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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property 
[XI Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[XI Public-Local [XI District - 109 - 23 Buildings 
[ 1 Public-State [ I  Site - - Sites 
[ ] Public-Federal [ I  Structure - 3 - 4 Structure 

[ I  Object - Objects 
112 27 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing 
NI A Resources previously 

listed in the National 
Register 2 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter 
from instructions) categories from instructions) 

DOMESTICISinglc Dwellings DOMESTICISingle Dwellings 
DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwellings DOMESTIC/MUI~~DI~ Dwell~ngs 
DOMESTICISecondary Structures DOMESTIC/ Secondary Structures 
COMMERCYTRADEFJusiness COMMERCEII71ADWBusincss 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN/Oueen Anne 
LATE VICTORIAN/Renaissance 
LATE VICTORIANntalianate 
LATE VICTORIANlSecond Empire 
LATE VICTORIANISecond Gothic Revival 
LATE 1 9 ~  & 20* CENTURY REVNALSIColonial Revivals 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation: Brick Concrete; Stone 
Walls: Wood: Weatherboard, Shingle: Aluminum; Asbestos: Concrete: Brick: Stucco: Svnthetics: Vinvl 
Roof: Asphalt: Asbestos; Slate: Standing Seam Metal 
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[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

[ X ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark r in all the boxes that apply.) 

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

[ ] D a cemetery. 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

[ ] F a commemorative property. 

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(F.m"utcgmiu (mm irumctions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 
INDUSTRY 
TRANSPORTATION 

Period of Significance 
1785-1950 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Conpke if Cnlerion B is marked above.) 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 
NIA 

ArchitecVBuilder 
Unknown 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explainh d@fica~he dlh p o p n y  on om or m urmimuan sheers.) 
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6. Function or Use 

COMMERCETRADEFinancial Institution COMMERCmDE/Financial Institution 
COMMERCU~~~ADWSD~C~~I~V Store COMMERCE~IIUDUSD~C~~I~V Store 
COMMERCETRADWarehouse COMMERCETRADWarehouse 
GOVERMENTlCourthouse GOVERNMENT/Courthouse 
TRANSPORTATIONRail-related TRANSPORTATIONRail-related 

7. Description 

LATE 19" & 20' CENTURY REVIVALS1 Tudor Revival 
LATE 19' & 20' CENTURY REVIVALS1 Classical Revival 
MODERN MOVEMENT 
OTHER: Commerc~al Stvle 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The boundary expansion to the Suffolk Historic District includes 128 properties consisting of 141 
resources located in the blocks south of Market and Bank Streets. It is a continuous area encompassing a 
large number of commercial buildings dating from the early 20Ih century, small enclaves of residential 
buildings, several warehouses, banks, service stations, two depots, and one courthouse. A portion of the 
southern boundary expands to the Norfolk & Western Railroad eastward to Culloden Street. At this point, 
the southern boundary continues further south to include the buildings facing northeast along Washington 
Street on the blocks between Culloden and County Streets. The eastern edge is formed along County and 
Liberty Streets, and the western boundary includes the buildings facing Clay and North Saratoga Streets. 
Of the primary resources, 109 resources are contributing and nineteen are non-contributing. Five of the 
secondary resources, such as sheds and railroad tracks, are contributing and nine are non-contributing. 
Thus, of the 141 resources within this second boundary increase, 114 resources are contributing and 27 are 
non-contributing. 

This southern area of downtown Suffolk is defined by a variety of architectural styles and building types 
ranging from late 191h-century Queen Anne-style vernacular dwellings to modern commercial buildings of 
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the late 20' century. Along Clay Street, located to the northwestern edge of the new boundary, are eleven 
of the thirteen contributing residential buildings. The remaining residential buildings are situated to the 
southeast along Pinner and Liberty Streets. Many of the residential buildings in the second boundary 
increase are vernacular forms that lack stylistic attributes. However, quite a few of the dwellings feature 
details of the Victorian era, if only minimally, including the Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, and Second 
Empire styles. Commercial, industrial, and transportation-related buildings surround the residential 
neighborhoods, which historically dominated the area. These buildings are predominated in style by the 
Italianate and Colonial Revival styles, with single representations of the Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, 
Renaissance Revival, and Modem Movement styles. Like the residential architecture, many of these 
buildings do not exhibit any decorative characteristics to enable a stylistic interpretation other than 
vernacular or commercial. 

