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11. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  Ex te r io r :  
A. The two-story bu i ld ing  wi th  a t t i c  has a  f ive-bay  facade,  and 

I 
i s  seven bays deep. 

B. Foundations: Brick. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  Brick wa l l s  a r e  pa in ted  a  cream-yellow 

c o l o r .  The facade is l a i d  i n  Flemish bond; t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  w a l l s ,  above and 
below t h e  co rbe led  water  t a b l e ,  a r e  l a i d  i n  American bond. Brick c l a s s i c a l  
p i l a s t e r s  a r e  employed on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

D. Porches: The impressive two-story Doric p o r t i c o  is  t h r e e  bays 
wide, has a  s imple heavy f r i e z e ,  and i s  supported by fou r  paneled p i e r s .  
The p o r t i c o  i s  s e t  on a  p la t form,  which is  approached by a  s e r i e s  of modem 
b r i c k  s t e p s  frarned by b r i c k  podi i .  The c e n t r a l  t h r e e  bays on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
p r o j e c t  and a r e  framed by b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s .  A p a i r  of  p i l a s t e r s  frame t h e  
c e n t r a l  bay which is recessed  and con ta ins  t h e  e a s t  en t rance .  A one-story 
shed porch wi th  c l a s s i c a l  p i e r s  and turned b a l u s t e r s  s h e l t e r s  t h e  fou r  r e a r  
bays of  t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  

E. Chimneys: Four i n t e r i o r  chimneys w i t h  b r i c k  s t a c k s  and 
corbe led  caps a r e  i n  t h e  s i d e  wal l s .  

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors: The s o u t h  en t r ance  doorway has  a  

r ec t angu la r  transom w i t h  a  s e r i e s  of small  panes f lanked by a  p a i r  of consoles  
w i t h  a  narrow s i . de l igh t  between t h e  consoles .  S i d e l i g h t s  frame t h e  fou r -  
panel door; and t h e  whole doorway has a r c h i t r a v e  t r im.  A s i m i l a r  transom 
w i t h  one p a i r  of consoles  i s  over  t h e  double s ingle-panel  doors  of  t h e  e a s t  
doorway. 

2. Windows: The windows on t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  
have s ix -ove r - s ix  double-hung sash.  The t h i r d  f l o o r  eyebrow windows a r e  
r ec t angu la r  on an h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s  and have lozenge panes. The c e n t e r  windows 
of t h e  c e n t e r  bay on t h e  s i d e s  have s i d e l i g h t s .  A l l  a r e  surrounded by 
a r c h i t r a v e  t r im.  

G.  Roof: The shal low hipped roof i s  covered w i t h  s h e e t  meta l .  A 
wooden b e l v i d e r e  w i t h  windows r i s e s  from t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  roo f .  

FOESCRIPTION --- 
(Check One) 

E x c e l l e n t  Good Fmr Del-rtoraled 0 Ruins Unorpos.d 
CONDITION -- 

(Check One) (Check One) 

111. Descr ip t ion  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A. Floor  Plan: A c e n t r a l  h a l l  i s  f lanked by t h r e e  rooms on both 

e a s t  and wes t .  A narrow c r o s s  h a l l  l eads  from t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  t o  t h e  e a s t  
door. Dormitory rooms occupy t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r .  The o r i g i n a l  
k i t c h e n  and d in ing  room were i n  t h e  basement. 

B. Stairway: A s ing le - run  s t a i r  w i th  r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s  ascends 
i n  t h e  main h a l l .  This  s t a i r  is  not  o r i g i n a l .  The o r i g i n a l  s ing le - run  s t a i r  
ascends i n  t h e  t r a n s v e r s e  h a l l ,  has r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  and a  rounded r a i l  
ending i n  a  v e r t i c a l  v o l u t e  supported by a  turned newel. Ornamental b racke t s  
a r e  employed, and cont inue  i n  a  wave mot i f  around t h e  w e l l ;  t h e  spandre l  i s  
paneled. 

C.  Wall and c e i l i n g  f i n i s h :  The wa l l s  and c e i l i n g s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  
and e i t h e r  pa in ted  o r  papered. 

... .~ ~ .- ~. . . . ~~~ 

: I .:: D E S C R ~ S E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  AND O R I G I N A L  ( r r  knewn) cha rac te r :  0 unaltered O H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  The Main Building n M O V ~ ~  a t  [29 S t u a r t  ortgtnat H a l l  sste is 

a  d i s t ingu i shed  example of  Greek Revival academic a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Condit ion of t h e  f ab r i c :  Good. 

i 
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D. Doorways and doors: The doorways vary  from room t o  room. The 

doorways i n  t h e  h a l l  and i n  t h e  southeas t  p a r l o r  e x h i b i t  broad a r c h i t r a v e  
trim wi th  c r o s s e t s .  I n  t h e  southwest p a r l o r  t h e  doors a r e  framed by p l a i n  
p i l a s t e r s  topped wi th  an anthemion and have a  l i n t e l  i n  t h e  form of  a  ramped 
blocking course .  The n o r t h e a s t  p a r l o r  doorways employ symmetrically molded 
t r i m  wi th  corner  blocks f e a t u r i n g  a  s t y l i z e d  blossom. The nor th  west p a r l o r  
&ploys s ~ m e t r i c a l l y  molded tirm wi th  corner  blocks f e a t u r i n g  bu l l seyes .  A 
wide double doorway surrounded by the  same t r i m ,  w i th  a  d e n t i l  co rn ice  on a  
p l a i n  entablat lure supported by two f l u t e d  Doric columns, and two Doric ensaged 
p i e r s  l eads  t o  t h e  smal l  room immediately south  o f  t h i s  p a r l o r .  Four panel  
Greek Revival  doors a r e  employed i n  a l l  the rooms. 

