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FIRST 


common BUILDING . 

street number 101 South Jefferson Street not far 

city, town Roanoke of 

state Virg in ia  51 code 

3. 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district p u b l i c  agriculture 
private unoccupied commercial park 
both in e d u c a t i o n a l  private residence 

site Public Acquisition Aceessi 
structure 

entertainment religious 
object government scientific 

being considered 
in process yes: restricted 

yes: industrial transportation 
military other: vacant 

4. sf 
Arnold 

name 

street 4227 Avenue, 

town Roanoke vicinity of Virg in i a  

5. off 
courthouse, registry deeds, etc. 

street 

town V i r g i n i a  

Landmarks 
i on  Survey has this property been determined yes no 

date 1981 state county 

Virginia
depository Survey 

town Richmond Virginia 23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
L excellent -deteriorated L unaltered 2i original site 
- good - ruins -altered -moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The F i r s t  National  Bank Building i s  loca ted  a t  101 South J e f f e r s c i  S t r e e t ,  t h e  main 
commercial s t r e e t  of downtown Roanoke. It was e rec t ed  a f t e r  t h e  p lans  of Norfolk a r c h i t e c t  
John Kevan Peebles.  Following i t s  completion i n  1910, t h e  g r a n i t e  and buff-colored-brick, 
seven-story bui ld ing  was c a l l e d  i n  a  contemporary newspaper account a  "Temple of Finance" 
i n  the  "French Renaissance" s t y l e .  C l a s s i c a l  d e r i v a t i o n s  a r e  found i n  t h e  Roman I o n i c  
columned main ent rance ,  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ' s  e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g ,  and i n  t h e  main banking 
h a l l ,  the  Doric columns of which a r e  derived from the  Temple of Apollo a t  Delos. A t  t h e  time 
of i t s , e r e c t i o n  t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank was t h e  most advanced f i r ep roof  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
Roanoke and introduced t h e  l a t e s t  technologica l  improvements i n  plumbing, hea t ing ,  and t h e  
e l e c t r i c  e l eva to r .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The b u i l d i n g ' s  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  a r e  b u i l t  of North Carol ina g r a n i t e  wi th  
the  s tone  on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  worked i n  r u s t i c a t e d  banding. The main ( e a s t )  en t rance  i s  
found on South J e f f e r s o n  and i s  framed by two l a r g e  Roman I o n i c  marble columns. The 
doorway is divided i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s .  The f i r s t  p a r t  conta ins  replaced p la te -g lass  double 
doors topped by a  l a r g e  p la te -g lass  transom, a l s o  a  l a t e r  s u b s t i t u t i o n .  The second p a r t  
conta ins  t h e  o r i g i n a l  carved s tone  aed icu le  w i t h  a  co rn ice  topped by a  ramped blocking 
course and supported on consoles .  The door frame is embellished by carved r o s e t t e s .  The 
t h i r d  p a r t  of t h e  doorway c o n s i s t s  of a  mul t i - l i gh t  transom t h a t  i s  o r i g i n a l .  The f i r s t -  
s t o r y  windows on t h e  e a s t  and nor th  e l eva t ions  a r e  recessed i n  concave frames wi th  keystones; 
the  stonework i s  f i n e l y  cu t  and f i t t e d .  On t h e  e a s t  (main) e l eva t ion ,  t h e  windows have 
bronze mull ions and panels;  on t h e  no r th  e l eva t ion  t h e  windows a l l  have bronze mullions 
wi th  panels  on a l l  bu t  t h e  t h r e e  cen te r  windocrs. Fenes t r a t ion  on t h e  second s t o r y  c o n s i s t s  
of pa i red  111 hung-sash windows topped by l i n t e l s  wi th  cen te r  keystones; t h e  windows on 
t h e  main e l eva t ion  have i r o n  g r i l l e s .  The second s t o r y  is separa ted  from t h e  b r i c k  upper 
s t o r i e s  by a  s tone  b e l t  course with carved s tone  panels  s e t  between t h e  second- and th i rd -  
s t o r y  windows. The pa i red  windows on t h e  t h i r d  through t h e  seventh s t o r i e s  have i n s e t  
b r i ck  panels  beneath t h e  s i l l s .  The end bays on both  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  and Salem Avenue 
a r e  f lanked by r u s t i c a t e d  b r i c k  banding. The South J e f f e r s o n  and Salem e leva t ions  a r e  
d is t inguished  by an e l a b o r a t e  overhanging corn ice  of t e r r a  c o t t a .  The co rn ice  is supported 
by squared brackets  ornamented by f r e t s .  The b racke t s  te rminate  i n t o  pendants t h a t  a r e  
inolded i n  t h e  form of grapes. The b racke t s  a r e  f u r t h e r  embellished by gui l loches .  D e n t i l s  
run t h e  length  of t h e  corn ice ;  carved r o s e t t e s  and r ec t angu la r  panels  add f u r t h e r  embel- 
l ishment.  The roof i s  topped by a  ba lus t r ade .  

