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1. Name 
historic Acndcmy Schclal 
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andlox common same 

2, Location 

& Academy Street - 
- of distrlct (MI Caldwell  B u t l e r )  
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county City  

Use 
- 2- public - - - muscum 
2 building(s) - - - 
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4. Owner of Property (See Continuation Sheet 

Salem - vlcinity of 2.4 153 

BocaQion of Peeal Description 
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Salem svtate 

V i r g i n i a  H i s to r i c  Land~[~asks  
title property elegible? - -K 

- - X - - 

f6t Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Commission, 

cttv. state 
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use 

. 

Street 

street number 

Salemcity, town vicinity congressional 
. 

not for pubtication 

Six th  

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 in code 7 7j 

Category Ownership Status Present 
district occupied agriculture 

private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessibte entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted .government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

6 2 )  


name School Board, County of Roanoke 

street & number 526 S.  College Avenue 

city, town state V i r g i n i a  

5. 


courthouse, of deeds, etc. Salem City H a l l  

street number 

city, town Virg in i a  

Commission has this been determined yes no 

state county localdate 1980 federal 

Landmarks 221 Governor Streetdepositary Survey records 

Richmond 
 Virg in i a  23219town 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered 1L original site 
2 L  good -ruins 2 altered -moved date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

The Academy S t r e e t  School, a n  educat ional  landmark, i s  s i t e d  on a spacious l o t  of f  
Academy S t r e e t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of Salem. The school  complex c o n s i s t s  of two classroom build-  
ings:  one cons t ruc ted  i n  1890 and an annex b u i l t  ca.  1903. A small  hyphen, e rec ted  i n  
t h e  middle of t h e  p resen t  century ,  connects  t h e  two bui ld ings .  A small  power p l a n t  i s  s i tua tec  
t o  t h e  r e a r  (north)  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The 1890 e d i f i c e  has  a Flemish-bond b r i c k  facade 
and four-course, American-bond b r i c k  secondary w a l l s  on a b r i c k  foundat ion.  The annex is 
cons t ruc ted  i n  f ive-course,  American-bond b r i c k  on a s tone  foundation. Both a r e  covered 
by hipped r o o f s  sheathed i n  standing-seam shee t  metal .  

The main en t r ance  t o  t h e  1890 s t r u c t u r e  is through a p ro jec t ing ,  three-s tory  ent rance  
tower t h a t  was crowned o r i g i n a l l y  by a mansard roof topped by c r e s t i n g .  The f i r s t - s t o r y  
en t ry  is enclosed wi th in  a round-arch doorway t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  f ea tu red  a l a r g e  transom 
window t h a t  has  been temporari ly blocked wi th  plywood. The o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors 
remain i n  p lace .  A s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  en t r ance  is found on t h e  r e a r  e l eva t ion .  A basement 
entrance,  now covered by a shed roo f ,  i s  found beneath modern concre te  s t e p s  t h a t  serve  
t h e  main ent rance .  The s t e p s  r ep lace  t h e  o r i g i n a l  twin s ta i rway t h a t  f ea tu red  a handsome 
ba lus t rade .  Fenes t r a t ion  c o n s i s t s  of segmenta larched  openings on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and 
round-arch openings on t h e  second s t o r y .  A l l  openings p resen t ly  a r e  covered with plywood, 
p ro tec t ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  multi-pane, hung-sash windows. The s t r u c t u r e  has  notable  br ick-  
work. Each bay i s  def ined  by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  with r e u s e d  b r i c k  panels  between t h e  
f i r s t -  and second-story windows. The imposts of t h e  arched openings a r e  defined by r a i sed  
brickwork. A bracketed corn ice  runs  along t h e  eaves on a l l  e l eva t ions .  A p ro jec t ing  
gabled p a v i l i o n  i s  found on t h e  e a s t  e l eva t ion .  Tr iangular  dormers wi th  louvres  break 
t h e  roof l i n e .  

The annex i s  L-shaped i n  p lan  wi th  t h e  main ent rance  found on t h e  e a s t  e l eva t ion  wi th in  
a shallow ent rance  pav i l ion .  The p a v i l i o n  i s  topped by a parapet  wi th  a recessed b r i ck  
panel and a corbeled b r i c k  corn ice .  The ent rance  is she l t e red  by a one-story porch, covered 
by a shed roo f .  The porch has  Doric columns, turned b a l u s t e r s ,  and a p l a i n  en tab la tu re .  
The main ent rance  c o n s i s t s  of a round-arched doorway whose transom has been blocked wi th  
plywood. The o r i g i n a l  paneled double doors  remain i n  place.  The f i r s t - s t o r y  windows have 
s tone  l i n t e l - t y p e  heads; t h e  second-story windows have segmental-arched heads. A l l  openings 
a r e  blocked by plywood and r e t a i n  t h e i r  multi-pane hung sash.  A bracketed co rn ice  and cor- 
beled brickwork run  along t h e  eaves. Brick p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  d e f i n e  t h e  bays. The hipped 
roof i s  broken by t r i a n g u l a r  dormers i n s e t  wi th  louvres.  

