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Monterey i s  a d e s t i n c t i v e  example of 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1840 ' s  and preserved i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p i c t o r i a l  s e t t i n g .  With 
i t s  low p r o f i l e ,  l a r g e  windows, and use of porches t h e  house i s  more t y p i c a l  
of  t h e  Greek Revival of  t h e  Gulf s t a t e s  than  of  V i rg in i a .  Indeed, no o t h e r  
major dwell ing of t h i s  form is t o  be found i n  t h e  region.  Although always 
i n  use ,  t h e  house and land  have remained r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged t o  t h e  p resen t  
dav. I 

Condition of Fabr i c  : Good. 
Descr ip t ion  of Exte r io r :  

Over-a l l  Dimensions: The house is decept ive  i n  t h a t  from t h e  
f r o n t  i t  looks l i k e  a  one-s tory  bui ld ing .  However, because of t h e  s l o p e  of 

I Openings : 

i Doorways and Doors: The main en t r ance  f r o n t i s p i e c e  i s  adapted I from p l a t e  28 of Asher Benjamin's& P r a c t i c a l  House Carpenter  (Boston, 1830 . 
' I t  has a  r ec t angu la r  two-paneled door wi th  a  d e l i c a t e l y  designed g l a s s  t r a n s  
I and s i d e l i g h t s .  The o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  was smoked o r  pa in t ed  g l a s s  t h a t  was t h e  
i e teched i n  a  design. This  g l a s s  was a t  some time replaced .  The transom and 

s ~ d e l i g h t s  a r e  hrnged s o  t h a t  t hey  can be opened. The door,  transom, and L.: . i 

t h e  land,  i t  i s  f u l l y  two l e v e l s  above grade a s  seen from t h e  r e a r .  A 
veranda-s ty le  porch extends across  the  e n t i r e  face  of  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and a  two- 
s t o r y  g a l l e r y  i s  on t h e  r e a r  and t h e  sou thes t  s i d e  o f  t h e  e l l .  The o r i g i n a l  
bu i ld ing  was a  r ec t ang le ;  however, a f t e r  two add i t ions ,  made probably a f t e r  
1871, t h e  house i s  now an L-shaped s t r u c t u r e .  Mrs. h a  Oppenheimer, t h e  
l a s t  l i v i n g  r e l a t i v e  of  t h e  Read family,  specu la t e s  t h a t  David Sims Read d i d  
n o t  make t h e  a d d i t i o n s  u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  marr iage t o  Emna Camp i n  1871. 

Foundations: Br ick  w i t h  same limestone. 
Wall Construct ion:  Handmade b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  facade,  - 

and comon o r  American bond on o t h e r  o u t s i d e  w a l l  su r faces .  
S t r u c t u r a l  System and Framing: I n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  a l l  b r i c k ,  

except f o r  one i n t e r i o r  w a l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  bedroom in  t h e  e l l .  The roof is 
timber framed. 

Porches: The e n t i r e  f r o n t  on t h e  house i s  faced w i t h  a  r a i s e d  verands- 
s t y l e  porch wi th  s i x  square  columns and two h a l f  columned p i l a s t e r s .  The 
porch i s  incorpora ted  w i t h i n  t h e  main bady of  t h e  roof .  The c e i l i n g  of 
t h e  porch i s  surrounded by an e n t a b l a t u r e  and is pa in ted  a  b l u e ,  resembling 
sky co lo r .  

On t h e  back of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  o f f  of  t h e  d in ing  room, i s  a  two- 
l e v e l  sun porch. The upper  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  porch was l a t e r  g lazed ,  bu t  t h e  
lower po r t ion  was l e f t  open. A long two-story g a l l e r y  extends from t h e  back 
c e n t r a l  h a l l  door along t h e  s i d e  of t h e  l a s t  two e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  house. The 
porch i s  supported by seven c ~ l u m n s . ~  The lower l e v e l  suppor ts  a r e  b r i c k  
based w i t h  square  wooden s h a f t s  and c a p i t a l s .  The upper- leve l  suppor ts  i n  
t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  e l l  a r e  turned ,  V ic to r i an  s t y l e  p o s t s  w i th  i n c i s e d  
b racke t s .  