The main en t r ance  l e a d s  t o  a  small  v e s t i b u l e  from which access  i s  gained t o  t h e  
o f f i c e s  loca ted  above t h e  main banking h a l l .  A s  o r i g i n a l l y  planned t h e  bu i ld ing  had one 
hundred o f f i c e s .  A s t a i r  and an e l eva to r ,  one of t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  e l e v a t o r s  i n  Roanoke, 
s e r v i c e  t h e  upper f l o o r s .  S l id ing  bronze doors framed w i t h i n  a  shouldered a r c h i t r a v e  lead  
t o  t h e  main banking h a l l .  The v e s t i b u l e  and main banking h a l l ,  t h e  l a t t e r  now carpe ted ,  
have marble t i l e d  f l o o r s .  The banking room was described i n  an e a r l y  newspaper account 
of 1910: 

(See Continuat ion Sheet 81) 
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8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation -law -science 
-agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 
-&- architecture education - military - social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
X commerce - expiorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications -industry - politicslgovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1910 BuilderlArchitect John Kevan Peebles  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Roanoke's former F i r s t  National  Bank bu i ld ing ,  b u i l t  i n  1910, i s  t h e  work of John 
Kevan Peebles of Norfolk, one of V i rg in i a ' s  leading  e a r l y  20th-century a r c h i t e c t s .  Planned 
according t o  t h e  most modern concepts of bank and o f f i c e  des ign  and f i r e p r o o f i n g ,  t h e  
bui ld ing  with i t s  French Renaissance in f luence  e x h i b i t s  P e e b l e s ' s p r a c t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  a s  an 
engineer  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  mastery of t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  of r e v i v a l i s t i c  s t y l e s  then i n  fash ion  
throughout the  United S ta t e s .  The s t r u c t u r e  served a s  t h e  headquarters  of t h e  f i r s t  bank 
founded i n  Roanoke fol lowing i t s  incorpora t ion  by t h e  General Assembly i n  1882. Establ ished 
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  t r ansac t ions  of the  Shenandoah Valley Rai l road ,  t h e  F i r s t  
National  Bank subsequently followed a  ca ree r  t h a t  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  growth of t h e  
c i t y  i n t o  t h e  leading  f i n a n c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  cen te r  of Southwest Virg in ia .  Although no 
longer serv ing  i ts  o r i g i n a l  funct ion ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  remains one of t h e  best-preserved and 
best-appointed Edwardian e r a  bank bu i ld ings  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Upon i t s  completion i n  1910, t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank was Roanoke's landmark of 
modernity. A t  t h e  t ime t h e  bank was b u i l t ,  commercial bu i ld ings  throughout America were 
becoming t a l l e r ,  and the  mul t i - s tory  o f f i c e  had come i n t o  prominence a s  t h e  leading  type 
of commercial s t r u c t u r e .  The sudden extens ion  i n  he ight  was t h e  r e s u l t  of technologica l  
improvements i n  plumbing and f i r e p r o o f i n g  and t h e  invent ion  of t h e  e l e c t r i c  e l eva to r  which 
opened f o r  use  upper-floor space t h a t  was previous ly  thought undes i rab le .  The F i r s t  National  
Bank was Roanoke's answer t o  t h e  mult i -s tory bank and o f f i c e .  Hai l ing  its a r r i v a l ,  t h e  
Roanoke Times noted t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  possessed two e l e v a t o r s  "of t h e  l a t e s t  t r a c t i o n  
design" and " e l e c t r i c  cons t ruc t ion ."  The newspaper a l s o  noted t h a t  "each o f f i c e  i s  supplied 
wi th  a  l a v a t o r  and t h e  plumbing throughout t h e  bu i ld ing  is t h e  most improved s a n i t a r y  
cons t ruc t ion .  "I' The Times c a l l e d  the  new e d i f i c e  "A Temple of Finance," and, indeed, t h e  
c l a s s i c i sm of i t s  en t r ance  and main banking h a l l  i n d i c a t e s  a  s t r o n g  Beaux A r t s  i n f luence .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  a r c h i t e c t ,  John Kevan Peebles ,  was c a l l e d  i n  h i s  time " the  Dean of 
Archi tec ts  i n  ~ i r g i n i a "  and " the  foremost a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  s t a t e . ' '  A n a t i v e  Virg in ian ,  
he was born i n  Pe tersburg  and graduated from t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia  where he was an 
i n s t r u c t o r  i n  engineering f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  Upon leaving  t h e  Univers i ty ,  Peebles  p rac t i ced  
c i v i l  engineering i n  Cumberland Gap, Tennessee, before  moving t o  Norfolk i n  1892 t o  p r a c t i c e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  There he was a s soc ia t ed  with J. Edwin R .  Carpenter,  who received h i s  a rch i -  
t e c t u r a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  MIT and t h e  Ecole Des Beaux A r t s  and no doubt imparted h i s  knowledge 
of c l a s s i c a l  and Renaissance a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  h i s  col league.  One of Peeb les ' s  e a r l y  works 
i n  a s soc ia t ion  wi th  Carpenter was Fayerweather Gymnasium a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia .  
Carpenter l a t e r  moved t o  New York, and Peebles  p rac t i ced  independently u n t i l  1917. During 
t h i s  time he served on t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  committee f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l  
a t  Richmond (1902-03), was a  member of t h e  board of des ign  f o r  t h e  Jamestown Exposi t ion 

