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7 DESCRIPTION 

I -7 (Check One) 1 
P(i Good Fair Detarloroted Ruins U Un.xpos.d -- 

(Check OnoJ 1 (Ch-ck On.) 

1 
i I. Gencral Statement: 
I A. Archi tectural  statement: The Main Building i s  a well-preserve 
I ; example of a Greek Revival educational building.  

B. Condition of Fabric: Excellent  

1 11. Description of the Exterior:  1 
A. Overall Dimensions: The cen t r a l  sect ion i s  two-stories high 

with a f u l l  basement and f i ve  bays long. Three-bay two-story wings with f u l  
basement p ro jec t  gable ends on e i t h e r  s ide  of the  or ig ina l  main sect ion.  
Main i s  connected t o  McClung Hall t o  the  nor th  by a two-story, wide passage- 

i 
I I way running across  the  rear  of Main. 
! B .  Foundations: Brick. 
! 
I C.  Wall construction and color:  Brick l a i d  i n  Flemish bond i s  
; painted a cream co lor .  

D. Porches: A four-bay por t ico features  four Greek Doric columns' V, 
I supporting a Doric entablature  and pediment. A cas t - i ron balcony opens 1 m 
1 under the  c e n t r a l  second f loor  window and i s  shel tered by the  portico.  The m ' projecting wings form antae f o r  the por t ico.  1 E. Chimneys: Two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys are found i n  the  walls  I - I of the main block. z 

F. Openings: V, 

1. Doors: The s l ight ly-recessed double doors of the  princip e +  
entrance a r e  framed by molded p i l a s t e r s  and s ide l i gh t s .  A four-paned transom 
i s  framed by simple consoles with an addi t ional  l i g h t  above each s ide l i gh t .  
Additional p i l a s t e r s  and consoles frame the  s ide l i gh t s .  The doorway i s  
surrounded by symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks and ro se t t e s .  A 
door framed by Roman Doric columns supporting a Doric entablature  and --I 

pediment opens i n  the basement center  bay of each of the  wings. These 
doorways appear t o  be twentieth century a l t e r a t i ons .  

I - 
0 

2. Windows: Wooden double-hung windows have six-over-six Z 
l i gh t s  and symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks and ro se t t e s .  

V) 

G. ROO£: Sheet  metal gable roofs  cover both the  main sec t ion  
and the  wings. 

111. Description of the  In te r io r :  
A.  Floor plan: The main block cons i s t s  of a cen t r a l  h a l l  flanked 

by a room on e i t h e r  s ide .  Each wing i s  two rooms deep. 
I 

B. Stairways: Different l eve l s  a r e  reached by stairways located ' 
i n  the  passage a t  the  r ea r  of the  building.  

C. Wall and ce i l i ng  f i n i sh :  Painted p las te r .  

E .  Trim: The trim i n  t he  main block features  a l a t e r  molded 
D. Doorways and doors: Paneled wooden doors have archi t rave trim. 

cornice,  o r i g i n a l  cha i r  r a i l  and o r ig ina l  baseboard. The wings have an 
or ig ina l  molded cha i r  r a i l  and baseboard. 

/ I V .  S i t e  and General Set t ing:  Main faces  south and i s  located on one of 
the  h i l l s  overlooking Staunton. Additional college buildings are 
now c lus te red  around the  o r ig ina l  building.  
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1 ,  . SIGNIFICANCE 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  I l G N I F I C . I N C E  ! 
Mary Baldwin College was founded as  the  Augusta Female Seminary, and ' 

i 
is  the  n a t i o n s ' s  o l d e s t  woman's i n s t i t u t i o n  of h ighe r  l ea rn ing  associa ted  
wi th  the  Presbyter ian  Church. The handsome Greek Revival Main Building i s  
t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and has become t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  symbol i 
of t h i s  d i s t ing i shed  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Augusta Female Seminary was e s t ab l i shed  i n  1842 by . the  Reverend Rufus ' 
W. Bai ley ,  who, a f t e r  an ex tens ive  search ,  s e l e c t e d  Staunton a s  a  s u i t a b l e  I 

s i t e  f o r  a  school  f o r  young l a d i e s .  The d i r e c t  connect ion wi th  the  ! 

