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[TI Dotarioratod ( ~ ~ 1  Ruins  1.1 Unarpo.ed 
CONDITION 

I C l r r c k  Onc.1 -1 -- (Chock OnoJ 

I I A I I C . . ~  x I u n 0 ~ t c r c d  n M O V . ~  [X O , ; ~ ; ~ O I  si ts  1.- - . . . - . .. - -  1 
O E 5 c R i B K  T t < C  P H L S K N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I /  ~"OTVIZ) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Located a g a i n s t  the  base of S taunton ' s  Sears  l l i l l ,  the Wharf Arca 
i s  a  compilct warci~ousc and c o ~ n ~ l ~ e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  gene ra l ly  cncompasses 
i.lidrllebrooli Avcnuc betwecn South Lewis S t r c c t  and South Ncw S t r c c t ,  and a  
block of South Augusta S t r e e t  between Middlebrook Avcnuc and Johnson S t r e c t .  
The block of Middlcbrook Avenue between South Lewis S t r e e t  and South Augusta 
S t r e e t  forms a  kind of smal l  t r apezo ida l  p iazza  surrounded by a  v a r i e t y  of 
comvnercial a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Lining the  no r th  s i d e  of the  block is  a  row of  
sma l l ,  a t t ached  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  warehouses t h a t  vary  between two 
and ti irec s t o r i e s  i n  he ight .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t reatment  of the  warehouses 
d ive rges  widely:  some have very  s imple b r i c k  f r o n t s  broken only by p l a i n  
window openings and doors ,  w h i l ~  o t h e r s  a r e  ornamented wi th  r i c h  brickwork 
d e t a i l s  such a s  corbeled co rn ices  and e l abora t ed  window surrounds.  The r i c h  
brickwork ornamentat ion on t h e  small  warehouse a t  5 Middlebrook Avenue is  a  
s u p e r i o r  example of  i t s  type. This b lock  of  warehouses f a c e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
space onto the  Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad passenger  s t a t i o n  and f r e i g h t  
depot .  The somewhat robus t  passenger  s t a t i o n ,  which e x h i b i t s  a  blending 02 
c l a s s i c a l  and bungaloid d e t a i l s ,  c l o s e s  t h e  v i s t a  a t  t h e  south  end of South 
Augusta S t r e e t .  A  p r i n c i p a l  f o c a l  po in t  f o r  the  a r e a  i s  the  former Ameri- 
can Hotel  b u i l d i n g  loca ted  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  corner  of Middlebrook Avenue and 
South Augusta S t r e e t .  Though now used a s  a warehouse, t h i s  s imple but  
imposing Greek Revival s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  r a r e  example of the  e a r l i e s t  h o t e l s  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

East of  South Augusta S t r e e t  on Middlebrook Avenue is a  sma l l ,  l a t e -  
n ine teen th  s t r u c t u r e ,  formerly a  garment f a c t o r y ,  and the  v a s t  White S t a r  
M i l l s  b u i l d i n g  which forms t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  Wharf Area. S i lhoue t t ed  
a g a i n s t  Sears  H i l l ,  t h e  t rapezoidal-shaped fou r - s to ry  m i l l  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  
IIU j o r  downtown Staunton landmark. 

The block of  South Augusta S t r e e t  leading  i n t o  t h e  Wharf Area i s  
l incd  wi th  two and t h r e e - s t o r y  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  century  commercial s t r u c t u r e s  
Most of the  bu i ld ings  on t h i s  narrow s t r e e t  f e a t u r e  r i c h  I t a l i a n a t e  corn ices  
e l a b o r a t e  window t rea tments  and metal  shop f r o n t s .  The Simmons P a r t s  Com- 

c a s t - i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornaments. The facade of the  commercial bu i ld ing  
a c r o s s  the  s t r e e t  a t  120-124 South Augusta S t r e e t  i s  an unusual cxample of 

I 
a t  119-123 South Augusta S t r e e t  i s  embellished wi th  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  1 

wood used t o  rcscmble both  masonry and m e t a l l i c  forms. The h igh ly  o r i g i n a l  
d e t a i l i n g  on t h i s  b u i l d i n g  has  a  somewhat o r i e n t a l  f l a v o r .  

