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1. Name 
(DHL F i l e  No. 133-72) 

~ -. ~ ~- 

and or common S u f f o l  k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

2. Location 

street 8 number 62 acres o f  commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  p r c p e r t y  N/Anotfor ublication . ~ ~ .--p-..-p-..p ~ f ~eefontinuati-sheet--*dS---------- . - ~ . . ,  
S u f f o l  k . . city, town 

N/A . . . - vlclnlty of 
- . 

state 
V i r g i n i a  

code 
5 1  county (t i  t y )  code 

806 

3. Cllassification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X -district -- public _& occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(s) - private - unoccupied 2 commercial - park 
-- structure X both w o r k  in progress 2 educationai . A  private residence 
. site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious 
-object - -  in process - ves: restricted ..X government X - scientific . ~ - 

_ being considered _.? yes: unrestricted -industrial X - transportation 

N/A .- no military 
X -other: S o c i a l / C u l  t ~ r i  

4. Owner of Property 

name Mu1 t i p l e  O w ~ e r s  .- 

street 8 number N/A 
~~ . i + h d e  

city, town S u f  f o l  k N / O .  ~ c ~ n ~ t y  . . of state \ I i r ? i n i a  ?3034 
- 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Su-Ffolk M u n i c i p a l  S u i l d i n g  

-- 

street 8 number 
411 Marke t  S t r e e t  

- - 

f i t ~ .  town S u f f o l  k  state V i r g i n i a  23434 
-.-2. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
( 1  J O i v i s i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  Landmark; (See C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet # '  

title Survey ( F i l e  NO. 133-72) has this property been determined eligible? .-yes X.  no - - ~ 

date May, 1086 -- -- -- 
f e d e r a l  . X state -county - local 

depository torsurvey records D i v i s i o n  of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks, 221 Governor S t r e e t  ~ - -~ .~  ~~~.~ ~- ... ~- ---. ~ .. .- 

city, town Richmond ~~ - -- state V i r g i n i a  23219 ~ 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one 
X 

Check one 
2 excellent deteriorated -- unaltered X.  original site 
_li good ruins 2 altered moved date N/A 
_1( fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The S u f f o l k  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  l oca ted  i n  the City pi' 9 ~ f f o l l :  i n  southeastern 
V i r g i n i a .  The City o f  S u f f o l k  now comprises a l l  o f  what was Nansemond County. The 
ac tua l  City o f  S u f f o l k  i s  s i t u a t e d  most ly  south o f  t he  Nansemond R ive r  and i s  conf ined 
on the west by Lake K i l b y  and Lake Meade, and on the eas t  '-!I the Great Dismal Swamp. 
The phys ica l  c i t y  area a l s o  extends, t o  a  l i m i t e d  degree, % s t  a long Route 58. The 
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  l oca ted  south o f  the Seaboard Coast L i n e  Ra i l r oad  t racks  and n o r t h  
o f  Washington S t r e e t .  I t  i s  centered approximately around the  Nor th  Main S t r e e t  area 
t h a t  was annexed t o  "Old Town" a f t e r  1785. Most o f  the D i s t r i c t  i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  w i t h  a  
l?r;e area eas t  of Nor th Ma in -S t ree t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  known as "New Town." There are 234 
c o n t r i 5 u t i n g  Su i l f l i i l gs  i.n the D i s t r i c t  and o n l y  17 noncon t r i bu t i ng  b u i l d i n g s .  Inc luded 
i n  these t o t a l s  a re  83 ou tbu i l d i ngs  associated w i t h  the pr imary b u i l d i n g s  o f  which 7  are 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i ~ g .  There a re  145 r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n ~ s ,  seven r e l i a i n u s  bui ld inc js ,  two 
educat ional b u i l d i n g s ,  two socia l /cu;  t u r a l  bu i  l d i  rigs, one governnkntal  b u i l d i n g ,  and one 
commercial b u i l d i n a  ar'iorl!; t i le  prjciar:! c o n t r i  t u t i n q  L u i l d i ~ i q s  ill t i le  d i s t r i c t .  

