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8. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Woodrow Wilson Birthplace is a
fine, two-gtory Greek Revival mansion which was built in 1846 as
the manse of the First Presbyterian Church in Staunton. The

house, brick painted white, sits on a hill that permits a ground-
level first floor with two stories above. There are four rooms

at each level. The house is in excellent condition and is well
maintained. A lovely garden and well kept grounds are to the

rear of the house facing Mary Baldwin College; this, however,

was originally the front. The garden was landscaped to conform

to the old pattern and was restored by the Garden Club of Virginia,

The Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation acguired the home
in 1933 at the successful conclusion of a campalgn dating back
to 1922. The Foundation has furnished the house in the period
of its occupancy by the Wilsons; some of the furniture belonged
to the family. A room to the rear is furnished with desks and
memorabilia from Wilson's later years.

b. BOUNDARIES: The Woodrow Wilson birthplace is located on the
southeast corner of North Coalter and Frederick Streets, Staunton,
Virginia. Specific address is 24 North Coalter Street. Main
entrance is from North Coalter Street. The lot is approximately
173 feet wide (along Coalter Street) and has a depth of about

295 feet {along Frederick Street).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States,
was born in this Greek Revival manse in 1856. Before becowming
President he served as a professor of history and government and
as president of Princeton University.
reforms enacted at the request of Wilson's administration and his
leadership of the country through the First World War cause wmany
to regard Wilson as the President who led America politically into
the 20th century. For his work in establishing the League of Nations,
he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1919. Among the Wilson
possessioneg on display here are the family Bible and the bookcase
vhich Wilson bought with his first earnings.

The political and economic
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