


a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK O N E  CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTEREO XORICINAL SITE 

&GOOD , -RUINS ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

C e r t a i n l y  unique i n  i t s  des ign ,  The Oaks i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c a t e g o r i z e  
u s ing  conven t iona l  s t y l i s t i c  terms.  The 21-room, 3 - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  
e x h i b i t s  some elements  of t h e  Sh ing le  S t y l e ,  a l t hough  i t  i s  execu ted  i n  
b r i c k ,  w i t h  v a r i o u s  bonding p a t t e r n s .  The r a t h e r  r e s t r a i n e d  f a c a d e  
i s  organ ized  i n t o  t h r e e  main bays ,and t h e  whole i s  crowned by a  complex 
h i p  roof w i t h  carved m o d i l l i o n  blocks  i n  t h e  co rn i ce .  The f r o n t  of 
t h e  l o t  i s  surrounded by a n  i r o n  f ence  w i t h  a n  aco rn  mot i f  on t h e  p o s t s .  

The r i g h t  bay c o n s i s t s  of a  r eces sed  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  s l e e p i n g  porch 
above. Both t h e s e  porches ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s l e e p i n g  porch on t h e  t o p  
l e v e l  of t h e  l e f t  bay, a r e  r eces sed  under t h e  roof l i n e ,  a  t y p i c a l  
f e a t u r e  of t h e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e .  The s l e n d e r ,  h a l f - f l u t e d  porch columns 
a r e  of Phe.T.uscan o rde r , and  t h e r e  i s  a  swept pediment o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  
t o  t h e  second l e v e l  porch .  The double f r o n t  doo r s  each have two carved 
p a n e l s  below l a r g e  . g l a s s  panes .  The b r a s s  hardware i s  i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  
E a s t l a k e - i n s p i r e d  f l o r a l  d e s i g n s .  

The c e n t r a l  bay i s  dominated by a  3 -pa r t ,  round-headed window on 
t h e  second l e v e l ;  a  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window w i t h  oak and f I o r a l  m o t i f s  i s  
f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  semicircular  a r c h .  Square-headed,3-part  windows a r e  
p laced  above and below i t  on t h e  o t h e r  f l o o r s .  Three doo r s ,  p l aced  one 
above t h e  o t h e r ,  o r i g i n a l l y  l e d  t o  sma l l  b a l c o n i e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

. t h e  one a t  t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  has  been removed; i t  was i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  
one t h a t  remains .  

The p r o t r u d i n g ,  5-s ided bay on t h e  l e f t  f e a t u r e s  b r i c k  s t r i n g  
cou r se s  and a n  open wedge p a t t e r n  of rubbed b r i c k s  forming t h e  j o i n t s  
between each s i d e .  The c e n t r a l  window of t h e  second l e v e l  has  two 
s t a i n e d - g l a s s  p a n e l s  and a l l  t h r e e  of t h e  second- level  windows have 
molded b r i c k  keys tones .  The f i r s t  l e v e l  has  t h r e e  square-headed windows; 
t h e  t h i r d  has  a  r e c e s s e d  s l e e p i n g  porch.  

Both s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  have p r o t r u d i n g  bays w i t h  s t a i n e d - - g l a s s  p a n e l s  
i n  t h e  windows on t h e  second l e v e l .  

The r e a r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  house i s  a  3 - s to ry ,  b r i c k  c h a l e t - s t y l e  
s t r u c t u r e .  The gab l e  roof  has ex t remely  wide eaves  which ex t end  approx- 
i m a t e l y  4 f e e t  from t h e  w a l l s .  Unusually l a r g e  t r i a n g u l a r  wooden b r a c k e t s  
w i t h  chamfered edges suppor t  t h e  r a f t e r s  which have carved ends .  There 
a r e  two small .wooden b a l c o n i e s  o f f  t h e  t op - s to ry  windows on t h e  no r th  
and s o u t h  s i d e s  of t h i s  wing. 

, ,.. 
~ h h y = . a ~ e  a l s o .  two' ou tFu i l i l i ngs -  on t h e  p r o p e r t y .  One i s  a  2-bay 

c a r r i a g e  house w i t h  segmental-arched openings which have been made 
r e c t a n g u l a r  w i t h  l a r g e  c o n c r e t e  l i n t e l s ;  a  l o f t  i s  l o c a t e d  under  t h e  
shed  roof .  The o t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g  appears  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  two 
s t a g e s  and i s  now connected t o  t h e  main house by a  r a i s e d  walkway. 
Although i t s  o r i g i n a l  use i s  no t  known, p a r t  of  it a t  one t ime d i d  
house Hotchkiss's g r av i ty - f l ow  w a t e r  system. 