Presby te r i an  Church was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1843 when t h e  Presbyter ians  granted i 
t h e  Seminary permission t o  b u i l d  a  co l l eze  s t r u c t u r e  on the  l o t  adjoining 
t h e  church on the  co rne r  o f  New and Frederick s t r e e t s .  The agreement 
between the  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  schoo l  and those  of t h e  church c a l l e d  f o r  a  
b r i c k  bui ld ing  not  l e s s  than  t h i r t y  f e e t  by f i f t y  f e e t  and two s t o r i e s  
h&h on t h e  church l o t .  Const ruc t ion  of what was t o  be  named t h e  Main 
Building was completed by June, 1844. The'wings were added i n  1853. i I 

I n  1863 Miss Mary J u l i a  Baldwin and Miss Agnes R. McClung were 
appointed p r i n c i p a l s  of t h e  Seminary. Miss Baldwin was t o  have f u l l  
c o n t r o l  over t h e  school  and Miss McClung presided over  t h e  boarding por t ion  1 
of t h e  Seminary. Mary Baldwin maintained t h e  Seminary as  an e x c e l l e n t  and 1 
f l o u r i s h i n g  school ,  even though condi t ions  were d i f f i c u l t  dur ing  and a f t e r  i 
t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  M i s s  Ba ldwin  o f fe red  a high course  of s tudy 1 

modelled on t h e  p lan  of i n s t r u c t i o n  given a t  t h e  Unive r s i ty  of Vi rg in ia  i n  ( 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  Under h e r  d i r e c t i o n  t h e  Seminary grew i n  s i z e ,  property 
was acquired and new c o n s t r u c t i o n  was undertaken. I n  1873, t h e  Smninary 
obtnincd thc  dccd t o  t h c  Main Building and grounds and severed i t s  d i r e c t  
connection with thc  P rcsby tc r ion  Church. 

In r ccogn l t ion  of Mary Boldwin's con t r ibu t ion  t o  Augusti~ F m ~ n l r  

i 
:;r111111:11.y 1 . 1 1 ~  1 1  c Ic 'c t~ t1  t o  ~ l ~ l i l t l ~ ~  t l l ~  I ~ I I I I I C  O F  tllr I I I A L L ~ I I L  it711 L O  M R E . ~ .  
1 \ 8 1  I clv 1 1 1  : ~ E I I I ~ . I I I I I : Y  1.11 11195. 'l'l~u : ~ C I I I ~ I I U ~ Y  c o ~ i t l n u e ~ l  LO 1)rottj)nr ant1 8ri)w 111 
t l r c  twen t i e th  century;  i n  t h e  1930 ' s  the  name was changed t o  Mary Baldwin , 
College.  Today t h e  College cont inues  a s  one of t h e  foremost wanen's 
co l l eges  i n  t h e  South. i I 

+I 

I GPH 1 

P E n l O D  ( c h e c k  Orlr or More ss ApproprlatoJ 

P I C - C o l u m b i a n l  CJ 161h C-ntur r  O 1 0 t h  Ccn lv ry  n 20th  Ccnfury  

n 1 5 t h  C e n t u r y  n 1 7 a  centwrr PI 191h centurr 

S P E C I F I C  D h T C I S ,  (rlApplicebl.  nndKnownJ 1 

A R E I S  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Chock One or ~ o r s  sa ~ p p r o p r l s t ~ )  i 
A b o r  i g i n a i  El Educ.ahm 0 P o l i t i c ~ l  U Vrbon  Planning 1 

CI Prehis tor ic  El E n g i n s s r i n p  0 R s I i g i o n / P h i .  Other  f s p s c l h ~  
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