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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The village of Holland is in the rural southwestern, section of the city of Suffolk, formerly
Nansemond County. It is located at the intersections of Holland Road, which leads north to
the former town of Suffolk (U. S. Route 58); Ruritan Boulevard, which leads west to the
neighboring town of Franklin (U. S. Route 58); and South Quay Road, which leads to
Beale’s Corner (State Route 189). Holland is bisected on the diagonal by the Norfolk
Southern Raiiroad line. ‘

The present community dates from the late nineteenth century when the Atlantic and Danville
Railroad passed through the area; however, the settlement of Holland’s Comer near present-
day Holland dates back to the eighteenth century. The economy in the village has been
based on agricuiture and the lumber industry since the turn of the century when its
population was several hundred. Today there are approximately 800 residents in the village.

As can be expected, the architecture consists of a variety of turn-of-the-century residential
styles, a smaller number of brick commercial structures, several industrial buildings along
the railroad, and two churches. Most of the buildings in Holland were built after 1910 when
a major fire destroyed a large part of the village, and there has been little new construction
since then. The seventeen noncontributing resources include recent dwellings, several gas
stations, a bank, post office, and modern metal storage buildings. The historic district of
Holland contains 107 buildings and sites that contribute to the historic character of the
village. The district is further enhanced by the numerous trees and attractive landscaping.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The majority of the dozen or so commercial structures in Holland are one- or two-story brick
buildings with some level of brick decoration around openings and in the cornices. They
are sited at the front of their lots next to the sidewalk and have a variety of storefront
arrangements at the first level. Stylistic influences include the Italianate and the Romanesque
Revival., All are located on South Quay Road.

The most original of these is the Dr. Job Holland Building (133-413) with its ornate
brickwork. It has arched openings, a corbeled cornice, a decorative parapet, and brick
quoins and retains much of its original storefront. Another example is the larger brick
building at 6704-6 S. Quay Road (133-419) with its two storefronts divided by a large
Romanesque arched opening, a form that is repeated in the parapet wall above. A smaller
scaled, one-story, commercial building is the former Bank of Holland (133-407) with its
arched openings and a later addition. Several of the other commercial structures have been
remodeled with mansard roofs added above their altered storefronts.

The railroad depot (133-414) dates from the early twentieth century and its design is typical
of this building type. It is a rectangular, frame, one-story structure with a hipped roof
whose eaves are supported by large, simple brackets. The structure is clad in German siding
and features a variety of openings that relate to its interior uses.

The district’s two churches are substantial brick structures erected in the early twentieth
century and both retain a large part of their architectural integrity. Their size and design
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reflect the prominence and importance of religious life to this traditional Tidewater
community. The Holland Christian Church (133-531) was constructed in 1918 and is located
along South Quay Road in the middle of a residential block. Its formidable design is 2 mix
of Classical and Byzantine architectural influences. It was built by R. H. Riedel, a German
immigrant who settled in Holland and reportedly had some architectural training in Europe
before coming to this country. Its five-bay brick facade is dominated by end entrances that
are sheltered by classical two-story porches supported by large fluted columns with
Corinthian capitals. The complex slate roof is capped by a large polygonal lantern. Beyond
the entry vestibules is the open sanctuary with diagonal aisles leading to the pulpit. Many of
the oak pews and much of the original wainscoting and woodwork remain, as does the
coffered ceiling,

The Holland Baptist Church is located on Holland Road and represents the other major
denomination in the region. The church was constructed in 1952 at the cost of $26,500 and
exhibits English Gothic influences in a variety of its arched openings. Parts of its gables and
parapet walls are clad in slate above brick walls. Its plan is similar to the Holland Christian
Church with corner vestibules, diagonal aisles, and an open sanctuary.