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  
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I n t e r i o r :  The main h a l l  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  second l e v e l  of  t h e  
c e n t r a l  bay. Th i s  huge room has a n  open s t a i r c a s e  of oak, p i n e  and 
mahogany w i t h  p a n e l l e d  wa insco t ing  and t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s ;  t h e r e  i s  a  
bench b u i l t  a long  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  w a l l .  The h a l l ' s  b r a s s  c h a n d e l i e r ,  
w i t h  i t s  oak l e a f  m o t i f ,  has  been conver ted  from gas t o  e l e c t r i c i t y .  
Both t h e  h a l l  c e i l i n g  and t h e  wainsco t ing  a r e  made of tongue-and- 
groove cedar .  The c e i l i n g  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  l a r g e  pane l s  i n  which t h e  - 
c e d a r  i s  l a i d  on t h e  d i a g o n a l .  The f l o o r i n g  i s  da rk - s t a ined  oak. The 
o t h e r  two main f e a t u r e s  of t h e  h a l l  a r e  t h e  semicircular  s t a i n e d -  
g l a s s  window w i t h  oak l e a v e s  and f l o r a l  de s igns  and t h e  mante lp iece .  
It c o n t a i n s  ceramic  t i l e s  w i t h  a n  oak l e a f  and aco rn  des ign ;  f o u r  a r e  
" c h a r a c t e r "  t i l e s  d e p i c t i n g  human f a c e s .  Th i s  handsome mantel  has  
s p i r a l  c o l o n e t t e s  capped w i t h  conso les  which suppor t  t h e  mantel  s h e l f .  
The e l a b o r a t e l y  molded c e n t r a l  pane l  i s  f l a n k e d  by two s i d e  p a n e l s  i n  
t h e  f r i e z e .  Nine-panel doors  l e a d  i n t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  music room and 
l i b r a r y .  

I The l i b r a r y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r o t r u d i n g  l e f t  bay and f e a t u r e s  
Ho tchk i s s ' sunusua l  s tand-up desk ,  a  b u i l t - i n  bookcase cover ing  a n  
e n t i r e  w a l l  and a  n i c e l y  p a n e l l e d  mante lp iece  w i t h  s l e n d e r ,  t u r n e d  
c o l o n e t t e s  i n  t h e  overmantel and sma l l  d i s p l a y  s h e l v e s  f l a n k i n g  t h e  
f i r e p l a c e  opening.  The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  s h u t t e r s  and b r a s s  gas  j e t s  
s t i l l  remain. 

The music room's woodwork i s  a l l  p a i n t e d  a n  i v o r y  c o l o r .  Th is  
was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  p a r l o r  and i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r i g h t  bay behind t h e  
en t r ance  porch.  The h e a r t h  and t h e  a r e a  sur rounding  t h e  opening a r e  
t i l e d .  Both t h e  mantel  and overmantel a r e  e l a b o r a t e l y  carved w i t h  
f l u t i n g  and beading.  The o v e a a n t e l  has  a  beve led  m i r r o r  below a  
sma l l  s h e l f  w i t h  a  s p i n d l e  r a i l i n g .  

On t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  room i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  room., 
now used a s  a  t h e a t e r .  The unusual  b u i l t - i n  cupboard has p a n e l l e d  
and g l a s s  doo r s ,  m i r r o r s  and s p i r a l  c o l o n e t t e s .  A p l a t e  r a i l  su r rounds  
t h e  room. The mante lp iece  has  two overmantels ,  one w i t h  a  p a n e l  and 
t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  a  beve led  m i r r o r .  S p i r a l  columns w i t h  C o r i n t h i a n  
c a p i t a l s  suppor t  t h e  two oser-mantel s h e l v e s .  

Across t h e  h a l l  from t h e  d i n i n g  room i s  t h e  o l d  b r e a k f a s t  room 
which con ta in s  t h e  doo r  t o  Hotchkiss 's  enormous walk-in s a f e  l o c a t e d  
under  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p o r c h ( i t  was he re  t h a t  he housed a l l  h i s  now h igh ly-  
valued map c o l l e c t i o n ) .  The c o r n e r  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h i s  room f e a t u r e s  a  
mantel  w i t h  a  s h e l l  mot i f  i n  t h e  f r i e z e  and green ,  g lazed  t i l e s  
sur rounding  t h e  opening.  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  i !2)  



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

-1400.1494 

-1500.1 599 

-1600.1 699 

-1700-1 799 

hi aoo-189s 

-1900- 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNIMPLANNlNG -LANDSCAPEARCHITECPJRE -RELlGlON 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION - U W  -SCIENCE 

AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION X-MILITARY -SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

A R T  -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SE~LEMENT , -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1888-1890 ' 
a j o r  J eded iah  Hotchkiss  

BUILDER'ARCHITECT !inslow 8 Wethere l l .  Boston 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
. . . . , . r . , . ; , :  . L. , 

. . 
>. 