The h i s t o r i c  appearance of t h e  Wharf Area i s  f u r t h e r  enhanced by 
the  s u r v i v a l  i n  some s e c t i o n s  of  Belgian Block paving, b r i c k  paving, and 
s tone  curbs .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  most of  Middlebrook Avenue was o r i g i n a l l y  
sur faced  wi th  Belgian block,  but  the  major p a r t  of  i t  is now covered wi th  
s h e e t  a s p h a l t .  

I 
i 
i 

The fo l lowing inventory  provides a  b r i e f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  ' 
of t h e  bu i ld ings  included i n  the  Wharf Area P rese rva t ion  Zone. 1 
Middlebrook Avenue: 

/ Caat  I r o n  Footbridge t o  Sears  H i l l  
Middlebrook Avenue: Cas t  i r o n ,  P r a t t  and Warren t r u s s  cons t ruc t ion .  

Late-n ine teenth  century .  
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2. The Wharf Area P rese rva t ion  Zone inc ludes  a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  w i th  f rontage  on 
Middlebrook Avenue between S. New S t r e e t  and S. Lewis S t r e e t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
a l l  p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h  f ron tage  on S. Augusta S t r e e t  between Johnson S t r e e t  
and Middlebrook Avenue. 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Shcct) 

7.Chesapeake and Ohio F re igh t  Depot 
Middlcbrook Avenue: Brick and frame, one s t o r y  shed wi th  second s t o r y  frame 
a d d i t i o n ,  gable  r o o f ,  about  s ix-bay long. Late-n ine teenth  century .  

Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad S t a t i o n  
Middlebrook Avenue: Brick and s tucco ,  one-and-one-half s t o r i e s ,  low hipped 
r o o f ,  e ight -bay  f r o n t ,  overhanging roof wi th  exposed r a f t e r  ends and b r a c k e t s ,  
dormer on west s i d e ,  f r o n t i s p i e c e  wi th  t r i p l e  a rcade ,  s tone  t r i m ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  
decora t ive  mull ions.  Bungaloid; b u i l t  1902. 

,--Ease 1. 
(Number all ontrlss) 

I 

STAUNION ( i n  c i t y )  
F O R  NPS U S E  ONLY 

Railroad Telegraph House 
Middlebrook Avenue: Brick and frame, two s t o r i e s ,  gable  r o o f ,  one-bay f i r s t  
f l o o r  and four-bay second f l o o r ,  imbricated s h i n g l e s  i n  gab le ,  pent ing  on 
gable cnd and exposed r a f t e r  ends ,  t e e t h  motif b r i c k  course  through f i r s t  f l o o r  
b r i c k  chimney w i t h  corbe led  neck, m u l t i  square-pane transom over  window. 
Queen Anne; l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

E N T R Y  NUMeER 

Erskine Building 
1-3 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  seven-bay f r o n t ,  
open arcade  l i g h t s  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  molded s tone  co rn ice ,  windows t r i p l e d ,  
c a s t e l l a t e d  mot i fs .  B u i l t  1904. 

D A T E  

5 Middlebrook Avenue: Br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  o rna te1  
corbeled c o r n i c e ,  facade d iv ided  by p i l a s t e r s  and b e l t  cour ses ,  windows 
recessed i n t o  segmental hood moldings. C i rca  1890. 

7-9 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  four-bay f r o n t ,  
corbeled c o r n i c e ,  s t r i n g  courses  a r e  extended around t h e  tops  of  t h e  segmental 
arched windows. C i rca  1900. 

11-13 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  f ive-bay  f r o n t ,  
bracketed c o r n i c e ,  s t r i n g  courses  a r e  extended around t h e  tops  of  t h e  segmenta 
arched windows, sawn scro l l -work  l i n t e l s ,  b r i c k  t e e t h  motif below s i l l s  and 
i n  co rn ice .  Late-n ine teenth  century .  ! 
15 Middlebrook Avenue: Br ick ,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  
h e a v i l y  molded co rn ice  supported by b r a c k e t s ,  wooden l i n t e l s  wi th  face ted  
corner  blocks and wooden s i l l s .  Late-n ine teenth  century .  

17 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  
corbeled co rn ice ,  s t r i a t e d  p i l a s t e r s  r e s t  on b e l t  course ,  segmental arched i 
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windows, three-panel  molded double door,  C i rca  1900. I 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Shect) Pogc 2. 

