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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pleasant Hall is a double-pile, two-story, five-bay Georgian style
house covered by a relatively shallow gable roof. Projecting from the roof
are two wide interior-end chimney stacks with corbeled caps. The west stack
was rebuilt following extensive damage from a recent hurricane. Along the
roof's eaves is a modillion and dentil cornice. The walls are laid in even-
colored Flemish bond and have a three-course unornamented belt course and a
beveled water table on the front wall., The lower story of the rear wall
has been hidden by an 1890's one-story lean-to addition, The nine-over-nine
windows (many of which retain their original sashes with wide cyma muntins)
have molded sills and rubbed brick jack arches. A crude Greek Revival porch
obscures the front entrance, but the original stone pyramidal shaped front
entrance steps were left in place. A much deteriorated early-twentieth
century porch covers the first floor east side.

Pleasant Hall's interior is divided on the first floor by a center
hall which has a central arch supported on fluted Doric pilasters. The
stairwell is off to the west side in the northern end of the hall. The
unusual stair features heavily turned newels and an exceptiomally wide

molded handrail. The handrail is supported on column-and-pedestal balustersi

The stair's open string has scrolled brackets. In the first floor’ south-
west corner is the exceptionally fine fully paneled parlor. The room is
surrounded by a modillion and dentil cornice and has a projecting chimmey~
piece with fluted Corinthian pilasters. In the northeast corner of the
parlor is an arched cupboard with scalloped shelves and paneled doors. The
remaining rooms, both upstairs and down are generally more simple than the
parlor, but most have paneled end walls. Almost no original woodwork has
been lost and it all remains in a good state of preservation. Much of the
original hardware is intact as well.  About the only alteration of any con-
sequence is the wide Greek Revival door cut between the east first floor
rooms. The attic can be reached.by an interior stairway, and there can be
seen the unusual roof framing composed of a series of king post trusses.

The house is located near the crossroads that once defined the

old town of Kempsville, now engulfed in the modern suburban sprawl of Virginia

Beach. Always a focal point for the area, the house, despite the encroach-
ment of a four lane road, retains a broad front lawn and large shade trees.
Several early but not significant outbuildings remain on the -grounds.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pleasant Hall is an outstanding example of second period
Gecorgian architecture, having an exterior of great refinement and interior
woodwork of exceptional quality. The architectural significance of the
house is magnified by its virtually unaltered state; few Virginia houses of
its age and quality survive with so much original decorative and structural
fabric intact. Especially notable is its superb fully paneled parlor with
projecting chimneypiece containing full height Corinthian pilasters. The
use of the Corinthian order is exceedingly rare in colonial Virginia
interiors, being limited to probably less than a half-dozen structures
including Stratford Hall and Tuckahoe. Also of note is the very unusual
roof framing which features a rarely used and handsomely constructed king
post truss system.

Pleasant Hall was erected in 1779 by a wealthy Princess Anne
County landowner, Peter Singleton, on land acquired from James Tenant.
This construction date is confirmed by a dated brick below the water table o
on the front wall, It was Singleton who gave the plot immediately behind
the house for the Princess Anne County Court House, which was erected in
the 1780's, and stood until .its ruins were demolished in 1972, Pleasant
Hall was sold by the Singletons in 1804, and it passed through numerous
owners during the nineteenth century. In 1905 it was acquired by Dr. R. E.
Whitehead whose heirs own it now. Today the house stands as practically
the last early vestige of the old court house town of Kempsville. Set
amidst jits tall old trees, it has witnessed the conversion of the
surrounding broad flat fields of old Princess Anne County into the vast
suburban housing tracts of the modern city of Virginia Beach.
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