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Name of Property County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as manv boxes as apply) (Check anlv one box) (Do not include prcvlouslv listed resources in thc count.) 

private - building(s) Contributing Nonconuibuting 
X public-local - - X district 2 12 buildings 

- public-State - site 1 sites 
- ~ublic-Federal - structure structures 

object objects 

35 12 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter 'NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in  the National Register 

6.  Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter catcgorles from instructions) 

- 
Catrgoy Subcategoy 
COMMERCE specialty store 
COMMERCE professional office 
COMMERCE financial institution 
COMMERCE department store 
COMMERCE restaurant 
GOVERNMENT courthouse 
GOVERNMENT post office 
GOVERNMENT municipal building 

(see continuation sheet) 

Current Functions 
(Entcr categories from instructians) 

Category Subcategory 
COMMERCE specialty store 
COMMERCE professional office 
COMMERCE financial institution 
COMMERCE restaurant 
GOVERNMENT municipal building 
EDUCATION college 
EDUCATION library 
RELIGION church 

(see continuation sheet) 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categorles from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC 
GREEK REVIVAL 
ITALWNATE 
QUEEN ANNE 
COLONIAL REVIVAL 
CLASSICAL REVIVAL 
UTE GOTHIC REVIVAL 
INTERNATIONAL STYLE 
OTHER 

Materials 
(Enter categorles from inrtrucuanr) 

foundation STONE 
walls BRICI< 

STUCCO 
roof SLATE 
other CONCRETE 

METAL 
(see continuation sheets) 

Narrative Description 
(Desn~be the historic and current condition of the propertv on one or more continuation sheec;.) 
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Name of Propem, 
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County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in onc or more boxes for the criteria qualifying (Mark "X" in all the boxes that applv.) 
the propertv for National Register listing.) 

P r o p e q  is: 
X A Property ir associated with events that have made a - 

rlgnificant contribution to  the broad pattcrns of our - A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
histar).. purposes. 

- B Property is associated with the  l ive  of persons - B removed from ~ t s  original locauon. 
significant in our part. - C a birthplace or a grave. 

X C Property embodier the distinctive characteristics of - - D a cemetery. 
a type, period. or method of construction or - E a rcconsuuctcd building, object, or structure. 
represents the work of a master, o r  possesses high - F a commemorative property. 
artistic values, or represents a significant and - G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
distinmishable entity whose components lack within the  past fifty years. 

- . .  . . . 
mformauon important in prchistor). or history. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

A: COMMERCE 
A: POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
C: ARCHITECTURE 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Period of Significance 
1802 - 1946 

Significant Dates 
1802 
1838 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architeduilder 
(see continuation sheets) 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Expiam the stplircance of the propertv on one or mare contlnuatlon sheets ) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Citc the books. articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
- prelimmay determlnatlon of individual listing 

(36 CFR 6 7 )  has been requested 
- prev~ouslv listed in the National Register 
- prev~ousl~ derermtned eligible by the  Nataonal Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

A 

Primam location of additional data: 
X Stat; Hirtoric Preservation Office - 
- Other State agency 

Federal agency 
- L a u l  government 

Unirersitv 
Other 

Name of repository: 
Salem Museum. Salem. VA 



-- -- 
Downtown Salem Historic Disuicr 
Name of Propertv County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximately 25 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional LITM refercnca on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 583270 4127590 3 17 583810 4127750 
2 17 583440 4127780 4 17 583870 4127470 

X See continuation sheet - 
Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuaoon sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries mcrc rclcctcd an a continuation sheet.) 

1 1. Form Prepared Bv 

namdtitle Leslie A. Giles, Architectural Historian 
organization DHR / Roanoke Regional Preservation Office date 10 November 1995 
strGt &number 1030 Penmar Avenue, SE telephone (540) 857-7585 
city or town Roanoke state VA zip code 24013 

Additional Documentation 
Submlt the follow~ng items ~ w t h  thc completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or i j  minute series) indicating the propertv's location. 
.4 Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property 

Additional items 
(Check wlth the SHPO or FPO for anv add~tlonal items) 

Property h e r  
(Complete  his item at the request ot  the SHPO or FPO.) 

