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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {iF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Beverley Historic District in Staunton, Virginia is a compact, primarily
commercial area consisting of 30 acres and including eleven square blocks. Approximately :
150 buildings, of varying degrees of architectural and historical significance, are located ¥
within the district which is bounded as follows: on the north by Frederick Street; on the
west by Lewis Street; on the south by the Wharf Area Historic District; and on the east
by Market Street. Lewis and Market streets, to the west and east respectively, are both
transitional boundaries between the central business district and residential areas.
Most of the southern boundary borders onto an existing historic district, while most
of the northern bhoundary borders an urban renewal site. Beverley Street, Staunton's
"Main Street," bisects the dlstrlct in an east-west dlrectlon.

' The designation owes something to historical precedent as well as to existing
conditions., All of the area included in the district was already annexed by the city
of Staunton as early as 1786. The streets still follow the original grid pattern laid
out in the 1740s by the town's founder, William Beverley, and the county surveyor,
Thomas Lewis.

Built on a series of hills, Staunton has an extremely rich and varied skyline, an
unusual asset for a small town. This is a particularly noteworthy characteristic
since Staunton is essentially a low-rise city, with few buildings in the downtown
area rising above four stories. The dome of the Augusta County Courthouse, the old
YMCA's clock tower, and the observation tower of the Masonic Temple Building stand out
as focal points of the skyline. These landmarks are further enchanced by numerous
church spires in the surrounding neighborhoods. The hills are an integral part of
the town's fabric and contribute greatly to the picturesque quality of the landscape.

. Panoramic vistas are to be found from many of Staunton's higher elevations.

With the exception of parking areas, there are virtually no open spaces within the
district. As a result, landscaping.is minimal. The district is a compact, contiguous
. comnercial area, especially along Beverley Street. Here, except for the occasional
alleyway, the buildings are all attached with little variety in setback from the street.
The width of the streets is essentially the same as it was in the 18th century.

Despite the fact that Staunton was founded in the mid-18th century, the physical
remains of that frontier willage are, for the most part, gone. The commercial core
now consists of a well-preserved collection of 19th-century buildings. Most of these
date from the post-Civil War period, although several examples from the earlier part
of the century remain. As might be expected, these early buildings are of a simple,
vernacular style and are executed in local building materials such as brick or native
stone. ‘There are alsc a few non-conforming intrusions and some heavily remodeled
storefronts, but the bulk of the district's buildings reflect the styles of the
Victorian era. Facades run the gamut from early 1%th-century vernacular through the
Victorian-era revivals to the opulence of turn-of-the-century neo-classicism. The
predominant style is the Italianate commercial. The most abundant building material
is brick, although stone, terra cotta, concrete, and stucco are also used. The
prevalence of brick Italianate structures of two to four stories gives a sense of
cohesion to the entire downtown area. The few older buildings that do not adhere to
this formula (for example those that are taller, of a more exuberant style, or built
of a different material) serve to convey a sense of variety and diversity to the street—
scapes.

(See Continuation Sheet #18)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : K -
The Beverley Historic Dlstrlct in Staunton contalns a well-preserved collectlon of ¥
commercial structures comprising one.of the most architecturally and historically
significant downtown areas in the state of Virginia.  Although little except the street
plan remains of William Beverley's lSth—centurv village, the district as it exists. today
reflects virtually every phase of local 19th~ and. early 20th~century architectural styles
and building techniques. Further, it clearly represents the development of Staunton
from an early mill settlement to one of the Shenandoah Valley's leading mercantile.
centers.

In 1732, just sixteen years after Governor Spotswood's Knights of the Golden Horseshoe p- .

- first entered the Shenandoah Valley, the John Lewis family settled about two miles east of i“
what is now Staunton. According to tradition, this Scotch-Irish family was the first group -
of Europeans to emigrate to this vicinity, but others scon followed.

