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DESCRleE  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (Ifbrown) P H Y S I C A L  I P P E A R I N C E  

The Main Building a t  Virg in ia  School f o r  the  Deaf and Blind i s  an imposing 
th ree - s to ry  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  on a high s tone  basement, with a one hundred 
eighty-two f o o t  facade. A l l  of the  brickwork is of h ighes t  q u a l i t y  Flemish 
bond. The c e n t e r  of the  bu i ld ing  is  marked by the  l a r g e  hexas ty le  Greek 
Doric pedimented por t i co .  The f r i e z e  of the  Doric en tab la tu re  surrounding 
the  bui ld ing  con ta ins  the narrow t h i r d  s t o r y  windows. A "piazza t en  f e e t  
wide f o r  the  e x e r c i s e  of the' pupi l s"  f r o n t s  each of the wings which f lanks  
the  por t i co .  The p iazzas  began a s  one l e v e l  s t r u c t u r e s  but  were r a i sed  t o  
two l e v e l s  by the  18501s, causing the  f i r s t  f l o o r  windows t o  be s h e l t e r e d .  
The enclosed por t ions  of the  piazzas adjacent  t o  the  p o r t i c o  a r e  twentieth-
century  add i t ions .  On the  r e a r  of the  bui ld ing  a r e  two a s y m e t r i c a l l y  
placed wings both o f  which have been enlarged. Around 1885 the westernmost 
of the  r e a r  wings was connected t o  the  newly b u i l t  Greek Revival chapel .  

As o r i g i n a l l y  desfgned the  Main Building was t o  be equal ly  divided i n t o  the  
deaf school and the  b l ind  school which were t o  share  common s e r v i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  was t o  be l a i d  out  i n t o  o f f i c e s ,  r e c i t a t i o n  
rooms, p a r l o r  and l i b r a r y ,  while  the  second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  were t o  c o n t a i  
dormi tor ies .  The i n t e r i o r  has no t  been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d ;  the  most 
conspicuous a d d i t i o n  being the  l a t e -n ine teen th  century c e n t r a l  s t a i r c a s e .  
The su rv iv ing  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  very  p l a i n  al though o r i g i n a l  mantel 
she lves  supported by small  Doric columns survive .  

CONDITION 

' I N T E G R I T Y  

Even though the  school has been g r e a t l y  expanded s ince  i t  f i r s t  opened, the  
l a t e r  bu i ld ings  do no t  d e t r a c t  from the  main bui ld ing .  A d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
t h e  s i te  which appeared i n  the  Richmond Republican. . . *  i n  October 1846 and quot I 
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res idence ,  being f a r  enough t o  avoid the  no i se  and b u s t l e  
of the  s t r e e t s ,  and near  enough t o  permit the  v i s i t s  of 
the  occupants without  inconvenience. It  i s  on the  Southern 

,,n,. .,;, .:: ext remi ty  of a h i l l  s loping  f r o m ' t h h . h i l d i n g  i n  a l l  
d i r e c t i o n s ,  except o f  the  nor th  s i d e ,  where i t  is  l e v e l  
and covered wi th  l a r g e  t r e e s ,  which i n  the  win te r  ward o f f  
keen b l a s t s ,  and i n  summer a f fo rd  d e l i g h t f u l  shady walks. 
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I T A T E W E N T  OF S I G N I F I C & N C E  (Include Psrmmags.. Dalsa. Evenla, et~.) 
A b i l l  f o r  t h e  es tab l i shment  of a S t a t e  schoql  f o r  t h e  deaf was jntroduced 
a s  e a r l y  a s  1826, but  was postponed as t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a s u f f i c i e n t  number 
of p o t e n t i a l  s tuden t s  a t  t h a t  time t o  j u s t i f y  such a n  establ ishment .  
By t h e  1830's a movement f o r  t h e  foundwg o f ; a  soh001 f o r  the  b l ind  a r o s e  
and even tua l ly  merged wi th  t h e  advocates of  the  deaf  school.  On March 30, 
1838, a n  a c t  o f  the Vi rg in i a  General Assembly provided f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -
ment of a school  f o r  the  deaf and b l i n d ,  and provided a n  appropr i a t ion  t o  
pay f o r  t h e  s i t e ,  bu i ld ings  and admin i s t r a t ion  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  On 
March 2 7 ,  1839, a j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  was passed by the  Assembly, s e l e c t i n g  
Staunton,  a town I f .  . . c e n t r a l  and a c c e s s i b l e  t o  a l l  p a r t s  of the  S t a t e  
, . . and i n  the  midst  of cheap and abundant country," a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of t h e  school .  
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Robert Cary Long, Jr . ,  t h e  d i s t ingu i shed  Baltimore a r c h i t e c t  was employed 
t o  " v i s i t  the  s i t e  s e l e c t e d  and f u r n i s h  a c o m p l e t e  and minute p lan  of 
t h e  bu i ld ings  t o  be erec ted ."  M r .  William-Donoho -of  Albemarle .County~ 
was s e l e c t e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  the  bui ld ings .  Although t h e  school  had been 
accep t ing  p u p i l s  s i n c e  November 1839,... tha main.buildFng was not e n t i r e l y  
completed u n t i l  1846, and the  chapel  was n o t  added t o  t h e  r e a r  of  the  
b u i l d i n g  u n t i l  1885. ,: . , ~ .  ,., ., ,.., ... ..-.. ...... _,. . 
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Long's imposing s t r u c t u r e  s t w d s - t o d a y  n o t  only a s  one of t h e  major Greek 
Revival pub l i c  bu i ld ings  i n  the  United S t a t e s ,  bu t  a l s o  a s  a f o c a l  p o i n t  
f o r  one of  the  count ry ' s  o l d e s t  and most d i s t ingu i shed  deaf and b l ind  
schools .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  s c a l e  and q u a l i t y  have given d i g n i t y  t o  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and have served t o  symbolize t h e  Cornonweal t h ' s  t r a d i t i o n  
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Bass, R. Aumon, History of the Education of the Deaf i n  Virginia, 1839-

Leader, Sept. 10, 1968. 
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