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5. Classification
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Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_x_private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

i

Category of Property (Check only one box)
__ building({s)
x_ district
site
structure
object

1]

Number of Rescurces within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

3 0 buildings
_ 0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 _ 0 objects

3 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register 0

Name of related multiple property listing {Enter "N/A" if property is not part of
a multiple property listing.) N/A
b~ .}
6. Function or Use

=

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: COMMERCE Sub: BUSINESS OFFICE
COMMERCE Sub:; BUSINESS OFFICE
COMMERCE Sub: PASSENGER TRAIN STATION
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: COMMERCE Sub: WORK IN PROGRESS
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7. Description
W
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

88 Jefferson St. N.W.: Neoclassical Revival

108 Jefferson St. N.W.: Art Deco

209 Shenandoah Ave.: Neoclassical Revival/Moderne

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundaticn granite; concrete

walls granite; brick; precast stone; steel; cast iron; heavy timbe:
roof slate; terra cotta; EDPM
other

Narrative'Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property
on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

e e e o e

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in i i3
one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the Ar%as . Off SJ..gnlf:Lcar_)ce (Enter
property for National Register listing) categories from instructions)
X A °F Ly is sociated with events that h d
gigrgiegigant coﬁ’lstribution to the broad p:ttera;;e Icnfa %u? ARCEITECTURE
istory.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons COMMERCE
significant in our past.
X ¢ r t podies the distincti h cterist] f
R 108, “or method of comstraction of represens the TRANSPORTATION
work of a master, or possesSes high artistic values, or
represents 3 significant and distinguishable entity whose . : . .
components lack individual distinction. Period of Slgnlflcance
D P h ielded, 1 likel ield inf i
— U fmsperyy hes yisided: or s Jikgly to yield infomation 1896-1949
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes Significant Dates
that apply.)
A owned by a religious institutiocn or used for religicus 1896; 1903,’ 1931; 1905; 1949
purposes.
B removed from its original locationm, Significant , Person (Complete if
¢ aoirthplace or a grave. Criterion B is marked above
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, objection structure. . : .
— ul f
F a commemorative property. C tural Af lllatlon N/A
X G less than 50 vears of age or achieved significance within Architect/Builder

the past 50 years.

88 Jefferson St. N.W.:
Roanoke Land & Improvemant Co., builder

108 Jefferson St. N.W.:
E. Paul Hayes, architect
J.P. Pettyjohn, builder

209 Shenandoah Ave.:
Raymond LoewK, architect
R.P. Pettyjohn, builder

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additicnal Data

_ preliminary determination of individual listing _x_ State Historic Preservation Office

{36 CFR 67) has been reguested. __ Cther State agency

_ previously listed in the National Register ___ Federal agency

~ previously determined eligible by the Naticnal ___ Local government

Register University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark ~_ Other

__ recorded by Historic Bmerican Buildings Survey Name of repository: Virginia Tech College of
# Architecture and Urban Studies; The Virginia State
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record Library; Roanoks Valley Historical Socisty; Norfolk

# - ) & Southern Archives, Norfolk, VA
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10. Geographical Data

P e ——————————

Acreage of Property approximately 4.9 acres

TM References
{Place additicnal UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
117 593800 4125500 2
3 4
See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.}
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11. Form Prepared By
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name/title Dougias J. Harnsbarger, A.I.A., architectural historian, and Nancy Kraus
organization Harnsberger & Associates, Architects date July 10, 1998
street & number 108 N. First Street telephone {8D4) 648-5040
city or town Richmond state VA zip code 23219

W
Additional Documentation
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Submit the fclleowing items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheaets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage Or numerous resources,

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

e e e e o

Property Owner

. e

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name/title Roancke Foundation for Downtown, Inc. (Contact: Matt Kennell)
street & number 310 Firat St., Mazzanine telephone {540) 342-2028
city or town Roancke state VA zip ccde 24011

Paperwork Reduction Act S$tatement: This information is being collected for applications to the Hational Reqgister of Historic Flaces to nominate properties for liating or detsrmine
eligibility for liating, te list properties, and toc amend exiating listings. Response to this Isquesat i3 required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservatioen
Act, as amended (16 U.5.C. 470 et 3e4.).

