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COMMWCE/TRADE: Spec ia l ty  s t o r e  VACANT/NOT I N  USE 
FUNERARY: Mortuary 
DOMESTIC: Hotel WMESTIC: Hotel  

7. Deacnotlon 
Architectural Classltccatmn Mater~als (enter categories from ~nstruct~ons) 
(enter categones from ~nst~ct~ons) 

foundatlon Stone 
Beaux Arts Classicism walls Brick 
Commercial S t y l e  

root Metal 
other Stone (ornament) 

Metal (ornament) 

Deacnbe present and historic physical appearance. 

This commercial block made up of f i v e  contiguous s t r u c t u r e s  of t h r e e  s t o r i e s  each i s  a 
d i s t i n c t i v e  su rv iva l  i n  downtown Roanoke c i t y .  Or ig ina l ly  t h e  lower s t o r i e s  were s t o r e s .  
the  upper s t o r i e s  o f f i c e s .  ho te l  rooms. and s torage .  The bui ldings 118 through 128 
Campbell Avenue were constructed between 1892 and 1909. This block of bui ld ings  i s  
associated with many e a r l y  commercial ventures  and ent repreneurs  i n  Roanoke c i t y  from t h e  
e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century  t o  t h e  period following World War 11. The most prominent 
f e a t u r e s  of t h e s e  commercial  bui ld ings  a r e  t h e  facades wi th  t h e i r  s t rong e x t e r i o r  
impression. With decora t ive  upper s t o r i e s  capped wi th  imposing cornices.  these  bui ld ings  
a r e  an important decora t ive  element i n  downtown Roanoke. 

ARCUITEClQRAL ANALYSIS 

The Campbell Avenue Complex (118. 120. 122. 124. 126-128). a  group of f i v e  contiguous 
buildings. is a row of turn-of-the-century commercial s t r u c t u r e s .  Each bui lding i s  t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  t a l l  with a  ho r i zon ta l  arrangement of windows above f i r s t - f l o o r  s to re f ron t s .  A l l  
the  f i r s t - f l o o r  f r o n t s  have had some renovation ranging from completely new entrances t o  
minor a l t e r a t i o n s .  A l l  of t h e  bui ld ings  a r e  cons t ruc ted  of b r i c k  over s tone foundations 
with s tone accents ,  concre te  t r i m .  and metal-ornamental parapets  o r  corn ices  t h a t  conceal 
f l a t  r o o f s .  The b u i l d i n g s  a r e  constructed of s o l i d  b r i c k  load-bearing wa l l s  wi th  
numerous l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n s  wi th in  each.building. 

The bui lding a t  118 Campbell Avenue. b u i l t  i n  1906. r e f l e c t s  t h e  Beaux A r t  s t y l e .  The 
facade, composed of t h r e e  bays, uses grayish-beige unpainted b r i ck  with rus t i ca t ed  c a s t  
s tone accents.  A neoc la s s i ca l  swag and c a s t  s tone  end f i n i a l s  cap t h e  parapet.  End 
brackets  and modillions support  t h e  cornice. The facade of t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s .  
which i s  i n t a c t ,  i s  d iv ided  v e r t i c a l l y  by four  Ion ic  p i l a s t e r s .  each with be l l f lowers  
under t h e  cap i t a l s .  The middle bay contains a  l a r g e  semic i r cu la r  a rch  with a  r u s t i c a t e d  
keystone forming a Venetian motif.  Abwe both of t h e  o u t e r  t h i r d  f l o o r  windows hangs a  
c i r c u l a r  medallion of r a i s e d  br ick .  The tympanum of t h e  a rch  is f i l l e d  by s t a ined  g la s s .  
Egg-and-dart moldings o u t l i n e  t h e  cornice and t h e  r a i s e d  panels  of t h e  window spandrels.  
The f i r s t - f l o o r  e x t e r i o r  was a l t e r e d  i n  t h e  1950s t o  i ts  present  appearance, with a  l a r g e  
s o l i d  panel above t h e  door and show windows. The west s i d e  en t rance  t o  the  upper s t o r i e s  
remains. On the  i n t e r i o r .  t h e  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  conta in  l a r g e  open spaces. The 
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The f i v e  bui ldings on Campbell Avenue. 118 through 126-128. a r e  good surviving examples 
of Roanoke's commercial development a t  t h e  tu rn  of t h e  century;  They represent  the  only 
contiguous block of bui ld ings  of t h i s  period remaining i n  t h e  c i t y .  The f i r s t  bui lding 
constructed was 122 (1892). followed by 124 (1895). then  118 (1906). 126-128 (1907) and. 
f i n a l l y ,  120 (1909). 