name - c m ~  w n  r 
street &number telephone 
citv or town state - zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is  belng collected for applications to the National Register oi Historlc Places to nominate properties 
for listing or determine eligibilitv ior listing, to list properues, and to amend existing lisungr. Response to thir reapest is required to abtaln a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

EntimatedBurden Statement Public reporting burdcn for thir form is esumated to average 18. I hours per response including the time for rniovlng inrtructionr 
gathenngand majntsining dam, and completing and reviewing the form Dirnt cmmcnu regarding this burden cstimate or any vpst of this form to the Chief. 
Administrative Semm Division. Nation'd Park Service. P.O. Box 37127. Washington. DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Mnnagunent and Budget. Paperwork 
Reductions Projm (1024-0018). Washington. DC 20503. 
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6. FUNCTION OR USE (continued) 

Historic Functions (continued) 
Cutegoy 1 Subcategory 

Current Functions (continued) 
Catego y 1 Subcategoy 

RELIGION I church RECREATION AND CULTURE / park 
RECREATION AND CULTURE I theater RECREATION AND CULTURE / monument 
RECREATION AND CULTURE / park DOMESTIC / multiple dwelling 
RECREATION AND CULTURE / monument HEALTH CARE 1 medical business 
DOMESTIC / single dwelling LANDSCAPE / park 
DOMESTIC / multiple dwelling 
HEALTH CARE / medical business 
LANDSCAPE / park 
TRANSPORTATION 1 streetcar depot 

7. DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Materials (continued) 

foundation: CONCRETE BLOCIC 
BRICIC 

walls: METAL 
GLASS 

roof: ASPHALT 
SYNTHETICS 

other: CERAMIC TILE 
STUCCO 

Narrative Description 

Summaly Description nnd I i ~ t e p ' p  Statemenl 

The Downtown Salem Historic District is located in the historic center of the City of Salem, one of 
the oldest communities in the Roanoke Valley of Southwest Virginia. Situated on an elevated strip of 
relatively level land--"Main Street Hillv-- the linear district is defined in part by the path of U.S. Route 460, 
a historic east-west regional transportation corridor. Downtown Salem, which includes the original sixteen- 
acre town plat that stretched along the Great Wagon Road, today is comprised of a concentration of 
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DESCRIPTION (continued) 

buildings that range in date from the early-nineteenth century through the late-twentieth century. The 
approximately twenty-five-acre Downtown Salem Historic District counts among its resources forty-nine 
buildings, two sites, and one object. Of these resources forty, or seventy-eight percent, are classified as 
contributing to the character of the district: only twelve, or twenty-three percent, are classified as 
noncontributing. Functionally, the district is dominated by mixed-use commercial buildings, but also 
includes other historic resource types such as churches, dwellings, a courthouse, a post office, a library, a 
park, and the covered stalls of a farmer's market. Aesthetically, the district presents the city's most compact 
array of the architectural styles employed during nearly every period of its development, including well- 
Fieserved examples of Greek Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne, Classical Revival, Late Gothic Revival, 
Georgian Revival, Colonial Revival and Modern styles. 

The district's historic institutional buildings generally retain well-preserved exteriors. Several have 
earned individual listings on the National Register of Historic Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. 
While many of the commercial buildings in the district have had their first-floor storefronts altered or 
covered over with incompatible treatments, most upper-floor exteriors retain high levels of integrity and rich 
architectural embellishments. Fortunately, many of the commercial interiors also retain their high ceilings 
with pressed-metal finishes. Historic residential neighborhoods and the campus of Roanoke College adjoin 
the linear district, which continues to function as a retail, professional, governmental, and service center for 
the City of Salem and Roanoke County. 

Town plan and development 

First platted in 1802 along the Great Wagon Road, also known as the Great Road or the Wilderness 
Road, the approximately sixteen acres of Salem's original land area included eight full blocks and two half- 
blocks. Oriented along both sides of the pre-existing roadway, which was renamed Roanoke Street (now 
known as Main Street), the blocks were separated by perpendicular cross streets and alleys. The 40 original 
town lots fell into two categories: 24 were "foursquare" parcels, 132 feet to a side, located on major cross 
streets Limestone (later Union), Water (later Broad), and Corning (later Market) streets; and the remaining 
16 were "oblong" or rectangular parcels, each 66 bv 266 feet, situated with their short sides along the main 
street and extending the full depth of their blocks. Cherry and White Oak alleys separated lots between - 
blocks where major cross streets did not intersect. This gridded pattern of blocks, cross streets and alleys 
organized along the main road through town was reused-to define a two-and-one-half-block eastward 
expansion in 18 13, adding Walnut Street (later College Avenue) and Church and Strawberry alleys; and a 
two-part expansion in 1829 that added four blocks and Simpson Street to the east and a half-block (two 
parcels) west of Union Street. Most of this gridded town plan, essentially defined prior to 1830, remains 
intact to the present, although some of the alleys were partially or wholly vacated in the twentieth centuj .  
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DESCRIPTION (continued) 