Eatimated Burden Statement: Public zeporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per responsa including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining
data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct commenta regarding this burden astimate or any aspect of thia form To the Chief, Administrative Services Diviaion, Natianal Park Service,
P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018§), Washingtan, DC 20503,
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Narrative Description

Summary Description and Integrity Statement

The buildings in the nominated district, unified by their historical connection to the Norfolk & Western Railroad, are
representatives of three distinct architectural styles. The General Office Building-South is a sophisticated example
of Neoclassical Revival architecture and features complex patterns of ornate brickwork and ornamentation.
Representing the Art Deco period, the General Office Building-North is comparable in certain details to the Chrysler
Building in New York City with its vertical emphasis, geometrically patterned brickwork and precast stone, and
decorative cast aluminum details. The Passenger Station is a hybrid, an example par excellence of Moderne
architecture, constructed upon an underlying symmetrical, Neoclassical Revival structure. Perhaps the finest
architectural work of Raymond Loewy, an internationally respected industrial designer, the Passenger Station once
displayed a highly refined level of design both inside and out. Interior modifications made after Loewy’s departure
have obscured, but not destroyed, his highly original work.

Both General Office Buildings are solidly built of high quality masonry long-enduring materials and are much the
same on the exterior now as they were at the time of their construction in 1896 and 1931. The Passenger Station
is likewise solidly built and has not been appreciably altered on the exterior, except by Loewy’s entrance portico
addition (1949) and the removal of part of the addition on the rear facade of the building in 1997. All three buildings
have suffered interior modifications, consisting principally of the addition of partitions, acoustical tile dropped
ceilings, and commercial carpeting. Nonetheless, all three buildings retain a remarkable degree of their original
historic interior fabric.

(a) Norfolk & Western Railway Company General Office Building South (GOB-S)
Materials

Foundation granite

walls brick; granite; cast iron structural girders

roof Buckingham slate and green Vermont slate

Exterior Description

Norfolk & Western Railway Company General Office Building South (GOB-S), which occupies a sloping lot on the
southwest corner of Jefferson Street and Shenandoah Avenue in the commercial area of Roanoke north of the
downtown business district and north of the main railroad tracks formerly owned by the Norfolk & Western Railroad,
is the older of two multi-story office buildings on North Jefferson Street that were formerly owned and operated
by the Norfolk & Western Railway Company. In form, the GOB-S consists of two rectangular wings connected by
ahyphen. The original East Wing of the six-story Neoclassical Revival style building was built in 1896. Designed
by the Norfolk & Western architecture department in Philadelphia,' the design of GOB-S was inspired by architecture
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of the Renaissance, an age of humanism that rejected the style of the earlier Gothic period in favor of a more down-
to-earth horizontality with rich decorative motifs derived from Greek and Roman structures.

The West Wing was constructed in 1903 and improved in 1907. On February 10, 1909, the top two floors of the
west wing were heavily damaged by fire.” The floors were presumably restored. Although numerous internal changes
and remodelings took place over succeeding decades, the exterior remains essentially as it was in 1907. Each wing
of the building is constructed of cast iron structural girders, heavy timbers, granite, and variegated golden yellow
and rich brown brick shipped by rail from Ohio. Each wing encompasses 106,200 square feet. The construction cost
of thesEast Wing was $95,852, and surprisingly, the West Wing constructed seven years later cost only slightly
more.