(See Continuat ion Sheet i/2) 



9. Major Biblioqranhica! References ( s e e  Continuat ion Sheet # I )  

Barnes, Raymond P. History of t h e  C i ty  of Roanoke. Radford, Va.: Commonwealth Publishing -- 
Press ,  Inc . ,  1968. 

"The F i r s t  National  Bank." Roanoke m, December 31,  1910, p. 7. 
" F i r s t  National  Bank i n  i t s  New Home." Roanoke Times, December 28, 1910, p. 3. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property sq. f t . ) 
Quadrangle name Roanoke, Va. Quadrangle s, ?le 1 : 24000 
UMT References 

Zone Easting 
! 4 L h & d  
Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion The nominated property c o n s i s t s  of a r ec t angu la r  l o t  
measuring 5 0 ' x l l l '  l oca t ed  a t  t h e  SW corner  of Salem Ave., S.IJ., and S. J e f f e r s o n  S t .  
Roanoke Assessor 's  Records: Block 8523222-80, Lots  73-74. - 

(See Continuat ion Sheet  b l )  . 
List  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county N/A code 

state N/ A code countv N/A code 
- 

I I. Form Prepared By 
n.mp,titlp Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

oroanization Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date January 1982 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

Richmond state 
Virgin ia  23219 

city or town 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X -_state -local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer e National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Conser,vation and Reyeation Service. - 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan Mitchel l ,  Executive Direc tor  
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 9. - 
" F i r s t  National  Bank's Noble Building." Roanoke w, December 24, 1910, pp. 1-2. 

"John K. Peebles ,  Dean of Virg in ia  Arch i t ec t s ,  Dead." Virg in ian  u, August 1, 
1934, p.  31. 

Whitey, Henry F. and E l s i e  R. Biographical  Dict ionary of American Arch i t ec t s  (Deceased). 
Los Angeles: Hennessey and I n g a l l s ,  Inc . ,  1970. 

10. BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The bounds have been drawn t o  co inc ide  with t h e  above-described 
l o t ,  which i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same a s  when t h e  bu i ld ing  was erec ted  i n  1910 and inc ludes  no 
a d d i t i o n a l  acreage. 

7. DESCRIPTION 

The banking room, which occupies t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  i s  45 f e e t  wide by 80 f e e t  long. 
It i s  d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  spaces a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  by two rows of columns. These col- 
umns a r e  of s t e e l ,  inclosed i n  a c a s t  of a r t i f i c i a l  marble, which s o  wel l  matches 
t h e  r e a l  subs tance  a s  t o  deceive many who have examined i t .  The screen  of t h e  working 
department c e n t e r s  i n  the-marble columns, forming an open space f o r  the  public  i n  
t h e  cen te r  s i x t e e n  f e e t  wide, and extending back nea r ly  the  f u l l  l eng th  of t h e  room. 
The sc reen  is of Formosa marble, capped wi th  bronze g r i l l  work, covering p l a t e  g l a s s  
panels .  The end of t h e  screen  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  v a u l t  i s  t r e a t e d  i n  a monumental 
manner, wi th  bronze door.  The v a u l t  i t s e l f  i s  of monumental cons t ruc t ion ,  and is 
faced wi th  marble from t h e  f l o o r  throughout t h e  e n t i r e  he igh t ,  which i s  something 
over twenty f e e t .  Over t h e  door of t h e  v a u l t  i s  a Western Union time c lock  the  
hands of which revolve  i n s i d e  t h e  bronze d i a l ,  four  f e e t  i n  diameter.  1 