 ate-19'~- to ~ id -20 '~ -~entury  Architecture of Suffolk: 1890-1945 

Commercial buildings constitute the dominant building type in the second boundary expansion with a 
total of 97 buildings. The most common architectural style ornamenting commercial buildings in the City 
of Suffolk is the Italianate. Typically, as the style dictated, these commercial buildings are two or three 
stories in height, with a central entrance, elongated 212 double-hung windows, visually heavy lintels and 
cornices, and are topped with a flat or shed roof. The buildings are generally uniform in appearance, 
typically with pilasters delineating the edges of the first story. The cornice line is very important as a 
place for decoration on this style of commercial architecture, with visually heavy cast-iron cornices on 
definable entablatures. They were further ornamented with scroll brackets and motif decorations such as 
rosettes and egg-and-dart patterns. 

In a commercial row, the building at 147-149 West Washington Street (1900-1915) is an excellent 
example of the Italianate commercial structures found in the City of Suffolk. Standing two stories high, 
this brick structure is three bays wide with side entries on the fa~ade. The center bay on the first story 
holds a fixed plate glass window, and the second story contains three 212 double-hung, wood sash 
windows with wood sills and brick crown hoods. Above the window openings are inset brick spandrel 
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panels. Additional ornamentation commonly associated with this style and commercial building form is 
the parapet roof that features a brick corbeled cornice. These stylistic characteristics are also seen on 
numerous Italianate commercial buildings including 122-124 and 370-374 East Washington Street, 109 
and 125-129 South Saratoga Street, 177 South Main Street, and 116 and 121-127 West Washington 
Street. 

The most common building form noted in this second boundary expansion is the brick-fronted 
commercial structure. These buildings are categorized as commercial in style or vernacular. Examples 
can be seen in one to three story versions, with three to five bays on the fa~ade, and are capped with a flat 
roof behind an ornate parapet. The first story is a conventional space, with large show windows and an 
entry on- or off-center. Often, a second less detailed entrance to the side of the commercial space 
provides for passage to the second floor. The second story, usually not as uniform in style, commonly 
features oriel windows, brickwork paneling, and brick friezes and cornices either corbeled or in geometric 
patterns. Horizontal elements framed by vertical components, such as rowlock sills and stringcourses 
abutting multi-story pilasters, were often favored in this type of vernacular commercial building form. 

An example of a brick-front commercial building is located at 331-333 East Washington Street. Dating 
from between 1900 and 1914, the structure stands two stories in height and is four bays wide with a 
recessed commercial entry and a side entrance to the second story. The storefront has large fixed plate 
glass windows. The flush side entry is illuminated with a 1-light transom that is topped by a 6-light 
window opening. Above the first and second story windows are soldier stringcourses. The building is 
framed with two-story pilasters at the corners. The flat roof features a stepped parapet. Other examples of 
this building form can be seen at 120 and 122 North Main Street and 148-152 South Main Street; broad- 
front examples (typically one-story and two stores wide) are located at 207-211, 215-217 and 221 East 
Washington Street. 

Prior to the first decades of the 2oth century, stores were typically built together in rows, and often 
maintained a uniform appearance. Eventually, architects and builders began to construct massive 
commercial .buildings with modem building techniques and fashionable architectural styles to reflect the 
importance of the individual property owners andor occupants. Increasing the size of the store display 
was important to attract attention from people on the street, which created a fad for window shopping, 
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thus increasing store sales. 

Increasing the size and importance of the storefront display was accomplished by the application of new 
materials such as plate glass for windows and doors. Of the fifty-three commercial buildings built prior to 
1940, 47 of the facades featured large single-light display windows of plate glass. The remaining six 
commercial buildings from this time period either have boarded windows, no display windows on the 
fa~ade, or multi-light wood sash storefront windows. 

In addition to the new advanced materials used to lure in customers, many of these commercial buildings 
feature a central recessed entry. This form allows passerbys to escape the flow of pedestrian traffic in 
order to look at the storefront displays while covered overhead. A few examples of this form are seen at 
158-160 West Washington Street and 120 North Main Street. The commercial building at 158-160 West 
Washington Street (1900-1914) is two stories with a corbeled cornice, and three window openings on the 
second story with segmental arch lintels. The first story has a central canted recessed entrance with plate 
glass windows across the full-width of the fa~ade. The entry is recessed the width of one plate glass 
window. The building at 120 North Main Street (1900-1914) is similar to the former except the entry is 
recessed further back to the width of three plate glass windows. 