Consistent with Neoclassical Revival prototypes of early twentieth century American commercial design, the GOB-S
features a four-part horizontal composition with slate hip roof and five dormer windows with copper finials on the
East and West Elevations. Most of the roof of the East Wing is constructed of dark gray Buckingham slate, while
one area of the roof has distinctive green Vermont slate. The entire roof of the West Wing is of green Vermont slate.
Both buildings have green terra cotta tile caps and ridges, except for one copper replacement ridge cap on the East
Wing. The building is capped with a heavily bracketed cornice, partially missing on the east facade of the building.
In typical Neoclassical Revival style, the GOB-S features a mixture of round-arched, flat-arched, and segmental
arched window types.

The base section, delneated by a wide granite belt course, has a sturdy granite foundation contrasted with muiti-tone
brown brick walls laid in American bond. The first story has the appearance of an arcade, distinguished by ranks of
gracefully arched windows with stone sills, The windows have opaque glass brick in-fill, a later alteration made in
1929-31 at the time the General Office Building-North was constructed.*

The rusticated second story section of the GOB-S features five courses of honey-yellow brick contrasted with
horizontal lines of brown brick, accented at the top with a cornice-style belt course, also of yellow brick. Fenestration
on second story of the Primary East Elevation is composed of five pairs of windows with single windows at the
corners, all with flat arches of contrasting gold and brown brick and opaque glass brick in-fill,

Above a brown, molded brick belt course is the main body of the building, a three-story segment faced with a
continuous wall of plain honey-yellow brick in running bond. The visual theme of rustication is continued with earth-
colored brick quoins at the corner of each story. Fenestration from the third through the fifth stories of the Primary
East Elevation is composed of five pairs of original metal, double-hung one-over-one windows with single windows
at the corners. The windows on the main body of the building also have flat arches with brown keystones.

The compressed sixth story at the top is the most festive, defined by ornate yellow and brown brickwork laid in
crisscrossed lines to form a diagonal checkerboard or diapered pattern. Like the stories below, the sixth story
windows have segmental arches. This top section is also distinguished by the wide bracketed cornice at the roof line
and a cornice-style belt course below.

Although the GOB-S is divided horizontally into a “layer cake” of four sections, a secondary vertical organization
is created, perhaps unintentionally, by prominent downspouts. These downspouts are visible in early photographs
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and are apparently original. They divide the facade into seven sections with narrow sections on each end and the
widest section in the center. The downspouts give the fenestration a vertical rhythm of 1-2-2-3-2-2-1 if the paired
windows of the second floor and three floors above it are read as a unit. By contrast, the first and sixth floors have
only one window.

The primary East Elevation along Jefferson Street is twenty-four structural bays long, with a centrally located
entrance, marked by a stone base, coupled Tuscan columns, wide cornice, and a classical broken-arch pediment. The
portico soars a full two-and-one-half stories in height. Although the doorway behind the portico has been altered,
it retains its circular arch with keystone. Each wing of the secondary South Elevation along Shenandoah Avenue is
five structural bays wide with a centrally placed secondary entrance with limestone steps, frame, and cornice. This
elevation has parallel rows of five single windows on each story. Windows on the first and second stories have
opaque glass brick in-fill, and the third through sixth stories retain their original metal, double-hung one-over-one
fenestration.

Interior Description

The building contains six floors and a basement. Inside the principal entrance on Jefferson Street, the ground floor
elevator lobby is finished with painted plaster walls and terrazzo floors. The Norfolk & Western Railroad logo is
imbedded in the terrazzo in the center of the lobby. On the left of the lobby are two small, narrow elevators. The
lobby leads to a wide, gracious staircase that opens into equally wide circulation corridors to the left, the right, and
directly ahead at the top of five steps. Standing at the bottom of the stairs looking up, there is an open view to the
sixth floor up the six flights of the turning stairs. The staircase retains its original ornate cast iron rails which are
painted with a deep red enamel. Although the ceilings in the lobby and the left and right circulation corridors have
been lowered with a dropped ceiling of acoustical tile, the original fourteen foot high plaster ceilings are visible where
the tile have been displaced. The lobby and corridors retain their original wide baseboards, window and door casings,
and tall recessed panel wood and glass doors.

