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._FAIR -UNEXPOSE:, 

- 
DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  O H I G I N A L  I I F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank i s  a n  a t t a c h e d ,  o n e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  
o n  S t a u n t o n t s  main commerc ia l  s t r e e t .  It i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  g r a n i t e ,  
b r i c k  and  c a r v e d  l i m e s t o n e .  The r o o f  i s  f l a t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p r o -  
t r u d i n g  s k y l i g h t .  

The Bank was d e s i g n e d  by t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  o f  T. J. I C o l l i n s  L Son a n d  b u i l t  i n  1903.  One of  t h e  f i n e s t  Beaux-Arts 
d e s i g n s  i n  ' ? jes te rn  V i r g i n i a ,  i t  was b a s e d  on t h e  a n c i e n t  Roman Arch 
o f  T i t u s .  A n o t h e r  i d e a  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  may have  come f rom Bos ton ' s  
C a s t l e  S q u a r e  T h e a t e r  which  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  December 1894 i s s u e  of  
t h e  B r i c k b u i l d e r ,  which  was i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  T .  J. C o l l i n s  & S o n ' s  
o f f i c e .  

1 Using  t h e  t r i u m p h a l  a r c h  fo rm e n a b l e d  C o l l i n s  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  
1 t w o - s t o r y  s c a l e  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s  c i t h o u t  compromising 
f t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  t h r e e - b a y  f a c a d e .  The i m p o s t s  o f  t h e  

a r c h  a r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  above  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  The a t t i c  
s t o r y  a b o v s  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  a  p a r a p e t  w a l l  capped  w i t h  

: Greek a n t e f i x a e  a n d  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  c i r c u l a r  m o t i f  s e t  i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  
p a n e l s .  The t h r e e - ; : a r t  c l a s s i c a l  e n t a b l a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a n  u n d e c o r a t e d  i , f r i e z e  and  a r c h i t r a v e  and  e l a b o r a t e l y  c a r v e d  n o d i l l i o n  b l o c k s ,  egg- 

; a n d - d a r t  mold ing  a n d  d e n t i l s  i n  t h e  c o r n i c e .  

Semi-engaged ,  f l u t e d  columns,  of  t h e  C o r i n t h i a n  o r d e r ,  f l a n k  t h e  
c e n t r a l  a r c h e d  e n t r a n c e .  The l a r g e  w a l l  s p a c e s  be tween t h e  columns a r e  

, r educed  by t h e  u s e  o f  windows t o p p e d  w i t h  e l a b ~ r a t e  c a r t o u c h e s ( i n  t h e  
i l e f t  one i s  t h e  f o u r ~ d i n g  d a t e  o f  t h e  bank,  1865, and  i n  t h e  r i g h t  one ,  
I t h e  d a t e  o f  t h i s  b u i l d i n g ,  1903)  and  s m a l l ,  c i r c u l a r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  

windows s e t  i n  r a i s e d ,  s q u a r e  p a n e l s .  

The main e n t r a n c e  a r c h  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  egg-and-dart '  mold ing  and  
s u r r o u n d s  a  s e m i c i r c u l a r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  v~indov:. The d o o r  f r ame  i s  
h e a v i l y  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  c a r v e d  p a n e l s .  The o r i g i n a l  r e v o l v i n g  d o o r  i s  
s e t  b e h i n d  t h e  p o c k e t  d o o r s  which  a r e  t h e  main c l o s u r e s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  p h o t o g r a p h  of  t h e  bank i n  a  1906 news magazine ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  f a c a d e  a p p e a r s  t o  be t o t a l l y  o r i g i n a l  and  u n a l t e r e d .  

The I n t e r i o r :  
.. . , .  . 