On September 6, 1736 William Gooch, Lieutenant Governor {and later Governor) of
Virginia, issued a patent for 118,491 acres west of the Blue Ridge Mountains to William
Beverle{ of Essex County. This land grant embraced a large part of present—-day Augusta
County. In order to fulfill the terms of his grant, Beverley actively encouraged settle-
ment on his tract, even to the extent of sending agents north to Pennsylvania and Maryland
to solicit immigrants. Most of these ecarly settlers were the Scotch-Irish, whose
descendants today make up a significant proportion of the area's population. Beverley
established himself on his land sometime betwean 1736 and 1745, probably by building a
mill, because in his correspondence, he refers to the settlement as his "mill place."

The first court of Augusta County was commissioned in October of 1745. Beverley had
already built a courthouse on his land in anticipation of this action. This rude log build-k
ing was the first of five county courthouses built on the same sité.? With the establish- K
ment of a judicial seat at Beverley's mill place, there arose a need for taverns and inns
to accommodate travelers. Within a few short years, a village began growing up around
the courthouse.

The first mention of the name Staunton occurs on the 1747-48 (not recorded until
1749) town plan laid off by Beverley and surveyor Thomas Lewis, son of the first settler.
In this plan, the area around the courthouse was divided into thirteen lots of approximately
one-half acre each in 1747; a year later thirty-one more lots were added. This land was
deeded by William Beverley for the express purpose of founding a town. Tradition maintains
that the town was named for the wife of Govermor William Gooch, Lady Rebecca Staunton (also
"Stanton"). In November of 1761, Staunton was incorporated by an Act of Assembly; it was
governed by a group of trustees until the first mayor was elected in 1802,

Local histories catalogue the Indian wars of the mid-1700s in great detail, giving
vivid accounts of the many confrontations between these early settlers and the native

(See Continuation Sheet #18)
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Beginning at a point on E side of N. Lewis St.; thence
extending 250" E behind 123 E. Frederick Street to W side of N. Central Ave.; thence extend-
ing approximately 200''S along said s.ide of said street to § side of E., Frederick
St.; thence extending 330' along said side of said street across N. Augusta St.; thence
extending 200' N along E side of said street; thence extending almost 300' E to W side of
N. New St.; thence extending 200' S to S side of E. Frederick:St.; thence extending 850" §
along W side of Market St. crossing E. Baverley and E..Johnson streets; thence extending
approximately 100' E from 200 E. Johnson St.: thence extending about 200' S bhetween 200 and
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P.0O. Box 2534 | - (703) 885-7676
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Staunton ‘Virginia

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the

criteria and p%%\onal Park Service.
STATE HIST ] R SIGNATURE

—t Y
nTLe Tucker Hill, Executive Director D;fi.TEF‘»!U‘\r‘r 2 '-J {379

_ Nireigdis Hlstoric Landmarks_ Commlssi on

FOR NPS USE ONL : :

GPO 892.453




FHR-8-300A
(11/78)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

6.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Beverley Historic District, Staunton, Virginia

CONTINUATION SHEET  #17 _ ITEMNUMBER 6 & 9 PAGE 1

REPBESENTATION IN EXTSTING SURVEYS

2) Virgimia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey

January 1979 State
Virgimia Historic Landmarks Commission

221 Governor Street -
Richmond, Virginia 23219

MAJCR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL BFFFRENCES

Gordon, Armistead C. Staunton, Virginia: Its Past, Present and Future.
New York: The South Publishing Company, n.d. (ca. 1893).

Hotchkiss, J. and Waddell, J. Historical Atlas of Auqusta County,
Vircinia. Chicago: Waterman, Watkins and Co., 1885.

Hotchkiss, Jedidiah. Map of Staunton in Augusta County, Virginia.
Philadelphia: Worley and Bracher, 1870.

Peyton, J. Lewis. History of Aucusta County, Virginia. 2d ed. Bridge-
water, Virginia: C.J. Carrier Company, 1953; reprint ed.
Harrisonburg, Virginia: C.J. Carrier Company, 1972.

Sanborn Insurance Maps. New York: Sanborn Map Company, 1886-1929.