The s t a i n i a y  from t h e  main c e n t r a l  back door i s  hidden by a  paneled 
wooden wa l l  on t h e  bottom l e v e l ,  and a  three-paneled,  louvered sunbreak o r  
s c reen .  

Chimneys: On t h e  s o u t h e a i t  s i d e  a r e  two in t e r io r - end  chimneys. The 
northwest  s i d e  has fou r  i n t e r i o r - e n d  chimneys, and one a t  t h e  ve ry  back of  
t h e  house. A 1 1  chimneys have corbeled caps.  
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7. (1)  
s i d e l i g h t s  a r e  framed by symmetrically f l u t e d  t r im  with co rne r  b locks .  The 
whole i s  f lanked by Doric p i l a s t e r s  conta in ing  a  Greek f r e t ,  suppor t ing  a  
simple e n t a b l a t u r e .  

On t h e  northwest  s i d e  of t h e  house i s  a  s i n g l e  doorway w i t h i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of t h e  house. This  doorway i s  a  simple form wi th  u n t r i m e d  
wooden s t e p s  leading  t o  i t .  This a d d i t i o n  expla ins  t h e  l i g h t e r  shaded b r i c k s  ' around t h e  doorway. On t h e  no r theas t  s i d e  a r e  s e v e r a l  doors  opening onto  t h e  
g a l l e r y .  A second c e n t r a l  door from t h e  back of t h e  h a l l  opens onto  t h e  upper  
porch and s ta i rways .  Three o t h e r  doors open from t h e  bedrooms and s t o r a g e  
room onto t h e  upper g a l l e r y .  Below, t h r e e  doors a l s o  open on to  t h e  lower 
porch. Under t h e  sma l l  enclosed sun porch is one more door t h a t  l eads  t o  t h e  
room under t h e  present  d in ing  room. 

Windows Shu t t e r s :  Much of  t h e  g l a s s  panes o f  t h e  house a r e  
o r i g i n a l .  The two f r o n t  windows have t r i p l e  hung sash,eight-over-eight-over- 
e i g h t .  A l l  of t h e  windows have p l a i n  l i n t e l s  wi th  corner  blocks and p l a i n  
s i l l s ,  and a r e  hung w i t h  louvered b l i n d s  t h a t  a r e  i n  two s e c t i o n s  and he ld  t o  
t h e  wal l  by flower-shaped i r o n  keepers .  The s i d e  windows o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t r u c t u r e  a r e  eight-over- twelve double hung sashes .  A l l  o t h e r  windows have 
s ix -ove r - s ix  double-hung sashes .  

Roof: The roof o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  low h i p  covered - 
w i t h  red-pa in ted  raised-seam shee t  me ta l .  The two l a t e r  add i t ions  a r e  simple 
gable  r o o f ,  but  a l s o  covered wi th  red shee t  metal .  A handsome Greek Doric 
corn ice  wi th  mutules  runs around t h e  eaves of t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e s .  

Descr ip t ion  of I n t e r i o r :  I 
F loor  Plans: -- 
Lower F i r s t  Floor: There i s  a  lower f i r s t  f l o o r  under  t h e  --- 

e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  Underneath t h e  d in ing  room was t h e  
o r i g i n a l  k i t chen .  This  k i t c h e n  which con ta ins  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s i n k  i s  now used 
a s  a  s tudy.  Off o f  t h i s  room, underneath t h e  p a r l o r  o r  l i v i n g  room i s  another  
room which is now used a s  s t o r a g e .  Both of t h e s e  rooms a l s o  have f i r e p l a c e s  
connect ing t o  t h e  chimneys of  t h e  u p s t a i r s  f i r e p l a c e s .  Under t h e  o t h e r  two 
f r o n t  rooms on t h e  northwest  s i d e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  is another  l a r g e  
room t h a t  i s  t h e  furnace  room. A door from t h i s  room leads  i n t o  a  playroom. 
Beyond a r e  two bedrooms and, a t  t h e  end, a  small  s t o r a g e  room. These l a s t  
four  roons were o r i g i n a l l y  one l a r g e  room, but  were remodeled t o  meet t h e  
needs of t h e  p resen t  owners. 