The c o f f e r e d  p l a s t e r  c e i l i n g  was done by tha  B a l t i m o r e  f i r m  o f  
J.  G .  V a l l i a n t  8. Co. It c o n s ' l s t s  o f  12 squar;: p a n e l s ,  s e p a r a t e d  by 
beams d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  f l a t t e n e d  l e a f  m o t i f ;  2 boss  of  a c a n t h u s  
l e a v e s  a p p e a r s  a t  e a c h  of  t h e  e i g h t  beam i n t e ~ s e c t i o n s .  Each of t h e s e  
1 2  p a n e l s  i s  subdiv ided  i n t o  9 s q u a r e  p a n e l s .  The e n t i r e  c e i l i n g  i s  
d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a n  ove ra l l .  horieycomh p a t t e r n  ove r - l a id  w i t h  r o s e t t e s  
and f o l i a t e d  scro l lwork .  

( t o  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t t l )  
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SPECIFIC DA1 ES 1903 
B U I L D E R ' A R C H I T E C T  T. J. C o l l i n s  8 Son,  S t a u n t o n  -- 

STATEhlENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank h a s  been  S t a u n t o n ' s  most n o t a b l e  bank s i n c e  
i t s  f o u n d i n g  i n  November of  1865.  Its f o u n d e r  a n d  f i rs t  p r e s i d e n t  was 
G e n e r a l  John  E c h o l s ,  who s e r v e d  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
C i v i l  War. Due t o  t h e  postwar  economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  Gen. Echo l s  had some 
d i f f i c u l t y  s e c u r i n g  l o c a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  h i s  new bank and  had t o  j o u r n e y  
t o  B a l t i m o r e  i n  s e a r c h  o f  s t o c k h o l d e r s .  Here ,  he s o l i c i t e d  f rom many 
p rominen t  c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Johns  Hopkins and  Enoch ~ r a t t ( i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h e  Johns  Hopkins H o s p i t a l  was N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y ' s  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  s h a r e -  
h o l d e r  u n t i l  t h e  g r e a t  B a l t i m o r e  f i r e  of  1904 f o r c e d  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  s e l l  o u t  t o  S t a u n t o n  i n t e r e s t s ) .  Over  t h e  y e a r s ,  N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  
Bank's  Board o f  D i r e c t o r s  h a s  i n c l u d e d  many i l l u s t r i o u s  S t a u n t o n i a n s .  
One o f  t h e  most p rominen t  was Gen. E c h o l s '  s o n ,  S e n a t o r  Edward Echo l s ,  
who s e r v e d  i n  b o t h  b r a n c h e s  of  t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  and  was L ieu -  
t e n a n t  Governor  o f  V i r g i n i a  f rom 1898-1902. Edward Echo l s  a l s o  s e r v e d  
a s  t h e  Bank's  t h i r d  p r e s i d e n t  f rom 1905-1915. 

The N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank was o r i g i n a l l y  housed  i n  S t a u n t o n  a t  t h e  
c o r n e r  o f  B e v e r l e y  and  Market  S t r e e t s .  I n  1875, t h e  Bank merged w i t h  
F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  S t a u n t o n ,  b u t  t h e  name N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank was 
r e t a i n e d .  It was d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  t h a t  S t a u n t o n  e x p e r i e n c e d  
i t s  g r e a t e s t  p e r i o d  o f  growth  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  and  N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank 
grew a l o n g  w i t h  i t .  

The p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  i s  a  monument t o  t h e  Bank's s u c c e s s .  B u i l t  i n  
1903,  a t  a  c o s t  o f  a b o u t  $50 ,000 ,  no expense  seems t o  have been  s p a r e d  
t o  make i t  a  showpiece .  C r a f t s m e n  ware  b r o u g h t  i n  f rom B a l t i m o r e  t o  
make t h e  c o f f e r e d  c e i l i n g .  M a t e r i a l s  u sed  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n c l u d e d  
m a r b l e ,  b m n z c ,  mahogany and  s t a i n e d  g l a s s .  The f u r n i t u r e  a n d  f i t t i n g s  
were  b r o u g h t  i n  f rom C i n c i n n a t i .  

