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Old Donation Church i s  a  b r i c k ,  one-s tory  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  gable  roo f ,  a  
v e s t i b u l e  a d d i t i o n  on i t s  west  f r o n t  and a  smal l  b r i c k  e l l  a d d i t i o n  a t  the  
sout l ieast  corner . '  The 
a s  i s  the  masonry above the  eaves l i n e  on t h e  west f r o n t ,  p o r t i o n s  of the  
easternmost  ex t remi ty  of  the  three-bay south  f r o n t  and a l l  of t h e  w a t e r -  
t a b l e  b r i ck .  The masonry i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above the beveled water-  , 
t a b l e  and English bond bclow. Ornamental b r i c k  d e t a i l i n g  inc ludes  glazed ; 

! 
licader p a t t c r n  and glazcd Queen c l o s e r s  as we l l  a s  what appears  to  be p a r t  
of a  dinpenvork p a t t c r n ,  the  c e n t r e  p o r t i o n  be ing  obscured by the  v e s t i b u l e , j  
niarlced by twin glazcd headers  on the  west f r o n t .  The s i x  o r i g i n a l  round- i 
hcaded a rches  of  t h e  window openings a r e  l a i d  wi th  s t r e t c h e r s  a l t e r n a t i n g  1 
wi th  double i lcaders ,  t h e  o u t s i d e  one i n  each case  being g lazed .  One of the1 
t h r e e  o r i g i n a l  chancel  ( e a s t )  windows has been blocked up. The gable  ends 
a r e  capped by a  parapet  w a l l .  :Set i n t o  the  o r i g i n a l  brickwork on the  south  
f r o n t  near  the  eaves l i n e  a r e  smal l  openings, one being r ec t angu la r  and the  (n 

o t h e r  having a  round-headed a r c h .  These windows were added t o  l i g h t  t h e  I m 
fou r  "hanging pews o r  p r i v a t e  g i i l l e r i e s "  placed i n  the  church between 1736 ! 

; and 1769. Two s i m i l a r  openings e x i s t  on the  no r th  f r o n t ,  and a l though s e t  
I i n t o  the  l a t e r  b r i c k ,  were probably copied a f t e r  o r i g i n a l  windows on t h a t  
i I wal l .  The p r e s e n t  i n t e r i o r s ,  inc luding  t h e  re redos ,  a l t a r ,  p u l p i t ,  l e c t e r n  

and communion r a i l  and p o s s i b l y  the  f l a g s t o n e s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  a i s l e  came 
from S t .  P a u l ' s  Church, Norfolk, when t h e  l a t t e r  was r e s t o r e d  i n  1913. 
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Soon a f t e r  1640 Lynnhaven Pa r i sh  became one of t h r e e  pa r i shes  
c rea t ed  o u t  of Lower Norfolk County and Pa r i sh .  The p a r i s h  draws i t s  name 
from the  r i v e r ,  supposedly named by Adam Thoroughgood f o r  h i s  e a r l y  home a t  
Lynn, England. Tlie name of the church i t s e l f  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  der ived  

i j 

from lands given t o  the  church i n  1776 a t  t h e  dea th  of  t h e  former r e c t o r , )  1 
the  Reverend Robert Dickson, who intended i t  t o  be used f o r  the  endowment 
of  a  f r e e  school .  The f i r s t  p r i n t e d  r e fe rence  t o  the  name Donation a p p e a r ,  
i n  a n  1822 o r d e r  of  the  v e s t r y  no t ing  "the church c a l l e d  the  Donation 

.s 
Church i n  t h i s  Par i sh"  t o  be r epa i r ed .  i 

m 

Z 

Not long a f t e r  t h e  church was cons t ruc ted ,  the  f i r s t  of the  1 
p r i v a t e  g a l l e r i e s  was purclhased and b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  by Captain 

I 

William Robinson. T h i r t y  yea r s  l a t e r  Captain James Kempe had a  g a l l e r y  1 
b u i l t  f o r  h i s  family a l s o  on the  same w a l l .  The two g a l l e r i e s  which hung 
on t h e  south  w a l l  were b u i l t  before  1769. These hanging pews were paid f o r  
by Walter  Lyon and Thurmer Hoggard. A v e s t r y  o rde r  da ted  J u l y  10,1736, 1 
t e l l s  of  s i x  g r e a t  pews which occupied the  body of t h e  church and a  seventh I  

on tlic no r th  s i d e  of  the  communion t a b l e .  I n  1767 Colonel Edward Hack 1 
Hoseley Jr .  b u i l t  a  "grea t  pew" on t h e  south  s i d e  of the  communion t a b l e .  
As i n  the  Bruton Pa r i sh  church i n  Williamsburg, i t  was the  colon ' ia l  cu:jtom 

1 
a t  Old Donation t o  seg rega te  the sexes  dur ing  Divine Worship. I d e a l l y  the i 
men were sea t ed  on t h e  no r th  and t h e  women on t h e  south  i f  t h i s  could be 
ar ranged.  1 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Lynnhaven P a r i s h  Church commonly known a s  Old Donation was b u i l t  i / 
1736 and i s  tlic t h i r d  p a r i s h  church of Lynnhaven Pa r i sh  t o  have been e r e c t e l .  

I 
Although records  show the  ex i s t ence  of a n  e a r l i e r  church a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n ,  
tlic p rc scn t  bu i ld ing  was e rec t ed  i n  1736, and the  v e s t r y  records  show t h a t  
the  v e s t r y  accepted t h i s  t h i r d  Lynnhavcn P a r i s h  Church on June 25,  1736. i 

I n  1822-24 the  church was r epa i r ed  a f t e r  i t s  n e g l e c t  fol lowing th4 
Dises tab l i shment .  Old Donation l a y  abandoned from 1843 u n t i l  i n  1882 i t  I 
was burned by a  woods f i r e .  A b r i c k  v e s t i b u l e  has  s h e l t e r e d  the  wcst d o o r i  
way and a n  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  v e s t r y  has  been c u t  s i n c e  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1916.1 
A t  t h i s  time S t .  ~ a u l ' s  Church i n  Norfolk gave the  r e redos ,  a l t a r ,  p u l p i t ,  1 
l e c t e r n  and communion r a i l .  I n  1943 Old Donation a g a i n  received the  I 

s t a t u s  of P a r i s h  Church and maintained t h i s  t i t l e  u n t i l  t h e  d iocese  d i d  1 
away wi th  pa roch ia l  boundaries i n  the  e a r l y  1950 ' s .  

! 

Among t h e  graves i n  t h e  churchyard we f ind  t h e  e a r l i e s t  and l a r g e 4 t  
m 1768. Manv s t o n e s  her- I 

p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  about  1930. 
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