One of the earliest houses in the district is the William T, Holland farmhouse at 6501
Holland Road (133-429). This frame, three-bay, side-passage-plan dwelling with a gable
roof was built between 1860 and 1880. It has a shouldered end chimney, a typical Tidewater
feature carried over from earlier periods, as well as two rear ells. Several outbuildings
survive on the large lot and include a carbide hose and a frame barn with shed additions. A
very similar later example of the same form is the dwelling located at 104 Tree Lane (133-
417). The frame houses at 6715 South Quay Road (133-389) and at 6601 Holland Road
(133-482) have the same gable roof and side entry but with only one- or two-room plans.
Also they have interior chimneys, cornice returns in their gable ends, and--unlike the earlier
examples--only two bays. A variation of this type is the one- or two-room plan with two
bays, side entry, and a hipped roof. One of the most original of this type is the house at
6523 Holland Road (133-483).

Several variations of the typical frame I-house with its three bays and central-passage, single-
pile plan survive in Holland, although this plan type is dominant in the surrounding rural
areas. The Robert Johnson House at 6615 Holland Road (133-477) shows this house type in
its simplest form, although the front porch has been removed. Two of the [-houses have a
central roof gable including 100 Tree Lane (133-415) and 6610 Holland Road (133-423); the
latter which has a hipped roof as well. One of the most ornate of the Holland I-houses is the
Ned Holland House located at 102 Tree Lane (133-416). It is distinguished by a two-story
front gallery with carved brackets and turned balusters.

Holland has several examples of the frame, two-story T- or L-plan houses that were locally
popular building types in the late nineteenth century and seen in Holland after the 1910 fire.
The joiner House at 6739 South Quay Road (133-393) is a good early example of a T-plan
house with bracketed gables and returned cornices in both the facade end and side of its
wing. Its exterior retains much of its integrity and shows Italianate influences in its

~ bracketed bay window and decorated front porch. R. H. Riedel, the local builder of the
Holland Christian Church, constructed a residence for himself at 6736 South Quay Road
(133-400). This L-plan dwelling is noteworthy for its decorative bargeboards, trademark
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three-part attic windows, and a curious, but ornate, second-story gallery that perches on top
of the first-floor front porch.

Another style found in Holland is the Victorian-era style known as Queen Anne. These
dwellings can be identified by their complex massing, roofs, and floor plans. Wraparound
porches, window bays, and protruding gables are trademarks of this style. A typical and
original example is the Joiner-Salton House at 6606 Holland Road (133-424) with its
wraparound porch, combination gable and hipped roof, and projecting bays. A large, frame,
Queen Anne house is the J. K. P. Daughtry House built after the fire at 6007 Holland Road
(133-479). Its features include a classically inspired wraparound porch and a prominent
Palladian-styled window in the facade gable.

For a community of its size, Holland has an unusual number of large American Foursquare
houses executed in brick. Most are located on South Quay Road, date from 1915 to 1920,
and reflect the opportunity for Holland’s wealthier citizens to exhibit their up-to-date
architectural tastes. They all have large square proportions, hipped roofs with broad eaves
and exposed rafter ends, large hip-roofed dormers containing multiple windows, and full-
length front or wraparound porches. One interesting example is the residence at 6740 South
Quay Road (133-401) that Abraham T. Holland had built for his daughter and son-in-law. It
has an Ionic-columned front porch and side porte-cochere. Another example of the large-
scaled, brick American Foursquare can be found at 6745 Ruritan Boulevard (133-667). Set
back on a landscaped corner lot at Jolly Lane, this dwelling features the trademark square
proportions, hipped roof, paired windows, large roof dormer, and a partial wraparound front
porch with its end bay screened in. A smaller and more representative example of this
national style is the residence at 6735 Ruritan Boulevard (133-663) with its combination of
weatherboard and shingle cladding and its bungalow-like wraparound porch with tapered
posts resting on rectangular brick columns.

There are several bungalows in the village, all probably dating from the 1920s or 1930s.
The dwelling at 6616 Holland Road (133-421) is a typical example with its long and narrow
proportions, roof dormers, and a front porch that is incorporated within the main body of the
house. The frame bungalow at 6612 Holland Road (133-422), built for Frank Carr, has a
shallow-pitched, cross-gable roof, exposed rafter ends, and a front porch with a more
shallow-pitched gable roof than the main roof. Only the end brick columns of the porch
have tapered, squat, rectangular columns supporting the porch; the two interior, brick, base
columns have no tapered columns above. A third example is the bungalow at 6737 Ruritan
Boulevard (133-664), with its gable roof and large shed dormer. Its front porch projects
from the main block of the house and has typical brick columns supporting tapered wooden

posts.