N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank i s  one of  Wes te rn  V i r g i n i a ' s  f i n e s t  examples  
of Eeaux-Arts  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The f a c a d e  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  o r i g i n a l  and ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n t e r i o r  h a s  undergone  a t  l e a s t  two r e m o d e l i n g s ,  t h e  u p p e r  
w a l l s ,  c e i l i n g  and  s k y l i g h t  a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  i n t a c t .  Most o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
m a ~ b l i !  p a r t i t i o n s  and  much of  t h e  mahogany woodwork s t i l . 1  r e m a i n s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  was r e p l a c e d  d u r i n g  one of  t h e  r e m o d e l i n g s .  
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7. DESCRIPTION -- - 
The 1 2 - p a n e l  c e i l i n g  s u r r o u n d s  a  m a g n i f i c e n t ,  domed s k y l i g h t  of 

stained-glass(approximate1y 10' x 3 4 ' )  e x e c u t e d  i n  g r e e n ,  brown, 
mauve, b l u e  and  v a r i o u s  s h a d e s  of  g o l d .  The f l a t t e n e d  l e a f  mot i f  i s  j r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  g l a s s .  

i 
I The t h r e e - p a r t  e n t a b l a t u r e  r e s t s  on f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  Cor in -  

t h i a n  c a p i t a l s .  The c o r n i c e  h a s  egg-and-da r t  mold ing  a n d  d e n t i l s , , a n d  
t h e  f r i e z e  i s  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  a  f o l i a t e d  s c r o l l  p a t t e r n ;  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  
i s  u n d e c o r a t e d .  I ( .  

Each w a l l  a r e a  d e l i n e a t e d  by t h e  p i l a s t e r s -  c d n t a i n s  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  
p l a s t e r  p a n e l  w i t h  a smooth o v a l  i n s e t .  The " f rame"  t h u s  formed 
a r o u n d  t h e  o v a l  i s  h i g h l y  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  honeycomb m o t i f ,  a  f o l i a g e  
c a r t o u c h e  i n  e a c h  c o r n e r  a n d  a  r o s e t t e  b o s s  i n  t h e  midd le  of each  s i d e .  
T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  p a n e l s  a l o n g  e a c h  of  t h e  two s i d e  w a l l s  and  t h r e e  on 

I t h e  end w a l l  o p p o s i t e  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  I n  t h i s  end wal.1, t h e  c e n t r a l  
p a n e l  i s  w i d e r  a n d  t h e  o v a l  c o n t a i n s  t h e  b a n k ' s  o r i g i n a l  c l o c k ,  which 
i s  s u r r o u n d e d  by e l a b o r a t e  p l a s t e r  s c r o l l w o r k .  

The e n t r a n c e  w a l l  f e a t u r e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e v o l v i n g  d o o r ,  r e c e s s e d  
i n t o  a s o l i d  marb le  e n t r a n c e w a y  which  e c h o e s  t h e  t h r e e - b a y  t r i u m p h a l  
a r c h  form of t h e  b a n k ' s  e x t e r i o r .  The p i l a s t e r s ,  a t t i c  s t o r y  and 
t h r e e - p a r t  e n t a b l a t u r e  a r e  a l l  u n d e c o r a t e d .  Above t h i s  marb le  1 

e n t r a n c e ,  wh ich  i s  f l a n k e d  by a n  o f f i c e  on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  i s  t h e  semi-  
c i r c u l a r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  window s u r r o u n d e d  by egg-and-dar t  mold ing .  
The s m a l l  c i r c u l a r  s t a i n e d - g l a s s  e indsivs  above  t h e  two f l a n k i n g  1 
o f f i c e s  a r e  s u r r o u n d e d  by e l a b o r a t e  f o l i a g e  p l a s t e r  s c r o l l w o r k .  