E. Trim: A simple molded co rn ice  i s  used i n  some of  t h e  rooms. 
F. Heating: The bu i ld ing  i s  heated by modern c e n t r a l  hea t ing ,  b u t  i t  

r e t a i n s  i t s  f i r e p l a c e s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The mantel i n  t h e  sou th  p a r l o r  is 
reminiscent  of t h e  o t h e r  t r i m ;  s imple p i l a s t e r s  a r e  capped by anthemions and 
suppor t  a  p l a i n  f i r e z e  and simple s h e l f .  The hea r th  opening of  t h e  mantel i n  
the  southeas t  room is  framed by symmetrically molded trim with  corner  blocks 
which i s  i n  t u r n  surrounded by a  wide a r c h i t r a v e  t r im  wi th  c r o s s e t s  ve ry  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  on t h e  doorways. This  trim t a p e r s  s l i g h t l y  h i n t i n g  a t  Egyptian s t y l e  
in f luence .  The s h e l f  i s  supported by a  s e r i e s  of  g race fu l  moldings. The 
f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  two n o r t h  p a r l o r s  a r e  framed by p i l a s t e r s ,  have a  course  of  
molding b i s e c t i n g  t h e  f r i e z i n g  and wide she lves .  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

I IV. S i t e :  
A. General s e t t i n g :  Old Main i s  s e t  on a  h i l l  and has  a  f i n e  view 

of  downtown Staunton from r e s i d e n t i a l  West Freder ick  S t r e e t .  The bu i ld ing  
f a c e s  s o u t h ,  and is surrounded by a  c m o d i o u s  l a m  do t t ed  w i t h  numerous 
evergreen and shade t r e e s .  Seven add i t ions  have been made t o  t h e  r e a r  of  
Old :,lain; i n  s t y l e ,  m a t e r i a l  and c o l o r  they harmonize wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b u i l d i n g .  

Staunton ( c i t y )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRYNUMBER D A T E  

I 

G.P.H. 
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(Nmbsr  -11 oncrisa) 

G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  I 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  51GNIP lCaNCE 

The "Old Main" Building of S t u a r t  Ha l l  School is a  d i s t ingu i shed  
example of Greek Revival  academic a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and se rves  a s  t h e  f o c a l  
po in t  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I ts  d i g n i f i e d  facade  wi th  i t s  t a l l  
whi te  p i e r s  have long been an impressive landmark on West F rede r i ck  S t r e e t ,  
a  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  of  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  

S t u a r t  H a l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  Vi rg in i a  Female I n s t i t u t e ,  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  
prepara tory  school  f o r  g i r l s  i n  Virg in ia .  The I n s t i t u t e  was incorpora ted  
on January 13,  1843, a  year  before  i t s  nearby r i v a l ,  Augusta Female Seninar  -- 
b u i l t  by Edwin Taylor ,  was completed i n  1846 a t  t h e  c o s t  of more than  
$15,000, inc luding  t h e  fu rn i sh ings .  The school  a t t r a c t e d  numerous pup i l s  

1 
now i.lary Baldwin College,  was o f f i c i a l l y  cha r t e red .  "Old Main," designed a ~ d  

from i t s  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  i n  1844. The curr iculum 
cen te red  around Engl i sh ,  f o r e i g n  languages, music, and r e l i g i o n .  By 1850 
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  had begun t o  incu r  s u b s t a n t i a l  deb t s ,  and i t  sought r e l i e f  
from i t s  pecuniary t roub les  from t h e  Episcopal  Diocese of  V i rg in i a .  By 
1856 t h e  Diocese had pa id  t h e  debt  and r ece ived  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  school .  I n  
t h i s  year  t h e  school  had w e l l  over  a  hundred p u p i l s ,  i nc lud ing  Agnes and 
Anne Custis Lee, daughters  of  Robert E. Lee. The school  continued t o  grow 
i n  bo th  enrol lment  and phys ica l  p l an t  u n t i l  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  
b r i n g  t h e  war,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  was forced  t o  d i scon t inue  c l a s s e s ,  and t h e  
bu i ld ings  were taken over  by t h e  nearby V i r g i n i a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  Deaf and 
k n b  and Blind.  I 

V i r g i n i a  Female I n s t i t u t e  reopened i n  October ,  1865. Af t e r  t h e  war, 
t h e  schoo l ' s  p r e s t i g e  was e l eva ted  by a  v e r y  d i s t ingu i shed  board of  v i s i t o r s ,  
inc luding  Robert E.  Lee as  p r e s i d e n t ,  e ~ - ~ o v e r n o r  John Letcher  o f  Lexington 
ar,d John 6 .  Minor of t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of V i r g i n i a .  I n  1880 Mrs. F lo ra  S t u a r t ,  
widow of General J . E . B .  S t u a r t  and considered by t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  be a  capable 
woman i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  xias appointed headmis t ress .  Under Mrs. S t u a r t  t h e  
school  prospered,  and t h e  curr iculum expanded, o f f e r i n g  Spanish, I t a l i a n ,  
and German, as  w e l l  as  French, L a t i n ,  Engl i sh ,  and Anglo-Saxon, e locu t ion ,  
bookkeeping, sewing, t yp ing ,  shorthand,  s c i e n c e s ,  mathematics,  and phys ica l  
educat ion.  Nine yea r s  a f t e r  M r s .  S t u a r t  r e t i r e d  i n  1898, t h e  school  was 
renamed S t u a r t  H a l l  i n  h e r  honor. Reta in ing  i t s  Episcopal  Diocesian 
supe rv i s ion ,  S t u a r t  Hal l  cont inues today a s  a  g i r l ' s  p repa ra to ry  school  of 
d i s t i n c t i o n .  
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