The Campbell Avenue complex of f i v e  bui ld ings  is e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  under C r i t e r i a  
A and C. The bui ld ings  a r e  e l i g i b l e  under c r i t e r i o n  A f o r  t h e i r  a s soc ia t ion  with t h e  
e a r l y  development of Roanoke c i t y .  B u i l t  on a s t r e e t  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r a i l road  and two 
s t r e e t s  over. t h e  Campbell Avenue bui ld ings  represented a change from the  saloons and 
dance h a l l s  of Salem Avenue t o  a more conventional bus iness  environment. Salem and 
Campbell Avenues were t h e  main s t r e e t s  of t h e  newly emerging c i t y .  The Campbell Avenue 
complex of bui ldings is important f o r  i t s  a s soc ia t ion  with e a r l y  entrepreneurs  i n  t h e  
emerging c i t y  o f  Roanoke and t h e  businesses they founded. many of which a r e  s t i l l  
prominent today. George C. Davis, a photographer. began h i s  bus iness  i n  1920 a t  120 
Campbell Avenue and continued u n t i l  1947. The Roanoke Times began publishing i n  1892 i n  
122 Campbell Avenue; which was owned by prominent f l o r i s t  Frank Fallon. John M. Oakey 
and Company Funeral P a r l o r  began i n  1895 i n  124 Campbell Avenue and R. H. Angel1 s t a r t e d  
h i s  ho te l  i n  126-128 i n  1907. These men and many o t h e r s  con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  commercial 
and economic l i f e  of Roanoke from t h e  l a s t  qua r t e r  of t h e  n ine teen th  century t o  t h e  mid- 
twentieth century. Under C r i t e r i o n  C t h e  bui ldings a r e  e l i g i b l e  because they a r e  good 
examples of la te-nineteenth-  t o  early-twentieth-century commercial s t r u c t u r e s  l e f t  i n t a c t  
i n  one grouping i n  downtown Roanoke.' The rapid  e a r l y  growth of Roanoke's commercial 
d i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  p rospe r i ty  t h a t  r e su l t ed ,  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  bui ld ings '  decorated 
facades with t h e i r . s t t o n g l y  embellished.and.elaborated windows and r i c h  cornices.  
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first s to ry ,  which has always been used a s  a  s t o r e ,  f ea tu res  a  stamped metal ce i l i ng .  
The second s t o r y  i s  divided by a  s e r i e s  of l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n s  wi th  windows facing a  s t a i r  
h a l l ,  l i gh ted  by a  skyl ight  from above: 

The bui ld ing  a t  120 Campbell Avenue ( s t a r t e d  i n  1907, completed i n  1909) has a painted 
br ick  facade, p l a in  parapet and a  simple co rn ice  wi th  d e n t i l  molding a t  t h e  top. TWO 
v e r t i c a l  recessed panels def ine  t h e  bays of t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s .  The double 
windows i n  each bay have double-hung one-over-one sash: t h e  th i rd - f loo r  windows have low 
segmented arches with rus t i ca t ed  keystones. The f i r s t - f l o o r  l e v e l  r e t a i n s  its basic  
form. d e s p i t e  some minor a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  1950s. A smaller  d e n t i l  molding than t h e  one 
a t  the  corn ice  separa tes  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  from t h e  second: Inside.  t h e  f i r s t  s to ry  
conta ins  a  l a r g e  open space wi th  small  r e a r  o f f i c e ,  receiving area.  two l a v a t o r i e s ,  and 
an e l e v a t o r  sha f t .  A few l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n s  have been added on t h i s  f i r s t  f loor .  but  t h e  
stamped metal c e i l i n g  remains. An open s ta i rway is  on t h e  west s ide .  S t o r i e s  two and 
t h r e e  a r e  open and have t h e  e l eva to r  s h a f t ,  dropped acous t i ca l  t i l e  c e i l i n g s .  and wood 
framed doors. The s tairway continues t o  t h e  t h i r d  story: 