O f  t h e  two s i d e  o f f i c e s ,  o n l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  s t i l l  
r e t a i n s  t h s  mahogany e n c l o s u r e .  Again,  egg-and-dar t  r11oldi.ng o c c u r s  
i n  t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e .  The f r i e z e  h a s  a  f l e u r - d e - l i s  d e s i g n , a n d  t h e  
p i l a s t e r s  have  I o n i c  c a p i t a l s  and  r i b b o n  a n d  whea-t-ear  d r o p  c a r v i n g s .  
The m i r r o r e d  d o o r  a l s o  h a s  egg-and-da r t  mo ld ing .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  i n t e r i o r  h a s  been  remodeled  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e ,  most of I 

t h e  m a t e r i a l  above  head  Leve l  i s  s t i l l  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e .  The 
m a j o r  changes  have been  t h e  f l o o r  arid t h e  t e l l e r  c a g e s .  The o r i g i n a l  

I . 
f l o o r  of hexagona l  t i l e s  h a s  been r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  p l . a i n e r  one of  
r e c t a n g u l a r  s t o n e  b l o c k s .  A p h o t o  t a k e n  i n  t h e  mid-1920's  shows t h e  

i 
I 

o r i g i n a l  t e l l e r  c a g e s  r u n n i n g  a round  t h r e e  w a l l s  i n  a  "U" s h a p e .  
Those a l o n g  t h e  l e f t  w a l l  have  been  rcmoved c o m p l e t e l y  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  
lobby  and t o  g r a n t  a  more s p a c i o u s  en t r anceway  t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  

( t o  c o n l i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  : !2) I 
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7. D : . : S C X I y T I ~  

T r u s t  D e p a r t m e n t ( t h i s  b u i l d i n g  was a l s o  d e s i g n e d  by t h e  f i rm of T. J. - C o l l i n s  & Son i n  1 9 2 2 ) .  l h e  r ema in ing  t e l l e r  s p a c e s  a l o n g  t h e  r i g h t  
vial1 and  f a r  w a l l  s t i l l  have t h e  w a i s t - h i q h  marble  p a r t i t i o n s ,  b u t  
t h e  e l a b o r a t e  g r i l l w o r k  t e l l e r  c a g e s  a r e  gone ,  r e p l a c e d  d u r i n g  one 
of  t h e  r e m o d e l i n g s  w i t h  much p l a i n e r  g r i l l e s .  

I 

1 The o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  had  a  s m a l l ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  s e r v i c e  bay a t  
t h e  back of  t h e  main room. T h i s  bay h a s  been  remodeled  a n d  e n l a r g e d  1 t o  accomodate  c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r s  and  a  d r i v e - u p  t e l l e r  window. 

"The N a t i o n a l  Val- ley Bank." S t a u n t o n  Daj.ly N e ~ , ~ s ( I l l u s t r a t e d  E d i t i o n ) ,  
i 

J u l y ,  1896 .  i 
" N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank."  The S t a u n t o n  ~ e a d e r ( ~ u g u s t a  County Bicen-  

t e n n i a l  E d i t i o n ) ,  A p r i l  16, 1929,  s e c .  5, p .  13. 

" N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank." -- S t a u n t o n  - The Quee:, C i t y ,  1761-1906. The 
D i s ~ a t c h  and  N e w s ( H i s t o r i c a 1  a n d  I n d u s - t r i a l  ~ u i n b e r ) . a u n t o n :  i 
Augus-ta P r i n t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1906.  ! ! 

b!atiorial V a l l e y  Bank A r c h i t e c t u r a l  D r a x i n g s .  O f f i c e  of  T .  J. C o l l i n s  
8 Son ,  A r c h i t e c t s ,  S t a u n t o n , V i r g i n i a ,  1903 .  

"Sp9ai;ing o f  E s t a t e s . "  S t a u n t o n :  McClure Cgnpany, I n c .  ( T h i s  i s  
a n  u n d a t e d  p r o m o t i o n a l  b r o c h u r e  p r i n t e d  f o r  N a t i o n a l  V a l l e y  Bank) .  

I 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description - 12-24 West Beverley Street 
L e g a l  Description - C&ty Engineer's Map #575, 1958. Block DD, Lot L+. 
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