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E (Check One)
i
CONDITION 7] Excellent X Good ] Fair [ Deteriorated ) Ruins [ Unexposed
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A. Architectural statement: The Main Building is a well-preserved
exampleofa Greeck Revival educational building.
B. Condition of Fabric: Excellent

i 1. Genecral Statement:
|
|

II. Description of the Exterior:

A. Overall Dimensions: The central section is two-stories high
with a full basement and five bays long. Three-bay two-story wings with full
basement project gable ends on either side of the original main section.
Main is connected to McClung Hall to the north by a two-story, wide passage-
way running across the rear of Main.

B. Foundations: Brick.

C. Wall construction and color: Brick laid in Flemish bond is
painted a cream color,

: D. Porches: A four-bay portico features four Greek Doric columns
| supporting a Doric entablature and pediment. A cast-iron balcony opens
under the central second floor window and is sheltered by the portico. The
projecting wings form antae for the portico. '
; E. Chimneys: Two interior end chimneys are found in the walls

of the main block.

F. Openings:

1. Doors: The slightly-recessed double doors of the principle
entrance are framed by molded pilasters and sidelights. A four-paned transom
is framed by simple consoles with an additional light above each sidelight,
Additional pilasters and consoles frame the sidelights. The doorway is
surrounded by symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks and rosettes. A
door framed by Roman Doric columns supporting a Doric entablature and
pediment opens in the basement center bay of each of the wings., These
doorways appear to be twentieth century alteratioms.

2. Windows: Wooden double-hung windows have six-over-six
lights and symmetrically molded trim with corner blocks and rosettes.

G. Roof: Sheet metal gable roofs cover both the main section

and the wings.

III. Description of the Interior:
A. Floor plan: The main block consists of a central hall flanked
by a room on either side. Each wing is two rooms deep.
‘ B. Stairways: Different levels are reached by stairways located
in the passage at the rear of the building.
C. Wall and ceiling finish: Painted plaster.
D. Doorways and doors: Paneled wooden doors have architrave trim.
E., Trim: The trim in the main block features a later molded
cornice, original chair rail and original baseboard., The wings have an
original molded chair rail and baseboard.

IV. Site and General Setting: Main faces south and is located on one of
the hills overlooking Staunton. Additional college buildings are
now clustered around the original building.
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SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) i

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Mary Baldwin College was founded as the Augusta Female Seminary, and
is the nations's oldest woman's institution of higher learning associated
with the Presbyterian Church. The handsome Greek Revival Main Building is i
the college's original structure, and has become the architectural symbol
of this distingished institution,.

Augusta Female Seminary was established in 1842 by ‘the Reverend Rufus
W. Bailey, who, after an extensive search, selected Staunton as a suitable i
site for a school for young ladies. The direct connection with the i
Presbyterian Church was established in 1843 when the Presbyterians granted |
the Seminary permission to build a college structure on the lot adjecining
the church on the corner of New and Frederick streets, The agreement
between the trustees of the school and those of the church called for a
brick building not less than thirty feet by fifty feet and two stories
high on the church lot. Construction of what was to be named the Main
Building was completed by June, 1844, The wings were added in 1853.

In 1863 Miss Mary Julia Baldwin and Miss Agnes R. McClung were
appointed principals of the Seminary. Miss Baldwin was to have full
control over the school and Miss McClung presided over the boarding portion
of the Seminary. Mary Baldwin maintained the Seminary as an excellent and
flourishing school, even though conditions were difficult during and after
the War Between the States. Miss " Baldwin offered a high course of study
modelled on the plan of instruction given at the University of Virginia in
Charlottesville. Under her direction the Seminary grew in size, property
was acquired and new construction was undertaken. In 1§73, the Seminary
] obtaincd the deed to the Main Building and grounds and severed its direct
conncction with the Presbyterian Church,

T recognition of Mary Baldwin's contribution to Augusta Femalc
Seminavy the tminteen elected to change the name of the Institut ion to Mary
Baldwin Seminary in 1895, The Semlnavy continued Lo prouper and grow in
the twentieth century; in the 1930's the name was changed to Mary Baldwin
College, Today the College continues as one of the foremost women's
colleges in the South, : ;
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Fannie B. Strauss, '"Mary Julia Baldwin," Augusta Historical Bulletin,
vol. 7, no 2, f£all 1971.

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission files.
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