19-21 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s ix-bay  f r o n t  d i v i d e  
i n t o  a  p a i r  of three-bay u n i t s ,  corbe led  co rn ice ,  p i l a s t e r s  bind ends and mark 
the  c e n t e r ,  s t o r e  f r o n t s  on f i r s t  f l o o r .  C i rca  1900. I 

23 and 25 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two-and-one-half s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  
s ix-bay  f r o n t  d iv ided  i n t o  a  p a i r  of three-bay u n i t s ,  s o l i d  pa rape t  wi th  
recessed pane l s ,  segmental a r c h  of  windows f i l l e d  wi th  sawn scro l l -work  l i n t e l : ,  
enlarged c e n t r a l  bays used f o r  loading.  C i rca  1900. 

(Number a l l  antrlse) 

7. 

STAUNTON ( i n  c i t y )  
F O R  NPS USE O N L Y  

27 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  s o l i d  
parapet  w i t h  recessed  pane l s ,  segmental a r c h  of  windows f i l l e d  w i t h  sawn 
scro l l -work  l i n t e l s ,  en larged  c e n t r a l  bay used f o r  loading.  Ci rca  1900. 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

29 Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  
stepped gable  f r o n t ,  segmental arched windows, enlarged c e n t r a l  bays used f o r  
loading.  C i rca  1900. 

D A T E  

I 

I South Aunus t a  S t r e e t :  I 

44 

John Burns Building 
108-114, 116-118 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Brick,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  
t h i r t een -bay  f r o n t ,  bracketed co rn ice ,  f l a t  and arched hood moldings, pro- 
j e c t i n g  s i l l s .  I t a l i a n a t e ;  b u i l t  1874. 

.t- 
FuAz's Lumber Yard 
Middlebrook Avenue: Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  four-bay f r o n t  p lus  one- 
bay d i agona l ly  c u t  recessed  en t r ance ,  s o l i d  pa rape t ,  molded co rn ice ,  s tone  
l i n t e l s  and s i l l s ,  round a r c h  v e h i c l e  en t r ances .  Late-n ine teenth  century .  

111-113 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Brick,  two s t o r i e s  , f l a t  roo f ,  four-bay f r o n t ,  
heav i ly  molded metal co rn ice  ornamented wi th  b racke t s ,  modi l l ions ,  f i n i a l s  and 
bosses ,  a r cade  of  windows, c a s t  i r o n  s t o r e  f r o n t .  La te-n ine teenth  century .  

115-117 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  s ix-bay  f r o n t ,  
heavy metal c o r n i c e ,  second s t o r y  window a rcade  wi th  corbe led  head surround,  
f i r s t  s t o r y  segmental head surrounds.  C i rca  1900. d 9 , @ ~ L e p /  /9W 

,&Q &b, j. A - e " * - q  
119-123 South Augusta S t r e e t : .  Brick,  two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  s ix-bay f r o n t ,  
molded metal  co rn ice  wi th  suppor t ing  b racke t s ,  rope motif metal hood moldings, 
c a s t  i r o n  f i r s t  f l o o r  s t o r e  f r o n t  w i th  modi l l ion  co rn ice  and ornamental 
p i l a s t e r s .  La te-n ine teenth  century .  

120-124 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Wood facade,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  f ive-bay  
f r o n t ,  bracketed co rn ice ,  windows wi th  wood segmental a r c h  l i n t e l s  and sawn 
scro l l -work ,  windows f lanked by f l u t e d  panels  g iv ing  p i l a s t e r  e f f e c t .  Late- 
n ine teen th  century .  
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I .  

American Hotel  
125 South Augusta S t r e e t :  Brick,  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  deck-on-hipped r o o f ,  e i g h t -  
bay f r o n t ,  molded c o r n i c e ,  f r o n t i s p i e c e  emphasized by p i l a s t e r s  and crowning 
pediment f lanked by chimneys. Greek Revival;  c i r c a  1854; west end bay added. 

