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historic -- Boxley Bnilding 
- - - ? - - - - - - Virg in i a  Historic Landmarks ComnZssion 128-47 

- - - - - - 

and or common f l /& 

& number 416 Je f f e r son  S t r e e t ,  S.!!'. 
-- - I\'/L not for publication - -. 

city, town Roanoke .- - - - -. -, 
NIB. vicinity of 

-- 

state Virg in i a  code 51 county code 123 

3 C!assificatiom 
Category Ownership 
d i s t r i c t  - public 
,Y_ building(s) X private 
- structure - both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object - In process 

- being considered 
N /A 

Status 
-K occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work In progress 
Aecessi ble 
-x- yes: restricted 
-. yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present US& 
- agriculture I- museum 
2 commercial - park 
- educational - private residence 

enterialnnenl - religious 
- government - scientific 

industrial - transportatton 
- military - other: 

name Boxley Ruilding Tms t - c l  o Mr . Abnev-B,o& 

street & number ' 215 Jefferson Street, 

city. town Roanoke - K/A v~crnity - - of state Virginia 24011 

5. Location of begal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, ete. Roanoke City Courthouse 

street & number 315 Church Avenue, SW - 

Roanoke Vi rg in ia  
state 

tltle n ! ~  has this property been determined eligible? - yes - x no -- ---- - 

date x/!. - N /A - federal - state - county ,. local -- -, -- --- > "- 

depository for survey records N:A --- - -.---.---.. - - .--.- 
N / A  

city, town 
N/A 

state 



- 
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
x excellent - deteriorated -unaltered -X original site 
- good - ruins 1~ altered -moved date & 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Summary Descript ion 

The Boxley Building i s  loca ted  a t  416 South J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Luck 
Avenue. The e igh t - s to ry  g r a n i t e  and be ige  b r i c k  bu i ld ing  has  s i g n i f i e d  W. W.  Boxley's inf luence  
i n  Roanoke and i n  t h e  S t a t e  of V i r g i n i a ' s i n c e  it was b u i l t  i n  1922. Its imposing Je f f e r son  
S t r e e t  facade,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i ts  unusual ly f i n e  top-story ornamented corn ice ,  has been an 
important focus f o r  t h e  sky l ine  of t h e  Ci ty .  As with  most e a r l y  skyscrapers ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  is 
divided i n t o  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  s e c t i o n s  fol lowing t h e  propor t ions  of a  c l a s s i c a l  column: base,  
s h a f t  and c a p i t a l .  The base  i s  formed by t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  of  g r a n i t e ;  t h e  s h a f t  is formed by t h e  
next  s i x  s t o r i e s  of be ige  enameled b r i c k  wi th  decora t ive  t e r r a  c o t t a  i n s e r t s ;  and t h e  c a p i t a l  i s  
formed by t h e  o r n a t e  e i g h t h  s t o r y  with i t s  t e r r a  c o t t a  panels  and f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d  copper 
cornice.  The main ent rance  lobby remains i n  a  good s t a t e  of preserva t ion ,  bu t  t h e  former s t o r y  
a rea  has been a l t e r e d .  

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis 

The Boxley Building i s  designed on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of base, s h a f t  and c a p i t a l .  B u i l t  of 
expensive m a t e r i a l s ,  g r a n i t e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  "base", buff pressed smooth su r face  b r i c k ,  and 
t e r r a  c o t t a  on t h e  second through seventh f l o o r s  "shaf t , "  and o rna te  t e r r a  c o t t a  panels  with a  
copper corn ice  "capi ta l" .  The main facade on J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  cha rac te r  
a f t e r  minor s e n s i t i v e  modif ica t ion  t o  t h e  former Foreman's Clothing S to re  windows and en t ry .  