The D i s t r i c t ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  character  shows the evidence o f  S u f f o l k ' s  l a t e  
n ineteenth-  and e a r l y  twent ie th -century  development, the p e r i o d  d u r i n g  which S u f f o l k  
experienced unprecedented growth. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

RESIDENTIAL 

Su f fo l k ' s  o l d e s t  area i s  a t  the Nansemond R iver  f rontage.  S e t t l e r s  b u i l t  up a  
t r a d i n g  center  o r i e n t e d  tswards t $ e  l a r p f r  t rade centers o f  the James R iver .  A l i n e a r  
development occurred a f t e r  an a c t  was passed t o  e s t a b i i s h  a  town a t  Constance's Ware- 
house i n  1742. John M i l  per  surveyed l and  belonging t o  Je th ro  Surnner i n t o  one wide 
nor th-south s t r e e t  known as Main S t r e e t  t o  t h i s  day and two east-west s t r e e t s  known 
a t  the pe r i od  as Nor th  Cross S t r e e t  and South Cross S t r e e t .  On thc e a r l i e s t  map ex tan t ,  
Gray's so-ca l led  "New Map" of 1877, these s t r e e t s  a re  c a l l e d  F i r s t  Cross S t r e e t  and 
Second Cross S t r e e t .  One a d d i t i o n a l  s t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t  p a r a l l e l  t o  Main S t r e e t  t o  the 
west named Bank S t ree t .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough, t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  'Old Town" has 
l a s t e d  t o  t h i s  day w i t h  o n l y  one east-west s t r e e t  added much l a t e r  - Western Avenue. 
This  area known as "Old Town" i s  w i t h o u t  any doubt t he  o r i g i n a l  se t t lement  area. 

The H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  centered around the second o l d e s t  area o f  se t t lement  
c a l l e d  "Up Town" by James Andrew Riddick i n  F i l l m o r e  N o r f l e e t ' s  book S u f f o l k  i n  V i r g i n i a  
c .  1795 - 1840. "Up Town" was added a f t e r  1785 when John Granberry surveyed 33 l o t s  
(99 ft. wide by va ry ing  depths) .  The l o t s  were auct ioned i n  1791, when twenty-two were 
bought immediately and the remainder were l e f t  i n  John Granberry 's  possession. 

On Gray 's  map ofp)87j, i t  i s  apparent t h a t  the o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  on Main S t r e e t  were 
b u i l t  w i t h  f r o n t  -deb&&% Y T U S ~  w i t h  the s t r e e t .  Most o f  the s t r u c t u r e s  i n  1877 were 
small wood frame houses d a t i n g  from the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  the century.  Only f o u r  residences 
e x i s t  from t h i s  e a r l i e s t  pe r i od  o f  "Up Town." 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #1)  



8. Significance 

Per iod Areas of  Signi f icance--Check and  just i fy  be l ow  
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law sclence 
1500-1 599 agriculture - economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 X architecture education military social 

X 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
x 1800-1899 X commerce exploration'settlement philosophy - theater 
x 1900-  communication^ industry politics!government . X. transportation 

invention other (specify) 
~~ -- ~~ ~ ~ -~~ - ~ ~ ~- ~~~ ~- 

Speci f ic  da tes  1795 - 1936 
~~ ~ 

6u i lde r .Arch i tec t  
~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ various ~ - ~- ~- ~~ ~ -~ 