Staunton (Virginia) Daily News Tllustrated Edition, July, 1896.

Staunton Deed and Tax Records. City Hall: Office of the Clerk
of the Circuit Court, Staunton.

Staunton in 1901. Chicago: The Levytype Company, 1901.

The Staunton (Virginia) Leader Area Bicentennial Edition, July,

1976, .

Waddell, Joseph A. Annals of Augusta County, 2d ed. n.p. C.
Russell Caldwell, 1901; reprint ed., Harrisonburg, Virginia.
C.J. Carrier Company, 1979.




FHR-8-300A

(11/78)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR

HERITAGE CCONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Beverley Historic District, Staunton, Virginia

CONTINUATION SHEET #13 ITEM NUMBER 7.8 PAGE)

7. DESCRIPTION

Detailing is profuse, especially in the less-altered upper floors. Heavily
bracketed cornices, decorated lintels and hood molds, stained-glass windows, classical
moldings, and elaborate terra-cotta ornamentation abound in the downtown area.

There are several buildings of outstanding architectural and/or historical merit
within the district. One of them, National Valley Bank, has already been designated
a Virginia Historic Landmark and has been nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places. OQther notable buildings include: the old YMCA {1890); the Masonic Temple'
building (1895-96); and the Augusta County Courthouse (130l}.

A number of buildings in the district were designed by architects, including all
four mentioned above. The most significant contribution to the architectural quality
of the downtown was made by a single architect, T. J. Collins, who practiced in Staunton
from 1891 to 1912 (see Significance for details). To have so many professionally-designed
buildings is unusual for so small a town.

Building space is devoted almost exclusively to professional and commercial use.
Most of the commercial establishments are located at street level, leaving many buildings
vacant above the storefronts.

The average building condition is good, with only a few structures needing major
repairs; and several are in excellent condition. A number of facades are currently being
renovated, using designs provided by Historic Staunton Foundation, the local architectural !
preservation group. Historic Staunton Foundation's designs are based on the xehabilitation
guidelines set forth by the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation.

WF

8. SIGNIFICANCE

population. However, it should be noted that, given the vast area of what was then
Auggsta CounFy, most of these wars and raids were far removed from Staunton's immediate
environs. Likewise, the battles of the American Revolution seem to have had little

direct effect on Staunton, as it was still very much on the frontier. There were, of
course, troop conscriptions and the well-documented incident of the Virginia Legislature's
meeting at Augusta Parish (now Trinity Episcopal) Chuxch while fleeing Tarleton's troops. 3

From 1786 to 1804 several annexations of surrounding land greatly expanded the
boundaries of the original town plan. By the turn of the century, Staunton was a proper
village that boasted a two-story stone courthouse, a parish church, a post office,4 and
a boys' academy. Local historian Joseph A. Waddell describes the appearance of the town
in 1797 as seen through the eyes of a foreign visitor, French philanthropist
Rochefoucauld:

{See CQntinuafion Sheet # 47)




Form No 10-300a

{Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USEONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE _ o
RECEIVED -
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 5
DAYE ENTERED

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
Beverley Historie Distriet, Staunton, Virginia

CONTINUATION SHEET #1719 . ‘,ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

Below is an inventory of all of the buildings comprising Beverley
Historic District.

INVENTORY
BEVERLEY STREET

The streets of Staunton were laid out in 1749 by Sir William Beverley,
from whom Beverley Street took its official name. Often referred to

as Main Street, this area, as well as Staunton itself, grew very

slowly until after the Civil War. It was during this period that most

of the buildings in downtown Staunton were constructed or remcdeled.

An 1877 map of the city indicates that 3 blocks of Beverley Street (from
Central Avenue to Market Street) consisted of a series of tightly grouped
structures. Most of the buildings in the remaining block (Lewis Street
to Central Avenue) were not constructed until the 1890 s, By the turn

of the twentieth century, Beverley Street was a bustling commercial k
center serving the town's residents and the surrounding areas. Post eard - |
and streetscenes from this era picture the street and sidewalks as being
paved in brick with granite curbstones. Most of the bulldings were
unpainted brick and displayed a variety of signs and colorful awnings.