The o r i g i n a l  en t rance  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  i s  a  remarkable s u r v i v a l  from 1922. The 
g r a n i t e  en t rance  w i t h  a  f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d  three-par t  copper window frame i s  above an imposing 
i n s e t  b r a s s  double door.  Above t h i s  double door remains a  period l i g h t  f i x t u r e .  Dn e i t h e r  s i d e  
of t h i s  en t rance  a r e  matching plaques c a s t  wi th  "Boxley Building". The former Foreman Clothing 
Store  windows were lowered using t h e  same g r a n i t e  c u t  t o  match. The o r i g i n a l  marble base  panel 
with an ogee molding above and ornamental g ra t ings  were t a s t e f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  
renovation. Likewise a  new ent rance  was made out  of  t h e  t h i r d  window. Capping t h e  g r a n i t e  base 
i s  a  t e r r a  c o t t a  corn ice  of one band of f l a t  molding, a  small  band above t h a t  support ing an ogee 
curved molding which goes beneath a  r ec t angu la r  "entablature" of  t e r r a  c o t t a  panels  wi th  e i g h t  
v e r t i c a l l y  placed r ec t ang les  i n c i s e d  onto  it. Above, and f i n i s h i n g  t h i s  course ,  i s  a  modified 
l ea f  and tongue molding. 

The "shaft"  po r t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  f i v e  s t o r i e s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t ' s  drawings, was 
modified t o  s i x  s t o r i e s  p r i o r  t o  cons t ruc t ion .  This  po r t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ing  has  four  bays of 
metal-framed, double-hung windows wi th  only a  ho r i zon ta l  d i v i s i o n  on t h e  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  
e l eva t ion .  A t  t h e  co rne r s ,  b r i c k s  s t and  f o r t h  t o  form a  quoin p a t t e r n  v e r t i c a l l y  through t h e  
s i x  s t o r i e s .  This  quoin p a t t e r n  i s  repeated a t  t h e  nex t  v e r t i c a l  p i e r ,  from each s i d e  aga in  
through t h e  s i x  s t o r i e s .  The a l t e r n a t i o n  of long above s h o r t  "quoins" a r e  even on t h e  inner  
s i d e s .  The center  p i e r  i s  of unadorned pressed b r i c k  f o r  i t s  s i x  s t o r y  he ight .  The ho r i zon ta l  
elements of t h i s  "shaf t"  po r t ion  of t h e  facade,  d e l i n e a t i n g  t h e  f l o o r s ,  a r e  t e r r a  c o t t a  panels 
with a  squared r o s e t t e  des ign  repea ted  i n  t h r e e  l a y e r s  between each window. 

The "capi ta l"  of t h e  Boxley Building i s  a  f i n e  d i sp lay  a t  t h e  s k y l i n e  f o r  t h e  Ci ty  of 
Roanoke. A small  three-par t  molding wi th  p l a i n  b r i c k  above, and a  four-part  molding a r e  below 
t h e  e igh th  s t o r y .  The e i g h t h . s t o r y  windows a r e  surrounded with t e r r a  c o t t a  panels .  Four 
decora t ive  t e r r a  c o t t a  i n s e r t s  surmount t h e  quoin-ornamented p i e r s  below. These panels have a  
center  "flower" above an urn-shaped support and a  r inceau  above. As  seen on t h e  o r i g i n a l  
a r c h i t e c t ' s  drawings, t h e s e  f o u r  panels  have a  vaguely Roman fee l ing .  Above i s  a  small molding 
(See Continuation Sheet #1) 



- .  
8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
-_ 1800-1899 
X 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- -  archeology-prehistoric - -- community planning _ .  landscape  architecture^-.. religion 
_- archeology-historic conservation -. -. law -- science 
-_ agriculture economics - -  literature sculpture 

X architecture education .- military - social1 
-- art . - . engineering --- music humanitarian 
- commerce -. explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
-- communications industry -. politicsigovernment -transportation 

- -  invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1921-22 BuilderIArchitect W. W .  Boxley/Edward G .  Frye 
.~ -~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Roanoke's Boxley Building,  b u i l t  i n  1921-22, i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  C i t y ' s  "Golden Age of 
Municipal Progress" i n  t h e  decade fol lowing World War I. Eight  s t o r i e s  high,  wi th  g r a n i t e  on 
the  f i r s t  s t o r y  and beige-enameled b r i c k  wi th  t e r r a  c o t t a  decora t ion  and a sp lendid  copper 
corn ice ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  designed by noted a r e a  a r c h i t e c t ,  Edward G .  Frye, i n  co l l abora t ion  with 
Frank Stone, a s  a  working monument t o  t h e  con t r ibu t ions  of W. W .  Boxley t o  h i s  c i t y  and h i s  
s t a t e .  Bui lder ,  developer ,  quarry owner, r a i l r o a d  con t rac to r ,  and mayor of Roanoke, a t  t h e  time 
of i ts  cons t ruc t ion ,  Boxley ensured t h e  use of  t h e  f i n e s t  m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  h i s  bui ld ing  
t o  make a s tatement  which has  l a s t e d  t o  t h i s  day a s  an outs tanding  f e a t u r e  of t h e  c i t y ' s  
skyl ine .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