S ta tement  of S ign i f i cance  ( i n  one  paragraph)  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 
The Suffol k H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because o f  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  

and i t s  a s soc ia t ion  with s t a t e  and regional  commercial, i n d u s t r i a l  , and 
t r anspor t a t ion  h i s t o r y .  The d i s t r i c t  includes a v a r i e t y  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  desigiis t h a t  
span from the  l a t e  e iohteenth  century through the  1930s. The d i s t r i c t  
area was annexed t o  "Old Town' a f t e r  1785. While t h i s  i s  not  the  i n i t i a l  a rea  o f  
s e t t l emen t ,  because of severa l  f i r e s  north of t h e  d . i s t r i c t  a r e a ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  ~ l i s t r i c t  
contains S ~ r f f o l k ' s  o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  Federa l -s ty le  dwell ings.  The d . i s t r i c t 1 s  predomir~ately 
r e s i d e n t i a l  cha rac te r  includes Vernacular,  Federal ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  V ic to r i an ,  Neoclassical 
and Bungalow-style bui ld ings .  The North Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  conta ins  commercial spaces ,  
several  subs t an t i a l  l a t e  nineteenth-century churches, a Masonic Ha l l ,  a U.S. Pos t  Off ice ,  
and S u f f o l k ' s  o l d e s t  r a i l r o a d  depots .  In addi t ion  t o  the  Post  Of f i ce ,  t h e r e  a r e  two well 
preserved publ ic  school bui ld ings  from the  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of the  twentieth cen tu ry .  To 
the e a s t  and west of  North Main S t r e e t  a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods which con ta in  
dwellings b u i l t  by workers and cap ta ins  of indus t ry  during t h e  l a t e  n ine teenth  and e a r l y  
twentieth cen tu r i e s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  growth t h a t  centered  around 
lumber and peanut processing.  The Suffolk Hi s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  e x h i b i t s  a cohesive 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  f a b r i c  throughout.  

HISTORICAL PACKGROUN3 

The Town of Suffo lk  was e s t ab l i shed  by c h a r t e r  granted by the Vir~ ' i r i ia  Assel-ibly 
in 1742; however, i t  i s  believed t h a t  the  area was probably s e t t l e d  well before the  
beginning of the  e ighteenth  century and p o s i t i v e l y  by 1720 when John Constant b u i l t  
h i s  house and warehouse on the  south bank of the  Nansemond River .  Constant ,  l i L e  
other s e t t l e r s  of t h i s  per iod ,  sought t o  c r e a t e  an outpost  near an area  r i c h  with 
raw mater ia l s  t o  be s e n t  u p  r i v e r  t o  the  l a r g e r  t rad ing  cen te r s  on the  James River 
and a t  Hampton Roads. The pr inc ipa l  a r t i c l e s  of  t r a d e  during t h i s  period were t a r ,  
t u rpen t ine ,  s t a v e s ,  sh ing le s  and o t h e r  by-products t h a t  could be ex t r ac t ed  from t h e  
extensive primeval growth i n  and around the  Dismal Swamp. I t  was from t h i s  a rea  
known a s  Cons tant ' s  Wharf t h a t  Suffo lk  grew. I t  i s  believed t h a t  houses from t h i s  
e a r l i e s t  period of s e t t l emen t  were e x t a n t  a s  l a t e  as  the  mid-1950s on what was then 
ca l l ed  Milner S t r e e t  (now renamed Constance Road). In May, 1752 J e t h r o  Sumner 
designed f i f t y  a c r e s  of land t o  be l a i d  o u t  as Suffolk Town i n  Nansemond County. 

(See Continuation Sheet P60) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
B a l w i n  ' s  S u f f o l  k ,  V i r g i n i a  City D i r e c t o r y .  Char les ton ,  S.C. : B a l d w i n  D i r e c t o r y  Company. 

I n c .  - 1940. 

(see C o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  f70) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated p r o p e r t y d ~ ~ 6 2 a ~ r e ~  

Quadrangle name S u f f ~ l  3 VA 
UTM References 
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Quadrangle scale 1 :24000 
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verbal bqundar description and justitication The S u f f o l  k I i i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  comprised o f  m o s t l y  
r e s i d e n t ~ a l  s t r u c t u r e s  wh ich  range  i n  d a t e  f r o m  S u f f o l k ' s  e a r l i e s t  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
B r i t t  House, ca.  1795 t o  b u i l d i n g s  d a t i n g  f r o m  1935/36. The boundary a t  t h e  n o r t h  i s  t h e  
Seaboard Systems R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  wh ich  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  e x c e p t  i n  one s h o r t  a rea (See 