A trolley line ran the full length of the street, from the Virginia
Institute for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind on the eastside to Thornrose
Cemetery on the westsids.

North side:
\%ﬂrz*'\ 117-123 West: brick, 1 story, flat roof, 4 bays. 20th—century

commercial structure. Ca. 1922. Decorative brickwork on facade
and sides of building.

A,

2. 113-115 West: Vacant.

105-111 West (Hoover House Hotel): brick, 4 stories, flat roof,
11 bays. Sullivan commercial influences. First 7 bays built

_? ca. 1893; next 4 bays being buili in 1894. Corbeled cornice
and arcaded, round-headed openings on 4th story. Designed by
local architect, T.J. Collins. 1lst and 2nd stories altered,
windows boarded up. '

P T T
it

g

,L‘ 103 West~{Putnam Organ Works Store): stone, 3 stories, flat roof,
4 bays. BRomanesque Revival. 1894. Round-headed openings with

(See Continuation Sheet # 20)




Form No. 10-300a

{Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : B )
RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES L
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

Beverley Historic District, Staunton, Virginia
CONTINUATION SHEET y2q ITEM NUMBER = PAGE 3

stained glass on 3rd story, rounded turret forms on each side
of building, 1/1 lights. Storefront altered. Originally store
for local organ factory which was one of the largest in the
country during this period,

101 West: brick, 3 stories, flat rocf, 4 bays. Sullivan commer-
4'{; cial and Romanesque Revival influences. Ca. 1892. Extensive
= brick corbeling in cornice, round-headed openings on 3rd story.
Storefront altered and windows boarded up. Designed by local
architects, Collins and Hackett. )

V%2

27-29 West (YMCA Building): brick, 4 stories with clock tower,
flat roof, 3 bays. Queen Anne influences. 1890. Molded brick
in clock tower; bracketed cornice; 3=story, round=-arched, central

W,Q opening; right bay formed by a 3-story, pseudo-. 3-centered arch.
First YMCA constructed in Staunton, the building originally
contained an auditorium, gymnasium, bowling alley, track and
library.l

-1 25 West: concrete, 1 story, flat roof, 1 bay. Floral motifs
- ' in cornice. Ca. 1890. Storefront altered.

1523 West (Gooch and Hoge Building): brick, 2 stories, flat roof,
13 bays. High Victorian Italianate commercial structure. Ca.

% 1880. Stylized brackets and recessed brick panels, 2nd-and 3rd-
story windows set in vertical recesses. Lion's-head motif on
corner brackets. 2/2 lights. Storefronts altered.

7-13 West (Masonic Temple Building): vyellow brick, 54 stories
with roof belvedere, complex gable roof, 7 bays. Eclectic mix-
q ture of c¢lassical and medieval details. 1895. Central gable
“ ' with Palladian window and terra—cotta emblem of Masonic order.
Elliptical arches in storefront openings (3 bays), fenestration
is varied. Third floor originally housed the Virginia Supreme
Court of Appeals. I.E.A. Rose, supervising architect.

lnyoung Men's Christian Association,™ Daily News Illustrated
Edition, Staunton, Virginia, July, 1896, p. 9.

21pid., p. 40.

(See Continuation Sheet # 21)
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.~ terra-cotta facade, 2 stories, flat roof, 3 bays. Venetian

-

4lhe corner building was designed by local architects, Collins
%“and Hackett, ca. 1891, for H.L. Lang and Company, Jewelers.

1-5 West: smooth pebble and wire grill facade, 2 stories, flat
roof. 1966 remodeling and alteration of two earlier structures.

Facade materials and scale of present building not in keeping with |
the historic character of the district.

1-3 East: brick, 3 stories, flat roof, 4 bays. Italianate commer-§
cial structure. Ca. 1880. Heavily bracketed cornice. Hood
moldings over openings removed, storefront altered.