The 'oaks i s  one of t h e  mdst h i s t o r i c a l l y  a r i d ' a ~ i d h i t ' e c t " ~ a 1 1 ~  si$- 2 

n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  S taunton .  From 1868 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n .1899 ,  Xf 
was t h e  home of Major Jedediah  Hotchkiss .  A v e r s a t i l e  man, Hotchkiss  
made h i s  mark i n  a  number of f i e l d s  i nc lud ing  mapmaking, surveying ,  , 

l a n d  and c o a l  s p e c u l a t i o n  and educa t ion .  Ar r iv ing  i n  V i r g i n i a  i n  1847 
from New York S t a t e ,  he s p e n t  t h e  nex t  twelve yea.rs engaged i n  t h e  
founding and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of two boys'  academies(Mossy Creek Academy 
and Loch Willow ~ c a d e m y )  i n  Augusta County. I n  1859 he began p r a c t i c i n g  
eng inee r ing  i n  t h e  nearby town of S taunton .  

A t  t h e  ou tbreak  of t h e  C i v i l  War, Hotchkiss  o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  
a s  a  mapmaker t o  t h e  Confederate  f o r c e s ;  he e v e n t u a l l y  a t t a i n e d  t h e  

I 
rank of Major. A f t e r  f i r s t  s e r v i n g  under Gen. Robert E. Lee a s  
t opograph ica l  eng inee r ,  he j o ined  Gen.'lStonewall'lJackson's s t a f f  i n  
t h e  same c a p a c i t y  and soon became one of t h e  Genera l ' s  c l o s e s t  a i d e s .  
Because t h e r e  were no r e l i a b l e  maps of t h e  Shenandoah Val ley  and t h e  
C e n t r a l  V i r g i n i a  a r e a  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  Hotchkiss had t o  be s c o u t ,  g e o l o g i s t  
and i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  o r d e r  t o  make h i s  maps. His campaign maps, now 
housed a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  of Congress,  a r e  cons idered  by C i v i l  War h i s t o r i a n s  
t o  be among t h e  f i n e s t  e v e r  made. 

It was a f t e r  t h e  end of t h e  war t h a t  Hotchkiss  r e t u r n e d  t o  S t aun ton  
and began s p e c u l a t i n g  i n  l and  and minera l s .  He a l s o  l e c t u r e d  and wro te  
e x t e n s i v e l y  about  V i r g i n i a ' s  geology,  geography and C i v i l  War h i s t o r y .  

, - 

I n  1888, he began work on t h e  g r e a t  expansion of h i s  house,  a s s i s t e d  
by t h e  Boston a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  of Winslow 8 Wethere l l .  It i s  be l i eved  
t h a t  much of  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  des ign  and d e t a i l i n g  of The Oaks g o e s t o  
Hotchkiss ,  who s u p e r v i s e d  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  very  c l o s e l y  u n t i l  i t s  com- 
p l e t i o n  i n  1890. 

The house i s  a  t r u e  wonder of V ic to r i ana ,  bo th  i n s i d e  and o u t .  
Defying conven t iona l  s t y l e  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n ,  The @ a k s l s e x t e r i o r  d i s p l a y s  
many elements  of t h e  Sh ing le  S t y l e ,  a l though  i t  i s  executed i n  b r i c k .  
The somewhat r e s t r a i n e d  f acade  b e l i e s  t h e  r i c h n e s s  of i t s  i n t e r i o r  
which f e a t u r e s  seven magnif icent  mante lp ieces  executed by l o c a l  c ra f t smen,  
tongue-ad-groove c e d a r  p a n e l l i n g  and wainsco t ing ,  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  windows, 