The linear arrangement of regularly sized blocks, combined with the use of minimal street setbacks for most 
construction, establishes a clear organizational structure that allows buildings of many different periods and 
styles to peacefully coexist along Main Street. 

Antebellum arcl~itemlre 

Downtown Salem's earliest streetscape was dominated by transportation-oriented businesses, such as 
taverns, stables, blacksmith shops, wagon and carriage shops, and general merchandise stores. Residential 
properties, with dwellings and domestic outbuildings, also occupied lots along Main Street. Regional and 
state transportation improvements during the first half of the nineteenth century, especially the Upper 
Roanoke Navigation and the Salem and Lynchburg Turnpike, connected Salem to trade networks that 
attracted additional commercial ventures and building types to the town. Salem became a destination rather 
than merely a place to pass through; the resulting increase of traffic brought storage warehouses, hotels, mills 
and distilleries to the complement of retail stores, taverns and artisan shops already present. Many 
buildings of the antebellum period were built of frame or log construction. Commercial buildings most often 
had minimal or no street setbacks; their facades usually adjoined those of neighboring properties, 
maximizing thelr street presence. Dwellings directly situated on Main Street commonlv stood either one or 
two stories, were only one room deep, featured side gables and end chimneys, and incorporated rear wings or 
ells that extended back into the property. Few dwellings in the downtown had front-vard setbacks from the 
street, or extensive open acreage around the main dwelling. 

Salem's most substantial examples of early architecture, which tended to locate along Main Street, 
were usuallv crafted of carefully laid brickwork. Only one such building from the early antebellum period, 
the former residence of Jacob Stevens--known locally as the "Old Post Housen--remains within the district 
boundaries, at 42 E. Main Street. Local tradition holds that the brick house dates to 1812, but architectural 
evidence suggests the 1820s or  1830s as a more likely period of initial construction. An original or  early 
one-story wooden portico of Greek Revival character shelters the first floor entry, although interior 
alterations have obscured much of the building's original hall-parlor plan. The Stevens House now provides 
office space for adjoining St. Paul's Episcopal Church. 

The founding of Roanoke County in 1838, and the designation of Salem as the county scat, led to 
the construction of governmental buildings in the town, such as an 1841 courthouse and jail set within a 
public green located at  the northeast corner of Main and Walnut streets. Although these court buildings 
were razed in the early twentieth century prior to construction of a new courthouse, much of the park-like 
court square remains a quasi-public open space, now owned by Roanoke College. In 1847, the unsolicited 
move of Virginia Collegiate Institute (renamed Roanoke College in 1853) from Mt. Tabor in Augusta 
County to Salem can he explained in part hy the college's positive outlook ahout the town's llhysical 
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attributes. The college's 1848 catalogue flatteringly portrayed Salem as "A flourishing village, situated on 
the north bank of the Roanoke River, in a most beautiful and fertile valley. The town is healthy and easy of 
access. The best and most travelled road, leading from the southwestern part of the State to Richmond, 
passes directly through it.'' Faculty, staff, students, and their families--mostly new to town--brought with 
them new demands for housing, shopping, and recreation. The physical impact of the college also led the 
town to rename Walnut Street (which intersected Main Street adjacent to  the county courthouse): College 
Avenue, in honor of the academic institution. From that important intersection, located within the 
Downtown Salem Historic District, the college's Main Campus Complex is highly visible. The complex, 
h i c h  includes the 1847-1848 Administration Building and Miller, Trout and Bittle halls, was placed on the 
Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places in 19721 Adjacent to the 
northeast boundary of the district, the college is nonetheless excluded from the Downtown Salem Historic 
District due to its inherently different historic context and architectural character. 