The c e i l i n g  p resen t ly  has a c o u s t i c a l  t i l e s .  The columns i n  t h e  banking h a l l  were derived 
from t h e  Temple of Apollo a t  Delos. The bronze g r i l lwork  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  defined the  
ind iv idua l  te l lem' '  cages has  been removed. A secondary s t a i r c a s e  of i r o n  is found on t h e  
west w a l l  and l e a d s  t o  second-floor o f f i c e s .  The f l o o r s  and baseboards of t h e  second 
through t h e  seventh f l o o r s  a r e  marble. The door t r i m  on t h e  second through t h e  seventh 
f l o o r s  i s  copper covered, and the  g l a s s  transoms a r e  wired g l a s s ;  t h e  window g l a s s  through- 
out  the  bu i ld ing  is a l s o  wired a s  a f i re -prevent ion  measure. The newspaper account of 
1910 descr ibes  i n  some d e t a i l  t h e  second-most l a v i s h  space i n  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  d i r ec to r s?  
room on t h e  second f l o o r :  

Over t h e  en t r ance  to  t h e  bu i ld ing  and above t h e  v e s t i b u l e  i s  t h e  d i r e c t o r s '  room of 
generous s i z e ,  26 by 22 f e e t .  This  room has beam f i n i s h ,  and is i n  mahogany and 
quar te red  oak. S i l k  brocade i s  used a s  a p a r t  of t h e  e x q u i s i t e  f i n i s h .  The 
p r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  and c a s h i e r ' s  o f f i c e  a r e  both t o  t h e  r i g h t  of the  en t rance  a t  
t h e  f r o n t .  The l o c a t i o n  of t hese  o f f i c e s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  i s  i n  s t r i c t  accordance wi th  
modern banking methods, and i s  now almost u n i v e r s a l l y  adopted i n  t h e  newest and 
b e s t  b u i l d i ~ ~ s . ~  

The d i r e c t o r s '  room wi th  its massive but  s h o r t  columns has  s i n c e  been painted and carpeted 
s o  a s  t o  suggest  nothing of i ts  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 62) 
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7 .  Descr ip t ion  

A t  t h e  time t h a t  i t  was b u i l t ,  t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank had t h e  most modern mechanical 
systems. The Roanoke Times i n  i ts  a r t i c l e  " F i r s t  National  ~ a n k ' s  Noble Building" noted 
i t s  modernity: 

There a r e  two e l e v a t o r s  of t h e  l a t e s t  t r a c t i o n  des ign ,  e l e c t r i c  cons t ruc t ion ,  and 
they run  from t h e  basement t o  t h e  topmost o f f i c e  f l o o r . . .  Each o f f i c e  is supplied 
wi th  a  l ava to ry ,  and t h e  plumbing throughout t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  t h e  most improved 
s a n i t a r y  cons t ruc t ion .  Spec ia l  p ipes  a r e  provided f o r  a l l  plumbing l i n e s ,  s o  
t h a t  any l e a k  which may occur can r e a d i l y  b e  r epa i r ed  without  i n t e r f e r e n c e  wi th  
any p a r t  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and a l l  p ipes  a r e  s o  i n s t a l l e d  a s  t o  admit of d i r e c t  
inspec t ion .  The modern steam heat ing  p l a n t  is s o  arranged t h a t  a l l  o r  any p a r t  of 
t h e  bu i ld ing  can be  heated.3 

The a r t i c l e  proudly s t a t e d ,  "No o the r  bu i ld ing  i n  Vi rg in i a  is s o  equipped, and i n  f a c t  
i t  i s  very doub t fu l  i f  t h e r e  is any o the r  bu i ld ing  s o  equipped i n  t h e  Southern S ta re s .  w4 

The b a k i n g  k11 remains i n  a n  exce l l en t  s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion  and is one of t h e  few 
of i t s  e r a  t o  su rv ive  without  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  The bu i ld ing  i s  p resen t ly  vacant .  
Current p lans  c a l l  f o r  i ts  r e t u r n  t o  a  bank and o f f i c e  bu i ld ing .  