The Colonial Revival was one of the latest styles to come to Holland; however, there are
several interesting examples worth noting. Boxwood Farm is set back on a large landscaped
lot at 6512 Holland Road (133-630) and replaced an earlier structure on the property. The 2
1/2-story brick residence is a sophisticated design with its semicircular entry portico with
Roman Doric columns and a classical balustrade. It has a variety of round-arched openings
including windows that are set within gable-roofed dormers. Another similarly scaled
example is the frame dwelling at 6506 Holland Road (133-671), with its five-bay main block
and one-story wings. It has a one-story, gable-roofed, entry portico supported by Roman
Doric columns and pilasters. An elliptical fanlight and sidelights complete the entrance
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composition. Tall proportions, gable-roofed dormers, shouldered, brick, exterior, end
chimneys, and louvered blinds are additional elements that help identify this style.

For a community of village scale, it is evident that Holland has a textbook sampling of
domestic architecture forms and styles dating from the late nineteenth through the early
twentieth centuries. Despite this variety, there is a sense of cohesion with the uniform lot
sizes, setbacks, and similar scale of buildings. With few new structures, Holland’s historic
district retains a remarkable sense of architectural integrity.

BUILDING INVENTORY
(* Indicates noncontributing properties)

Grainery Street

6605 Grainery St. :
133-638: Residential; ca. 1920-1940; wood frame with artificial siding; 1 story; 3 bays; metal, gable roof;
interior corbeled flues; rear addition; vernacular cottage.

6607 Grainery St.
133-644: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 story; 3 bays; symmetrical facade;
metal, gable roof; exterior, corbeled chimney; rear ell with porch; vernacular cottage. _

Holland Road

6500 Holland Rd. .

133-674: Residential; ca. 1935-1950; brick veneer; 1 and 1/2 story; 7 bays, symmetrical facade; composition
shingle, gable roof; interior chimney; roof dormers; Classically inspired vernacular one-story gable-roofed entry
portico with double Roman Doric columns set on brick columns; Colonial Revival.

-frame double garage.

6501 Holland Rd.

133-429: Residential; ca. 1860-1880; frame; 2 stories with 2-story and I-story ells; 3 bays; metal gable roof;
exterior end chimney; I-story, pedimented, entry porch (replacement?) vernacular side-passage-plan farmhouse;
retains large lot with outbuildings; built for William T. Holland; only rural complex within district.

-brick carbide or smokehouse.

-frame barn with shed additions.

-*foundations of a recent playhouse.

-remaining chimney from a demolished kitchen.

6502 Holland Rd. :
*133 : Residential; ca. 1960-1980 brick rancher; noncontributing.

6504 Holland Rd. :

133-672: Residential; ca. 1940-1950; frame; 1 story; 5 bays; asymmetrical facade; compo‘sition. shingle, '
intersecting gable roof; Classically inspired, vernacular, one-story, gable-roofed entry portico with Roman Doric
columns; Colonial Revival,

- -frame garage.

6506 Holland Rd. ' - ‘
133-671: Residential; ca. 1930-1950; frame; 2 1/2 stories; 9 bays; symmetrical facade; compositron shingle,

gable roof; exterior end chimneys; roof dormers; classical one-story, entry portico with Roman Doric columns
and pilasters and with elliptically shaped ceiling within gable form; entry with sidelights and elliptical fanlight;
Colonial Revival.
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6508 Holland Rd.

133-670: Residential; ca. 1935-1950; frame; 2 stories; 4-bay, symmetrical facade; composition shingle, gable
roof; exterior end chimney; classically inspired vernacular, one-story, gable-roofed, entry portico with Roman
Doric columns and elliptical ceiling; Colonial Revival.