Inside a secondary west entrance at the corner of Shenandoah Avenue is en elegant foyer with tall, paneled
grommeted doors with their original wrought iron detailing, half-round clerestory windows, and a coffered plaster
ceiling with a diamond pattern design.

Throughout the building, floors are constructed of poured concrete and finished with linoleum tile in & faux marble
pattern. The original interior walls and partitions on all floors are painted plaster. The original baseboards, door and
window casings, and some of the original wood and wood and glass doors are found throughout the building. From
the second through the sixth floors, all the windows are double-hung with metal frames. At the basement level and
the first floor; opaque glass blocks and wood half-round partitions have replaced the original windows. Visible along
the long corridors are heavy, riveted cast iron columns, part of the building’s exposed structural system which
contrasts noticeably with the wide adjacent colonial baseboards.

The building has steam radiators along the walls, under the windows. Large fireproof storage vaults, are located on
each floor. The third floor of the GOB-S is connected to the second floor of the GOB-N by a skywalk across Center
Avenue.
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(b) Norfolk & Western Railroad Company General Office Building North (GOB-N)
Materials

Foundation  concrete

walls structural steel; brick; precast stone

roof EDPM

Exterior Description

Norfolk & Western Railway Company General Office Building North (GOB-N), constructed in 1931, was the second
major office building added to the railway facilities.” Situated at the northwest corner of Jefferson Street and Center
Avenue in the commercial area of Roanoke north of the downtown business district and north of the main railroad
tracks formerly owned by the Norfolk & Western Railway, the GOB-N was located on the site of the former
Stratford Hotel which had provided room and board for numerous Norfolk & Western employees through the years.®
In an article that appeared in the Norfolk and Western Magazine in May, 1931, the GOB-N was described: “The
modern eight-story structure..is the last word in architectural excellence...It is absolutely fireproof, strongly built and
stands on a foundation of solid rock. Some of the steel foundation columns sink to a depth of 10 feet below the
surface of the basement,” The fabric of the building includes one million brick, two million pounds of structural
steel, and 5,000 cubic yards of concrete. The variegated yellow and brown brick provide an attractive contrast to
the precast stone trim around the entrances, the lower windows, and the main cornice.

The GOB-N is a fine example of commercial Art Deco construction. The Modern Art Deco movement, widely
popular in urban areas in the 1920's and 1930', is typically angular architecture that relies on stark verticality and
strong geometric forms and motifs. Like the colossal Empire State and Chrysler Buildings, the GOB-N has wide
vertical strips marking the major divisions of the facade and narrower strips that divide the tall columns of windows.
Further vertical expression is created by the penthouse tower that steps back and upward to the apex.

The GOB-N, designed by Paul Hayes, was the architect’s first and, in his estimation, also his best work. An older
brother taught Hayes how to use a T-square, a triangle and some scales. Determined to become a registered architect,
Hayes left home at age eighteen after several years in high school. He landed a three-year apprenticeship as office
boy and draftsman in the Winston-Salem, North Carolina firm where his older brother was employed. An architect
on leave from the faculty of Carnegie Tech helped Hayes enroll in a correspondence course at Beaux Arts Institute
in New York. Hayes subsequently came to Roancke to work in the office of Louis Phillipe Smithey,
architect/engineer. Hayes helped Smithey prepare drawings for numerous projects, including the American Theater,
the Salem and Lyric Theaters, First Presbyterian Church, and the South Roanoke Fire Station. In June of 1929,
business was slow for Smithey, so Hayes was subcontracted out as a draftsman for Norfolk & Western Railway.
When the N&W management rejected the architectural plans for GOB-N submitted by an outside architectural firm,
Hayes asked for the opportunity to submit his own design. His plans for the GOB-N was unanimously accepted.
Seven years after completing the construction of GOB-N, Hayes passed the exam to become a registered architect.
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Constructed in 1931 b;/ J.P. Pettyjohn, Contractor, the GOB-N cost $831,927, more than eight times the cost of
its southern neighbor.® The building measures 141 linear feet along Jefferson Street and 153 feet along Center
Avenue.” In form, the building is “U”-shaped, with a paved concrete courtyard, 30 feet wide and 77 long, between
the rear wings. The 100,000 square-foot building displays several characteristics of the Modern Art Deco Movement:
walls of smooth-faced concrete, polychrome ormamentation in the form of zigzags, chevrons, and other geometric
motifs; and the vertical emphasis of its tower projecting above the roof line,

