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St. John's stands in  a churchyard denizened by gnarled cedars, 
sycamores and boxwood above a pond formed by Cedar Creek on the  north 
s ide  of Route 125, a l i t t l e  more than a mile ea s t  of t h e  v i l l age  of 
Chuckatuck. The building is not  oriented east-west a s  a r e  most colonial  
churches; instead its chancel i s  oriented t o  t he  northeast .  The 
br ick building measures 60'10" x 30'6" on the outs ide,  and has 27" 
thick walls. Although it or ig ina l ly  had clipped gables, the building 
is now covered by a s teep ly  pitched gable roof with sFplple box cornice. 
The apex of bo th .  the present gables i s  f i l l e d  in  with a l i g h t  colored 
b r k k .  The wal l s  a r e  l a i d  in Flemish bond with glazed headers above 
and below the bevelled water t ab le ,  although the glazing is more 
regular on t h e  west wall. Rubbed br ick  suggest quoins a t  the  corners 
and mark e l l  o r ig ina l  jambs, arches and the  p i l a s t e r s  a t  t he  w e s t  
doorway. Queen c losers  a r e  employed s t  t h e  k n e r s  and occur irregu- 
l a r l y  a t  the openings of windows and doors. Marked br ick include 
those incised "AH-17" and "M-53" high on the  southeast wall ,  repre- 
senting Anthony and Esther Holladay who gave the land f o r  t he  church, 
as  well a s  those incised "AG" and "CH", a l s o  on the  southeast wall. 
There a r e  four l a rge  windows with rounded arches in both the northwest 
and southeast walls,  and one smaller window i n  the northaast:: end. 
A small c i r cu l a r  window high in the southwest gable has been f i l l e d  
in  with cement. The two o r ig ina l  windows in  t he  chancel have been 
bricked up, and a windaw replaces the  southeast  doorway. The molded 
br ick  pediment which sure ly  adorned the  southwest doorway id missing, 
although the p i l a s t e r s  remain in place. . . . . .  

The in t e r io r  of the church was replaced i n  1888 with wood 
panell ing by William Whitney. The ra ised and panelled chancel in  the  
northeast  is framed by a lancet7arch and is flanked b two dressing 
rooms entered by doors in the  s ides  of t h e  chancel. %e wells are. - 
completely panelled in diagonal tongue-and-groove panelling. The 
three-plane c e i l i n g  is panelled in  tongue-and-groove board arranged 
in a herringbone pattern.  The rooe t ru s ses  a t e  believed t o  b e  
or iginal .  The ga l le ry  in  the southwest end dates  from about 1870. 
The colonial  18" square pink-brown sandatone flagstones remain in 
.the nave, although the f loor ing  underneath has h e n  replaced. 
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Nansemond County was formed in 1636 a s  New Norfolk County 
and received i ts  present name, an Indian word meaning "fishing point  
o r  anglew, in  1645. In 1642/3 the  county was divided in to  t h r e e  
separate  Parishes: the  West Parish was knom a s  Chuckatuck and the  
East Par ish a s  Lower Parish. These two were united t o  form Suffolk 
Par i sh  i s  1725. Chuckatuck Church,originally the  par i sh  church of 
Chuckatuck and l a t e r  was incorporated i n t o  Suffolk  Parish. is 
the  t h i rd  church a t  t h i s  s i t e .  The f i r s t  church, bu i l t  c i rca .  1643, 
stood just beyond the  entrance t o  the  present church. The second 
church stood t o  t he  southeast  of t he  present church, completed in 
1755. After deciding i n  1751 t o  replace the  building,  t h e  ves t ry  
advertized in  the  V i ~ g i n i a  Gazette, April  24, 1752, "To be LET the 
Building of a new Brrck Church in Suffolk Par ish near the  old one 
in  Chuckatuck....'*. After t he  vest ry  accepted the  new building,  it 
ordered the  warden "to adver t ize  the  Pul l ing down of t he  Old Church 
and Clearing the  Yard." 

Chuckatuck Church was abandoned a f t e r  the  Revolution and. 
the  resu l t ing  Disestablishment, but it was repaired and returned 
t o  service  in 1826. In  1828, in accordance with t he  p o p u l a ~  cus- .. 
tom of renaming colonial  churches a f t e r  s a i n t s ,  the  church was 
dedicated t o  S t .  John. It is said  thatFederal Troops used t h e  - 
church a s  a s t ab l e  during t he  War Between the  S ta tes .  After the  
War the  bui lding was once more restored t o  use. The present 
i n t e r io r  appearance is thought t o  der ive  la rge ly  from the reno- 
vat ions  ca r r i ed  out by W i l l i a m  Whitney in 1888. 

With i t s  beau t i fu l  glazed header Flemish bond brickwork, 
St .  John's Church is an important example of t he  r e c t i l i n e a r  form 
of Virginia 's  colonial  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a rch i tec ture ,  and is unusual 
because it does no t  have the normel east-west or ienta t ion.  St .  
John's is remembered a s  t he  church whose vest ry  challenged Gov. 
Francis Nicholson's claim t o  the  au thor i ty  of induction of m i n l t e r s  
and the  aupply of vacancies. 
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