RCC 

' "~i rs t  National  ~ a n k ' s  Noble Building." Roanoke Times, 24 Dec., 1910, p.  1. 

'1bid. 

8. S ign i f i cance  

i n  1907, and f o r  many yea r s  served a s  chairman of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  committee of t h e  
Universi ty of V i rg in i a .  Univers i ty  bu i ld ings  e rec ted  during h i s  chairmanship inc lude  t h e  
stadium, nurses '  home, an a d d i t i o n  t o  the  chemical l abora to ry ,  Clarke Memorial Ha l l ,  and 
t h e  engineering bu i ld ing .  Other bu i ld ings  wi th  which he is i d e n t i f i e d ,  some a s  a  s e n i o r  
pa r tne r  with F in ley  F. Ferguson, a r e  Ghent Memorial Church, Monticel lo Hotel ,  Sacred Heart 
Church, F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  Church, and the  Bank of Commerce Building,  a l l  i n  Norfolk. The 
Hotel  E l l i o t  i n  Suffo lk ,  Grace Covenant Church i n  Richmond, and t h e  Vi rg in i a  Museum of 
Fine A r t s  i n  Richmond c o n s t i t u t e  h i s  o the r  p r i n c i p a l  V i rg in i a  commissions. 

Peebles ' s  Roanoke patron,  the  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank was c l o s e l y  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  
development of Roanoke a s  t h e  headquar te rs  of t h e  Shenandoah Valley and Norfolk and Western 
r a i l r o a d s .  The p res iden t  of t h e  Shenandoah Valley,  Freder ick  3 .  Kimball, wanted a  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 83) 
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n a t i o n a l  bank t o  handle  the  f i n a n c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of h i s  r a i l r o a d .  He approached t h e  
business  and f i n a n c i a l  l e a d e r s  of Roanoke and proposed t h a t  he would r a i s e  money f o r  
c a p i t a l  s tock  i f  they would r a i s e  t h e  f i rs t  $25,000. They accepted t h e  cha l lenge ,  and 
t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank was char te red  June 24, 1882. Under t h e  l eade r sh ip  of Henry S.  
Trout,  F i r s t  Na t iona l ' s  f i r s t  p re s iden t ,  the  bank survived t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  of t h e  
1890s and grew s o  r ap id ly  t h a t  i t  twice moved t o  l a r g e r  q u a r t e r s  be fo re  e s t a b l i s h i n g  i t s  
headquarters  i n  i ts  modern bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  corner  of South J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  and Salem 
Avenue. Newspaper accounts of t h e  o f f i c i a l  opening document t h e  c i v i c  p r i d e  f e l t  by t h e  
people of Roanoke i n  t h e  expanding f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  which was now c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  
more than $400,000. The newspapers saw i n  t h e  growth of t h e  bank a n  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of 
the  c i t y ' s  advance a s  w e l l  a s  a n  assurance of t h e  s e c u r i t y  and permanency of t h e  wealth 
c rea ted  so quickly w i t h i n  one generat ion.  

The bu i ld ing  a t  101 South J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  served t h e  F i r s t  National  Bank u n t i l  
1926 when i t  merged wi th  t h e  National  Exchange Bank, becoming t h e  F i r s t  National  Exchange 
Bank, loca ted  i n  t h e  Exchange Bank Building. The F i r s t  National  Bank Building was so ld  
t o  the  Liber ty  Trus t  Company which occupied t h e  ground f l o o r  wi th  t h e  Old Dominion F i r e  
Insurance Company. I n  1946 t h e  L ibe r ty  Trus t  merged wi th  The Colonial  American National  
Bank of Roanoke, and the  bu i ld ing  was s o l d  t o  North Carol ina inves to r s .  I n  1953 t h e  bu i ld ing  
was purchased by t h e  People ' s  Federal  Savings and Loan and i n  November 1981 became t h e  
property of MFW Associa tes  of Roanoke, i ts  p resen t  owners. 

The banking h a l l  i s  p resen t ly  vacant .  Current  p lans  of MFW c a l l  f o r  i t s  r e t u r n  
t o  a  bank and o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  under t h e  Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981. The banking 
h a l l  remains i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of p re se rva t ion  and is one of t h e  few of i t s  e r a  t o  
surv ive  without  s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

l " ~ i r s t  Nat ional  Bank's Noble Building,"  Roanoke Times, 24 December 1910, p. 1. 

2 " ~ o h n  K. Peebles ,  Dean of Virg in ia  Arch i t ec t s ,  Dead," Virg in ian-Pi lo t ,  1 August 
1934, p. 31. 