~ ~ - ~ 

L is t  a l l  s tates and count ies for  propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 
( C o n t i n u a t i o n  Sheet 671) 

state N/A code N/A county N/A - - .- - - - 
code N/A 

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A 

1 1. Form Prerr~ared BY 

nameititle Marc C h r i s t i a n  Wagner and R ichard  Laub 
. . . - 

organization N a t i o n a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  ~~ ~. I n s t i t u t e  ~ ~~ ~-~ date 8/1/86 

streetenumber N a t i o n a l  B u i l d i n g  .. Museum, Pens ion B ldg .  telephone -~ (202)  393-C038 

cityor town Washington, D.C. state N/A 

12. State Historic Preservation Qfficea Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national x s t a t e  - local - .- -. ..~~. 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature . -- 
I;. a  i ~ i l l  ! ! i r e c t o r  

title lli v i  s i u l l  o f  1 ; i s t o r i c  1.a11Ltlat-I:s date i iarcir 12, 1TL7 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
.- "" ..... 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Holland House Apartments 
DHL File No. 133-7 
Listed in NRHP 11/7/85 
Depository for Survey Records 

Division of Historic Landmarks 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 
The house at 227 North Main Street is referred to as the Britt 

House but is believed to have been the residence of John Granberry. 
This handsome Federal dwelling was built in stages with the earliest 
section dating to C. 1795 and subsequent additions made through 
mid-century. The house has a substantial stepped double chimney on 
the north end and a raised basement kitchen ell on the south. The 
centerpiece of this building is the fine Federal porch with fluted 
Doric columns, engaged pilasters and simple fanlight. The roofline is 
typically Federal and with tall Georgian dormers which include cornice 
with dentils. The present owners have made great efforts to restore 
and conserve this historical and architecturally significant house. 

Immediately south of the John Granberry house is 223 North Main 
Street the Myrick House, a small four-bay, early nineteenth-century 
vernacular house with a large central chimney. Beside the Granberry 
house, this assemblage recreates some of the scale of the nineteenth 
century. The third house, across the street from 223 and 227, which 
completes the only existing assemblage of early nineteenth century 
buildings in the District, is 220 North Main. This modest three-bay 
wood frame house has an exceptional porch which according to some 
local residents was rebuilt completely piece-by-piece. 

The building at 321 North Main Street is further north of the 
three buildings mentioned above and was built during the same period. 
It is situated on lot 33 of John Granberry's subdivision and was not 
one of the 22 properties sold in the auction of 1791. Here, like the 
John Granberry house, is a finely detailed Federal-style house. This 
house presently vacant structure has an unusually intact original 
Greek Revival porch with pediment over two large fluted Doric columns. 
It has a double stepped chimney to its south side and beaded 
weatherboard with rosehead nails exposed. This is the only early 
nineteenth- century structure with a complete raised basement in the 
District. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 
On Granberryls lots 2 and 3 once sat a large rambling structure 

which served a variety of uses. The northernmost part of the 
structure was built as a large residence by Richard Yarborough 
sometime between 1791 and 1802. This house measured 40 x 32 feet and 
remained until just a few years ago. After 1824, the building was 
used as a hostelry; by 1834 the building was called the Central Hotel. 
Sometime after 1836 additions were made to the original structure on 
the southern side. The whole complex was bought by Miss Sarah Finney 
in 1869 and became Suffolk Female Institute. Today 302-304 North Main 
Street is the remaining section of the Central Hotel addition made 
sometime shortly after 1836. While some remodeling has been done, the 
basic features are still evident; tall nine over nine windows that 
meet the roof plate, modillions along the cornice, Italianate brackets 
at gable ends and a large chimney. The semi-octagonal bay was 
probably added late in the nineteenth century. Nineteenth-century 
Sanborn maps show that the school had a covered verandah that ran the 
length of the building on the Main Street side. This would have 
hidden much of the raw exposed raised basement. 