One antebellum-era institutional building that has been included within the district is the Salem 
Presbyterian Church, located at  41  E. Main Street. The Greek Revival temple-form sanctuary, dedicated on 
August 8, 1852, features a projecting distyle Ionic portico in antis, with brick walls laid in five-course 
common bond (Flemish variant). Door and window details are apparently derived from the pattern books of 
Asher Benjamin and Owen Biddle? The building's original tall spire, depicted in an 1850s painting of Salem 
by German-born artist Edward Beyer, was replaced with a mansard tower in 1885-1 886; that remodeling 
also included replacement of the original multipane windows with memorial stained glass panels. A I9  14 
rear addition, perpendicular to  the original sanctuary, provided additional square footage for the building. 
In 1928, a campaign was undertaken to restore the windows to their original appearance and to replace the 
mansard with an octagonal domed cupola more in keeping with the church's classical character? The church 
was placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places in 1974; within 
its small churchyard enclosed by an ornamental wrought iron fence, Salem Presbyterian Church remains a 
highly visible landmark in Downtown Salem. 

Late-itineteentll- and early-twentieth-centuy commercial and residential a rch i ta re  

Most buildings within the district date from Salem's late-nineteenth-/early-twentieth-century period 
of development, when a booming real estate market brought large numbers of new industries and people to 
Salem. In general, commercial buildings from this period were one or two stories high, of frame or brick 
construction with parapeted shed roofs, and included one or two storefronts on first floors, with offices, 
storage space, or residential apartments above. Some facades with second floors had projecting balconies, 
and the largest buildings often featured extensive multi-level porches. The earliest examples of retail 
buildings from this period usually had very traditional exteriors, devoid of elaborate ornament or decoration 
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One such building to have survived in the district is the IGzer-Webber Building, located a t  35-39 E. Main, 
which has a two-story facade enlivened only by the rhythmic spacing of five second-story windows. 

By the mid- 1880s, most commercial buildings featured details typical of the Italianate style of 
architecture, such as upper floors and roof parapets ornamented by decorative brick corbeling, deeply 
molded pressed metal cornices, sawn wood or  cast metal brackets, cast iron facades, arcaded openings, and 
hood moldings over doors and windows. The oldest of these Italianate commercial buildings to survive in 
the district is the two-story structure at 208-210 E. Main, which predates 1886. It may have even been 
k i l t  prior to 1883, when it was apparently depicted on O.W. Gray & Co.'s map of Salem under the name 
"J.W. Younger." Other well-preserved examples of the type range in ornamentation from the simple metal 
cornices of the Quality Bakery Building at  109 E. Main to the arcaded facade and corbeled brickwork of 2 12 
E. Main and finally to the impressive, palazzo-like Moorman Block at 207-21 1 E. Main, with three first- 
tloor storefronts, nine second-floor windows with bracketed window hoods, and pressed-metal cornices above 
the shopfronts and at  the roof parapet. The Posie L. Starkey Building at 306 E. Main, with an unusually 
well-articulated polychrome brick facade in the Italianate style, anchors the eastern end of the district. 

One residence from this period, located adjacent to the commercial downtown, is also encompassed 
by the district, due to its contiguitv and currently related commercial function. Like many other large 
Queen Anne style dwellings built in Salem at  the turn of the twentieth century, the two-and-a-half-sto? 
Duval-Oakey House, located at 206 E. Calhoun Street, incorporates asymmetrical composition, a complex 
hip-and-gable roof, polvgonal tower, elaborate turned and sawn woodwork, and a wraparound porch into its 
design. 

The early decades of the twentieth century introduced to Salem's downtown several bulldings of 
various Academic Revival styles. The Academic Revivals included a wide variety of authenticallv detailed 
architectural forms, selected from various European and American precedents and applied to modern 
buildings by architects trained in the Benru-Arts tradition. The Classical Revival-style Old Roanoke County 
Courthouse, built in 19 10 to replace the 184 1 courthouse, incorporates a monumental tetrastyle temple 
front with Ionic columns. Designed by Roanoke architect Henry Hartwell Huggins and built bv Icing 
Lumber Company of Charlottesv~lle, the building, at 301 E. Main Street, is a torw 1 1 e ~ l r e  of classical 
 element^.^ Classical llevival facades, with unbracketed cornices, highlighted keystones or voussoirs rather 
than hoods above windows, and simplified brickwork, were also employed on a number of period commerc~al 
buildings, such as the 1912 Roanoke Railway & Electric Company Building at  117-1 19 E. Main Street, 
designed by itoanoke architect Homer M. Miller. 