Other modem elements used to emphasize individuality were color and varying structural and applied 
materials. These features can be found on a number of Colonial Revival-style commercial buildings with 
tripartite facades andlor ornate brick detailing, multi-story office buildings constructed of fire-proof 
materials, and classically-inspired stmctures. 

The tripartite Colonial Revival-style building at 11 1-1 19 West Washington Street on the southwest comer 
of West Washington and South Main Streets is an excellent example of this individualism sought by 
property owners, architects, and builders in the f i s t  part of the 201h century. Dating from between 1900 

' and 1915, this building is constructed of masonry with a stretcher-bond brick veneer. The structure is nine 
bays wide, divided into three distinct sections. The center section is five bays wide and three stories high, 
and the two. wings are each two bays wide and stand two stories high. Colonial Revival-style details 
include the brick quoins, segmental-arched lintels, and the corbeled cornice featuring diamond-shaped 
ornamentation and bulls-eye motifs emulating a denticulated cornice. Emergence of large store-front 
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displays in the early 20Ih century are seen here with plate glass windows and doors applied across the 
entire facade. 

Similarly ornamented in the Colonial Revival style are seven contributing commercial buildings that have 
brick structural systems. These modest versions of the style display details such as splayed stone lintels 
with keystones, rowlock sills, soldier lintels, stringcourses, soldier-course cornices, patterned brick panels 
above the windows, and wood modillioned cornices. Examples include the buildings located at 125, 193- 
195 and 212-214 East Washington Street, and 209 West Washington Street. Each of these buildings has 
plate glass display windows on the fa~ade. The buildings at 209 West Washington and 212-214 East 
Washington Streets each exhibit the store's individuality with the use of varying brick color or inset brick 
ornamented panels. 

Listed on the National Register of Hjstoric Places in 1999, the imposing Professional Building at 100 
North Main Street was constructed in 1916-1919 as the American Bank and Trust Company Building. 
Displaying Classical Revival details, the building was designed by John Kevan Peehles, a Norfolk 
architect. It meets criterion A of the National Register of Historic Places as an example of a banking 
tower, a modem building form constructed in American cities during the early 20" century. It has also 
been recognized under criterion C as the first skyscraper in downtown Suffolk and for its use of modem 
fireproofing materials.' Rising seven stories, this building has a steel-frame structural system with a base, 
shaft, and capital form. It is covered with a granite veneer plinth at the base with a patterned brick veneer 
on the upper sections of the facade. The structure is three bays wide with a highly stylized central 
entrance accentuated by a round-arched brick surrounds detailed with a scrolled keystone. The first story 
windows are elongated, whereas, the mezzanine-level windows mimic their detailing and fenestration, but 
are half their height. Separating the base from the shaft on the facade is a wide frieze containing the 
inscription 'The Professional Building," which is not original to the building. The capital of the structure 
is separated from the shaft by a corbeled brick stringcourse and sits below a modillion cornice with wide 
overhanging eaves. 

The National Bank of Suffolk is the only example of a high-style Renaissance Revival building in the area 
included within the second boundary increase for the Suffolk Historic District. Dating from between 1914 
and 1920, this imposing building stands seven stories in height and is detailed in a tripartite manner. The 
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first story base contains a central arched entry flanked by arched windows, and is faced with granite and 
marble. Details include projecting molded watertable and stringcourses, egg-and-dart moldings, and 
pilasters with rosette capitals. The windows on the shaft feature decorative splayed lintels using 
medallion keystones. The uppermost story, placed beneath an elaborately carved cornice with wide 
overhanging eaves, is six bays wide linked together with concave-arched lintels and engaged groups of 
columns, with a rosette above each grouping. The heavy cornice features scroll brackets with a rosette 
and bracket frieze and bracket modillions supporting the corona. 

Located at 165-175 North Main Street, the Classical Revival-style Jones Building was constructed 
between 1920 and 1926. This two-story building is constructed of masonry with a stretcher-bond brick 
veneer. The building is composed of five sections with a central walk-through passage at the ground 
level. The second story of the center section is two bays wide and accentuated with bracketed crowns, and 
a boxed marquee awning sheltering the passage. Paired fluted pilasters divide the five sections, and a 
molded concrete stringcourse extends along the fa~ade. Each of the sections is pierced by 616 double- 
hung, wood sash windows. According to the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, the rear of this building 
served as a movie theatre. 