There are only five residential buildings that date from the 
first half of the nineteenth century in the District. All of these, 
with the exception of 302-304, date from the initial settlement period 
of "Up Town." 

In addition to the five early nineteenth-century residences on 
North Main Street there are four other residential structures 
(excluding the large Suffolk Towers building which was originally 
built as the Elliott Hotel) that represent different style types. 

The building at 251 North Main Street known a s  the Richard Seth 
Eley House is the most elaborate Second Empire house in the District. 
Built in 1878, it is the oldest existing example of Second Empire in 
the District. This house shows an interesting fashion of Italianate 
detail married to a strong mansard roof with cresting. Porch dormers 
and window hoods all show a complex Italianate design approach and, 
according to one source, the bench at the entry was a section of a pew 
from the Old ~ethodist Church at 318 North Main Street. 

323 North Main Street was built shortly after 1900 and is a 
simple vernacular building. The porch has been altered several times 
but remains true to the original simple spirit. The side entry has an 
interesting door hood and the second-story porch door has an Art 
Nouveau flavor which stands out in contrast to such a simple design. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 
The simple Queen Anne house at 312 North Main is the only one of 

its kind on North Main Street in the District. Compared to the 
neighboring architecture it is more vertical and complex with a 
pressed tin clad hipped roof and tall corbeled chimney. It would be 
more at home on Clay Street which was developed at this period. 

Suffolk's Historic District has eleven Bungalow-style houses, all 
of which are architecturally significant. The building at 310 North 
Main Street was probably built after 1915 as a part of Suffolk 
College. From the street it presents a complex profile with broken 
roof pitches and multi-paned upper sash windows. It is the only 
Bungalow that is positioned asymmetrically towards College Court, as 
it wa's not part of the scheme. It does however still contribute to 
the Arts and Crafts style of the area. 

The latest phase of residential architecture in the District is 
represented by two buildings near the intersection of North Main and 
Bank Streets. The mixed use buildings at 167 and 181 are more 
appropriate for urban scale. The Jones Building at 167 North Main 
Street has the finest glazed terra cotta ornamented facade in Suffolk. 
This style alludes to some of the free-formed Classical vocabulary 
used in terra cotta work of larger cities such as Richmond and 
Washington, D.C. The Jones Building was built about 1925 and displays 
a focal center bay which was originally the entrance to a movie 
theatre. The marquee is still extant while the lobby serves as access 
to a rear parking lot. The theatre space was demolished within the 
last fifteen years. The elegance of this architecture is exemplified 
by the connection between 167 and 181, a second-story open air loggia. 

The Jones Building connects into the 8 stories-tall Suffolk 
Towers. Presently being used as an apartment house, the Suffolk 
Towers was known as the Elliott Hotel well into the nineteen sixties. 
A pamphlet published in 1922 showed a rendering of Italianate style 
design. The eventual design did not include tiled pent roofs or as 
many semi-circular windows but actually is a triumph of the American 
Renaissance architectural vocabulary with a conservative use of 
classical detailing onto shaft and a sophisticated cornice line with 
triglyphs and modillions. Along with two other tall structures (not 
included in the ~istrict) this imposing urban scale building dominates 
the downtown skyline and is a testimony to the final years of 
Beaux Arts-influenced architecture before the Depression. 

(See Continuation Sheet #4) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 
Sometime between the end of the Civil War and the publishing of 

Gray's New Map of 1877 new areas of land were developed to the east of 
North Main Street. Bank, Franklin, Pinner and Holladay Streets all 
appear with about twenty houses built by 1877. Most of this real 
estate was owned by John Franklin Pinner who had been in "mercantile 
business" before the Civil War but turned his attention to real estate 
afterwards. "New Town", as it was originally known was probably 
developed around 1870, judging by the date of its oldest section. 
Bank Street was apparently named after the fact that Bank President 
Col. John R. Copeland had his house at the end of the street which led 
directly to the Farmer's Bank of Nansemond. 