5 East (Racket Store): 3 stories, flat roof. Eastlake motifs
in elaborately carved cornice. 1893. Billboard aluminum facade
covers original front, only cornice can be seen. Constructed by
A.E. Harnsberger, local merchant, to aecommedate his dry goods
store.3 1912 streetscene shows original front.

7 East (Wholey Building)}: stone, 2 stories with twin towers, flat
roof, 3 bays. Venetian Romanesque Revival. 1899. Arched
openings in pilano nobile. Storefront altered. Designed by local
architect T.J. Collins, modeled after l4th-century venetian
warehouse. Built by William E. Wholey to house his liguor,
tobacco and cigar store.4 :

9-15 East {Witz Building): brick, 3 stories, flat roof, 3 bays.
Vernacular commercial structure, 1906. Quoins and classical
cornice, limestone sills and lintels. Storefronts altered.

17 East: brick, 3 stories, flat xroof, 3 bays. High Victorian
Italianate commercial structure. Ca. 1870. Decorative lintels
with floral motifs. Cornice details removed, 2nd-and 3rd-story
openings boarded up, storefront altered.

19-21 East (Switzer Building): brick with ornate architectural

Romanesque Revival. 1911 remodeling of pre-1870 structure.
Triple arched opening on piano nobile. Terra—cotta patterns
include egg. and dart, bead and reel, fretwork, dentils and
antifixae. Designed by T.J. Collins for D.L.Switzer, Jeweler.

3"The Racket Store," Daily News Illustrated Edition, Staunton,
Virginia, July, 1896, p. 22.

4"Wholey and Murphy, Dealers in Liquors, Tobaccoc and Cigars,”
Staunton in 1901, 1901, p. 12.

(See Continuation Sheet #22)
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23 East: 'brick, 3 stories, flat

roof, 2 bays. Vernacular

commercial structure. Pre-1870 structure remodeled at later

date. Bracketed cornice, 4/4 lights.
25-27 East: brick (Flemish bond),

Italianate commercial structure.

Ca. 1870. Bracketed cornice,

decorative hood molding over openings, 6/6 llghts. Storefront

altered 1947.

29 East: brick, 3 stories, flat
Italianate commercial structure.

above 3rd story. 2nd-and 3rd-story openings boarded up, storefront §°

altered.

101-105 East: 2 stories, flat roof, 6 bays.

western front with fake shutters,

roof, 3 bays. -High Victorian

lst-story cornice remains.

3 stories, flat roof 3 bays.

r.;.a.,ﬂ Iy

Ca. 1885. Hooded dripstones over
windows, stylized motifs in cornice, decorative string course '

completely covers ca. 1870 vernacular structure.

107 East: 2 stories, flat roof,

2 bays. Pseudo-western front

continuation of 101- 105 East Beverley Street. Facade covers
entire pre-1870 building except bracketed cornice.

109-113 (City Hall): brick 3 stories, gable roof with pediment,

7 bays. Neo-Classical Revival.

1927 remodeling of ca. 1877

structure. Pediment with city seal, Palladian window on 2nd -

story central bay, arched opening for doorway with fluted pilasters
and broken pediment, rusticated lst story.

remodeled 1884 for Opera House.
local architects, T.J. Collins &

1927 remodeling designed by
Son.

11% East: brick, 2‘stories, flat roof, 3 bays. Italianate

commercial structure. Ca. 1875.
in cornice, 2/2 lights topped by
altered

119-121 East (0Odd Fellows Hall):

Ornately carved double brackets

arched hood molds. Storefront

brick with stucco and timber

framing facade, 4 stories, flat roof with steeply pitched hip
roof section, 4 bays. Mid-20th century remodeling of ca. 1895
Chateauesque structure. Original roof cresting, finial and

patterned slate shingles remain.
local architect, T.J. Collins.

Original building designed by

(See Continuation Sheet #23)

Brick with pseudo-
mansard roof, and barn siding

Originally Grange Hall,
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