The Boxley Building on t h e  corner  of J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  and Luck Avenue s tands  a s  a  reminder 
of t h e  C i t y ' s  development a f t e r  World War I. As  t h e  f i r s t  skyscraper  t o  appear i n  t h e  second 
phase of Roanoke's twen t i e th  century development, i t  became a p ivot  f o r  t h e  growth of t h e  City 
under t h e  auspices of i t s  remarkable bui lder-developer ,  William Wise Boxley (1861-1940). 

One of t h e  g r e a t  b u i l d e r s  i n  Roanoke, Boxley was born i n  Louisa County and e s t ab l i shed  
residence i n  Roanoke i n  1906. Beginning a s  a  surveyor and cons t ruc t ion  work-er he  b u i l t  on h i s  
experiences i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  bus iness  t o  t ake  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  l o c a l  i ndus t ry ,  forming 
companies t h a t  worked f o r  t h e  Southern Railway System i n  North Carol ina ,  t h e  New York Cent ra l ,  
t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio. t h e  Baltimore and Ohio. t h e  Virg in ian ,  and t h e  Norfolk and Western. 
Branchin 'ou t  i n t o  qua r r i e s ,  he urnished much crushed srone f o r  b a l l a s t  on t h e s e  r a i 1 r o a d s . l  
HIS consf ruc t ion  f i rm a l s o  worke 6: on a s e c t i o n  of  t h e  aqueduct f o r  New York C i ty  and worked on 
cons t ruc t ion  o f  a subway f o r  Brooklyn, New York. 

" In t e re s t ed  i n  every th ing  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  development of ~ o a n o k e , ' ~ B o x l e y  took p a r t  i n  
founding t h e  Shenandoah L i f e  Insurance Company, t h e  Colonial  American, t h e  L ibe r ty  Trus t  
Company, and many o t h e r  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He was i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Roanoke from both 
p o l i t i c a l  and c i v i c  perspec t ives .  He was e l e c t e d  i n  1918 t o  Roanoke's Ci ty  Council and then 
s e l e c t e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  mayor of Roanoke under t h e  new c i t ~  manager form of government. He he ld  
t h i s  post from September 24, 1919 u n t i l  August 31, 1922. H i s  c i v i c  work continued a s  a  member 
of t h e  Boards of t h e  B a p t i s t  Orphanage, Roanoke College, and t h e  Vi rg in i a  Mi l i t a ry  I n s t i t u t e .  
For t h e  l a t t e r ,  he was chairman of t h e  bu i ld ing  committee during an e r a  of much cons t ruc t ion .  
As p res ident  of t h e  Chamber of Commerce and chairman of many of i t s  committees, he  was an 
advocate of good roads a s  t h e  b e s t  way of u n i t i n g  Roanoke wi th  i t s  v a s t  t r a d e  a rea .  
I n  a l l  these  a c t i v i t i e s  he  was a  d r iv ing  f o r c e  during a  period i n  which "Roanoke made i t s  
g r e a t e s t  s t r i d e s  . . (D)uring h i s  four-year term ( a s  mayor) t h e  r e a l  foundation f o r  a  modern 
Roanoke was l a i d .  ;4 

The bes t  desc r ip t ion  of W. W. Boxley's con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e  c i t y  appeared i n  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
i n  t h e  Roanoke Times, on January 1 3 ,  1940, a f t e r  h i s  death:  
(See Continuation Sheet 113) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated properly 46 '  115Lawr_ox. 114 a c r e  
Quadrangle name U s n o k e .  V i r b i a  Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 _ . 

UTM References 

Am 1514131 9 . 4 1 0 ]  1 4 i 1 / 2 i 5 1 1 ! 3 i 0 1  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Eastlng Northlng 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a poin t  a t  t h e  NE corner  of t h e  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of S. J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  and Luck Avenue; thence extending approximately 46' N along 
E s i d e  of S. J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t ;  thence extending approximately 115' E ;  thence approximately 
46' S t o  N s i d e  of Luck Avenue; thence approximately 115' W-to poin t  of o r i g i n .  