The high rise commercial building is eight stories high and built of precast stone and variegated earth-tones of
golden-yellow and brown brick laid in American bond. At the top of the eighth story, a square tower stands 138 feet
above street level.'® The building has a classical three-part composition. The base section features a smooth-faced
stone foundation, multi-tone yellow brick pilasters separated by original double-hung one-over-one metal windows,
and spandrels under the windows of yellow brick accented with vertical lines of dark brown brick. The first and
second stories are separated by a segmented stone belt course. The contrasting seven-story shaft emphasizes the
vertical rise with continuous multi-tone yellow brick pilasters separated by original double-hung one-over-one metal
windows and darker orange and brown brick interstices. Decorative, colorful spandrels under the windows display
yellow brick alternately accented with a geometric pattern reminiscent of the Greek key motif and vertical lines of
dark brown brick.

The top of the main shaft of the building is composed of alternating vertical pediments of yellow brick and precast
stone. A continuous band of stone precast with reeding, sloped weatherings, and long-stemmed volutes stylized to
imitate fern fronds encircle the shaft of the buikling at the roof line. A recessed tower section, also capped with a
band of stone, projects above the primary flat roof and repeats the pattern of alternating vertical pilasters of yellow
brick and fluted stone. The pilasters project and are capped with precast stone weatherings.

The Primary East Elevation along Jefferson Street is sixteen structural bays long, with a centrally located entrance
flanked by heavily fluted pilasters and a lintel bearing the inscription “Norfolk & Western RY™ cast in angular low-
relief letters. Three precast raised stone obelisks rise upward from the top of the lintel to the third story where they
terminate in reeded blocks. The reeded blocks extend to the right and left across the dominant central section of the
primary facade. The entrance has a triple metal door with multi-pane transom and sidelights. The windows have
aluminum frames and are divided by ornate aluminum grills with lattice motifs, wavy lines, and the Norfolk &
Western logo. Cast concrete panels with layered chevrons and geometric motifs are found above the sidelights and
second story windows.

The South Elevation along Center Avenue is sixteen bays wide with a secondary entrance in the center. The facade
is composed of symmetrical rows and columns of original single double-hung, one-over-one windows separated by
yellow brick pilasters. The first and second stories are separated by a segmented stone belt course, and the facade
is capped with precast stone. The secondary entrance has its original double doors with precast stone facing, flanked
by sconce lights.

The North Elevation is clad in yellow brick and is eight bays wide. The fenestration on the North Elevation consists
of symmetrical rows and columns of original single double-hung, one-over-one metal windows separated by yellow
brick pilasters. The first and second stories are separated by a segmented stone belt course. The rear West
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Elevation, clad yellow brick, is U-shaped with five bays on each wing. The windows on the West Elevation are
original single double-hung, one-over-one windows separated by yellow brick pilasters.

The GOB-N is visually and structurally connected to the GOB-S by a painted steel skywalk that spans Center Street
between the second story of the GOB-N and the third story of the GOB-S. The skywalk features 1-3-1 fenestration
and a shallow arched vault with stucco finish. The window bays corbel out from wall plane, and each window is set
in a polygonal shaped coffered panel.