In 191 1-1 9 12, the town erected Salem High School, since 1983 the City Hall, at  1 14 N. llroad 
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Street. The former high school, designed by Roanoke architect George R. Ragan and constructed by Landon 
Sears and J. Sinclair Brown, is a more restrained example of Classical Revival design than the 1910 county 
courthouse, but it too features a central entry sheltered beneath a pedimented, monumental Ionic portico. 
Two-story piers articulate the brick wall surfaces, which are further detailed by rectangular brick panels and 
cast stone tiles. Remodeled in 1920 and added to in 192 1, the school was gutted by fire in 193 1, but was 
rebuilt within its surviving walls and returned to use by 1933. The school was adapted for reuse as City Hall 
in 1982 by the contracting firm of Q.M. Tomlinson, under the direction of architects IGnsey, Shane & 
Associates. -. 

The Gothic Revival style, in the early twentieth century usually deemed the architectural type most 
appropriate for ecclesiastical structures, is represented in the district by the sanctuary of St. Paul's Episcopal 
Church, erected in 191 1 at  56  E. Main Street. Designed by Henry Hartwell Huggins, the building is of brick 
construction with a steeply gabled slate roof, Gothic pointed-arched windows, and stone-capped buttresses, 
coping and trimwork. A three-stage corner tower, capped by a modern metal spire, marks the entrance to . - 
the church. A simplified version ;f the style was usedfor the parish house, which was added to the south 
end of the sanctuary in 1926-1927 according to the design of Homer M. Miller. 

The Georgian Revival style first appears in the district at  the former United States Post Office, 
located at 103 E. Main Street. The one-story, five-bay brick building, designed in 19 17, was erected by 
1923 under the direction of James A. Wetmore, Acting Supervising Architect for the Treasury Department. 
Louis A. Simon probably served as the building's designer! The former post office features a symmetrical 
facade, Doric-pilastered door surround, and arched window openings with multi-pane sash. The building 
was placed on the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places in 1992. 

Much of the building stock remaining in the proposed district dates to the 1920s, a period of great 
prosperity and growth for Salem. Only a few buildings from this period adhere to high-style canons for their 
exterior designs. Located at  22 1-223 E. Main Street, the two-story, temple-form Farmers National Bank, 
now First Virginia Bank, was completed in 1923; it exhibits features of the Classical I<evival style, such as 
monumental pilasters regularly spaced across two elevations. Its integrity is somewhat marred by the 
replacement of its original wood sash--some of which had decorative muntin patterns--with modern, smoke- 
tinted efficiency windows. Across the intersection of College and Main, the three-story, brick Salem Theatre 
(300-304 E. Main Street) was completed in 1930 to accommodate as many as 800 patrons. The theater, 
designed with separate white and colored exits and seating areas, is embellished on the exterior with 
decorative elements derived from the Georgian Revival style, including a Palladian window, diapered brick 
patterns, multipane wood sash, and cast stone detailing. Designed by Roanoke architect Louis Philippe 
Smithev, the Salem Theatre featured fireproof construction techniques and materials and was intended. 
according to its owners, to "harmonize with the general character of the town and partially restore to the 
business section the atmosphere which prevailed prior to the Victorian Era.""n addition to thc movic 
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theater, the building also included spaces for two first-floor retail businesses and, on the second floor, a 
patron's lounge and business office. The only major exterior alteration to have occurred is the removal of 
the original marquee. 