-frame, gable-roofed, double garage.

NW comer of Holland Rd. and Glen Haven Dr.
133-669: Residential; ca. 1910-1940; frame; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; composition shingle, gable
roof; interior flue; vernacular, one-story, gable-roofed, entry porch with elliptical ceiling; vernacular cottage.

6512 Holland Rd., Boxwood Farm

133-630: Residential; 1920-1940; stretcher brick; 2 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; composition
shingle, gable roof; Colonial Revival entry with a semicircular roof and steps, and Roman Doric columns and
pilasters; semicircular-arched dormer windows; paneled shutters; sidelights; Colonial Revival.

-gable-roofed, brick garage.

6517 Holland Rd.

133-632: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
composition shingle, hipped roof; vernacular porch; entry sidelights and transom; triple front window;
remodeled; American Foursquare. Originally constructed for Zachary T. Holland and later owned by Paul

Everette.

Holland Baptist Church, Holland Rd.

133-427: Church; ca. 1922; running-bond brick and slate on gables; tower battlements and 1-story parapet
walls; gable hoods over each entry; Tudor-arched, stained-glass window in the west gable; cross plan with very
original interior; vernacular Tudor influences. The building originally cost $26,500 and in the early 1950s an
educational wing was added.

6521 Holland Rd.
133-646: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

composition shingle, pyramidal roof; central, corbeled chimney; Bungalow porch; American Foursquare.
-*noncontributing garage.

6523 Holland Rd. :

133-483: Residential; ca. 1910-1925; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmeltrical facade;
metal, pyramidal roof; Classical Revival porch; corbeled central chimney; rear ell; American Foursquare.
~frame outbuilding with 12-light windows.

6600 Holland Rd. ‘ _ _
133-426: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
metal, gable roof; 2-story, vernacular, Neo-Classical portico with bracketed eaves and cornice added in 1960s;

transom and sxdehghts rear ell; vernacular
I-house. This house was built from parts of the Augustus H. Holland home that was dismantled (site of present

day Boxwood Farm, (133-630).
-frame garage.

6601 Holland Rd.
133-482: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

pressed tin, shingled, gable roof; Bungalow porch; interior chimney; transom and sidelights; 2 rear side
additions; 2-story east addition; vernacular,
-weatherboarded smokehouse.

6602 Holland Rd. _
133-677: Residential; ca. 1900-1920: frame covered with brick veneer, 2 stories; metal gable roof; smail
classical portico replaced an earlier full-length front porch; remodeled I-house.

6603 Holland Rd.
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133-481: Residential; ca. 1910-1925; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;
composition shingle, pyramidal roof; vernacular porch with turned posts; corbeled chimney; transom and
sidelights; rear ell; American Foursquare.

r

6604 Holland Rd.

133-425: Residential; ca. 1880-1910; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal, gable roof; Bungalow porch; interior chimney; pointed vent in front gable; entry transom and sidelights;
vernacular I-house.

6605 Holland Rd.

133-480: Residential; ca. 1900-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2-stories; 4-bay, asymmetrical facade;
metal, gable roof with a cross gable; wraparound, vernacular porch; entry transom and sidelights; diamond-
shaped window west of entrance; west, shed-roofed addition; vernacular.

6606 Holland Rd.

133-424: Residential; ca. 1910-1915; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 1/2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical
facade; pressed tin shingle, complex hipped roof; Classical Revival porch; projecting gabled side bay; oval
window in front gable; entry transom and sidelights; Queen Anne. Originally built for Elihu Joiner, this
dwelling was home of J. P. Dalton, the county treasurer for many years.

-frame, shed-roofed garage.

6607 Holland Rd. -
133-479: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 1/2 stories; 2-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal, gable roof; vernacular wraparound porch; pedimented front gable with exposed rafters; entry sidelights;
tripartite gable window; 1-story, rear addition; decorated vemnacular Queen Anne. J. L. P. Daughtry was early
owner of this residence.

-barn in rear of lot possibly used as cotton gin.

