remained relatively unchanged to the present
day.

Condition of Fabric : Good.

Description of Exterior: .

Over-all Dimensions: The house is deceptive in that from the
front it looks like a one~stoxry building. However, because of the slope of
the land, it is fully two levels above grade as seen from the rear. A
veranda~style porch extends across the entire face of the building, and a two
story gallery is on the rear and the southest side of the ell, The original
building was a rectangle; however, after two additions, made probably after
1871, the house is now an L-shaped structure, Mrs, Emma Oppenheimer, the
last living relative of the Read family, speculates that David Sims Read did
not make the additions until after his marriage to Emma Camp in 1871.

Foundations: Brick with some limestone.

Wall Construction: Handmade brick laid in Flemish bond on the facade,
and common or American bond on other outside wall surfaces.

Structural System and Framing: Interior and exterior walls all brick,
except for one interior wall in the first bedroom in the ell, The roof is
timber framed.

Porches: The entire front on the house is faced with a raised verandd
style porch with six square columns and two half columned pilasters. The
porch  is incorporated within the main bady of the roof. The ceiling of
the porch is surrounded by an entablature and is painted a blue, resembling
sky color.

On the back of the original section, off of the dining room, is a two-
level sun porch, The upper section of this porch was later glazed, but the
lower portion was left open. A long two-story gallery extends from the back
central hall door along the side of the last two editionms to the house. The
porch is supported by seven columns. The lower level supports are brick
based with square wooden shafts and capitals. The upper-level supports in
‘the last section of the ell are turned, Victorian style posts with incised
brackets.

The stairway from the main central back door is hidden by a paneled
wooden wall on the bottom level, and a three-paneled, louvered sunbreak or
screen.

Chimneys: On the southeast side are two interior-end chimneys. The
northwest side has four interior-end chimneys, and one at the very back of
the house, All chimneys have corbeled caps.

Openings:

"Doorways and Doors: The main entrance frontispiece is adapted
from plate 28 of Asher Benjamin's The Practical House Carpenter (Boston, 1330]
It has a rectangular two-paneled door with a delicately designed glass transd
and sidelights. The original glass was smoked or painted glass that was the
eteched in a design, This glass was at some time replaced. The transom and
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| sidelights are hinged so that they can be opened. The door, transom, and
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sidelights are framed by symmetrically fluted trim with corner blocks. The
whole is flanked by Doric pilasters containing a Greek fret, supporting a

simple entablature.

On the northwest side of the house is a single doorway within the
original part of the house., This docrway is a simple form with untrimmed
wooden steps leading to it. This addition explains the lighter shaded bricks
around the doorway. On the northeast side are several doors opening onto the
gallery. A second central door from the back of the hall opens onto the upper
porch and stairways. Three other doors open from the bedrooms and storage
room onto the upper gallery. Below, three doors also open onto the lower
porch. Under the small enclosed sun porch is one more door that leads to the
room under the present dining room.

Windows and Shutters: Much of the glass panes of the house are
original., The two front windows have triple hung sash,eight~over-eight-over-
eight. All of the windows have plain lintels with corner blocks and plain
sills, and are bung with louvered blinds that are in two sections and held to
the wall by  flower-shaped iron keepers. The side windows of the original
structure are eight-over-twelve double hung sashes. All other windows have
six-over-six double-hung sashes.

Roof: The roof of the original structure is a low hip covered
with red-painted raised-seam sheet metal. The two later additions are simple
gable roof, but also covered with red sheet metal, A handsome Greek Doric
cornice with mutules runs around the eaves of the front and sides.

Description of Interior:

Floor Plans:

Lower First Floor: There is a lower first floor under the
entire first floor of the building, Underneath the dining room was the
original kitchen. This kitchen which contains the original sink is mnow used
as a study. Off of this room, underneath the parlor or living room is another
room which is now used as storage. Both of these rooms also have fireplaces
comnecting to the chimneys of the upstairs fireplaces. Under the other two
front rooms on the northwest side of the original structure is another large
room that is the furnace room. A door from this room leads into a playroom.
Beyond are two bedrooms and, at the end, a small storage room. These last
four rooms were originally one large room, but were remodeled to meet the
needs of the present owners.

First Floor: The front door opens into a hall that originally
ran from the front to the back of the house, However, the present owners
erected a wall and doorway in 1970 to divide the hall, and to make the rear
part into a modern kitchen. The doorway and door has been copied from the
others in the house. To the right of the hall is a parlor and dining room.
To the left of the front hall are two rooms of the same size as those on the
right (15'X15'). The front room was originally a bedroom, but now has been
changed into a study., Bookshelves and cabinets have been added on two walls.
The second room was also originally a bedroom, but is now a family room also
with added bookshelves. Off of the present kitchen is the back door which

leads onto the porch and the outside stairs The secggﬁ_gqgigigg__eyggﬁhgbe
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first two bedrooms in the ell contains another bedroom and bath, and a
storage room, All of these rooms except for the first bedroom have doorways
that lead out onto the upper level of the rear porch.