Most other commercial buildings of this period are two-story, multi-use structures (retail, service, and 
residential functions) of brick or concrete block; typical character-defining features include brick- or stucco- 
veneered facades, ornamental ceramic tilework, flat or shed roofs with parapet walls, ground-level storefronts 
with large display windows and prism- or leaded-glass transoms, and smaller upper-floor sash windows. Few 
exhibit high-s&le detailing, but many utilize design elements and materials associated with the Colonial 
Revival style. Most of their first floor interiors retain pressed-metal ceilings, although some remain hidden 
above modern dropped panels. Many examples of this type are located in a concentrated group along Main 
Street that begins just west of White Oak Alley and extends past the intersection of Broad Street. Well- 
preserved examples include the 1922 remodeling of the Wheeler-Hurt Building at 1-5 W .  Main, the 1925 
Minnie B. Snyder Building a t  2-4 E. Main, and the 1927 James J. True Building at 17-21 W. Main. Less 
tvpical examples of commercial buildings from the 1920s period include the 1925 Logan-Pugh Building at 
21-23 E. Main, with its arcaded loggia-like porch on the facade's upper level; and the single-story, three- 
fronted 1927 Commercial Block at  15, 17, and 19 E. Main. One of the district's largest historic-period 
commercial buildings is the former salesroom and service center of the New Central Motor Company (later 
the Whitescarver a i d  Goodwin Chevrolet dealerships) at 8-10 W. Main Street. The three-story, five-bay, 
stepped-gable-front building of irregularly coursed American-bond brick retains comer and inter-bay 
quoining, original six-over-six wood sash windows, a gabled clerestory, and some original ground-floor 
interior partitions. 

Post- World W a r  II architecture 

While most of the buildings within the district antedate World War 11, a few were built in later 
decades of the twentieth century. One of the first buildings in the district to be erected after the war's end 
was the house-like, three-story Russo Professional Building, a t  2 1 S. College Avenue, near the heavily 
developed Main Street corridor. Erected in 1946 and first occupied by doctors and other professionals 
within the following year, the Russo Building features a brick exterior, multi-pane windows, a columned 
porch, and other elements characteristic of the domestic Georgan Revival style of architecture. Unlike the 
Russo Building, most other post-war buildings in the district are distributed along Main Street. Clad in brick 
or such modern materials as aluminum, sheet glass, or enameled metal panels, they are usually subordinate 
in scale and massing to  the older structures around them. One very expressive version of International style 
design in the district--the 1950s Signet Bank at 100 E. Main Street--juxtaposes planar brick walls with glass 
and metal curtain-walls to establish a strong yet appropriately scaled presence on one of the downtown's 
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most visible corners. One of the district's largest buildings, the 1970 Salem Bank and Trust Building offices 
at  220 E. Main Street, incorporates a first floor of brick, with five recessed bays (each approximately twenty 
feet wide) that echo the widths of older buildings situated along the adjacent streetscape. Three additional 
stories of smoked glass curtain wall strike a modern chord above the more contextual ground floor. In 1970, 
the city of Salem built its own modem institution, the Salem Public Library--located in Younger Park at 28  
E. Main Street--to replace an inadequate 1930s predecessor. In contrast to  these bold modem solutions, the 
198 1 Goodwin Insurance Company, located at  25 E. Main Street, adopts a historicist approach to 
commercial design. Of carefully crafted brickwork with a slate roof, dormer windows, gable end chimney, 
Xnd simple wood portico at  the front entry, the Colonial Revival style building reintroduces residential scale 
construction to the streetscape. A small area of front yard and wrought iron fencing reinforce the domestic 
character of the property. 

Landscape and streetscapefeatures 

Landscape features in the district that contribute to its historic character include the park-like court 
yard and a stone monument at  the old courthouse. The monument, which honors local militam men, 
features the 1910 Civil War memorial, a Barre granite shaft topped by the figure of a Confederate soldier, 
inscribed "In Memon. of the Confederate Soldiers of Roanoke County 1861-1865--Love Makes  memory 
Eternal," and locatedin the west yard? Younger Park, established in the 1930s on the south side of Main 
Street between LMarket and Broad streets, provides a substantial expanse of open space in downtown. 
Formerly a residential property that  served as the home site of long-time town mayor William T. Younger, 
the park accommodates multiple uses at  present, including--in addition to  its lawn, park benches and mature 
trees--a parking area, modern library building, and a brick serpentine-walled garden area. 