6608 Holland Rd.
133-678: Residential; ca. 1935-1950; 1 1/2-story, frame dwelling; gable roof with gable-roofed dormers; brick

end chimney; 8/8 sash; Colonial Revival entrance porch with paired square Roman Doric columns supporting a
pediment; Colonial Revival.

6610 Holland Rd.,

133-423: Residential; ca. 1910-1915; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 4-bay, asymmetrical facade;
pressed tin shingles; complex hipped roof; Classical Revival porch with Roman Doric columns; corbeled,
interior chimneys; entry transom and sidelights; pointed window with multi-panes of colored glass in gable;
vernacular Queen Anne influence on I-house form. Originally the J. R, Holland house.

-small barn/carriage house.

6611 Holland Rd. .
133-478: Residential; ca. 1910-1925; wood frame with artificial siding; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade;

metal, pyramidal roof; vernacular porch with Ionic columns; corbeled interior chimney; entry transom and
sidelights; east side, and rear addition; American Foursquare.
-*noncontributing metal garage.

6612 Holland Rd. ‘
133-422: Residential; ca. 1910-1930; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal, gable roof with cross gable; Bungalow porch; exposed rafters; transom; pointed window in front gable;
rear addition; Bungalow. Built for Frank Law.

6613 Holland Rd. ‘
133-655: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 2 stories; 2-bay, asymmetrical facade;

composition shingle, cross gable roof; screened-in, vernacular Bungalow porch; boxed cornice with returns;
pointed-arch vents; vernacular. Known as the Jesse Holland House; he owned the Holland Shoe & Clothing
Co.

-frame garage.
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6615 Holland Rd. '

133-477: Residential; ca. 1890-1909; wood frame with weatherboard on three sides and artificial siding on the
front; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; composition shingle, gable roof; remodeled entry porch; corbeled,
exterior chimney; entry sidelights and transom; rear ell and additions; vernacular I-house, One of few houses
that predates fire of 1910 and owned at that time by Robert Johnson.

6616 Holland Rd.
133-421: Residential; ca. 1910-1920; wood frame with weatherboard; 1 1/2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;

metal hipped roof; side and front dormers; Bungalow porch; corbeled exterior chimney; paired windows;
balcony at front dormer; Bungalow. -
-*noncontributing garage.

Holland Rd., Sovran Bank,
*Commercial; ca. 1970-1980; 1-story, brick bank; noncontributing.

Peanut Dt_'ive

Peanut Dr.; L. C. Rawl’s General Merchandise store

133-640: Commercial/apartments; ca. 1910-1930; 7-course American bond brick; 2 stories; 5-bay,
asymmetrical facade; vernacular porch; corbeled cornice; 2 tall flues; second-story, arched windows; vernacular
commercial; African-American owned business started by Obadiah Walden.

S. Quay Road

6702 S. Quay Rd.

133-420: Commercial; ca, 1915-1920; 7-course American bond brick; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
stepped parapet; corbeled cornice; 3 raised panels below cornice; recessed entrance; vernacular commercial;
early use as an automobile dealership.

6704-6706 S. Quay Rd.

133-419: Commercial; originally a doctor’s office (and by 1919 a bank) and drug store;

ca. 1915-1919; 7-course American bond brick; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; central round arch in roof
line; recessed double entry with round-arched opening; corbeled cornice; vernacular commercial; Upper floors
were used as meeting rooms for Woodmen of the World.

6708 S, Quay Rd. :
133-411: Commercial; ca. 1910; 5-course American bond brick; 1 story; 6-bay, asymmetrical facade; cogbeled
cornice; stepped side parapet walls; commercial vernacular. Built for B. W, ‘Councill and first used for his

office and a general store. A warehouse that was in rear was used as B. W. Councill & Co., a peanut and ham

wholesaling business. (now demolished)

S. Quay Rd., Garage building next to the Dutch Market )
133-410: Commercial; ca. 1910-1920; 6-course American bond brick; 1 story; 3-bay, symmetrical facade;
segmentally-arched front openings; interior chimney; several additions; industrial vernacular. Used as an early

garage and later for cotton and peanut storage.