- -- 
L is t  a l l  s tates and  count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries ( see  cont inuat ion  shee t  #4) 
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7. DESCRIPTION -- 
Archi tec tura l  Analysis (continued) 

with a  s p i r a l  design. The t e r r a  c o t t a  en tab la tu re  has  s ix-  p a r t  f lowers a l t e r n a t i n g  with 
at tenuated double anthemion-like forms. Above t h i s  i s  a d e n t i l  molding support ing an 
egg-and-dart ;,tolding A f i n e  copper corn ice  caps t h e  whole composition. This cornice f ea tu res  
double b racke t s  support ing a  wide ( four  f o o t )  overhang. A t  t h e  sky l ine  a r e  5 -% inch  high 
copper r o s e t t e s  spaced one f o o t ,  e i g h t  inches on c e n t e r .  

The Luck Avenue e l e v a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  a  wrap-around of one f u l l  bay of t h e  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  
facade wi th  a l l  of i t s  ma te r i a l s  and decora t ive  f e a t u r e s .  Today, t h e  only modif ica t ion  t o  t h i s  
wrap-around has  been t h e  f i l l i n g  i n  of t h e  p l a t e  g l a s s  window wi th  g r a n i t e  c a r e f u l l y  cu t  t o  
match t h a t  used on t h e  o r i g i n a l  facade.  The lower s t o r y  beyond t h e  wrap-around is of p l a i n  
beige b r i c k  with t h r e e  double bays of windows and a modified s e r v i c e  door. Above i s  a s l i m  
t e r r a  c o t t a  molding a t  t h e  top  of t h e  "base". The Luck Avenue e l e v a t i o n  above i s  of beige b r i ck  
and has seven double bays and one s i n g l e  bay of double-hung, metal windows wi th  simple t e r r a  
c o t t a  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  f o r  s i x  s t o r i e s .  The e i g h t h  s t o r y  i s  separa ted  by another  simple t e r r a  
c o t t a  molding. The windows d u p l i c a t e  those  below. Capping t h i s  e l eva t ion  i s  a  p l a i n  b r i c k  band 
t h e  same he igh t  as  t h e  co rn ice .  

The a l l e y  e l e v a t i o n  was conceived a s  purely u t i l i t a r i a n .  There i s  no ornamentation on t h i s  
facade which i s  cons t ruc ted  of common b r i c k  pa in ted  beige wi th  one e n t r y  and f i v e  bays of 
windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The next  two f l o o r s  have f i v e  bays of windows, above t h e r e  a r e  four  
bays of windows on each f l o o r .  All window l i n t e l s  and s i l l s  a r e  t e r r a  c o t t a .  

The no r th  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  i s  occupied by a  p a r t y  wa l l  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  high a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  one 
s t o r y  high i n  t h e  middle and t h r e e  s t o r i e s  h igh  i n  t h e  back. The f r o n t  facade wraps around t h e  
length  of one of t h e  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  f acade ' s  quoins. There a r e  e ighteen  of t h e s e  quoins of 
pressed b r i c k  r epea t ing  t h e  p a t t e r n  of t h e  f r o n t  facade. Above a t e r r a  c o t t a  molding t h e r e  is  
one t e r r a  c o t t a  ornamented panel ,  which r epea t s  t h e  panels  on t h e  f r o n t  facade. Above i s  a 
small  repea t  of t h e  f r o n t  corn ice .  Again, t h e  a r c h i t e c t ' s  concern f o r  t h e  s k y l i n e  of t h e  City 
of Roanoke i s  evident .  

The c e n t e r  of t h i s  no r th  facade i s  recessed approximately e i g h t  f e e t  from t h e  s i d e  property 
l i n e  t o  c r e a t e  a  l i g h t  wel l .  There a r e  n ine  bays of windows i n  t h i s  recessed sec t ion .  To the  
r i g h t  of t h e  r ecess  i s  blank e l e v a t o r  s h a f t  which i s  braced on t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  while  t o  t h e  l e f t  
i s  an extens ion  wi th  two bays of windows. This  whole facade i s  of common b r i c k  painted beige 
and a l l  windows have t e r r a  c o t t a  l i n t e l s  and s i l l s .  