, b r a s s  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s ,  b u i l t - i n  cupboards and bookshelves and a  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  #3) 
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Ihe t h l r d  l e v e l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  bedrooms which open on to  a  huge 
c e n t r a l  h a l l .  It i s  l e s s  o r n a t e  t han  t h e  main l i v i n g  l e v e l ,  bu t  t h e r e  
a r e  two mante lp ieces  of n o t e .  The bedroom i n  t h e  r i g h t  bay has  a  
mantel  w i t h  D e l f t  t i > e s  sur rounding  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  opening.  At tached  
c o l o n e t t e s  suppor t  a  mantel  s h e l f  w i t h  d e n t i l  b locks  undernea th .  
There a r e  c o r n e r  b locks  and a  r a i s e d  c e n t r a l  p a n e l  i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  The 
mantel  i n  t h e . l e f t - b a y  bedroom has  sma l l  f l e u r - d e - l i s  t i l e s  i n  e a r t h  
c o l o r s  around t h e  opening.  These, i n  t u r n ,  a r e  surrounded by t i l e s  
d e p i c t i n g  b i r d s  i n  a  con t inu ing ,  n a t u r a l i s t i c  s e t t k n g .  Double e lon-  
g a t e d  f l u t e d  conso l e s  form t h e  s u p p o r t s  f o r  t h e  mantel  s h e l f .  The 
f r i e z e  c o n t a i n s  v a r i o u s  ca rved  p a n e l s .  

The o l d e r  r e a r  wing of The Oaks connec ts  t o  t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  i n  
a l l  t h r e e  l e v e l s .  I n  t h e  basement of t h e  wing i s  a  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  
opening,  which i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  room was probably  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
k i t c h e n .  The second l e v e l  of t h e  wing now c o n t a i n s  a  sma l l  k i t c h e n  
behind a n  a d d i t i o n a l  d i n i n g  room. I n  t h i s  room i s  a  very  s imple  
mante lp iece  which c o n s i s t s  of p i l a s t e r s  suppor t i ng  a n  undecoratad 
f r i e z e  and mantel  s h e l f .  The o r i g i n a l  s t a i r c a s e  of t h e  wing remains 

I I 
i n  a  h a l l  between t h i s  d i n i n g  room and t h e  newer f r o n t  a d d i t i o n .  
The t h i r d  l e v e l  of t h e  wing c o n t a i n s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  bedroom and ba th .  

i 
I 

The f l o o r i n g  of t h e  back wing i s  random-width p i n e ,  and a l l  of  t h e  
woodwork and molding i s  much s i m p l e r  t han  t h a t  i n  t h e  1888 f r o n t  

I 
! 

s e c t i o n  of The Oaks. I 

! 
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unique stand-up desk.  

What happened t o  Ho tchk i s s ' s  o r i g i n a l  house when t h i s  enormous 
"wing" was added i s  something of a  puzz l e .  There was a  house on t h e  
s i t e  when he bought t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1868; h i s  own 1870 map of S taunton  
bea r s  t h i s  o u t .  A l a r g e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h i s  o r i g i n a l  house 
appears  on h i s  1884 map which, because i t  i s  of t h e  same s c a l e  a s  h i s  1870 
map, a l lows  an  o v e r l a y .  Tax r eco rds  f o r  t h i s  pe r iod  r e v e a l  a  doubl ing  
of a s s e s s e d  b u i l d i n g  value i n  1876 and a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e  a g a i n  
i n  1884. Th i s  c h a l e t - s t y l e  r e a r  wing could have been b u i l t  around 
t h i s  t ime.  The main f r o n t  was e r e c t e d  i n  1888 on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  perhaps  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  p a r t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  founda t ions  i n t o  
i t s  own. 

Ho tchk i s s ' s  o f f i c e  was housed i n  a  smal l  o u t b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  r i g h t  
f r o n t  of  The Oaks; i t  has been demolished. There a r e  two o t h e r  ou t -  
bu i ld ings :  one i s  a  2-bay c a r r i a g e  house, now used a s  a  ga rage ;  t h e  
o t h e r ,  b u i l t  i n  two s t a g e s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  housed Hotchkiss ' s  g r av i ty - f low 
w a t e r  supply .  

The Oaks remained i n  t h e  Hotchkiss  f ami ly  u n t i l  t h e  1940s when 
i t  was s o l d  by Ho tchk i s s ' s  n i e c e  t o  t h e  mother of t h e  p r e s e n t  co-owner, 
Margaret C o l l i n s .  The C o l l i n s e s  use t h e  house a s  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  r e s i -  
dence bu t  a l s o  use  i t  a s  t h e  home of Thea t e r  Wagon, I n c .  Performances 
a r e  g iven  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  g round- f loo r  d i n i n g  room. 
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