6709 S. Quay Rd., Dutch Market ) '
133-409: Commercial; ca. 1910; 7-course American bond brick; 1 story; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade; recessed

entrance; 1-story, south addition (1984); commercial vernacular. Built in 1910 following the town fire for W. J.
Holland and known as the Holland-Jones Corporation, a general merchandise business.

6711 5. Quay Rd. (part of Dutch Market) )
133-534; Commercial; ca. 1910; 7-course American bond brick; 2 stories; 5-bay, symmetrical facade; arched
second-story openings with keystones, brick corbeled cornice; commercial vernacular; rebuilt in 1910 following
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the town fire as a general store and by 1930s was a furniture and appliance store. Original building on lot was
built for S. W, Holland in 1888.
-tin-covered warchouse on rear of the lot may date to that period.

S. Quay Rd., Holland Supply Company

133-418: Commercial; ca. 1910; 6-course American bond brick; 2 stories; 7-bay, asymmetrical facade;
6-course American bond brick; commercial vernacular porch; segmentally-arched openings; transom; corbeled
cornice; building constructed in two sections; commercial vernacular; building gutted by fire in 1991; rear
frame smokehouse wing remains, Over the years uses have included farm supply store, meatpacking plant and
peanut business.

6716 8. Quay Rd., Paul Harvey’s Plumbing

133-412: Commercial; ca. 1910-1925; storefront from 1960s; 7-course American bond brick; 1 story; 2-bay,
asymmetrical facade; heavily altered storefront with multi-pane front window; stepped parapet side walls;
vernacular commercial. Early use was as a millinery shop run by Deborah Britt and later uses included a pool
hall, feed store, and then insurance offices, when the facade was altered.

-former livery stable {now storage) is located on rear of lot.

6717 S. Quay Rd., Farmers Hardware
133-408: Commercial; ca. 1910-1930; 7-course American bond; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; brick
corner projections; corbeled cornice; 1-story rear addition; commercial vernacular; early uses included a

black-owned general merchandise business.

6718 8. Quay Rd., Mason’s Barber Shop

133-413: Commercial; ca. 1911; 7-course American bond brick; 2 stories; 4-bay, asymmetrical facade;
round-arched windows and transom over entrance; storefront windows with multi-colored textured glass at top;
projecting rusticated brick quoins; commercial Italianate. Built for Dr. Job Holland for his medical office; he

lived next door at 6722 §. Quay Rd. {133-396)., :

6719 S. Quay Rd., Holland-Holy Neck Library

133-407: Library; ca. 1905; 6-course American bond brick; 1 story; 5-bay, asymmetrical facade; arched,
central, double door with fanlight; round-arched windows; north addition; vernacular Italianate commercial.
Originally built as the Bank of Holland; the town fire of 1910 started next door to the north of this building
which has also been used as the Town Hall and Fire Department.

6722 8. Quay Rd.

133-396: Residential: ca. 1910-1920; brick; 2 stories; 3-bay, symmetrical facade; complex hipped roof with
large gable-roofed dormers; three-part windows; Bungalow front porch with tapered posts on brick columns;
side porte-cochere; Bungalow and American Foursquare influences. One of the most substantial dwellings in
Holland, this house was built by Dr. Job Holland who had his medical offices in the brick building next door

(133-413). .

6724 8. Quay Rd. _ - '
133-397: Residential; ca. 1915-1920; brick; 2 stories; 3-bay, asymmetrical facade; metal, complex roof “'nth
side and front gables; Colonial Revival porch; corbeled interior chimney; stone sills and lintels; l_eaded stained
glass; Queen Anne with Colonial Revival elements. Built for a Mr. Luke who was associated with the Bank of
Holland, .
-brick garage.

6726-6728 8. Quay Rd.
*Duplex; ca. 1950-1960; 2-story, frame building; noncontributing.

6727 8. Quay Rd., Holland Post Office 3
*Commercial; ca. 1970-1990; 1-story, brick building; noncontributing.

6729 8. Quay Rd,





