The p a i n t e d  r e d  b r i c k  bui ld ing  a t  122 Campbell Avenue was cons t ruc ted  i n  1892, as  
ind ica t ed  by t h e  da te  on t h e  parapet.  The co rn ice  under t h e  parapet  is supported a t  t h e  
ends by l a r g e  brackets .  Smaller brackets  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  mark t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  bays. 
Above t h e  small cen te r  parapet  a r e  urn f i n i a l s .  The two upper s t o r i e s  a r e  recessed 
between v e r t i c a l  p i e r s  t h a t  frame t h e  facade. Each of t h e  two upper f l o o r s  has t h r e e  
semi -e l l i p t i ca l  arched windows wi th  c a s t  d r i p  s tones .  Between t h e  f l o o r s  a r e  t h r e e  bands 
of diagonal ly s e t  v e r t i c a l  b r i cks  a l igned  wi th  t h e  t h r e e  windows. Above t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  
windows a r e  t h r e e  bands of molded b r i ck .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  b a s i c a l l y  i n t a c t  wi th  a  
small corn ice  much l i k e  t h e  one above. The secondary entrance door t o  an enclosed 
s tairway t o  t h e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  remains t o  t h e  l e f t  of t h e  s t o r e f r o n t .  Inside.  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  of a  l a r g e  unobstructed space wi th  a  pass-through t o  120 Campbell. This 
same opening is repeated on t h e  second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s .  which a r e  a c c e s s i b l e  by t h e  
enclosed s ta i rway from t h e  outside.  On t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  t h e r e  is a l i g h t  p a r t i t i o n  
separa t ing  t h e  f r o n t  t h i r d  of t h e  space from t h e  rear .  

The words E'UNERAL DIRECTORS ornament t h e  parapet  a t  124 Campbell Avenue. The building. 
constructed i n  1895, has a  dark red n a t u r a l  b r i ck  facade wi th  a  heavy bracketed cornicei- 
The c e n t r a l  parapet  was o r i g i n a l l y  f lanked by quarter-round. fan-l ike braces, one of 
which i s  now missing; The second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  a r e  recessed and separa ted  by a molded 
b r i ck  b e l t  course t h a t  is repeated above t h e  th i rd - f loo r  windows. Four semi -e l l i p t i ca l  
arched windows on t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  a r e  emphasized by c a s t  s t o n e  keystones and 
corners  a t  t h e  t o p  of each s i d e i  Carrara  g l a s s  covers  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  s ince  
a r e c e n t  r e n o v a t i o n ;  I n s i d e  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  a  r e a r  balcony and some l i g h t  
p a r t i t i o n s .  The c e i l i n g  has been changed where t h e  new s t o r e f r o n t  intruded.  although t h e  
major i ty  of t h e  embossed metal c e i l i n g  remains-; A s t a i r c a s e  a t  t h e  r e a r  goes only t o  t h e  
second f l o o r i  There is c u r r e n t l y  no access  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r i  On t h e  second f l o o r  i s  a  
l a r g e  s p a c e  t h a t  i s  open u n t i l  it t e r m i n a t e s  wi th  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  behind a curved 
p a r t i t i o n ;  There i s  no communication wi th  o t h e r  bui ld ings  on any f loo r .  
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Dating from 1907, the  double bui lding a t  126-128 Campbell Avenue has a red-brown na tu ra l  
b r i ck  facade divided i n t o  a matching p a i r  of windows of four  bays each. The f i r s t  f l o o r  
of each u n i t  has been considerably a l t e red .  A t  t h e  second-story l e v e l  of each facade a r e  
four  windows each topped with a semic i rcular  a r c h  of r u s t i c a t e d  s tone  closed by a f l a t  
l i n t e l  of t h e  same mater ia l .  The th i rd - f loo r  windows a r e  grouped toge the r  a s  two 
t r i p a r t i t e  u n i t s  by c e n t r a l  segmented arched s t o n e  flanked by s tone  jack arches. Above 
the  t h i r d  f l o o r  windows i n  each facade t h e r e  a r e  c i r c u l a r  v e n t s  over  t h e  end windows. 
Above, a t  t h e  parapet l e v e l  i n  the  cen te r  of t h e  double facade. d e n t i l  molding forms an 
e l l i p t i c a l  a rch  over t h e  name R. H. Angell. Brackets  a r e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h i s  panel 
and the re  a r e  l a r g e  brackets  a t  the  corners .  A t  126 Campbell Avenue t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  
now a vacant s t o r e  f ront .  Over t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  facade of 128 Campbell Avenue a metal 
f i r e  escape has been added f o r  access from t h e  t h i r d  and second s t o r i e s  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  A 
r e s t au ran t  i s  now i n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of 128 Campbell Avenue. The second s t o r y  r e t a i n s  an 
arcade-like i n t e r i o r  wi th  rooms around a c e n t r a l  h a l l .  sky l igh t  above, and a double 
s t a i r c a s e  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f loo r ;  The t h i r d  f l o o r  con ta ins  many small  rooms. 
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The f i v e  bui ldings on Campbell Avenue contained commercial e n t e r p r i s e s  owned by seve ra l  
l o c a l l y  prominent Roanoke businessmen and ent repreneurs .  Some of these  businesses a r e  
st i l l  i n  operat ion,  but  i n  o t h e r  locat ions.  Roanoke c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  beginning i n  t h e  
l a t e  nineteenth century l i s t  t h e  businesses t h a t  operated i n  these  buildings. 1 