Twenty-one buildings are classified as commercial in style, reflecting their use, materials, and form rather 
than any given architectural style. One example of this is the Phoenix Bank at 339 East Washington 
Street, built in 1921. The Phoenix Bank was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990 
under criterion A as a representative example of the rise of African-American commerce in southeastern 
Virginia, and as the only African-American bank in Suffolk at the time of its construction. This 
commercial building is two stories in height and four bays wide of brick construction in a seven-course 
American bond. A concrete-block veneer with a stone block appearance covers the fa~ade. The first story 
has two separate entrances, one for the second story and one for the bank on the first story. The bank 
entrance is recessed and flanked by 1-light fixed glass windows. Above the entries is a row of five 1-light 
awning windows, which are capped with a metal frieze containing the text "Phoenix Bank of 
Nansemond." Two bays wide on the second story, the paired windows are 111 double-hung wood sashes. 
Above the window openings are inset panels and a heavy cast iron cornice that is visually supported with 
scroll-sawn brackets. Just below the stepped parapet on the fa~ade is a stone plaque that reads "Phoenix 
Bank of Nansemond 1921 ."' 
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Transportation by rail proved to be highly significant to the evolution of the City of Suffolk. The second 
boundary increase includes two depots, one platform, and three sets of tracks that represent this 
contribution. The vernacular depot located at 114-1 16 Poplar Street, lacking defining stylistic features, 
was constructed between 1875 and 1890. This wood frame building is one-story high and eight bays 
across with a side gable roof. It is raised on a wood post foundation and is clad with board-and-batten 
siding. The wide overhanging eaves are supported with comer brackets, and the roof is sheathed with 
standing-seam metal. A two-story brick addition is located on the northeast elevation. The addition dates 
circa 1930 and exhibits diluted Art Deco detailing centered with the verticality of the two story pilasters. 

The second depot, standing at 100 Holladay Street, is highly ornate with features common to the Tudor 
Revival building style. Constructed between 1890 and 1905, this long rectangular depot is constructed in 
five-course Flemish bond brick and is capped with a hipped asphalt shingle roof. One center-interior 
brick chimney features an exaggerated corbeled cap. This building is ornately finished with wood 
surrounds, sills, and molded lintels. Scrolled brackets and a boxed comice visually support the deep 
overhanging eaves of the roof. Two-story projecting bays with a front gable roof using decorative 
bargeboard rises from the north and south elevations. The three dormers contain louvered wood vents set 
within and are capped with half-hipped roofs. 

Another transportation-related resource was the service station at 166 South Main Street. This building is 
the oldest extant service station within the amended area of the historic district. Erected sometime 
between 1926 and 1940, the prominent feature on this small building is the large wood frame hipped-roof 
canopy extending from the fa~ade to provide shelter for customers and automobiles. 

Two warehouses stand in the area, both dating from between 1900 and 1914. One is located at 158 South 
Main Street and the second stands at 130 Commerce Street. Sited in areas not highly traveled by 
passerbys, both of these buildings lack any of the stylistic characteristics seen on many of the commercial 
or residential buildings. These two warehouses have large rectangular footprints and are constructed in a 
brick seven-course American bond with flat roofs and parapets. The building at 130 Commerce Street is 
two stories .high with a central roll-up door accessed by a brick platform. The warehouse at 158 South 
Main Street features a partially corbeled comice, a stepped parapet, and a rowlock segmental-arch lintel 
above the doorway. 
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RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS: 

The fifteen residential buildings in the second expansion boundary predominantly date from the turn of 
the 2othcentury. The dwelling at 117 Clay Street, dating from between 1895 and 1910, is characteristic of 
the residential housing that once dominated the neighborhood. Finished with details typical of the Gothic 
Revival style, this single-family dwelling is modest in ornamentation compared to high-style Gothic 
Revival archetypes, and displays only the traditional steeply pitched open-pediment cross-gable roof. The 
dwelling is two-and-a-half stories in height and measures three bays across with a side-passage plan. It 
sits on a solid stretcher-bond brick foundation and is wood frame construction. Like many of the 
dwellings in this neighborhood, the house features a one-story half-hipped roof porch that extends across 
the faqade. One interior-end parged brick chimney rises above the asphalt shingle cross gable roof, and 
the overhanging eaves of the roof are paired with cornice returns. A narrow opening featuring a pointed- 
arch, multi-light, double-hung, wood sash window perforates the open tympanum on the cross gable 
pediment. 