The s t a i r  i s  t h e  f o c a l  poin t  i n  both bui ld ings .  The c losed-s t r ing  s t a i r  has  a square 
newel ornamented wi th  appl ied  moldings. A wainscot of matchboarding fol lows t h e  course of 
the  s t a i r  and is used i n  a l l  clilssrooms. The openings i n  both bu i ld ings  have symmetrical 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  wi th  turned corner  blocks.  The pa i red  four-par t  fo ld ing  doors  t h a t  s epa ra t e  
second-floor classrooms a r e  a n  unusual f e a t u r e  of t h e  annex. Most classrooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  blackboards, ca s t - i ron  hea t ing  g r a t e s ,  and hardwood f l o o r s .  

The r e a r  hea t ing  p l a n t ,  which houses t h e  o r i g i n a l  furnace ,  is d i s t ingu i shed  by a t a l l  
b r i c k  chimney. 

The l a t e r  hyphen connecting t h e  two bu i ld ings  i s  undist inguished a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and 
may be removed i n  a forthcoming renovat ion.  

The schoolyard has  a black-top covering. 

RCC (See Continuat ion Sheet #l) 



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
& 1800-1899 

1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
-agriculture -economics - literature - ~ ~ ~ l p t ~ r e  

architecture X education -military - social1 
-art -engineering music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention 1 -other (specity) 

Specific dates 1890; ca .  1903 Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMEliT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Academy S t r e e t  School complex i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  both a s  a  monument t o  e a r l y  pub l i c  school 
educat ion i n  southwestern Vi rq in i a  and a s  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark i n  t h e  C i ty  of  Salem. 
The cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  1890 school  on t h e  s i t e  of an e a r l i e r  female academy r e s u l t e d  from 
an inc rease  i n  s t a t e  funding f o r  pub l i c  educat ion t h a t  coincided wi th  a  tremendous construc- 
t i o n  boom i n  t h e  Valley caused by t h e  expansion of t h e  Norfolk and Western Railroad.  A s  
with many of t h e  pub l i c  schools  of t h e  pe r iod , the  new schoolhouse was loca ted  conspicuously 
a t  t h e  head of a  s t r e e t  and was fash ionably  Vic to r i an ,  cha rac te r i zed  by decora t ive  brickwork, 
bracketed co rn ices ,  and an imposing ent rance  tower. Its wel l - l ighted ,  c e n t r a l l y  heated,  
spacious classrooms symbolized an enl ightened a t t i t u d e  toward primary educat ion and con- 
t r a s t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  wi th  t h e  one-room, wooden schoolhouses t h a t  had served Virq in ians  
i n  a n  e a r l i e r  day. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The idea  of u n i v e r s a l  publ ic  educat ion i n  t h e  Commonwealth was slow t o  take  form. I n  
t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  century  Thomas J e f f e r s o n  proposed a p lan  of publ ic  educat ion.  The b i l l ,  a s  
enacted, was so amended a s  t o  make i t  v i r t u a l l y  worthless .  I n  1810 t h e  General Assembly 
e s t ab l i shed  t h e  L i t e r a r y  Fund which provided t h a t  c e r t a i n  t axes  be s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  
encouragement of l ea rn ing .  The next  year  i t  was decided t h a t  when t h e  Fund amounted t o  
$45,000 t h e  i n t e r e s t  earned thereon was t o  be used s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  educat ion of indigent  
white  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  count ies .  I n  t h e  1816-17 l e g i s l a t i v e  se s s ion  Charles  Fenton Mercer 
of Loudoun County o f fe red  a  comprehensive p lan  t o  make publ ic  educat ion a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  
white  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Commonwealth by augmenting t h e  L i t e r a r y  Fund without  increas ing  taxes .  
Mercer's p lan  suf fered  t h e  same f a t e  a s  J e f f e r s o n ' s  e a r l i e r  proposa ls .  The young F e d e r a l i s t  
was opposed success fu l ly  by a  J e f f e r s o n i a n  bloc l ed  by Senator Joseph C .  Cabel l  who pre- 
f e r r e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Univers i ty  of Virg in ia  a t  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  i n s t ead  of founding a 
system of popular  educat ion.  