Louis Voight constructed 118 Campbell Avenue i n  1906: Here he owned and operated h i s  
jewelry business u n t i l  1 9 2 4 . ~  He so ld  t h e  bus iness  t o  A. S: Pflueger.  a jeweler. and i n  
1937 Voight so ld  t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  t h e  John M. Oakey. Inc.. fune ra l  par lor .  George Hi tc  
purchased t h e  jewelry business  i n  1948 and continued i t  a t  another  loca t ion  u n t i l  1959. 9 
From 1906 th rough  1987. when t h e  bui ld ing  was vacated.  occupants of t h i s  bui ld ing  
i n c l u d e d  d o c t o r s .  d e n t i s t s .  music s c h o o l s ,  a dancing s tud io ,  an e l o c u t i o n i s t ,  an 
"eschatology teacher"  ( theologian  concerned w i t h  t h e  end of t h e  world),  beauty shops. 
engineers,  and a f u r n i t u r e  company. A l l  served t h e  growing needs of Roanoke: 

On 28 August 1906. Louis Voight (owner of 118 Campbell Avenue) signed a par ty-wal l  
agreement with D. W. Pers inger  and J. A. Martin (owners of 120 Campbell Avenue). t o  mark 
t h e  s t a r t  of cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  l a t t e r  bui lding.  Completed i n  1909. 120 Campbell Avenue 
was f i r s t  occupied by t h e  Roanoke Times ti World-News (1910-1912). From 1913 t o  1915 the  
bui lding was vacant;  i n  1917 John G. peerman, a f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r ,  occupied t h e  bui ld ing  
followed by C & P Telephone Company of Vi rg in i a  (1918-1920). 

George Cabell  Davis. a photographer. was long a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  120 Campbell Avenue (1920- 
1947). Davis, who came t o  Roanoke from Henry County. worked a s  a c l e r k  f o r  t h e  Norfolk 
and Western Railway be fo re  he began t h e  Davis Photo Company. A s  o f f i c i a l  photographer 
f o r  t h e  Norfo lk  and Western  Railway and f o r  o t h e r  Roanoke businesses,  he l e f t  a 
remarkable p i c t o r i a l  record of t h e  ci ty.4 From 1945 through 1986 t h e  o t h e r  en te rp r i se s  
located i n  t h i s  bui ld ing  included a c lo th ing  shop, shoe r e p a i r  shop. and t h e  Eas ter  
Supply Company (1960-1986). 