The exterior of the Norfolk & Western Railway Company North (GOB-N) has not been significantly altered since
its construction. It served between 1931 and 1992 as office space for the railroad company.

Interior Description

The building contains eight floors and a basement. Just inside the principal entrance on Jefferson Street is a small
foyer with elegant marble walls, marble floor, and unusual frosted glass Art Deco light fixture in the center of the
ceiling. Immediately beyond the foyer, a wide archway of painted plaster leads into the main elevator lobby. This
spacious ground floor lobby is finished with black and tan colored marble floors with a geometric block pattern, and
the walls are faced with a high wainscoting of black, emerald green, and tan colored marble. Above the wainscoting
are painted plaster walls, geometrically patterned plaster cornice, and a twelve-foot coffered, sculptured plaster
ceiling. Heat vents in the lobby have ornate Art Deco style cast alurninum registers.

At the rear of the elevator lobby are four elevators with sleek, shiny Bakelite doors molded with vertical, raised silver
and black panels. In between the elevators are sconce light fixtures of molded plaster with a brushed aluminum finish,
The elevators are five feet wide and seven feet long inside and were designed to accommodate twelve people.

Throughout the building, floors are constructed of poured concrete and finished with deep maroon and black colored
squares of battleship linoleum laid in a pattern to imitate marble. Inside walls and partitions are constructed ofhollow
terra cotta tile, and the interior walls enclosing the stairways and elevator lobbies on the second through eighth floors
are faced with a five feet wide wainscoting of 8" by 16" glazed terra cotta tile. Some of the interior doors are metal
and wire glass, and some are wood and glass. All the windows are double-hung with metal frames. The windows on
the north side of the building and those facing the stairways have wire glass. Many of the interior spaces have been
partitioned into smaller spaces with laminate paneling, and the original eieven foot ceilings have been dropped down
with acoustical tile. Visible above displaced acoustical tiles is the original wood picture molding approximately 3'
down from the higher ceiling.

A suite of executive offices, executive dining room and kitchen are located on the seventh floor. The offices are
modern, but of special note is the office of the former chief executive of the railroad. This office features rich raised
panel cherry paneling, built-in cabinetry, and a private bathroom with shower.

The building has steam radiators along the walls, under the windows. Also original is the special wide wood
baseboard called a “Conduo” that was installed for wiring and provided extra space for future conduit installations.""
Two large fireproof storage vaults, with walls of hollow tile, twelve inches thick, are located on each floor. The
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basement floor is connected to the ground floor of the original GOB-S by a tunnel under Center Avenue, and the
second floor was connected to the third floor of the GOB-S by a covered passageway or skywalk.

At the time of completion, the two-thirds of the basement floor was occupied by a steam regenerator, refrigerating
machines for cooling drinking water, work rooms for the superintendent of buildings, and an electrician. The
basement also included space for a photostat room, storage for the railroad’s engineering department instruments
and field supplies, a shipping room, and bins for the reception of U.S. and railroad service mail. "

In the south wing along Center Avenue, an auditorium, 50 feet wide and 80 feet long seating 526 people, was
installed on the first floor. The remainder of the first floor space was occupied by Rates and Divisions (south wing)
and Quotation and Tariff (north wing) departmental offices. The second floor housed the Freight Traffic Department,
and the Engineering Department was located on third floor. The fourth through seventh floors were occupied by the
Accounting Department. The Magazine and Advertising Departments were situated on the eighth floor.