The i n s i d e  lobby of t h e  Boxley Building r e f l e c t s  t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  concern f o r  r e s t r a ined  use 
of f i n e  ma te r i a l s .  Retaining a l l  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  lobby i s  paneled i n  
grey Tennessee marble f o r  a  he igh t  of s i x  f e e t ,  e leven  inches,  wi th  a  base  Verde Antique marble 
i n  dark green with b lack  and white  ve ins .  A sp lendid  b r a s s  bu i ld ing  d i r e c t o r y  i s  i n  f r o n t  of 
t h e  door. It has  Academic-Classical d e t a i l s  of egg-and-dart molding wi th  f l a t  p i l a s t e r s  
surmounted by pa te rae .  A f i n e  b r a s s  Cut le r  mailbox and chute a l s o  remains and i s  used. The 
box, which i s  a  s tandard  des ign ,  i s  o rna te  i n  t h e  Academic-Classical manner. The e l eva to r  and 
main e n t r y  a r e  surrounded by the  o r i g i n a l  marble, bu t  t h e  c e i l i n g  has  been dropped, new recessed 
l i g h t i n g  has  been i n s t a l l e d  and unobtrusive wallpaper  appl ied  above t h e  marble paneling. 
(See Continuation Sheet 2)  
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7. Descr ip t ion  -- 

Archi tec tura l  Analysis (continued) 

The o r i g i n a l  upper seven o f f i c e  s t o r i e s  of t h e  bu i ld ing  contained n ine teen  o f f i c e s  each, 
with t h e  exception of t h e  second f l o o r  which contained eighteen.  Remarkably a l l  except two 
f l o o r s ,  t h e  s i x t h  and seventh,  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged. The major changes a r e  dropped c e i l i n g s  
f o r  a i r  condi t ioning  and l i g h t i n g ,  new water  founta ins  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  ice-water r e f r i g e r a t o r  
system, f l o o r  covering and some l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n s .  A t y p i c a l  f l o o r  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  o f f i c e  
doors with transoms and wire  t r ans lucen t  g l a s s .  With t h e  exception of f l o o r s  s i x  and seven, t h e  
restrooms a r e  unchanged. Typical  of t h e  per iod ,  t h e r e  was one f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  women and f i v e  
f o r  t h e  men. Yet t h e r e  was only  one s i n k  i n  each. 

When t h e  Boxley Building was about t o  open, The Roanoke World News, on Wednesday, September 
29, 1922, r an  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Boxley Building Stands a s  Model Off ice  Structure".  The 
a r t i c l e  desc r ibes  t h e  bu i ld ing  "as an example of t h e  l a t e s t  methods i n  o f f i c e  bu i ld ing  
cons t ruc t ion ."  There was t o  be no formal opening owing t o  de lays  of c e r t a i n  f i n i s h i n g  
ma te r i a l s .  Yet, the  a r t i c l e  continued, "No expense has been spared i n  making t h e  bui ld ing  both 
f i reproof  and up-to-date i n  every  respec t . "  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  M r .  Boxley "declined t o  make 
any es t imate  of t h e  cos t  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e . "  The a r t i c l e  continued t o  desc r ibe  many of t h e  
" i n t e r e s t i n g  and convenient f ea tu res"  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  There was a  r e f r i g e r a t i n g  p l an t  f o r  i c e  
water  and many f i r ep roof ing  f e a t u r e s .  
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8. H i s t o r i c a l  Background (continued) 

Although one of t h e  b u s i e s t  c i t i z e n s  of Roanoke, h i s  va r i ed  bus iness  i n t e r e s t s  
demanding h i s  t ime and a t t e n t i o n ,  he  gave p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of h i s  time and thought 
t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  a f f a i r s  dur ing  t h e  fou r  yea r s  t h a t  he  was a t  t h e  municipal helm 
and h i s  admin i s t r a t ion  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  sound business  acumen and f i n e  execut ive  
a b i l i t y  which made him a  h ighly  success fu l  business  man i n  f a r  more than t h e  
ord inary  sense  of t h e  word. 
Imbued with a  keen sense  of c i v i c  o b l i g a t i o n ,  he gave most generously of h i s  
t ime and a l s o  of h i s  means t o  worthy e n t e r p r i s e s  and h i s  ph i l an th rop ies ,  known 
only t o  a  very few, were many. 