The Census of 1840 revealed alarming white  i l l i t e r a c y  i n  many s t a t e s ,  inc luding  V i r -  
g in i a .  Two educat ional  conventions were he ld  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  1840 and 1845 t o  remedy t h e  
s i t u a t i o n .  I n  1846 t h e  General Assembly responded with l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  school 
system; however, t h e  law provided no means of t axa t ion  f o r  t h e  schools  nor  any c e n t r a l i z e d  
d i r e c t i o n .  The burden f e l l  on t h e  ind iv idua l  count ies .  Some count ies  d id  develop a  system 
of common schools ,  but  t h e  ma jo r i ty  d i d  n o t .  I n  1856 and 1857 Governor Wise made a notable  
e f f o r t  t o  set up a n  adequate system of publ ic  educat ion,  dec la r ing  t h a t  schools  "should not  
be a  s t a t e  c h a r i t y ,  but  t h e  ch ie f  element of t h e  freedom of t h e  s t a t e ; "  however, t h e  General 
Assembly f a i l e d  once aga in  t o  appropr i a t e  money f o r  schoo1s.l  The C i v i l  War stopped any 
momentum towards publ ic  f inancing  of educat ion.  Primary schools  were c losed  and revenues 
from t h e  L i t e r a r y  Fund were d ive r t ed  t o  t h e  war e f f o r t .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet i/1) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l k  acres 

Quadrangle name Salem, Virg in ia  
UMT References 

A I 5 1 8 1 3 M  14111217161210] 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justificalion Beginning a t  a  poin t  600' N of West Main, on W 

s i d e  of Academy S t r e e t ,  N of Norfolk and Western Railroad t r acks ;  thence extending ap- 
proximately 300' S on s a i d  s i d e  of Academy S t r e e t ;  thence extending 100' W t o  a l l e y ;  
thence extending 350' N t o  S s i d e  of Taylor Avenue; thence extending approximately 150' 
E on sa id  s i d e  of s a i d  s t r e e t  t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Vire in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S ta f f  

organization Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission date January 1981 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

citv or town Richmond Virg in ia  23219 . -. 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X - state iocai 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for intiusion in the National Reaister and certifv that it has been evaluated 

by the Heritage conservation and kecreation Service. 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  l n  e l  n n .r.?n* 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The nominated property f o r  t h e  Academy S t r e e t  School c o n s i s t s  of 14 a c r e s .  This  in- 
cludes t h e  1890 school ,  t h e  ca .  1903 annex, and t h e  power p l a n t .  The black-top schoolyard 
is included a l s o .  This  has been t h e  s i t e  of t h e  Academy S t r e e t  School s i n c e  t h e  mid-19th 
century.  The nominated proper ty  i s  def ined  by Academy S t r e e t  on t h e  e a s t ,  Taylor Avenue 
t o  t h e  no r th ,  an a l l e y  t o  t h e  west and Clay S t r e e t  extended t o  t h e  south .  

8.  SIGNIFICANCE 

After  t h e  war t h e  Vi rg in i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of 1867-68 drew up t h e  b i t t e r l y  
contested Underwood Cons t i tu t ion .  A no tab le  f e a t u r e  was t h e  immediate requirement f o r  a  
s ta tewide  comprehensive system of publ ic  schools  which would e s t a b l i s h  2,900 schools ,  
employ 3,000 t eache r s ,  and accommodate 130,000 pup i l s .  A t  t h e  next genera l  e l e c t i o n  only 
twenty-six de lega te s  o u t  of 132 were r e e l e c t e d ;  consequently, funding f o r  t h e  schools  was 
withheld. According t o  Governor Holl iday,  who vetoed an important measure providing more 
money t o  t h e  schools ,  "Our f a t h e r s  d id  not  need f r e e  schools  ... they a r e  a  luxury ... t o  be 
paid f o r  by t h e  people who wish t h e i r  benef i t . "2  Many prominent Virg in ians  shared t h e  
Governor's a t t i t u d e .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  throughout t h e  1870s the  s t a t e  school  system cons is ted  
almost e n t i r e l y  of elementary schools ,  segregated by r ace ,  wi th  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f t e n  having but  
one teacher .  Counties a c t u a l l y  were forbidden by law t o  use s t a t e  funds f o r  high schools ;  
t he re fo re ,  few schools  adequately prepared s tuden t s  t o  en te r  co l l ege .  

An important c a t a l y s t  f o r  educat ional  reform i n  Vi rg in i a  was t h e  generous a s s i s t a n c e  
given t o  i t s  school  system by t h e  Peabody Educational Fund of New England, e s t ab l i shed  a f t e r  
the  war by George Peabody "as a  g i f t  t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  south." Between 1870 and 1882 t h e  
Fund awarded Virg in ia  $233,000, a  g i f t  t h a t  by 1879 convinced both bondholders and t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  of t h e  necess i ty  of modifying t h e  terms of e a r l i e r  funding a c t s .  Three years  
l a t e r  t h e  General Assembly c a r r i e d  t h i s  reform forward both by vot ing  t h e  publ ic  schools  a  
cash payment of $400,000 and q u a r t e r l y  payments of $25,000 and by appropr ia t ing  $379,000 
t o  t h e  L i t e r a r y  Fund. The s t a g e  now was s e t  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  Academy S t r e e t  
School i n  Salem. 