In recent vears. trees have been planted and a "white way" of pedestrian-scaled electric lamps have 
been installed along Main Street, a Farmer's Market with covered stalls has been constructed at the 
northeast corner of Main and Broad streets, sidewalks have been paved with bricks, and other streetscape 
improvements have been undertaken to encourage a pedestrian-friendly downtown atmosphere. 
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DESCRIPTION (cont inued)  

'Che following inventory of resources in the district is organized alphabetically hy strcet ant1 
numerically by address. 'I'he entry for each property includes its historic name (if ltnown), date of 
construction (exact o r  approximate), architectural style (if applicable), and indicates the contributing or 
noncontribttting status of all associated resources. Entries for contributing resources also identify ch:iractcr- 
defining features of, and limitetl historical information on,  tliose properties. Sourccs for information ;Ire 
indicated a t  the entl of each entry. 

I<cy to  bo ld  codes in the inventory: 

N - - noncont r ib~~t ing  
n = h~~i l t l ing  
0 - - object 

Si - - site 

Key t o  othcr abbreviations and codes used in the inventory: 
VLR = Virginia Lancl~narks Register 
NRI JI' - - National Register of Historic Places 
MK = M~r~rrrfirct~rrer's Rcronl 
DIHL - - 1)ivision of Historic Landmarks 

VI-1L.C = Virginia Ilistoric Lantlmarlts Ctrnimission 
I)I-I11 = l lepartment of IIistoric I leso~~rces  

N. B~vn/l Stuct 

1 14 Sa lem F l i ~ l ~  School (former). 191 1 - 1  91 2. G e o r ~ c  R. Ragan (llo;~nok - .. 

Additinns 1920. I 9 2 3  t t e  I f i r  a r c l ~ i l t  9 

?. I wn-story, sevcn-luy (:lassic;~l llcvival-style school 
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DESCRIPTION (continued) 

finishes tlating from 193 1 reconstruction. Property includes one-story st~tccoed iortner vc~c;ltion;rl 
building. Both h~~ildings atlaptively reused for city atlministrative offices ant1 meeting rooms it1 1983. 
Sources: Middleton, Srrle111, pp. 268, 303, 304, 309; MR (26 Oct. 191 1 )  p.72; Wells. 

E. ~ai~roror Stmet 

206 Duval-Oaltey Hollse. Retween 1891-1898. Q ~ ~ e e n  Anne. CR 

'Cwo-end-one-l~alf-story, brick dwelling of asymnletrical form; exterior features ;I stollc fo~~ntl ;~t ion,  
projecting one- atitl two-story polygonal bays, a polygonal tower, hip-and-gable cornplex roof, 
decoratively cal>petl brick chimneys, extensive tr~rnetl and sawn woodwork, wrap;~rountl porcl~, turnetl 
posts, ;inti polycllrome paint scheme. Built for W.D.F. Duval, proprietor of the 1870s I > I I V ; I ~  I-louse 
(a hotel). Later owned by John M. Oakey and Henry Oaltey, prominent local husinessmcn. Sources: 
A Gziirlc to Flistnrir Snlellz, p. 5; Middleton, Salcr~t, pp. 1 15-1 16; Sanhorn(s) 1886. 1891, 1898. 

Clny Street 

26  Holtse. (:irca 19'20-1930. Craftsman. C . 

'I'wo-story, two-Imp brick "foursquare" tlwelling with a pouretl concrete foclntlstior~, pyr.;crnitl:~l 11il>l>etl 
roof, hipped tlormers, decoratively shaped exposed rafter ends, six-over-six wintlows, extcriol- cntl 
I>rick chimney, fifteen-light French door front entry, two-hay front porch with tapcrctl squarc 
C O ~ I I ~ ) I ~ S  on Oriclt piers, ant1 a two-story/two-level rear porch. Small rcsit1erlti:ll front ;rl)tl  rcxr yi~rtls, 
with modcrn picltet fence enclosl~re erol~nd p r o p c r t y ~ l l t  'lie setting o i  the l ) ~ ~ i l t l i n ~ .  . 
,. I wo-story, tl~rce-l,ay hricic dwelling with one-over-one wintlows, louvcretl l)lincls, Irillpetl roar, presscil 
tnetal shingles, pctlimcntetl tlot-mcrs, l,oxed cornice, ccntr;tl entry with tr;rnson) ;lnrl sitlclij;lits, 
interior I~rick clrit~ir)cys, and a fnur-hay front porch with 'I'uscan columns ant1 tr~rnctl cl:rssic;~l 
balusters. I'roperty includes small resitlenti:~l front. ;intl rcnr yartl. 






























