*c 3 .  (Continuation Shcct) 

South New S t r e e t :  
\ \% 

15, L I ,  ~ Y S o u t h  New S t r e e t :  Brick, two s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  three-bay f r o n t ,  
bracketed c o r n i c e ,  w i th  drop pendants ,  corbeled s t r i n g  courses  a r e  extended 
around heads of segmental a r c h  windows, sawn scro l l -work  l i n t e l s , c o u r s e d  
l imestone rubble  foundat ion.  Late-n ine teenth  century .  I 

E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

I 

White S t a r  M i l l s  
121, 123, 125 South New S t r e e t :  Brick wi th  coursed rough-hewn a s h l a r  founda- 
t i o n ,  fou r  s t o r i e s ,  f l a t  roo f ,  s ix-bay f r o n t ,  t r i p l e  band corbeled co rn ice ,  
pa i red  bays d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  recessed  s e c t i o n s ,  segmental a r c h  windows. 
C i rca  1900. 

(Numbor all a n b l a s )  

8.  
I n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  t h e  Wharf 

developed a c o l o r f u l  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l t  around t h e  commercial ven tu res  of t h e  
commission merchants,  wholesale  g roce r s ,  sa loons ,  d i s t i l l e r i e s  and l i v e r i e s .  
Surviving from t h i s  per iod  of  t h e  1880's  i s  the  Erskine M i l l e r  bu i ld ing  
loca ted  a t  5 Middlebrook Avenue. During t h e  1880 ' s  Augusta County had a 
reknowned wi ld  game supply and t h c  Wharf w i th  i t ' s  weal th  of commission 
merchants was undoubtedly t h e  po in t  from which game was shipped t o  t h e  h o t e l s  
of Washington and Baltimore. Staunton a l s o  by t h i s  time had become a major 
ra i lway break between Washington and C i n c i n n a t i ,  p u t t i n g  the  American Hotel  i n  
a convenient  l o c a t i o n  f o r  passengers  seeking  food and r e s t  on t h i s  long t r i p .  
I n  1840 i t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  more passcngers  cmbarked and disembarked a t  S t aun ton ' s  
Chcsapcakc & Ohio s t a t i o n  than a t  any o t h e r  p o i n t  on t h e  l i n e  except  Richniond. 
111e American Hotcl  accomodated one hundred and f i f t y  gues ts  and i n  1878 tlic 
d a i l y  r a t c s  rangcd from two t o  two and a h a l f  d o l l a r s .  

Introduced i n  1890, s t r e e t  c a r s  drawn by mustang mules suppl ie , .  
a n  addcd method of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  running from t h e  ra i lway s t a t i o n  up Augusta 
S t r e e t .  Also i n  1890 t h e  Staunton Development Company was e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  
t h e  i n t e n t  of l i n k i n g  t h e  c o a l  and i r o n  of t h e  a r e a s  t o  t h e  west of Staunton 
wi th  t h e  l o c a l  l imestone.  The company o f f i c e  was loca ted  i n  t h e  western s i d e  
of  what had been t h e  American Hotel  and t h e  remainder of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was 
transformed i n t o  t h e  Staunton Shoe Factory. Tl~e new development company backe*. 
by no r the rn  and wes tern  c a p i t a l i s t s ,  was headed by M r .  Erskine M i l l e r  who was 
both p r e s i d e n t  and c h i e f  execu t ive  o f f i c e r .  On A p r i l  30, 1890, the  S taunton  
Vindica tor  repor ted  t h a t  a t r a i n  destroyed the  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway 

. 

s t a t i o n ;  "Mowing i t  down, a s  g r a s s ,  and snapping o f f  t h e  s i x  inch i r o n  columns 
used a s  roof suppor t s ,  f o r  the  d i s t a n c e  of t h r e e  hundred f e e t ,  as i f  they were 
mere pipe stems. The f r o n t  roof of t h e  passenger s t a t i o n ,  t h e  windows and th  
f r o n t  w a i l  of t h e  e a s t  baggage room was completely wrecked." 1 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S L G N I F I C b N C E  