When t h e  General Assembly e s t ab l i shed  t h e  pub l i c  school  system i n  1870, Roanoke County 
appointed L .  R .  Holland as i t s  f i r s t  super in tendent .  H i s  f i r s t  duty under t h e  new law was 
t o  organize four  d i s t r i c t  school  boards, one f o r  each m a g i s t e r i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  county. 
The f i r s t  recorded meeting of t h e  Salem d i s t r i c t  was held on December 10, 1870. I n  1871 
t h e  Salem D i s t r i c t  School Board organized a  white  school  with t h r e e  teachers  i n  a  four-room 
bui ld ing  on Academy S t r e e t  t h a t  formerly served a s  t h e  Salem Academy, a  p r i v a t e  Presbyter ian  
school f o r  g i r l s ,  b u i l t  before  t h e  C i v i l  War. A b lack  school with two black teachers  met 
i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  bui ld ing .  I n  1887 t h e  Board razed t h e  old Academy s t r u c t u r e  a f t e r  i t  obtained 
a  $6,000 loan  t o  cons t ruc t  an eight-room school bu i ld ing  or, t h e  s i t e  f o r  white  pup i l s .  Who 
designed t h e  school  is not  p re sen t ly  known, but  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Board appointed a  l o c a l  
a r c h i t e c t .  During t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  new bu i ld ing  t h e  school  met i n  t h e  Virg in ia  House, 
a  h o t e l  on East Main S t r e e t .  The s i z e  and s t y l e  of t h e  new school  undoubtedly were influenced 
by t h e  promotional campaign of t h e  "Ci t izens  Executive Committee." The committee was formed 
i n  order  t o  secure  f o r  Salem i t s  sha re  i n  t h e  rap id  commercial development t h a t  swept t h e  

(See Continuat ion Sheet /!2) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Valley of V i rg in i a  a f t e r  t h e  coming of t h e  Norfolk & Western Rai l road .  Af t e r  i t s  f i r s t  
meeting t h e  committee c i t e d  among t h e  advantages of t h e  growing town "...The Publ ic  Graded 
School of Salem (which) has f o r  years  maintained a  high rank f o r  e f f i c i e n c y . .  ."3 The 
Salem Pres s  repor ted ,  "Education i s  given cons iderable  a t t e n t i o n .  White schools '  a t t en -  
dance 225, 350 capaci ty .  There i s  a  County Superintendent of Schools.. ."4 

A New York pub l i ca t ion ,  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  of Salem t o  prospect ive  r e s i d e n t s ,  
wrote i n  August 1890, " . . . t he re  i s  a  handsome publ ic  school bu i ld ing  j u s t  completed."5 
The Salem Improvement Committee issued a  brochure i n  1891 t h a t  noted,  "The handsome b r i ck  
bui ld ing  was completed a  year  ago, i s  heated by steam and furn ished  with t h e  b e s t  appl iances  
f o r  i n s t r u ~ t i o n . " ~  A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  corbeled b r i c k  bui ld ing  with i t s  prominent en t rance  
tower was among t h e  town's f i n e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  The bui ld ing  continued t o  
serve  a s  a  school u n t i l  1977 when i t  was abandoned f o r  newer q u a r t e r s .  P lans  p resen t ly  
a r e  underway f o r  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n  by t h e  Salem H i s t o r i c a l  Society.  

l ~ i r g i n i u s  Dabney, V i rg in i a ,  The New Dominion (New York: Doubleday) 1971, p.  250. 
2 ~ b i d . ,  p. 381. 
3 ~ a l e m  and t h e  Roanoke Valley - A C i rcu la r  of Information," Times-Register, 1884. 
4 ~ b i d . ,  P. 12. . . 
5Salem Improvement & Development Committee. Salem, Vi rg in i a .  I ts Advantages and 

At t r ac t ions .  (A C i r c u l a r ) .  (Gi les  County, 1891), p.  18. 
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

The bu i ld ing  is p resen t ly  being l eased  by t h e  Ci ty  of  Salem', which w i l l  a cqu i re  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
i n  1983. Af ter  t h i s  t r a n s f e r  of ownership, correspondence should be addressed t o :  

C i t y  of  Salem 
C/O Ci ty  Manager 
P .  0. Box 869 
Salem, Vi rg in i a  24153 