Two Italianate-style dwellings are located at 120 and 133 Clay Street. The former is a modest two-and-a- 
half-story wood frame house, dating from between 1895 and 1910. It displays scroll-sawn eave brackets, 
window crowns, cornice returns, and two interior-side corbeled chimneys. The windows on the first and 
second stories are 616 double-hung wood sash and a 212 double-hung, wood sash window is centered in 
the front gable. Above the single-leaf wood door, pierced by an oval-light, is a 1-light transom. The 
house is clad with weatherboard siding, sits on a brick pier foundation, and the roof is sheathed with 
asphalt shingles. The dwelling at 133 Clay Street is similar to 120 Clay Street in period, materials, form, 
height, and ornamental details such as the decorative eave brackets and cornice returns. The main 
windows on the f a ~ a d e  are 212 double-hung, wood sash. Measuring three bays deep, this house is capped 
by a cross gable roof with a centered gable on the side elevations. One interesting detail is the arched cut- 
away corner porch supported with a single square wood posts. 

A single example of the Second Empire style is found at 115-115.5 Clay Street, dating between 1895 and 
1910. This double-pile house is two stories high and three bays wide with a square-shaped footprint. The 
character-defining features are the mansard roofs seen on both the main block and the porch. The porch is 
supported with square wood posts with lace-like brackets and square balusters, and the porch eaves are 
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supported with scroll-sawn brackets. The first story has 616 double-hung, wood sash windows, while the 
second-story windows are 212 double-hung, wood sash with molded wood crowns. Wide eaves extend 
from the straight mansard roof, which is clad with variegated slate tiles. A large interior-side decorative 
brick capped chimney rises above the roof. 

The single-family dwelling at 131-131.5 Clay Street is the only residence in the neighborhood to feature a 
turret, characteristic of the Queen Anne style. This building, dating from between 1895 and 1910, is two- 
and-a-half stories in height and two bays wide with a side-passage plan and a side gable roof. Above the 
second-story canted bay window is the six-sided turret. The house stands on a stretcher-bond brick pier 
foundation and is constructed of wood frame reclad with vinyl siding. Across the full-width of the facade 
is a porch with a half-hipped roof supported by square wood posts and square wood balusters on the sides. 
The single-leaf entrance contains a wood paneled door with a fanlight, which is flanked by 1-light 
sidelights over a dado. A single-light transom marks the top of the opening. The windows are 616 
double-hung, wood sash. The overhanging eaves are visually supported with scroll-sawn brackets and the 
roof is clad with standing-seam metal, above which rises a corbeled cap brick chimney. 

More modest vernacular versions of the Queen Anne style can be seen in residential examples at 116 and 
129-129.5 Clay Street. These two dwellings each feature a front gable roof, turned cornices, 212 double- 
hung, wood sash windows, and sit on brick pier foundations. Other interesting vernacular examples of the 
Queen Anne style exhibit characteristics such as a wrap-around porch on 127-127.5 Clay Street, a side 
cross gable roof on the fa~ade on 131 Liberty Street, and turned posts and balusters supporting a one-story 
porch on 119-1 19.5 Clay Street. Each of these houses date from between 1895 and 1910. 

An example of the Colonial Revival style ornamenting a single-family dwelling is seen at 215 Market 
Street, dating from 1930 and 1945. This large two-and-a-half-story house is constructed in a seven-course 
American bond brick pattern, and is capped with a cross-hipped roof. The windows on the fa~ade  are 616 
double-hung, wood sash (there is one 111 double-hung, wood sash replacement window). Each of the 
openings have wood sills and surrounds. A half-hipped roof porch covers two bays in the ell angle on the 
facade, including the entrance. The porch is supported with square wood columns and square balusters. 
The entry contains a single-leaf wood door with a Colonial Revival-style wood door surround and oval- 
light. Centered in the two-story projecting gable bay is a 616 double-hung, wood sash window. The 




































