The Wharf Area su rv ives  a s  a n  unusual ly p ic turesque  and exce l l en ( ly  
preserved example of  a Turn-of-the-Century warehouse and commercial d i s t r i c t .  
Proceeding south  on South Augusta S t r e e t  o r  cl imbing e a s t  on Middlebrook 
Avenue, one i s  drawn through roxs of  l a t e - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  and e a r l y -  
twent ic th  cen tu ry  s t o r e f r o n t s  and i n t o  a n  elongated p laza  framed by small  
warcllouses and se rv iced  by t h r e e  access  roads and the  Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad.  The a r e a  most l i k e l y  gained i t s  name by being a d i s t r i c t  
developed f o r  t h e  purpose of  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  exchange of t h e  town's goods. 
Replacing l e s s  s u b s t a n t i a l  wooden s t o r e s  which were des t royed by f i r e s  and 
increased  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  bui ld ingsof  t h e  Wharf a r e  a v i s u a l  man i fe s t a t ion  
of the  remarkable growth of Staunton i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  

century .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  development of t h e  a r e a ,  a l l  a t t e n t i o n  was focused 
towards the  r a i l r o a d  a s  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  became t h e  fo rce  behind the  e n t i r e  
c i t y ' s  progress .  

During t h e  1830 ' s  the  town of Staunton was ha rd ly  more than a 
v i l l a g e  wi th  a popula t ion  of  about  two thousand and i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  
Vi rg in i a  C e n t r a l  Rialroad reached t h e  town i n  1852 t h a t  r e a l  commercial 
growth began. The advent  of  tha  r a i l r o a d  changed t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  of 
Staunton f o r  i t  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a merchant t o  c u t  by one t h i r d  the  c o s t  

goods p rev ious ly  brought i n  by pack t r a i n s .  I n  r e t u r n  the  new l i n e  of 
communication opened up t h e  Tidewater market t o  the  farmers of  Augusta Count . i O f  The growth brought about  by t h e  r a i l r o a d  helped t o  i n i t i a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of 
thc  American Hotel i n  t h e  h e a r t  of what was t o  become t h e  Wharf Area. The 
s t i l l - s t a n d i n g  American Hotel  b u i l d i n g ,  i t  would seem, has witncssed the  
growth of t h i s  commercial d i s t r i c t ,  o r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of  A.H.H. S t u a r t ' s  

I i 

"Meadow". This b u i l d i n g  a s  i t  appears  on a n  1857 panoramic view of S t a u n t o l  
had a f r o n t  gab le ,  I o n i c  porch and cupola. I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  when General 
Grant passed through Staunton i n  1870, he was e n t e r t a i n e d  by t h e  Stonewall 
Brigade on t h e  porch of t h e  American Hotel .  

During t h e  War between t h e  S t a t e s ,  t h e  Wharf Area came t o  p lay  a n  
e s s c ~ ~ t i a l  p a r t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of Staunton a s  a m i l i t a r y  p o s t ,  supply depo t (  
t r a i n i n g  and h o s p i t a l  c e n t e r .  Along South Augusta S t r e e t  a r s e n a l s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  and quar te rmaster  and commissary warehouses were s e t  up i n  easy  
d i s t a n c e  from t h e  r a i l r o a d .  The economic and commercial growth of  Staunton 
continued d e s p i t e  t h e  War, and from the  United S t a t e s  census we f ind  a 
th i r ty- two percent  i n c r e a s e  i n  popula t ion  between 1860 and 1870. Although 
the  Panic of 1873 was a blow t o  t h e  bus iness  community of t h e  Wharf Area, I 
t h e r e  was p r o s p e r i t y  enough t o  e r e c t  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  Burns Building i n  1874 ! 
on t h e  s i t e  of t h r e e  e a r l i e r  wooden bu i ld ings .  
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8. 
From p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  Cliambcr of Conunerce book put  o u t  by the  South Publ i sh ing  
Co. i n  1893, i t  appcars  t h a t  t h e  b ~ i l d i n g  a t  7-9 Middlebrook Avenue pos tda te s  
t h i s  pub l i ca t ion .  T11c p resen t  Chesapeake and Ohio Railway S t a t i o n  d a t e s  from 
1902, and tlic type of  b r i c k  employed i n  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a l s o  used i n  t h e  
Erskinc Building,  b u i l t  i n  1904, d l r e c t l y  a c r o s s  from the  s t a t i o n .  

Altliough i t  i s  perhaps n o t  a s  a c t i v e  a s  i n  former y e a r s ,  t h e r e  
has  becn l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  mar the  r i c h  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Wharf, a n  a r e a  
which s i n c e  the  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  has  been of  v i t a l  importance t o  the  
h i s t o r y  and growth o f  t h e  c i t y  of Staunton.  
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