F i r s t  Floor:  The f r o n t  door opens i n t o  a  h a l l  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  -- 
r an  from t h e  f r o n t  t o  t h e  back of  t h e  house. However, t h e  p resen t  owners 
e r e c t e d  a  wal l  and doorway i n  1970 t o  d iv ide  t h e  h a l l ,  and t o  make t h e  r e a r  
p a r t  i n t o  a  modern k i t chen .  The doorway and door has  been copied from t h e  
o t h e r s  ir! t h e  house. To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  h a l l  i s  a  p a r l o r  and d in ing  room. 
To t h e  l e f t  of t h e  f r o n t  h a l l  a r e  two rooms of  t h e  same s i z e  a s  those  on t h e  
r i g h t  ( lS 'XIS1) .  The f r o n t  room was o r i g i n a l l y  a  bedroom, bu t  now has  been 
changed i n t o  a  s tudy.  Bookshelves and cab ine t s  have been added on two wa l l s .  
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7. (2 )  
f i r s t  two bedrooms i n  t h e  e l l  con ta ins  another  bedroom and ba th ,  and a 
s to rage  room. A l l  of  t h e s e  rooms except f o r  t h e  f i r s t  bedroom have doorways 
t h a t  lead o u t  onto  t h e  upper l e v e l  of  t h e  r e a r  porch. 

S t a i a :  The main s ta i rway i s  a dog-leg s t a i r  w i t h  winders .  - 
It connects  from t h e  u p s t a i r s  bedroom t o  t h e  downstairs playroom. The 
b a l u s t e r s ,  h a n d r a i l  and newel of  t h e  r a i l i n g  a r e  s imple i n  design.  The o t h e r  
s ta i rway,  and probably t h e  e a r l i e r  o f  t h e  two, i s  a modified dog-leg w i t h  a 
winder. It l eads  from t h e  enclosed porch t o  the  o f f i c e  underneath t h e  d in ing  
room. 

Flooring:  The lower f i r s t  f l o o r  f l o o r i n g  was o r i g i n a l l y  wooden 
boards l a i d  r i g h t  on t h e  ground. The p resen t  owner removed t h e  boards,  poured 
down a concre te  base  o r  foundat ion,  r e b u i l t  t h e  wood foundat ion,  and t h e n  
remodeled wi th  most ly v i n y l  f l o o r  covering.  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  p ine  
f l o o r  boards,  about 5" wide. They were o r i g i n a l l y  pa in ted  but  have been 
r e f in i shed .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  pine f l o o r  boards were pa in ted  o r  p i tched  b lack .  

Wall and Ce i l ing  Fin ish :  Painted p l a s t e r .  -- 
Doorways and Doors: Double v e r t i c a l  paneled wooden doors have 

molded header trim w i t h  corner  blocks resembling t h e  e x t e r i o r  t r i m .  The door 
i s  i n s e t  i n t o  a paneled doorway. A l l  of  the  doors have t h e  moveable g l a s s  
paned transom above, except  t h e  doorway between t h e  p a r l o r  and d in ing  room. 
On t h e  lower p a r t  of  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  a l l  bu t  two a r e  c m o n  new doors put  i n  
when t h e  house was remodeled. 

Trim: Trim inc ludes  a simple molded wooden baseboard, and a - 
molded co rn ice  a t  t h e  c e i l i n g .  These appl ied  c e i l i n g  moldings a r e  o f  p l a s t e r  
of Pa r i s .  

Hardware: Some of  t h e  door knobs, handles ,  and key locks  a r e  -- 
o r i g i n a l  b r a s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those  t o  t h e  main en t r ance ,  and t h e  two f r o n t  rooms 
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  ca rpen te r  locks on t h e  doors  i n  t h e  family 
room. 

Heating: F i r ep laces  a r e  p resen t  i n  every  room i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  and a l s o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  two added bedrooms. A l l  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e s  
a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same. The pine mantels  aga in  fo l low t h e  s imple des ign  of  
t h e  house. The opening is  framed by p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s ,  p l a i n  f r i e z e ,  and a 
s imple mantel s h e l f .  The h e a r t h  a rea  is b r i c k  pa in ted  b lack .  When t h e  f i r e -  
p laces  were c losed  o f f  t o  prevent  d r a f t ,  as  most f i r e p l a c e s  have been w i t h  t h e  
advent of  newer h e a t i n g ,  b l ack  i r o n  screens  wi th  e l a b o r a t e  molded f l o r a l  and 
s c r o l l  des ign  were made f o r  them. Hot water  hea t  and r a d i a t o r s  have been 
i n s t a l l e d .  