(c) Norfolk & Western Railway Company Passenger Station
Materials

Foundation  concrete

walls brick; concrete

roof terra cotta tile

Exterior Description

The Norfolk & Western Railroad Company Passenger Station, located adjacent to the railroad tracks, is sited at the
junction of Shenandoah Avenue and Williamson Road (Second Street) in the commercial district north of the business
district of Roanoke. Originally built in 1905, the older classicaily styled station was redesigned in 1949 by industrial
designer by Raymond Loewy" (1893-1986) who is well known for his eclectic product designs including the 1947
Studebaker Starlight Coupe, the 1953 Starliner Coupe, the 1961 Avanti, the 1929 Gestetner duplicating machine,
the Pennsylvania Railroad S-1 Steam locomotive, Lucky Strike cigarette packs, the Coca-Cola bottle, and the Apollo
and Skylab spacecrafts.'* All of these products by Loewy were landmark designs that were commercially successful
and influential in establishing higher design standards in their respective industries. Prolific and charismatic, Loewy
established a worid-wide reputation reinforced by offices in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, London, Paris, and
San Juan. Officials of the Norfolk & Western who admired Loewy’s locomotive designs invited Loewy to create a
showpiece after a local architect’s drawings for a re-designed station failed to express the company’s financial
success and aspirations for the future."® The passenger station is one of the outstanding surviving examples of
Loewy’s architecture.
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Photographs of the 1905 passenger station show a Neoclassical Revival structure constructed of brick with a main
central block, symmetrical wings, white trim, and a terra cotta hipped roof. The 1905 station had a central {onic
columned portico that was removed and replaced during the 1949 renovation.

The redesigned passenger station retains the footprint of its predecessor and the structural walls, the roof, the
window casement openings, and all of the rooms and windows on the lower level. “The monumental classical and
dynamic Corbusian form in structural stone and corrugated aluminum features an almost production line-like

pedestfbian flow diagram, all squeezed between a large historical hotel and the track way of a streamlined passenger
train,”

The transformation by Loewy produced a distinctively two-faced building, well-suited to its function and site. At
the street front, the passenger station has a decidedly classical appearance, although stripped down. The rear facade
is overtly modern and technological in form. Among the design changes incorporated by Raymond Loewy are the
projecting eight-pillared entrance portico of smooth-faced, scored concrete with reentrant style recessed corners,
the 17-foot tall expanse of fixed plate glass-and-metal windows on the Primary North Elevation, the wall-of-
windows on the track-side Loewy addition (South Elevation), the first escalators in Roanoke, and a curved walnut
ticket counter instead of ticket booths."”

The glass doors and windows have natural aluminum trim, and the windows on the wings and the secondary
elevations are four-light with molded horizontal frosted glass and hopper style bottom hinges. Remarkably, the
windows on the South Elevation have the same design and proportions as train windows. The terrace under the
entrance portico is finished with two colors of terrazzo and has a distinctive geometric motif in front of the two sets
of four entrance doors. Unfortunately, the original doors have been sealed off, and a double-wide metal and glass
commercial door has been installed at the right side of the entrance portico.

In plan view, Loewy’s wedge-shaped addition on the South (rear) Elevation unified the front and the back of the
station. The 1949 addition was “T”-shaped, with two wings, twelve-feet wide by forty-five feet long supported on
concrete piers, and a center extension, supported by large central brick piers, that extended sixty feet to span three
sets of railroad tracks. The exterior was clad with vertically fluted corrugated aluminum intended to give a
transportation-like appearance.

Each of the wings has a long horizontal stretch of windows to imitate the fenestration of a passenger train car. The
concourse in the east wing sheltered a café, and the west wing held the baggage claim. Terrazzo covered concrete
floors embedded with copper tubing provided radiant heat. On the interior, the roof was supported by “H”-shaped
columns. On two sides, the columns were clad with frosted glass, and the other two sides were covered with
travertine marble. Five-inch diameter fluorescent tube lights were affixed to the columns providing sufficient ambient
light for the entire interior space of the Loewy addition . Only two of the support columns survived following the
demolition of the sixty-foot extension in 1995; both surviving columns have been stripped of their cladding and lights.
However, photographs and fragments of the materials are in the possession of Professor Bill Green of Virginia Tech
who would like to see the “light columns” restored. Also lost in the ‘95 demolition were the long brick enclosures
that sheltered the escalators that led from the concourse down to the landing platform at track level.



