The House at 318 Bank Street and Holladay is the John R. Copeland 
farmhouse. This property was an extensive area to the north and west 
of the rear property lines of Main Street lots. This simple 
vernacular dwelling retains virtually all of its siding. The other 
major property owner north of Pinnerls "New Townu in 1877 was William 
P. Moore whose apparently large house and outbuilding stood across 
from Franklin Street on what is now historically known as the G. W. 
Truitt property (a new house was built in 1909). 

Within ten years after 1877, Pinner had bought land from both 
Moore and Copeland to extend New Town north giving Pinner Street its 
present day configuration and adding several new streets by 1888. The 
new streets were Grace, Pearl, and outside of the District-Hill 
Street, Central Avenue and Newport Street. 

The oldest residential structures in "New Town1' are situated 
along Bank Street, Franklin Street and the southern extent of Pinner 
Street. The most interesting aspect of this development is the mix 
between modest vernacular buildings with more impressive tlstylisticll 
buildings. 

On Bank Street, the modest dwellings at 212, 222-224, 309, 309$, 
310, 311, 312 and 318 are smaller because they are older, generally 
all having been built in the mid-1880s. The large structures such as 
numbers 133 and 210 are examples of simple design with Italianate 
elements but are more substantial in size. 

Bank Street is made completely unique in the District by having 
a concentration of Second Empire-style buildings. There are four in 
all, including the Holland House which is the only property in the 

(See Continuation Sheet #5) 
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District listed on the National Register. The Holland House was the 
residence of Edward C. Holland (1860 - 1941). He was mayor of Suffolk 
from 1885-1887 (when he built the house), served as a Commonwealth 
Attorney, in the House of Representatives, and was a Senator for two 
terms. This rather exceptional house has patterned slate work, dormer 
windows with surrounds, roof curbing and an elaborate porch. 

The Second Empire-style houses at 137 and 302 are more simple in 
design because they have not been restored. But they still retain 
most of their original character. Both are brick with stucco applied, 
and both have asymmetrical projecting window bays. The dwelling at 
137 Bank Street has an unusual loggia entry and simple dormer hoods, 
while the house at 302 has a large porch, shallow mansard roof and 
molded plaster work at second-story level. 

The Second Empire-style house at 223 Bank Street is a more 
unusual example. It is wood frame with a steeply-pitched, nearly 
vertical roof, projecting asymmetrical tower and generally simple 
Vernacular detail. 

The buildings at 219, 221, 310, 312 Bank Street are all simple 
versions of the Queen Anne style. The focal detail on all four is the 
attic window. In most examples there is a Palladian motif or 
pointed-arch window. There are a variety of materials including 
scalloped shingles, simple shakes, and modern asbestos weatherboard 
used throughout these examples. 

The old George W. Truitt house at 204 Bank Street stands where 
the William P. Moore house stood in the nineteenth century. Truitt 
was a lumber magnate who wanted to build the most impressive and 
substantial house in Suffolk. The structural system includes 24-inch 
steel beams with 18-inch thick brick walls. Truitt imported pink 
marble for the mantels as well as bringing an artist from New York to 
paint a mural over the fireplace in the stairhall. The building, 
completed in 1909, is the best example of American Renaissance 
residential design in the District. Replete with tall Corinthian 
columns, blind arches over first-story windows, a marble door surround 
and second-story balcony under the porch, the Truitt house also has an 
unusual Flemish bond; two bricks are placed lengthwise in the pattern 
and appear to be long thin Roman bricks (due to clever masonry 
techniques) . 

The Virginia Apartments at 301 Bank Street is another example of 
American Renaissance style. Built sometime between 1918 and 1920, 

(See Continuation Sheet #6) 
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7. DESCRIPTION - Architectural Analysis 
it exhibits a style type that was popular in larger cities such as 
Richmond. The building, basically a rectilinear massing, is given 
elegant character with a cornice and exceptional porch bays. With the 
Norfolk and Western passenger depot just around the corner on 
Washington Street, the growth of Suffolk seemed inevitable in this 
area of town. The Depression probably stopped this urban style 
expansion. 