Frank Fallon. a f l o r i s t  who had been t r a ined  i n  New Pork C i t y  and came t o  Roanoke i n  
1900. owned 122 Campbell Avenue, which was cons t ruc ted  i n  1892. Fal lon Park and Fal lon  
Park School. each on land  Fal lon  donated. were named f o r  himi Fa l lon  leased  122 Campbell 
Avenue t o  o t h e r  businesses;  h i s  t h r i v i n g  greenhouse and f l o r i s t  business  was loca ted  
e l ~ e w h e r e . ~  Between 1892 and 1987 t h e  businesses l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  bui lding included t h e  
Roanoke Times Publishing Company (1892-1912); Red. White and Blue Cafe. W. D. Webb. prop. 
(1923-1927); t h r e e  women t ak ing  i n  boarders  (1929-1939): p a r t  of t h e  spreading Davis 
Photo Company (1940-1947): and  E a s t e r  Supply (1948-1986). which a l s o  occupied 120 
Campbell i n  1960i 

John Martin Oakey cons t ruc ted  124 Campbell Avenue i n  18953 He came t o  t h e  a r e a  a s  a 
cabinetmaker, served as a t e l eg raph  opera tor  f o r  t h e  Confederate Army during t h e  C i v i l  
War, and then s t a r t e d  an undertaking business  i n  Salem; H e  mwed t o  124 Campbell Avenue 
when it w a s  b u i l t  in 1895. H i s  undertaking bus iness  l a s t e d  a t  t h i s  address u n t i l  19377 
The business. John M Oakey. Inc.. is t h e  o lde  t bus iness  i n  Roanoke s t i l l  i n  opera t ion  
and is s t i l l  managed by a member of t h e  Oakey.' Among t h e  businesses t h a t  occupied t h e  
bui lding a f t e r  1937 were a c lo th ing  shop (1946-1951). t h e  Rescue Mission Salvage s t o r e  
(1961). and an a r t  s t u d i o  (1986). 
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Robert H. Angell b u i l t  126-128 Campbell Avenue i n  1907. He was a prominent. self-made 
Roanoke businessman who helped many emerging businesses i n  t h e  c i t y .  He served as  
pres ident  of t h e  Colonial National Bank and t h e  Shenandoah L i f e  Insurance Company. a 
member of t h e  House of Delegates. and an organizer  of t h e  Merchant Association and 
Chamber of Commerce. He was in t ima te ly  a s soc ia t ed  with t h e  e a r l y  prosper i ty  of Roanoke. 
H i s  Home Hotel, a s  it was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  wi th  h i s  name displayed conspicuously on the  
p a r a p e t ,  was one of t h e  f i r s t  ho te l s  on Campbell Avenue and s t i l l  se rves  today as  
1 0 d g i n g s . ~  I n  1923 Angell s o l d  i t  t o  George and Marie McBain. The ho te l  changed its 
name many times: Central  Hotel (1907-1911). Windsor Hotel (1912). Hotel Raleigh (1913- 
1970). Smith's Hotel (1971-1977). Karkenny's Hotel (1978-1980). and L i l l y ' s  Raleigh Hotel 
(1980-present). The ho te l  descended r ap id ly  i n  socio-economic s t a t u s  u n t i l  today's  
r e s iden t s  a r e  bare ly  above t h e  homeless. 

The Campbell Avenue buildings-in recent  decline--are now being r e h a b i l i t a t e d  by t h e  City 
of Roanoke with threatened property g r a n t  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  Department of H i s t o r i c  
Resources. 

Company names and d a t e s  i n  parenthes is  a r e  taken from Roanoke City Di rec to r i e s  from 
those  years .  

2. Interview wi th  George T. Hitch. August 15. 1989~-  

3x City Directories .  1907 through 1959.. 

4 .  G. S. Jack. History of Roanoke. 1912. p. 249.- Mang of Davis 's photographs a r e  
owned by t h e  Roanoke Public  Library. Virg in ia  Room. 

5. Raymond P. Barnes. History of t h e  Ci tv  of Roanoke, p; 352- 

6i Interview wi th  John M. Oakey. grandson of founder. August 16, 1989. 

7. "Angell's name on h o t e l i n  Roanoke Times & World-Newsi- February 26. 1986.- p. A-7.- 
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Interviews: 

George T. Hitch. Jeweler. Aug. 15. 1989. 

John M: Oakey. Funeral Director.. Aug. 16. 1989. 