Outbui ld ings :  On t h e  land behind t h e  house i s  an o l d  smokehouse 
t h a t  i s  now used as  a s t o r a g e  shed. The main p a r t  is a s t o r y  and a h a l f  
weatherboarding s t r u c t u r e .  The c e n t r a l  roof design i s  p l a i n  r a f t e r  c o n s t r u c t i  
and t h e  frame foundat ion of mortise-and-tenon cons t ruc t ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  seen 
a t  t h e  ground beams. The s i d i n g s  a r e  approximately 5" boards s l i g h t l y  over- 
lapping  i n  weather boarding fash ion .  The f r o n t  of t h e  smokehouse is open with 
a pent-eave overhanging. Above t h e  overhang r o o f ,  t h e  h a l f  s t o r y  i s  complete1 
enclosed,  w i th  no openings on any s i d e .  The roof is  hipped and covered wi th  
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7. (3 )  
t i n .  The e n t i r e  back w a l l  has been replaced wi th  a  s h e e t  of plywood. The 
adjo in ing  s i d e  bu i ld ing  i s  a  square  v e r t i c a l  board shed. It was r e l a t e d  by 
Mrs. Emma Oppenheimer t h a t  an o l d  bu i ld ing ,  which was t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  
s tood where t h e  present  water ing t rough by t h e  barn is today. 
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S T A T E W E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

tbnterey i s  a d i s t i nc t i ve  example of ante-bellum arch i tec ture  f o r  
i t s  time and place. Its single-story plan, spreading hipped roof in- 
corporating a f ron t  veranda, and spacious proportions, a r e  more t yp i ca l  of 
the ear ly  houses of the  Gulf Coast region than of t he  mountains of Western 
Virginia. The Gulf Coast houses, with t h e i r  emphasis on hor izonta l i ty  were 
designed t o  meet a hot climate and withstand hurricanes. 

I n  addi t ion t o  i t s  unusual form, Fionterey is notable  f o r  being an 
exceptionally well-crafted s t ructure .  The handsomely executed Greek Revival 
d e t a i l s  appear fo r  the  most par t  t o  be adapted from p la tes  i n  Asher Benjamin's 
The Prac t ica l  House Carpenter (Boston, 1830), one of t he  most popular - 
bui lder ' s  handbooks of the  period. Especially noteworthy is the  f ron t i sp iece  
based on p l a t e  28, "Design fo r  a Front Door Case," of Benjamin. The i n t e r i o r  
doorways and transom designs a l l  c losely  follow p l a t e  27 i n  Benjamin. With 
i t s  heavy re l iance  on Asher Benjamin,Nonterey thus is a good i l l u s t r a t i o n  
of how the d e t a i l s  i n  such a handbook could be e f f ec t i ve ly  employed on a 
l e s s  pretent ious ,  more prac t ica l ly  designed dwelling, as wel l  as on a more 
grandiose mansion. Other outstanding a rch i tec tura l  fea tures  include the  
Doric cornice and the  f i ne  brickwork with i t s  penciled jo in t s .  

Monterey was erected i n  the  1840's fo r  Yelverton Neal Oliver on a 
portion of the t r a c t  patented i n  t he  eighteenth century by I s r a e l  Christ ian 
of Augusta County. Oliver was the  only son of Charles Oliver whose family 
was o r ig ina l ly  from Amelia County. Oliver was well-to-do and made t r i p s  t o  
Neii Orleans where he supposedly raced h i s  horses. It may be t h a t  he conceived 
the  idea fo r  a Gulf Coast type house while on one of these  t r i p s .  He l a t e r  
moved permanently t o  New Orleans where he died around 1864. While he l ived 
away from Virginia h i s  Roanoke County properties were managed by t ru s t ee s .  
After  h i s  death Monterey was acquired by the  Read family who owned it u n t i l  
1968 when i t  was bought by i ts  present ormers. 

Today, Monterey survives as one of the  only ante-bellum plantat ion 
houses i n  the heavily urbanized Roanoke County t o  r e t a i n  i t s  r u r a l  s e t t i ng .  
The house i s  scen ica l ly  located on a knol l  above Tinker Creek with beau t i fu l  
views of the  mountains surrounding the  Roanoke Valley. 
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