Stairways: The main stairway is a dog-leg stair with winders.
It connects from the upstairs bedroom to the downstairs playroom. The
balusters, handrail and newel of the railing are simple in design. The other
stairway, and probably the earlier of the two, is a modified dog-leg with a
winder. It leads from the enclosed porech to the office underneath the dining
room.

Flooring: The lower first floor flooring was originally wooden
boards laid right on the ground., The present owner removed the boards, poured
down a concrete base or foundation, rebuilt the wood foundation, and then
remodeled with mostly vinyl floor covering, On the first floor are pine
floor boards, about 3" wide., They were originally painted but have been
refinished. Originally the pine floor boards were painted or pitched black.

Wall and Ceiling Finish: Painted plaster.

Doorways and Doors: Double vertical paneled wooden doors have
molded header trim with corner blocks resembling the exterior trim. The door
is inset into a paneled doorway. All of the doors have the moveable glass
paned transom above, except the doorway between the parlor and dining room.
On the lower part of the first floor, all but two are common new doors put in
when the house was remodeled.

Trim: Trim includes a simple molded wooden baseboard, and a
molded cornice at the ceiling. These applied ceiling moldings are of plaster
of Paris.

Hardware: Some of the door knobs, handles, and key locks are
original brass, especially those to the main entrance, and the two fromt rooms
Of particular interest are the carpenter locks on the doors in the family
room,

Heating: Fireplaces are present in every room in the original
structure, and also in the first two added bedrooms. All of the fireplaces
-are basically the same. The pine mantels again follow the simple design of
the house. The opening is framed by plain pilasters, plain frieze, and a
simple mantel shelf. The hearth area is brick painted black. When the fire-
places were closed off to prevent draft, as most fireplaces have been with the
advent of newer heating, black iron screens with elaborate molded floral and
scroll design were made for them. Hot water heat and radiators have been
installed, '

Qutbuildings: On the land behind the house is an old smokehouse
that is now used as a storage shed. The main part is a story and a half
weatherboarding structure. The central roof design is plain rafter constructig
and the frame foundation of mortise-and-tenon construction, especially seen
at the ground beams. The sidings are approximately 5" boards slightly over-
lapping in weather boarding fashion, The front of the smokehouse is open with
a pent-eave overhanging. Above the overhang roof, the half story is completels
enclosed, with no openings on any side. The roof is hipped and covered with
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tin, The entire back wall has been replaced with a sheet of plywood. The
ad joining side building is a square vertical board shed. It was related by
Mrs, Emma Qppenheimer that an old building, which was the slave quarters,
stood where the present watering trough by the barn is today.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Monterey is a distinctive example of ante-bellum architecture for
its time and place. Its single-story plan, spreading hipped roof in-
corporating a front veranda, and spacious proportions, are more typical of
the early houses of the Gulf Coast region than of the mountains of Western
Virginia., The Gulf Coast houses, with their emphasis on horizontality were
designed to meet a hot climate and withstand hurricanes,

In addition to its unusual form, Monterey is notable for being an
exceptionally well-crafted structure. The handsomely executed Greek Revival
details appear for the most part to be adapted from plates in Asher Benjamin
The Practical Bouse Carpenter (Boston, 1830), one of the most popular

doorways and transom designs all closely follow plate 27 in Bemjamin. With
its heavy reliance on Asher Benjamin,Monterey thus is a good illustration
of how the details in such a handbook could be effectively employed on a
less pretentious, more practically designed dwelling, as well as on a more
grandiose mansion., Other outstanding architectural features include the
Doric cornice and the fine brickwork with its penciled joints.

Monterey was erected in the 1840's for Yelverton Neal Oliver on a
portion of the tract patented in the eighteenth century by Israel Christian
of Augusta County. Oliver was the only son of Charles Oliver whose family
was originally from Amelia County. Oliver was well-to-do and made trips to
New Orleans where he supposedly raced his horses. It may be that he conceiv
the idea for a Gulf Coast type house while on one of these trips. He later
moved permanently to New Orleans where he died around 1864. While he lived
away from Virginia his Roanoke County properties were managed by trustees,
After his death Monterey was acquired by the Read family who owned it until
1968 when it was bought by its present owners.

Today, Monterey survives as one of the only ante-bellum plantation
houses in the heavily urbanized Roanoke County to retain its rural setting.
The house is scenically located on a knoll above Tinker Creek with beautiful
views of the mountains surrounding the Roanoke Valley.

builder's handbooks of the period. Especially noteworthy is the frontispiece
based on plate 28, "Design for a Front Door Case,” of Benjamin. The interiof
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