Edward G. Frye (1870-1942), who executed t h e  drawings f o r  t h e  Boxley Building dated May 
1921, had an i n t e r e s t i n g  ca ree r  i n  Vi rg in i a .  He was a  graduate of Vanderbi l t  Universi ty i n  
Nashvil le ,  Tennessee where he  majored i n  mathematics. He then moved t o  Norfolk, V i rg in i a ,  where 
he apprent iced i n  an a r c h i t e c t ' s  o f f i c e .  By 1890 he  had h i s  fwn p r a c t i c e  i n  Lynchburg which by 
1900 had become so l a r g e  t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  h i r e  a s s i s t a n t s .  Frye ' s  l a t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  
Frank F. Stone,  between 1921 and 1939, was extremely important f o r  t h e  Ci ty  of Roanoke, 
they designed such important l o c a l  landmarks a s  t h e  Roanoke C i ty  Municipal Building,  t h e  F i r s t  
Bap t i s t  Church, t h e  Vi rg in i a  Heights F i r e  S t a t i o n ,  T r i n i t y  Methodist Church, t h e  Colonial 
National  Bank Building and S a i n t  Andrew's School. The f i rm a l s o  designed res idences  f o r  a  
number of prominent c i t i z e n s .  

The plans f o r  Mayor Boxley's new bu i ld ing  were made pub l i c  i n  t h e  Roanoke Times on 
Saturday, September 3 ,  1921, i n  a  n o t i c e  of h i s  award of t h e  con t rac t  f o r  t hee rec t ion  of t h e  
bui ld ing  t o  P e t t i j o h n  and Company of Lynchburg. The a r t i c l e  s t a t e d ,  "That t h e  ground f l o o r  w i l l  
be used a s  a  storeroom" wi th  t h e  o t h e r  f l o o r s  used a s  o f f i c e  space. The bu i ld ing  was t o  be 
f i reproof  and t h e  f l o o r s  of composition ma te r i a l  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  t h e  Municipal Building. 

Upon i t s  completion i n  1922, t h e  bu i ld ing  was f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of an "Airgraph" of 
J e f f e r son  S t r e e t  looking n o r t h  from Elmwood Park and publ ic  l i b r a r y  and i t  appeared i n  a  
promotional brochure of t h e  Associat ion of Commerce. On September 27, 1922, The Roanoke 
World-News accura t e ly  noted i ts  s t a t u s  i n  downtown Roanoke by headl in ing  "BOXLEY BUILDING STANDS 
AS MODEL OFFICE BUILDING." During t h e  fol lowing few y e a r s ,  Roanoke would s e e  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of a  number of s t r u c t u r e s  modeled a f t e r  t h e  commercial success of t h e  Boxley Building. Among 
t h e  f i r s t  t enan t s  Boxley a t t r a c t e d  t o  h i s  bu i ld ing  were t h e  A t l a n t i c  Bridge Company; Eubank and 
Caldwell; B.  Foreman and Sons Clothing,  i n  t h e  "storeroom"; Funkhouser and King; Izard  and 
Company; Roanoke Webster Brick and Company; and Woods, Chitwood, Cox and Rogers. Many of these  
f i rms a r e  s t i l l  prominent i n  Roanoke. 

W .  W. Boxley i s  s t i l l  regarded a s  an important mayor of Roanoke i n  i t s  golden age. H i s  
bu i ld ing  i s  a  cons tant  and t a n g i b l e  reminder of h i s  prominence and progress ive  in f luence  i n  
i n d u s t r i a l ,  c i v i c ,  and educat ional  a f f a i r s .  
(See Continuation Sheet #4 )  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE --  

Historical Background (continued) 

Historical Background Footnotes 

1 W. W. Boxley Passes After Brief Illness; The Roanoke Times, January 13, 1940. 

2~nterview Pdary Wise Boxley Parrott, February 25, 1982. 

3~esolution - -  City Council of Roanoke, January 29, 1940. 

4 t t ~ .  W. Boxley Passes." 

khambers, Page 357. 

10. Justification: 

The boundaries have been drawn to encompass the city lot on which the building 
stands. 
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