In addition to the 1880s development along Bank Street, New Town 
extended south along Pinner and Franklin to Washington Street. The 
southern section of Pinner Street (the area below Bank Street) has 
most of the oldest houses on the east side of the District. These 
buildings are examples of simple wood frame construction reflecting 
the type and scale of building that could be found on Main Street 
before the Civil War. 

The houses at 111, 125 and 128 Pinner Street are extremely 
simple vernacular buildings with gable roofs, weatherboard and two 
bays. The rest of the buildings (5 more) have three bays and are only 
slightly more detailed. The most notable, if not idiosyncratric 
designs, are the buildings at 115 and 118 Pinner Street. Number 115 
has an unusual triple dormer which is continuous across the front roof 
while Number 118 has a cross gable, diamond window in gable end and 
presents a more spacious appearance with a wraparound porch. Most of 
the houses on this street were probably built sometime between 1870 
and 1885. 

Franklin Street is unlike Pinner which continues northward and 
shows later development. On this short expanse is an interesting 
variety of styles. The earliest buildings on the street are 
Italianate-style houses. All three, numbers 105, 116 and 118, are 
brick with stucco veneer. There is a good possibility that the house 
that once stood at 113 (now a parking lot) was a brick Italianate 
house as well. It is represented as the only other brick structure on 
Franklin on a mid-1960's Sanborn Map. The house at 105 Franklin 
Street is probably the oldest of the existing Italianate houses on the 
street. It is in good condition with its low pitched hip roof and 
simple cornice brackets. The porch is two levels with a balustrade 
on the second level. 

The recently restored Causey-Kendrick house, number 116, is an 
unusual Italianate house with a gable roof addition, built in 1882. 
It was the residence of C. H. Causey, the attorney for Nansemond 

(See Continuation Sheet #7) 
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County in 1886. It has details typically associated with the style; a 
molded cornice, cornice brackets, window hoods and a finely crafted 
porch with turned and carved woodwork. What is so unusual is that the 
addition is out of context with the Italianate style. It has a gable 
roof with cornice, cornice returns and attic vent in gable end. The 
property also includes a period two-story wood carriage house. 

Next door to the Causey-Kendrick House is another Italianate 
house emphasizing the ornament and scale of this style. Here we find 
the wide cornice with brackets, tall windows and stucco only in the 
front facade. All together, these well-kept Italianate residences, 
all built before 1885, create an unique architectural streetscape on 
Franklin Street. 

The next two oldest residences on Franklin Street are 114-114t 
and 122-124. Number 114-114k retains all of its original integrity. 
It is a simple three-bay, gable roof, wood frame house built sometime 
before 1885. The house at 122-124 is a curious fusion of Italianate 
and Queen Anne styles. One would suspect that this brick structure 
originally had Italianate roof lines instead of the steep hipped roof 
with gable dormers. The front elevation is a virtual copy of the 
Causey-Kendrick House, including molded hoods only above second-story 
windows. In any case, despite the modern simple square post 
constructed porch, this house has much character. The Queen Anne roof 
line, probably added after the turn of the century, has a Palladian 
motif window in its dormer. 

The remaining three residential structures on Franklin Street are 
all of the Queen Anne style. The buildings at 112-112t and 117 both 
have small towers and complex gable systems. Number 120 is a simpler, 
perhaps later, example of the style. Number 112-1124 has fishscale 
shingles in gable ends and a tripartite window on a flat sided oriel. 
The dwelling at 117 may be an older vernacular house that was 
remodeled later on. It has a basic L plan with a simple cross gable 
roof. A small tower was added as well as a full-length, two-level 
porch and pointed-arch attic window. With some Queen Anne-style 
details, this vernacular house appears more complex. The original 
section of the structure may date to the 1870's. Number 120 is a 
simple house with some Queen Anne-style detailing and Italianate-style 
details. There are tall windows and cornice brackets of   tali an ate 
derivation but the Palladian motif attic window alludes to the the 
Queen Anne style. This house might date from the 1870's but was 
altered later on. 

(See Continuation Sheet #8) 










































































































































